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It’s time for Christians to get to work. The time we have to 
make a difference in our society is growing shorter every day. 
[** explainer at bottom of article]

We can do two things with that information:

• Ignore it and go on with our lives .. until we can’t

• Use it for the glory of God .. while we can

Let’s choose to ‘use it’ – the time we have – to God’s glory!

“Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity 
and in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers 
served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. 
Serve the Lord! And if it seems evil to you to serve the 
Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will 
serve, whether the gods which your fathers served 
that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of 
the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 
24:14-15
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Some Bible teachers try to fit their country (e.g. United States, 
Canada, France, United Kingdom) into the Old Testament 
promises God made to Israel. I won’t do that because we are 
not Israel. However, there are principles in the Old Testament 
that all Christians would be wise to follow.

The Apostle Paul wrote these words to Pastor Timothy –

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 
work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17

Notice, Paul said “All Scripture.” Paul wrote those words 
during the 1st century while the New Testament was still being 
written. The term ‘Scripture’ at that time referred primarily to 
what we know as the Old Testament. The Book of Joshua is 
part of the Old Testament. Even as God chose Israel as His 
covenant people, God chose Christians to be His Church, the 
Body of Christ.
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Paul wrote his words to Timothy in this context –

“But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner 
of l i fe , purpose, fa i th, longsuffer ing, love, 
perseverance, persecutions, afflictions, which 
happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra—
what persecutions I endured. And out of them all the 
Lord delivered me. Yes, and all who desire to live 
godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But evil 
men and impostors will grow worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived. But you must continue 
in the things which you have learned and been 
assured of, knowing from whom you have learned 
them, and that from childhood you have known the 
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 2 
Timothy 3:10-15
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Salvation, living godly in Christ Jesus and suffering 
persecution is an integral theme of Paul’s letter to Timothy. As 
Paul wrote, “evil men and imposters will grow worse and 
worse, deceiving and being deceived.” He wrote that almost 
two-thousand years ago, but it sounds like something a 
prophet might say about what’s happening in our culture 
today.

Paul wrote those words in this context –

“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will 
come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, 
slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of 
good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness 
but denying its power. And from such people turn 
away! For of this sort are those who creep into 
households and make captives of gullible women 
loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, 
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always learning and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. Now as Jannes and Jambres 
resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men 
of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning the faith; but 
they will progress no further, for their folly will be 
manifest to all, as theirs also was.” 2 Timothy 3:1-9

Last Days List

• men will be lovers of themselves

• lovers of money

• boasters

• proud

• blasphemers

• disobedient to parents

• unthankful

• unholy

• unloving

• unforgiving

• slanderers

• without self-control
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• brutal

• despisers of good

• traitors

• headstrong

• haughty

• lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God

• having a form of godliness but denying its power

• those who creep into households and make captives of 
gullible women loaded down with sins

• led away by various lusts

• always learning and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth

• these also resist the truth

• men of corrupt minds

• disapproved concerning the faith

That’s quite a list and it’s representative of what’s happening 
in our world today — and it’s getting worse every day.
So, back to Joshua .. “And if it seems evil to you to serve the 
Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve.”
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That call to choose is still before God’s people today. What 
will we choose to do with our time, our energy, our resources? 
Will we choose to follow God and Him alone or the idols that 
are constantly on display before us?

The people of Israel answered Joshua this way –

“And the people said to Joshua, ‘The Lord our God we 
will serve, and His voice we will obey!” Joshua 24:24

Joshua made a covenant with the people that day in 
Shechem and sent them home. Joshua died as did the elders 
who served with Joshua and had seen all the great works of 
the Lord which He had done for Israel.

What happened after Joshua’s generation was gone?

“… another generation arose after them who did not 
know the Lord nor the work which He had done for 
Israel. Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and served the Baals; and they forsook the 
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Lord God of their fathers, who had brought them out of 
the land of Egypt; and they followed other gods from 
among the gods of the people who were all around 
them, and they bowed down to them; and they 
provoked the Lord to anger.” Judges 2:10-12

What did God do in response?

“And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel. So 
He delivered them into the hands of plunderers who 
despoiled them; and He sold them into the hands of 
their enemies all around, so that they could no longer 
stand before their enemies. Wherever they went out, 
the hand of the Lord was against them for calamity, as 
the Lord had said, and as the Lord had sworn to them. 
And they were greatly distressed.” Judges 2:14-15
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So, What Now?

Again, let me emphasize that this is what happened to Israel 
more than three-thousand years ago. It’s not specifically 
about the United States in the 21st century. However, God’s 
people now should be able to learn something from how God 
views the sinfulness of His people.

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 
work.”

God had a special way of dealing with Israel after Joshua’s 
death –

“Nevertheless, the Lord raised up judges who 
delivered them out of the hand of those who plundered 
them.” Judges 2:16
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That worked well .. right?

“Yet they would not listen to their judges, but they 
played the harlot with other gods, and bowed down to 
them. They turned quickly from the way in which their 
fathers walked, in obeying the commandments of the 
Lord; they did not do so. And when the Lord raised up 
judges for them, the Lord was with the judge and 
delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the 
days of the judge; for the Lord was moved to pity by 
their groaning because of those who oppressed them 
and harassed them. And it came to pass, when the 
judge was dead, that they reverted and behaved more 
corruptly than their fathers, by following other gods, to 
serve them and bow down to them. They did not 
cease from their own doings nor from their stubborn 
way.” Judges 2:17-19
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Not so much. Judge after judge after judge, Israel continued 
to disobey God. Then Israel asked for a king and God gave 
them kings .. lots of them. How did that work out for Israel? 
Not well at all. Israel suffered defeat after defeat. Jerusalem 
and the Jewish Temple were destroyed by foreign invaders – 
twice. It’s only been in the last seventy years or so that Israel 
became a nation of people again.

If you’ve read the end of the Bible, you know that God will 
save Israel and that Jesus Christ, the rightful King, will sit on 
the throne of David and bless His people for ever and ever.

However, that’s not a promise God has made to the United 
States of America or Canada or Europe or Africa or Australia 
or Asia or the Middle East. God’s promise for our day is with 
His Church –
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“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21

God is currently working through the Church – the Body of 
Christ. That was the context of what Paul wrote in Ephesians 
3 –

“For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus 
for you Gentiles— if indeed you have heard of the 
dispensation of the grace of God which was given to 
me for you, how that by revelation He made known to 
me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, by 
which, when you read, you may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ), which in other 
ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it 
has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy 
apostles and prophets: that the Gentiles should be 
fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His 
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promise in Christ through the gospel, of which I 
became a minister according to the gift of the grace of 
God given to me by the effective working of His 
power.” Ephesians 3:1-7

Even as God has an eternal plan for Israel, He has an eternal 
plan for the Church. What is that plan?  Staying in the same 
context –

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of 
works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk 
in them.” Ephesians 2:8-10
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God saved us by grace, through faith, not of works, for the 
purpose of doing ‘good works.’

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand that 
we should walk in them.”

We are God’s workmanship (poiēma) – we are His handiwork! 
God made us what we are. He took miserable, lost creatures 
destined for destruction and made something special of our 
lives. How? He created us in Christ Jesus! ktisthentes  – 
“having been created, formed, shaped.” Why? “for good 
works” – epi ergois agathois.

The Greek word ergois  means “work, task, employment, 
deed, action.” These “works” God created us to do in Christ 
Jesus are to be agathois – “intrinsically good, good in nature.”
God shaped us, formed us, created those of us who could not 
save themselves by works to do works that are good in their 
very nature. How can anyone do that? How can any of us 
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possibly do something that is intrinsically good when we are 
not good?

“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us, even when we were dead 
in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by 
grace you have been saved), and raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He 
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:4-7

God does it! God does everything! He is the One Who is 
Good. He is rich in Mercy. It is because of God’s great Love 
that He loves us, “even when we were dead in trespasses.” 
God made us alive together with Christ by grace, raised us up 
together, made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus.  Why? “… that in the ages to come He might show the 
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus.”
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So, who are we? “For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
that we should walk in them.”

Back to our question – So, What Now? The answer should be 
clear – to work the good works God created us to do.

What Can I Do?

Easy. Do what God created you to do. God has given us so 
much information about spiritual gifts and ministries. We have 
so many examples of God’s people doing intrinsically good 
works. We just need to do a couple of things –

• Love God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength

• Love others as your self

If you have a heart for God and others, everything else will fall 
into its rightful place.
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[** I’m usually about two-to-three years ahead in writing 
articles for our online blogs. I wrote this article on May 27, 
2019, months before we knew anything about the novel 
Coronavirus and global pandemic. Looking back now at what I 
wrote a year earlier, I am even more convinced that the time 
we have to make a difference in our society is short. We don’t 
know God’s timetable, but we do know He has one and the 
clock is ticking. May we use whatever time we have left to do 
the work He has called us to do and may we do it all to His 
glory and honor.]
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The first step in doing most things is often the hardest. Once 
you take it, you’re usually good for doing the next thing. That 
is also true about loving and serving God and others, which is 
the theme of this series.

God’s Purpose

God has a unique purpose for our lives –

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand that 
we should walk in them.” EPHESIANS 2:10

That powerful statement about God’s purpose for our lives 
follows the method He uses to save us from His wrath –

“And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins, in which you once walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons 
of disobedience, among whom also we all once 
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conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, just as the others. But God, 
who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by 
grace you have been saved), and raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He 
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you 
have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 
anyone should boast.” EPHESIANS 2:1-9

Such an interesting plan! We are not saved by works, but we 
are saved with a view toward good works. We cannot work for 
our salvation; we do not deserve our salvation. God saves us 
by His grace through the faith He gives us to believe. 
Salvation is a gift of God, not of works. So, what do we do 
‘after’ we’re saved by grace through faith?
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Work!

The Greek words for “good works” are agathois ergois. The 
idea is doing a task, deed or action that is intrinsically good – 
good in its very nature. How can people who are “by nature 
children of wrath” do anything that is good in its very nature?

God, who is rich in mercy, saved us, made us alive together 
with Christ. We are God’s ‘workmanship’ (poiēma, what has 
been made) and receive a ‘new nature’ when we are saved by 
His grace. We are able to do works that are acceptable to 
God because He has made us new creatures in Christ –

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
old things have passed away; behold, all things have 
become new.” 2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

So, what are those “good works” that God wants us to do?
The answer is simple and direct – whatever God tells us to 
do.
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How do we know what God tells us to do? Read the Bible and 
do what He says.

That means reading the Bible in context and using it correctly 
–

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, 
rightly handling the word of truth.” ESV

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed 
and who correctly handles the word of truth.” NIV
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“Work hard so you can present yourself to God and 
receive his approval. Be a good worker, one who does 
not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains 
the word of truth.” NLT

“Study and be eager and do your utmost to present 
yourself to God approved (tested by trial), a workman 
who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing 
and accurately dividing [rightly handling and skillfully 
teaching] the Word of Truth.” AMPC

I want to emphasize the concept of rightly dividing the Word of 
Truth because so many people don’t know how to do that. Not 
knowing how to use the Word of God correctly has led to 
much confusion and wrong doctrine and practice among 
Christians. Saying something as simple as “do what God tells 
you to do” can lead Christians in many directions that are 
oppositional and thus confusing. God is not a God of 
confusion, but of peace (1 Corinthians 14:33). His will is clear 
to those who listen carefully.
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Good Works

Now that we know God’s purpose for our lives is to do the 
things He prepared beforehand (proētoimasen – made ready 
in advance) for us to do, and know that we need to study His 
Word carefully and in context, we’re ready to learn what work 
He has for us to do.

First, we know that everything God wants us to do will be 
‘good’ – “good works.” God will not ask us to do bad works, 
evil works, works that are contrary to God’s Word. That’s 
helpful because we know the standard for judging our works.
The Apostle Paul explained it this way –

“For no other foundation can anyone lay than that 
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone 
builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become 
clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be 
revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, 
of what sort it is.” 1 CORINTHIANS 3:11-13
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God is going to judge our works one day, so it’s good to keep 
that in mind as we consider our service to and for Him.

Next Steps

Crowds followed Jesus wherever He went. Here’s one 
conversation that goes to our subject –

“Jesus answered them and said, ‘Most assuredly, I say 
to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, 
but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. Do 
not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food 
which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of 
Man will give you, because God the Father has set His 
seal on Him.’ Then they said to Him, ‘What shall we 
do, that we may work the works of God?’  Jesus 
answered and said to them, ‘This is the work of God, 
that you believe in Him whom He sent.” JOHN 6:26-29
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Most of us work now, or if retired, worked in the past so we 
could earn money to buy food, clothes, shelter and other 
necessary things for living in our society. Jesus was not telling 
people they shouldn’t work (labor) for food, but that they 
should understand the difference between working for things 
that perish and things that don’t perish. The crowds of people 
were following Jesus because of what they could get from 
Him (e.g. food, healing). Jesus called that “food which 
endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give 
you.”

As we’ve already seen, the primary work of God is to “believe 
in Him whom He sent.” That’s Jesus Christ. Belief in Jesus 
Christ is the first and most necessary work of God. If we’ve 
done that, we can take the next steps. If we haven’t done that, 
then taking any other steps is a waste of time. Do first things 
first.
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Jesus spent more than a month with His disciples after He 
was crucified and rose from the grave (Luke 24:44-45; Acts 
1:3). He taught them about Himself and the Kingdom of God 
from the Scriptures (Law of Moses, Prophets, Psalms). 
Following that unique time of teaching, Jesus led them out as 
far as Bethany and blessed them. As He was blessing them, 
Jesus was taken up and a cloud received Him out of their 
sight (Acts 1:9). What Jesus said to His disciples just before 
He ascended is our next step –

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, 
I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
Amen.” MATTHEW 28:18-20
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Here are some key words for our understanding:

• All authority

• Go

• Make disciples

• Baptizing them

• Teaching them

• With you always

We serve the Creator of the universe (e.g. John 1:3; 
Colossians 1:16-17). The Name of our Creator is Jesus Christ 
and His Name is above every other name in the universe He 
created (e.g. Ephesians 1:21; Philippians 2:9). Jesus Christ 
has “all authority” in Heaven and on earth and on the basis of 
His superior authority He tells His disciples to go.

We are to be a people “on the go,” which means we should be 
going important places and doing important things. Why do I 
describe our going and doing as important? Because of who 
sends us! We go and do in the Name that is above every 
other name that can be named in the universe.
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Saved and Serving is one way to understand our purpose as 
Christians. It’s how I like to distill Ephesians 2:8-10 –

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of 
works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk 
in them.

Another way to describe our purpose is Saved for Service. 
We are saved by grace through faith with a view toward 
service (good works). Grace and faith are “not from 
ourselves.” They are “the gift of God, not of works.” We are 
not saved by works, but are saved for good works.

People often get that confused and think salvation is by 
works. It’s not.
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Making Disciples

Understanding how someone is saved is the first step in 
making disciples.

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, 
I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’ 
Amen. MATTHEW 28:18-20

It is impossible to “make disciples” of people who are not 
saved. The Apostle Paul explained it this way:

And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins, in which you once walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons 
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of disobedience, among whom also we all once 
conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, just as the others. But God, 
who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by 
grace you have been saved), and raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He 
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you 
have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 
anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 
EPHESIANS 2:1-10
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Everyone is born into spiritual death. Everyone is dead 
(νεκρός – dead, lifeless, what lacks life) “in trespasses and 
sins.” Everyone walks according to the course (αἰών – age, 
space of time, course) of this world. Everyone walks 
according to the prince (ἄρχων – chief ruler) of the power of 
the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience. 
Everyone is by nature “children of wrath, just as the others.”

“But God” – love those words! – “But God, who is rich in 
mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 
even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).”

Making disciples begins with preaching the true Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. I say the ‘true Gospel’ because we hear so 
many false gospels today. False preachers and teachers are 
promising everything they can to people who want to hear 
good things about themselves and what they can get from 
God. That is not the Gospel. The Gospel begins with 
repentance –
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Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 
and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel. 
Mark 1:14-15

Then He said to them, ‘Thus it is written, and thus it 
was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from 
the dead the third day, and that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in His name to 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you are 
witnesses of these things. Luke 24:46-48

Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought 
not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver 
or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising. 
Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but 
now commands all men everywhere to repent, 
because He has appointed a day on which He will 
judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He 
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has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by 
raising Him from the dead. Acts 17:29-31

From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the 
elders of the church. And when they had come to him, 
he said to them: ‘You know, from the first day that I 
came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among 
you, serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears 
and trials which happened to me by the plotting of the 
Jews; how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but 
proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from 
house to house, testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, 
repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Acts 20:18-21

And do you think this, O man, you who judge those 
practicing such things, and doing the same, that you 
will escape the judgment of God? Or do you despise 
the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and 
longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God 
leads you to repentance? Romans 2:3-4
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Salvation begins with repentance. Repentance (μετάνοια) 
means “a change of mind.” It means far more than just 
‘regret.’ It means a change of mind that leads to a choice, a 
decision. When someone ‘repents’ they do have regret over 
their life choices and behavior, but true repentance also 
means a change of mind that leads to a desire to change in 
life choices and behavior. As Paul said to the Ephesian elders, 
his preaching was “repentance toward God and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” That’s the Gospel.

Jesus explained repentance toward God in some depth in 
Luke 13:

There were present at that season some who told Him 
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices. And Jesus answered and said to 
them, ‘Do you suppose that these Galileans were 
worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they 
suffered such things? I tell you, no; but unless you 
repent you will all likewise perish. Or those eighteen 
on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do 
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you think that they were worse sinners than all other 
men who dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell you, no; but unless 
you repent you will all likewise perish. Luke 13:1-5

There can be no true salvation without repentance. Jesus and 
His apostles made that clear in their preaching and teaching. 
‘Making disciples’ begins with emphasizing ‘repentance’ – 
“unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”



There’s Work To Be Done!  of 40 79

Following Christ

Being a disciple of Christ means being a follower of Christ. It 
means going where He tells us to go and doing what He tells 
us to do. Where do followers of Christ go and what do 
followers of Christ do?

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations …

…  repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in His name to all nations …

Through Him we have received grace and apostleship 
for obedience to the faith among all nations for His 
name … Romans 1:5

… you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 
Acts 1:8
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Jesus Christ is building His Church and it will be made up of 
people from every nation, tribe and tongue:

After these things I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude which no one could number, of all nations, 
tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with 
a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God 
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb! Revelation 
7:9-10

The Spirit of Christ is sending followers of Jesus Christ 
around the world preaching the Gospel of God’s Grace to all 
people:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is 
the power of God to salvation for everyone who 
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 
Romans 1:16
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Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the 
flesh—who are called Uncircumcision by what is called 
the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands— that at 
that time you were without Christ, being aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without 
God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who has made 
both one, and has broken down the middle wall of 
separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, 
that is, the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man 
from the two, thus making peace, and that He might 
reconcile them both to God in one body through the 
cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. And He 
came and preached peace to you who were afar off 
and to those who were near. For through Him we both 
have access by one Spirit to the Father. Ephesians 
2:11-18
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For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither 
male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
Galatians 3:26-28

This is where and to whom we go – everywhere to all people.
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You shared the Gospel with someone and they were saved. 
Awesome!

Now what?

Our work is not done when someone is saved. In fact, our 
work has just begun.

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying,  ‘All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth.  Go  therefore and  make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, 
I am with you always,  even  to the end of the age.’ 
Amen.” MATTHEW 28:18-20
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We do what Jesus said and “make disciples.” The Greek 
reads a little differently than many English translations – 
πορευθεντες ουν μαθητευσατε παντα τα εθνη.

• πορευθεντες – having gone

• ουν – therefore

• μαθητευσατε – disciple

• παντατα – all the

• εθνη – nations

English translations treat the word “disciples” as a noun 
(make disciples), but the Greek word is a verb. It has basically 
the same meaning, “to make a disciple,” so we don’t object to 
the English translation. The idea of “discipling” (verb) is to 
“make a disciple.” What’s involved in disciple-making? We’ll 
see in a few minutes.

We also teach new believers to ‘observe all things’ Jesus has 
commanded His followers to do.
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The Greek word for “teaching” is διδασκοντες and means 
“teach, cause to learn, instruct, impart knowledge, direct, 
admonish.” “Observe” is τηρειν and means “to watch over, 
guard, maintain, preserve, keep.” Our job in discipling is to 
impart knowledge to young believers that we received from 
Jesus Christ. Our job is not to make disciples in our image or 
likeness, but in the image and likeness of Jesus. We work 
with the Holy Spirit in that supernatural process (Romans 
8:28-29). That’s what we do and we’re not finished with the 
work Jesus gave us to do until we complete the task of 
disciple-making.

How much knowledge do we impart? All of it! Whatever Jesus 
commanded us – παντα οσα ενετειλαμην υμιν. That means 
we must know everything Jesus commanded if we are to 
impart that knowledge to others. That means disciple-making 
begins with being a disciple. It means spending time with 
Jesus in prayer, in His Word, in following Him exactly and 
closely. When we have become observant, obedient disciples, 
we can make observant, obedient disciples.
How do we do that? Great question!
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Walking Together

Jesus Christ, the Master Disciple Maker, gave us the best 
example of how to ‘make disciples’: walk together with them 
through life. His call to people was “follow me.” Here are some 
examples of that principle –

• “Then He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” Matthew 4:19

• “As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named 
Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, 
‘Follow Me.’ So he arose and followed Him.” Matthew 9:9

• “When He had called the people to Himself, with His 
disciples also, He said to them, ‘Whoever desires to 
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow Me.” Mark 8:34

• “So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, ‘You 
still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow Me.” Luke 18:22



There’s Work To Be Done!  of 49 79

What happened when people followed Jesus? Their lives 
changed forever. Change is what we would expect in the life 
of someone who has been saved, so we want to learn more 
about that.

Making disciples includes teaching people to “observe all 
things” Jesus commanded us.

The Apostle Paul explained it this way to his young disciple, 
Timothy:

“And the things that you have heard from me among 
many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will 
be able to teach others also.” 2 TIMOTHY 2:2

Both of these principles are so important to the work God 
gave us to do that Christians have given them names:

The Great Commission — Matthew 28:18-20
The Timothy Principle — 2 Timothy 2:1-2
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The Great Commission

Matthew 28:18-20 has long been known as The Great 
Commission. Matthew, one of Christ’s apostles, did not 
include a lot of information about what Jesus said or did in the 
days following His resurrection until He ascended to Heaven. 
After reporting about the women who met the risen Christ and 
how the chief priests and elders of Israel bribed the guards 
who had been at the tomb of Jesus, Matthew wrote this –

“Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to 
the mountain  which Jesus had appointed for them. 
When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but 
some doubted. And Jesus came and spoke to them, 
saying,  ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth. Go  therefore and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, 
I am  with you always,  even  to the end of the age.’ 
Amen.” MATTHEW 28:16-20
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Jesus had appointed a meeting place for His disciples after 
His resurrection. It was to be in Galilee. Jesus told them about 
this the night before He was crucified.

“But after I have been raised,  I will go before you to 
Galilee.” MATTHEW 26:32

One of the angels at the empty tomb told the women followers 
of Christ to tell His disciples to meet him at the appointed 
place in Galilee. Jesus also told the women to tell the 
disciples to meet Him in Galilee.

“But the angel answered and said to the women, ‘Do 
not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. 
Come, see the place where the Lord lay.  And go 
quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the 
dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; 
there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you. So 
they went out quickly from the tomb with fear and 
great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word. And as 
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they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, 
saying,  ‘Rejoice!’ So they came and held Him by the 
feet and worshiped Him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do 
not be afraid. Go and tell My brethren to go to Galilee, 
and there they will see Me.” MATTHEW 28:5-10

Jesus appeared to His disciples many times, as we will see in 
a few minutes. However, most of those appearances occurred 
in and around Jerusalem. It’s interesting that Jesus made a 
very specific point on the night before His crucifixion and the 
morning of His resurrection about His disciples meeting Him 
in Galilee. Why would He do that?

Galilee became the center of Jesus’ early ministry. It was part 
of Jesus fulfilling prophecy –

“Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in 
prison, He departed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, 
He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the 
sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali,  that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the 
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prophet, saying: ‘The  land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, By  the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in 
darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who 
sat in the region and shadow of death Light has 
dawned.” MATTHEW 4:12-16

You can find the context of Isaiah’s prophecy, centuries before 
Jesus ministered in Galilee, in Isaiah 9. It’s the same context 
as these famous verses –

“For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; 
And  the government will be upon His shoulder. And 
His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father,  Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of His  government and peace There will 
be  no end, Upon the throne of David and over His 
kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and 
justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal 
of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” ISAIAH 9:6-7
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Jesus left Nazareth, where he grew up, and moved to 
Capernaum. Nazareth is located in the southern portion of the 
region of Galilee, about halfway between the Sea of Galilee 
and the Mediterranean Sea. Capernaum is located next to the 
Sea of Galilee.

Jerusalem was far south of Capernaum, about 80 miles south, 
in the region of Judea. Samaria stood between Judea and 
Galilee. Question. Why would Jesus tell His disciples to meet 
Him in Galilee after He rose from the dead?

The Sea of Galilee is where Jesus called His first disciples to 
“follow Him.”

“And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two 
brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, 
cast ing a net into the sea; for they were 
fishermen. Then He said to them,  ‘Follow Me, and  I 
will make you fishers of men.’ They immediately 
left  their nets and followed Him. Going on from there, 
He saw two other brothers, James  the son  of 
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Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with 
Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called 
them, and immediately they left the boat and their 
father, and followed Him.” MATTHEW 4:18-22

The cities around the Sea of Galilee are also where Jesus did 
much of His early preaching and miracles:

“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 
and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of 
disease among the people.” MATTHEW 4:23

Jesus taught, preached and healed in Galilee. His famous 
Sermon on the Mount was most likely near Capernaum. He 
preached and taught in the Galilean synagogues. He 
performed many miracles in Galilee, including turning water to 
wine at a wedding, feeding multitudes of people, healing a 
demoniac, casting out demons in synagogues, healing lepers, 
forgiving and healing a paralytic, calming a storm and walking 
on water. Returning to Galilee to meet His disciples following 



There’s Work To Be Done!  of 56 79

His resurrection would have had a powerful impact on their 
lives. They returned to where it all began for them. Galilee is 
where they first met Jesus the teacher and healer. Galilee is 
where they would spend time with Jesus the resurrected Son 
of God.

We know from Matthew 28 that Jesus gave His disciples the 
Great Commission in Galilee. He also did something else 
there. He showed Himself to hundreds of disciples at the 
same time –

“For  I delivered to you first of all that  which I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose 
again the third day  according to the Scriptures,  and 
that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After 
that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at 
once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, 
but some have fallen asleep.” 1 CORINTHIANS 15:3-6
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It would make sense that more than five hundred brethren 
seeing Jesus at once would have happened in Galilee. Jesus 
had spoken to crowds of thousands of people near the shores 
of the Sea of Galilee, so showing Himself to more than five 
hundred at once was easy enough to do. Galilee played a 
significant role prophetically in God’s plan for Israel as we saw 
in Isaiah 9.

Another clue we have about the meeting in Galilee is this 
statement in Matthew 28 – “When they saw Him, they 
worshiped Him; but some  doubted.” The eleven are 
mentioned in the context, even though it’s likely that Jesus 
met with hundreds of His Galilean followers. Jesus had 
already shown Himself to the eleven apostles (Judas Iscariot 
was dead and Matthias didn’t become an apostle until after 
Jesus ascended to Heaven), so they would not have doubted. 
His appearance to followers in Galilee most likely occurred 
two or three weeks after His resurrection.
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The Apostle Paul gave Christians a basic timeline of Christ’s 
appearances to His disciples in 1 Corinthians 15. You can 
compare that the Gospel accounts to gain a better 
understanding of how Scripture fits together –

• Resurrection Sunday Appearances – Matthew 28:1; Mark 
16:1; Luke 24:10, 13-43; John 20:11-25

• Eight Days Later Appearance – John 20:26-29

• Two Weeks Later Appearance (approx) – John 21:1-23

• Three Weeks Later Appearance (approx) – Matthew 
28:16-17

• 40 Days Later Appearance – Luke 24:49-53; Acts 1:3-11

The Great Commission of Matthew 28 is not the same as 
what Jesus said to the disciples in Luke 24 or Acts 1 just 
before He ascended back to Heaven. We know that because 
of the location mentioned by Luke –
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“Now when He had spoken these things, while they 
watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him 
out of their sight.  And while they looked steadfastly 
toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood 
by them  in white apparel,  who also said, ‘Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? 
This  same  Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him 
go into heaven.’ Then they returned to Jerusalem from 
the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
Sabbath day’s journey.” ACTS 1:9-12

Mount Olivet is located is a mountain ridge near the eastern 
side of Jerusalem. It is almost almost 80 miles from where 
Jesus gave the Great Commission to His disciples in Galilee. 
That would have been a long journey for the disciples on foot. 
Jesus gave the Great Commission prior to speaking to the 
disciples from Mount Olivet. What He said to them may sound 
similar, but He said them at different locations and times 
(probably a couple of weeks apart).
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The Great Commission – “All authority has been given to Me 
in heaven and on earth. Go  therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am  with you 
always,  even  to the end of the age.’ Amen.” MATTHEW 
28:18-20

Ascension Day Speech – “And being assembled together 
with  them,  He commanded them not to depart from 
Jerusa lem, bu t to wa i t fo r the Promise o f the 
Father,  ‘which,’ He said,  ‘you have heard from Me;  for John 
truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ Therefore, when they 
had come together, they asked Him, saying, ‘Lord, will You at 
this time restore the kingdom to Israel?’ It is not for you 
to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own 
authority.  But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and  you shall be  witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea andSamaria, and to the end of 
the earth.” ACTS 1:4-8
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We also know that Jesus said many other things to His 
disciples in the days between the resurrection and ascension 
–

“The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that 
Jesus began both to do and teach,  until the day in 
which  He was taken up, after He through the Holy 
Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom 
He had chosen,  to whom He also presented Himself 
alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being 
seen by them during forty days and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” ACTS 1:1-3

We gain a strong understanding of what Jesus wants us to do 
when we look at all that He told His disciples after His 
resurrection. He wants us to go into all the world and disciple 
the nations, teaching them to obey Him. That is our calling – 
our mission.
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The Timothy Principle

The Timothy Principle — 2 Timothy 2:1-2

You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus. And the things that you have heard from 
me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful 
men who will be able to teach others also. 2 TIMOTHY 
2:1-2

The Timothy Principle is the method Paul gave to one of the 
men who would continue Paul’s apostolic ministry after the 
apostle died. Paul revealed to Timothy and all Christians the 
supernatural process of spiritual reproduction. God inspired 
Paul to write these words to Timothy and through him to all 
believers. This is how Jesus wants to build His Church. It’s 
the method every Christian can use in following The Great 
Commission. Jesus commanded that His followers make 
disciples and teach them to obey His teachings. The Timothy 
Principle shows us how to do that.
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Strong in Grace

Paul began The Timothy Principle by writing, “You 
therefore, my son.” The therefore points us back to what Paul 
wrote earlier in his letter to Timothy. You’ll see in chapter one 
that Paul addressed Timothy’s faith heritage through his 
mother and grandmother (vss. 3-5), then closed with these 
words of encouragement:

Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which 
is in you through the laying on of my hands. For God 
has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of 
love and of a sound mind. 2 TIMOTHY 1:6-7

Paul then told Timothy not to be ashamed of the Gospel (vss. 
8-12). That’s interesting in light of the fact that Timothy had 
been involved in Gospel ministry for more than a decade 
when Paul wrote the second letter to him. Hebrews 13:23 
mentions that “our brother Timothy has been set free,” which 
might be why Paul encouraged Timothy not to be ashamed of 
the Gospel. Paul may have realized that the combination of 
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Timothy’s imprisonment and Paul’s impending death may 
have been challenging to the younger minister. The reminder 
of the importance of standing strong for the Gospel may have 
been an important encouragement to Timothy.

The next thing Paul addressed was the importance of holding 
fast “the pattern of sound words” Timothy had heard from Paul 
(vss. 13-14). Then, Paul mentioned how people in Asia had 
“had turned away” from him, but how the household of 
Onesiphorus was not ashamed of Paul’s imprisonment and 
had sought him out in Rome to help refresh him. Paul also 
remembered how Onesiphorus had ministered to him in 
Ephesus (vss. 15-18).

The words “my son” are also important to our understanding 
of The Timothy Principle. The Gospel Ministry wasn’t just a 
Monday – Friday, 9-5 job to Paul. It was a Heavenly calling to 
participate with Jesus in building His Eternal Family. Paul 
looked at Timothy as a son in the faith. The apostle began his 
letter by referring to Timothy as “a beloved son” (2 Timothy 
1:2). In Paul’s first letter to Timothy, he referred to him as 
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“Timothy, a true son in the faith” (1 Timothy 1:2). Paul referred 
to Timothy as “my beloved and faithful son  in the Lord” in 1 
Corinthians 4:17. Timothy was family and that’s how we need 
to look at the people God gives us to disciple. We need to see 
them as members of the great Family Jesus is building for His 
pleasure and glory.

With that background to The Timothy Principle we can 
understand why Paul emphasized the importance of being 
“strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” Our strength for 
making disciples is not in ourselves, but in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus. The Greek word endunamoó means “to 
empower, be filled with power, made strong.” Paul was telling 
Timothy to look to God’s power in ministry rather than his own 
power. Paul had just reminded Timothy about the power of the 
Holy Spirit “who dwells in us” (2 Timothy 1:14). endunamoó is 
the same Greek word Paul used in his well-known challenge 
to Christians in Ephesians 6:10 — “Finally, my brethren, be 
strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.” Strength for 
living the Christian life and making disciples must be the 
strength that comes from being in Christ.
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What You Hear

“Hearing” God’s Word is where everything begins in making 
disciples. Here’s a reminder about the importance of hearing:

But he who received seed on the good ground is he 
who hears the word and understands  it, who indeed 
bears  fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty. MATTHEW 13:23

My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they 
follow Me. JOHN 10:27

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word 
and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, 
and shall not come into judgment,  but has passed 
from death into life. JOHN 5:24

So then faith  comes  by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God. ROMANS 10:17
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In Him you also  trusted, after you heard  the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, 
having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit 
o f p romise ,  who  i s the  guaran tee o f our 
inheritance  until the redemption of  the purchased 
possession,  to the praise of His glory. EPHESIANS 
1:13-14

For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, 
because when you  received the word of God which 
you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of 
men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also 
e f f e c t i v e l y  w o r k s i n y o u w h o b e l i e v e . 1 
THESSALONIANS 2:13

Becoming a disciple of Christ begins with hearing the Word of 
God, but it doesn’t stop there. Hearing must be followed by 
obedience.

… teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you. MATTHEW 28:20A
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You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 
JOHN 15:14

But Peter and the  other  apostles answered and 
said:  ‘We ought to obey God rather than men. ACTS 
5:29

Paul also warned about disobedience to God’s Word.

O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you  that you 
should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus 
Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified? 
GALATIANS 3:1

You ran well. Who hindered you from  obeying the 
truth? GALATIANS 5:7

And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, 
note that person and do not keep company with him, 
that he may be ashamed. 2 THESSALONIANS 3:14
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The Greek word for ‘obey’ is hupakouó. It means “to obey 
what is heard.” Hearing the Word of God should lead to 
obeying the Word of God. That’s an important aspect of 
discipleship. If a person who calls themselves a follower of 
Jesus Christ does not want to obey the Words of Jesus 
Christ, they can and should be questioned about it. As Paul 
wrote the Thessalonians, it a follower of Christ does not want 
to obey the Word of God, “note that person and do not keep 
company with him, that he may be ashamed.” Accountability 
is an important part of discipleship and should be established 
early in the relationship before moving to the next step in The 
Timothy Principle.
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Commit to the Faithful

Paul told Timothy to “commit these to faithful men.” The Greek 
word for ‘commit’ is paratithémi. It means “to place close right 
beside.” It carries the idea of entrusting something important 
to another in a close and personal way. That is part of the 
relationship we build with those God entrusts to us to disciple.

‘Faithful men’ is the translation of pistos anthrópos and means 
“trustworthy, reliable, loyal, full of faith humans.” These are 
people who have proven themselves to be worthy of your 
trust. They are people who have learned from you, walked 
with you, ministered with you, prayed with you, mourned with 
you and rejoiced with you. You can trust them because of how 
they live out what they say they believe. You’ve seen their 
reliability and loyalty with your own eyes.
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Paul spent more than a decade with Timothy. He knew 
Timothy to be trustworthy, reliable and loyal. Paul was able to 
commit important truths and tasks to Timothy. Paul was telling 
Timothy to do the same thing with people God gave him to 
disciple. Timothy didn’t have to concern himself with coming 
up with ways to make disciples. All he had to do was follow 
the simple path Paul gave him — thus the name — The 
Timothy Principle.
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Who Will Teach Others

Becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ doesn’t stop with you or 
the people you disciple. Disciple-making includes training 
faithful people to teach others also. That’s a primary way the 
Church has grown through the centuries from a small group of 
people meeting together in Jerusalem to large numbers of 
people meeting together around the world. What did they 
teach?

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. Acts 2:42
The ‘apostles’ doctrine’ is what the apostles taught. The 
apostles taught what Jesus and the Holy Spirit taught them. 
The reason we can trust the words of the apostles is because 
we can trust the Word of God they taught. That is what we 
must teach and what the people we teach must teach. There 
is no other way to make disciples correctly unless we teach 
God’s Word faithfully to faithful people who will teach others 
also.
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Think about the Gospel process for a minute.

• God sent His Son from Heaven to earth.

• Jesus preached the Gospel and chose twelve men to 
carry on His ministry after dying on the Cross, rising from 
the dead and returning to Heaven.

• The apostles preached the Gospel and made disciples. 
Those disciples continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine.

• The disciples of the apostles preached the Gospel and 
made disciples. Those disciples continued steadfastly in 
the apostles’ doctrine.

• The disciples of the disciples of the apostles preached 
the Gospel and made disciples. Those disciples 
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine.

[We know from the past two-thousand years of Church history 
that many people who claimed to be disciples of Christ did not 
continue in the apostles’ doctrine. We do not see those people 
as faithful men and women who were able to teach others. 
They are not the example of disciple-making to follow.]
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That leads to you and me. Someone was involved in telling us 
the Good News about Jesus Christ. Someone was involved in 
telling that someone about the Good News about Jesus 
Christ. Someone was involved in telling that someone about 
the Good News about Jesus Christ. If the information was 
available, we could follow that line all the way back to the 
apostles and Jesus Christ. God saves through His Word and 
He uses faithful people to preach and teach the Word and 
make disciples. That is The Timothy Principle.
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Final Thought

It’s interesting to note that The Great Commission and The 
Timothy Principle were shared at the end of life on earth. 
Jesus gave His disciples The Great Commission just days 
before He ascended back to Heaven. Paul gave Timothy The 
Timothy Principle shortly before dying as a martyr. We would 
do well to listen closely to the last words spoken by people 
who love God with their whole heart, mind, soul and strength.
I hope you have experienced the kind of discipleship we find 
in the Bible. If you have, please pass it on to faithful people 
who will be able to teach others. If you haven’t, ask God to 
lead you to a godly person who is an example of being strong 
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. When God leads you to 
them, or them to you, ask that person if they will help you 
become the kind of disciple who would hear and obey God’s 
Word and learn how to disciple others. It is the most 
wonderful experience on earth and we will be able to enjoy 
the fruit of our service to God forever in Heaven.
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