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Chapter Seven

We’ve spent more than a year in this special series looking at 
the problem of false preachers and teachers in Christian 
churches, denominations, schools, seminaries, concerts and 
conferences. This is just what Jesus and His apostles warned 
us about almost two-thousand years ago.

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 
MATTHEW 7:15

But there were also false prophets among the people, 
even as there will be false teachers among you. 2 
PETER 2:1

For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago 
were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, 
who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny 
the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. JUDE 1:4
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So, what can we do about it? Fortunately, Jesus and His 
apostle did more than just ‘warn’ us. They also told us what to 
‘do’ about it.

If you want to see how bad the problem is today, please refer 
to previous articles on this subject listed at the bottom of this 
post.

If you want to see what we can do about the problem, please 
read further.

Turning to our Layman’s Guide To False Preachers and 
Teachers (the Bible) we read this –

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, 
whether they are of God; because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 1 JOHN 4:1
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John’s identification process is:

1. Do not believe every spirit
2. Test the spirits, whether they are of God

As we’ve pointed out previously, it’s interesting that John 
wrote ‘do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits’ instead of 
‘do not believe every man, but test every man.’ Why did the 
apostle write it the way he did?

It’s clear from John’s first letter that our battles in this world 
are spiritual and with spirits.  He wrote this several 
sentences before sharing how to ‘test’ the spirits –

He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from 
the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 
1 JOHN 3:8
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False preachers and teachers are part of “the works of the 
devil” that Jesus came to destroy. Why do I say that? 
Because of something Jesus said to a Jewish audience as 
recorded in John’s Gospel account –

Why do you not understand My speech? Because you 
are not able to listen to My word. You are of your father 
the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. 
He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not 
stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 
he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for 
he is a liar and the father of it. But because I tell the truth, 
you do not believe Me. JOHN 8:43-45

Why did Jesus speak that way to His audience? Some in the 
audience wanted to kill Him. Jesus said to them – ‘I speak 
what I have seen with My Father, and you do what you have 
seen with your father.’ (John 8:38) Some in the audience 
responded that ‘Abraham is our father.’ Jesus responded to 
them that –
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If you were Abraham’s children, you would do the works 
of Abraham. But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has 
told you the truth which I heard from God. Abraham did 
not do this. You do the deeds of your father. JOHN 
8:39-40

It’s important to remember, as we look at testing spirits, that 
humans opposing Jesus Christ and His work are doing the 
deeds of their father the devil. That’s the significance of John 
writing in his first letter –

For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He 
might destroy the works of the devil.

When we say that Jesus was made known to destroy the 
works of the devil, that includes the works of false preachers 
and teachers.
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How does Jesus destroy the ‘works’ of false preachers and 
teachers? It appears through what Jesus told His apostles 
and what they told followers of Jesus that He will oppose false 
preachers and teachers through His Church – the Body of 
Christ.

Here are some ways we can test preachers and teachers in 
Christian churches, denominations, schools, concerts and 
conferences.
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Test #1

What do they believe?

What a preacher or teacher believes is at the heart of their 
preaching and teaching. If their beliefs are true, their 
preaching and teaching will be (for the most part) true. If their 
beliefs are false, their preaching and teaching will be (for the 
most part) false.

You may wonder how a false preacher or teacher can get a 
position in a church, school, conference or denomination that 
is known for being doctrinally correct (orthodox). How does 
anyone get a job? They usually apply for it. Depending on 
how well a church, school, conference or denomination does 
its job of hiring preachers and teachers, the applicant follows 
a process that may include a resume, a personal statement of 
faith, examples of preaching/teaching (written and audio), 
letters of recommendation, and personal interviews. How 
could a false preacher or teacher get through that process 
undetected?
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One way is that they lie. They lie and deceive. Jude added 
that they ‘crept in unnoticed.’ That means they are liars, 
deceivers and creepers. They say what they know people 
want to hear and say it in such a way that veils their true 
intent.

Having been a hiring manager for several decades, I see 
some problems with the way churches, schools, conferences 
and denominations hire preachers and teachers. In some 
cases, the hiring problem is as much of a hirer problem as it is 
the deception of the applicants. Those who hire often don’t 
know how to ‘test the spirits’ behind their applicants or they 
may be complicit in hiring a false preacher or teacher.

An important part of what a hirer (or hiring committee) should 
do is unveil what is veiled. Applicants for jobs often veil or 
cover those areas of their life and work they don’t want hirers 
to know. The same is true for preachers and teachers. Some 
of them have covered up their true purpose of deceiving 
churches, schools and denominations. The problem we’re 
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facing today didn’t happen overnight. It happened over 
decades, which means it will take time to fix the problem.

So, how do we test what a preacher or teacher believes?

• Listen to them preach or teach.

• Read what they’ve written.

• Pay attention to  their personal conversations, especially 
when their guard is down.

False preachers and teachers are often guarded when they 
talk with people because they are protecting their image and 
false message. However, they will often speak honestly when 
they think they are with a person or group of people they trust.
Depending on the relationship you have with a preacher, 
teacher, worship leader, denominational leader, etc, you could 
consider inviting them to lunch or over to your house to talk. It 
might be to get to know them better, ask them something 
about a recent sermon or lesson, or for advice/counsel. Listen 
to what they say and ask questions for anything you hear that 
you don’t understand or that sounds different from what you 
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have heard before. Also listen for what they don’t say or do. 
There are things false teachers/preachers won’t say or do 
because it would give away their true nature and intent

If a false preacher/teacher is new to your church or 
denomination, they may be guarded in their comments and 
answers to your questions. That is to be expected since false 
preachers/teachers are ‘wolves’ dressed in sheep’s clothing. 
As Peter wrote, they “will secretly bring in destructive 
heresies” (2 Peter 2:1b). Secretly bring in means they bring it 
in, but in a secretive way. The Greek word for secretly is 
παρεισάξουσιν and means “introduce stealthily, from close 
beside.”

A false preacher/teacher usually doesn’t introduce themselves 
to a group of Christians as a ‘false’ preacher or teacher. They 
will often lie to your face or at least try to mislead you about 
what they believe through a process of deception. Don’t be 
surprised if they do that. It’s part of their ‘nature’ to do that. 
Peter wrote – ‘By covetousness they will exploit you with 
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deceptive words’ (2 Peter 2:3a). As Paul warned the 
Ephesians leaders –

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock … 
Therefore watch … ACTS 20:28, 31

To ‘take heed’ means to beware, be cautious and pay 
attention. The word ‘watch’ means to be vigilant, stay awake. 
Wise words for all of us to follow.

So, again, how do we ‘test’ the spirit behind a preacher or 
teacher? One way is to talk with a church, conference or 
denominational leader about Jesus Christ. That’s where the 
truth may come to the surface; maybe not right away, but over 
time it should become obvious whether the spirit behind them 
is true or false.
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Again, insight from the Apostle Peter –

… even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on 
themselves swift destruction. 2 PETER 2:1C

False preachers and teachers don’t think highly of Jesus 
Christ. While they may say things publicly in praise of Christ 
to mislead Christians, they will sometimes be less guarded in 
private conversations. They will often minimize the life and 
ministry of Jesus. If they are guarded about that, they will 
sometimes struggle to give Jesus the glory and credit He 
deserves. They may or may not openly ‘deny’ Jesus Christ, 
but they will have difficulty praising Him. If they do praise Him, 
their words are often shallow.

Again, the key is to ‘listen’ to what they say about what they 
believe about Jesus Christ.

But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, 
knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous 
person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the 
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ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for 
murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for 
manslayers, for fornicators, for sodomites, for 
kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any 
other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine, according 
to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which was 
committed to my trust. 1 TIMOTHY 1:8-11

The better you know the truth about Jesus and the Gospel, 
the better you’ll be at spotting a false preacher or teacher.

Beware of what they believe. Be cautious. Ask them 
questions. Push for answers if they are hesitant or if you catch 
them in a lie or deception. There is so much at stake for the 
future of your church, conference or denomination.

I can tell you from experience in both the business world and 
church community that it is easier to not make a bad hire than 
to remove a bad person from a position. Don’t hire them in the 
first place and you won’t have to clean up the mess they 
make.
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Remember the words of the Apostle John – ‘Beloved, do not 
believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of 
God; because many false prophets have gone out into the 
world.’ Behind every false preacher and teacher is a ‘lying 
spirit.’ Test the spirits and you will discover of what kind they 
are.
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Test #2

What do they preach or teach?

As we’ve seen from the Apostle Peter, false preachers and 
teachers prefer to work in ‘secret.’ That’s another way of 
saying they like to ‘work in the dark.’ Their intention is to bring 
in destructive heresies ‘secretly.’ Why would they do that? For 
what purpose? How should we respond?

How about having fellowship with them? What about exposing 
them? Does that seem a bit unfriendly or un-Christian like to 
you? Here’s what the Apostle Paul wrote about that –

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather expose them. For it is shameful 
even to speak of those things which are done by them in 
secret. EPHESIANS 5:11-12
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Why is this important? Take a look around at your church, 
conference or denomination. Like what you see? Any 
concerns? If so, what concerns you? Anything you can do 
about it?

The Apostle Paul told the leaders of the church in Ephesus 
that after his departure ‘savage wolves’ would come in among 
them, not sparing the flock. Paul wrote that ‘from among 
yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw 
away the disciples after themselves’ (Acts 20:29-30). 
Remember, Paul was saying in person what he would later 
write to those same church leaders about having “no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of those things 
which are done by them in secret.”
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After themselves … that’s a key to understanding the 
personal reason behind false preaching and teaching. Some 
false preachers and teachers may know they are doing the 
deeds of their father the devil, but some may not see it that 
way. Their purpose may be more personal and selfish in 
nature. They want people to follow ‘them.’ They want to ‘draw 
away the disciples after themselves.’

What does that get them? For starters how about attention? 
Attention leads to fame and fame can lead to fortune. As 
Peter wrote –

By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive 
words. 2 PETER 2:3A

The NIV translates this way –

In their greed these teachers will exploit you with 
fabricated stories.
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False preachers and teachers love money. That’s just a fact. 
They love fame and they love money. That’s a problem for a 
church, conference or denomination leader. Why?

Paul wrote Timothy –

… the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for 
which some have strayed from the faith in their 
greediness, and pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows. 1 TIMOTHY 6:10

Just prior to writing those words, Paul outlined in great detail 
what Timothy should preach and teach in the church. He told 
Timothy to “Teach and exhort these things,” then wrote this –

If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to 
wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness, 
he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with 
disputes and arguments over words, from which come 
envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, useless wranglings 
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of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who 
suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From such 
withdraw yourself. 1 TIMOTHY 6:3-5

First, notice that Paul wrote that ‘From such withdraw 
yourself.’ What does it mean to withdraw from someone? The 
Greek word for withdraw is Ἀφίστασο and means ‘depart 
from, take position away from, abstain from, make to stand 
away.’

Paul told the Ephesians to take an active position in moving 
away from people who taught ‘otherwise and does not 
consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with 
godliness.’
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Notice what kind of person we should withdraw ourselves 
from in a church, school, conference or denominational 
setting –

• Anyone who teaches otherwise

• Anyone who does not consent to wholesome words, 
even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ

• Anyone who does not consent to the doctrine (teaching) 
which accords with godliness

What does Paul say about those kinds of people?

• They are proud

• They know nothing

• They are obsessed with disputes and arguments over 
words from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil 
suspicions, useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds 
and destitute of the truth

• They suppose that godliness is a means of gain
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That word ‘gain’ is porismos in Greek and means ‘a specific 
route that brings gain or profit.’ Many preachers and teachers 
suppose that being in the ministry is a route to becoming 
financially profitable.

Paul wrote Timothy in a second letter that ‘in the last days 
perilous times will come. For men will be lovers of 
themselves, lovers of money, boasters …’ (2 Timothy 3:1-2)

Jesus dealt with the same thing when He walked the streets 
and highways of Israel. The people loved Him, but the leaders 
hated Him. One of the insights to why they hated Jesus is 
something we see in Luke 16:14 – ‘Now the Pharisees, who 
were lovers of money, also heard these things, and they 
derided Him.’

One of the main reasons the Pharisees, who were false 
teachers in Israel, opposed Jesus was because of their ‘love 
of money.’ Jesus spoke in opposition to what the Pharisees 
said and did and that was a big challenge to their money-
making venture – being full-time religious leaders.
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The same is true today. False preachers and teachers in 
churches, schools, conferences and denominations love 
money and they’ll use ‘deceptive words’ (fabricated stories) to 
‘exploit’ people who follow them.

The advent of broadcasting brought the greed of false 
preachers and teachers to the attention of a massive 
audience. They are still doing it today – asking for money, 
money, money. Why? They say it’s so they can expand the 
ministry to reach more people for Jesus, but is that true?

Why do preachers and teachers need multi-million dollar 
facilities and houses and jets to expand the preaching of the 
Gospel? Jesus said He didn’t have a place to lay His head 
and Paul expanded the ministry of the Gospel by working as a 
tentmaker. What we know about the other apostles also 
shows they lived simply.
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Some may answer that we live in a modern and fast-paced 
world with the demands of jet travel and big-budget television 
shows. Is that a good answer? How about why many 
preachers live in huge mansions (often multiple mansions 
across the country or around the world) and drive multiple 
very expensive cars? Is that also because we live in a modern 
and fast-paced world? What would be the specific demand for 
that kind of opulent lifestyle by a preacher/teacher of the 
Gospel of Christ?

The Apostle Paul wrote to Pastor Timothy about how he 
should preach and teach in the churches.  You may find this 
interesting to read as you consider the questions we just 
posed –

You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus. And the things that you have heard from 
me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men 
who will be able to teach others also. You therefore must 
endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No 
one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs 
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of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a 
soldier. And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is 
not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 
The hardworking farmer must be first to partake of the 
crops. Consider what I say, and may the Lord give you 
understanding in all things. 2 TIMOTHY 2:1-7

Paul gave Timothy, and all preachers and teachers, great 
guidance to what it’s like to be in ‘the ministry.’

• Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus

• Commit what you’ve learned to be true to faithful men 
who will be able to teach others also

• Endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ

• Do not become entangled with the affairs of this life so 
you can please the One who enlisted you as a soldier

• Compete according to the rules so you will one day be 
‘crowned’ for your ministry

• Be hardworking and it’s fine to ‘partake of the crops’
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In the same way a farmer works hard and is first to partake in 
the crops he planted, it’s fine for preachers and teachers to 
earn a living from a full-time ministry. However, do you think 
what Paul had in mind was the extravagant, opulent lifestyle 
that so many preachers and teachers have today? Do you 
think Paul would have agreed that multiple mansions and 
millions of dollars, along with jets and jet-setting are good 
examples of enduring hardship as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ? How about becoming ‘entangled’ with the affairs of 
this life so that we can please the One who enlisted us to be 
soldiers? Any problems there?

The point is purpose and intent. If a preacher or teacher is in 
ministry for fame and fortune, beware. It could be a sign that 
he or she is a false preacher or teacher.

By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive 
words.

In their greed these teachers will exploit you with 
fabricated stories.
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Comparing Messages

Another way to test the ‘spirit’ behind a particular preacher or 
teacher is to compare what they preach and teach to what 
Jesus and His apostles preached and taught.

Some preachers and teachers like to introduce new ways of 
looking at Scripture. Some claim to have special insight given 
to them personally by God or angels. Some claim that Jesus 
visited them on earth and taught them personally. Some claim 
they were caught up to Heaven where God or an angel taught 
them personally and told them special things about truth or 
the future that they were to preach on earth. In essence, they 
are saying that God is speaking ‘fresh and anew’ and that 
they (the false preachers and teachers) are the ones God 
uses to reveal His ‘new word’ to His Church. Is that how 
Jesus is ‘building’ His Church today?
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Is God speaking new revelation today? If so, how would we 
know who God is using to speak these new words? We know 
the criteria given in the Bible, but what about now? Has the 
criteria changed? Did the Canon of Scripture end with the 
writings of the Apostle John or are we receiving new Scripture 
from new apostles today?

Be very cautious around preachers and teachers who claim 
God is giving them new revelation. The Apostle Paul wrote 
Timothy about what to do at the church in Ephesus –

As I urged you when I went into Macedonia—remain in 
Ephesus that you may charge some that they teach no 
other doctrine, nor give heed to fables and endless 
genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly 
edification which is in faith. 1 TIMOTHY 1:3-4
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The charge was this –

• Teach no other doctrine

• Don’t give heed to fables and endless genealogies – 
those cause disputes rather than godly edification which 
is in faith

That’s pretty clear – ‘teach no other doctrine.’ Don’t listen to 
the endless ‘stories’ preachers and teachers tell that cause 
disputes rather than godly edification in churches, 
conferences and denominations.

What we see many false preachers and teachers doing is 
what we saw from the early Gnostic teachers. They present 
themselves as having extra-biblical guidance and 
understanding from angels and even God Himself. BEWARE! 
They are extremely dangerous to your spiritual, mental, 
emotional and even physical health. If you are interested in 
reading more about what early Gnostics taught, we invite you 
to read through our special series about Gnostic heresies.

https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/a-reading-plan-for-christian-apologists-partc2a02.pdf
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Remember Paul’s warning to the church leaders in Ephesus? 
What Paul wrote to Timothy addressed how to deal with the 
false preachers and teachers who would ‘rise up, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.’
Many false preachers and teachers like to tell stories, often 
about themselves. They may start by opening their Bible as if 
to preach from it, but they rarely do more than mention a proof 
text before launching into a monologue about themselves, 
their accomplishments, their travels, etc.

Other false preachers and teachers will launch into the Bible 
as if they are going to deliver a message from God, but it’s not 
long before they leave the clear message and head into their 
warped views about Jesus and the Gospel.

How do we know if a preacher/teacher leaves the clear 
message and heads into false teaching? If you are familiar 
with the truth, it is easier to hear the lie. Your knowledge of 
Scripture is paramount to knowing and showing that someone 
is a false preacher or teacher.
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In Summary

Preachers and teachers in churches, conferences, schools 
and denominations should not speak on their own. They’ve 
been entrusted with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They should 
speak what is true from God’s Word. Keep in mind what Paul 
wrote the Christians in Thessalonica –

But as we have been approved by God to be entrusted 
with the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, 
but God who tests our hearts. 1 THESSALONIANS 2:4

Knowing the truth yourself and what preachers and teachers 
believe and teach are the first steps toward ‘testing the 
spirits.’
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We also remember this warning concerning the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ –

‘For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the 
prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, 
God will add to him the plagues that are written in this 
book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from 
the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things 
which are written in this book.’ REVELATION 22:18-19

This is another way of ‘testing’ the spirits. False preachers 
and teachers often add to or take away from the Lord’s 
Revelation.
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Chapter Eight

False preachers and teachers are dangerous to churches, 
denominations, conferences, Christian schools and colleges, 
and on television, radio and online. Their false teachings 
affect hundreds of millions of people around the world every 
week. False preachers and teachers are everywhere and into 
everything ‘Christian.’

According to A Layman’s Guide to False Preachers and 
Teachers  (the Bible) false preachers and teachers are 
ungodly and dangerous to your spiritual health. The question 
we’re addressing at this point in our special series is how we 
can know if someone is a false preacher or teacher. 
Fortunately, God has given His children a way to find out. It’s 
called testing the spirits –

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but  test the spirits, 
whether they are of God; because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 1 JOHN 4:1
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As we mentioned in an earlier part of this series, testing the 
spirits in the context of John’s letter has to do with what kind 
of spirit is behind the preaching and teaching in their 
churches. Is it from God or the devil? If it’s from the devil, we 
need to remember why the Son of God (Jesus Christ) was 
revealed –

He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from 
the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 
1 JOHN 3:8

Testing the spirits is something for individual Christians to do 
as well as for Christian leaders. As we saw in the last chapter  
the first two steps of testing preachers and teachers are –

1. What do they believe?
2. What do they preach and teach?

We move now to Steps 3 and 4 for testing the spirits of 
preachers and teachers.

https://faithandselfdefense.com/2020/07/31/a-laymans-guide-to-false-preachers-and-teachers-part-5/
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Test #3

How do they live?

The third test is to see how they act in a variety of life 
situations. Are the actions of preachers and teachers 
consistent with what they preach and teach? Jesus and His 
apostles were able to point to both their doctrine (teaching) 
and practice (actions). They lived what they preached and 
were a pattern for others to follow.

Jesus called on His disciples to follow Him. He was clear 
about what that meant and demonstrated how serious He was 
by acting on His own words.

When He had called the people to  Himself,  with His 
disciples also, He said to them,  ‘Whoever desires to 
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow Me. MARK 8:34
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Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. Then they 
took Jesus  and led  Him  away. And He, bearing His 
cross, went out to a place called  the Place  of a Skull, 
which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, where they crucified 
Him, and  two others with Him, one on either side, and 
Jesus in the center. JOHN 19:16-18

Jesus called on His disciples to deny themselves, take up 
their cross and follow Him. Jesus did deny Himself and take 
up His cross. Jesus acted consistently with what He preached 
and taught. He is our supreme example to follow.

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  that 
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, 
that you through His poverty might become  rich. 2 
CORINTHIANS 8:9

For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered 
for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His 
steps. 1 PETER 2:21
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Remember those who  rule over you, who have spoken 
the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering 
the outcome of their conduct. HEBREWS 13:7

We know from Paul’s letters to Timothy and Titus (both 
preachers and teachers) that being a pattern for other 
Christians to follow was vital. Being a pattern means being an 
example. That’s what God wants from anyone who claims to 
preach the Gospel.

Brethren,  join in following my example, and note those 
who so walk, as you have us for a pattern. PHILIPPIANS 
3:17

But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,  that you withdraw  from every brother who 
walks  disorderly and not according to the tradition 
which he received from us. For you yourselves know how 
you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly among 
you; nor did we eat anyone’s bread  free of charge, but 
worked with  labor and toil night and day, that we might 
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not be a burden to any of you, not because we do not 
have authority, but to make ourselves an example of how 
you should follow us. 2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-9

Hold fast  the pattern of  sound words which you have 
heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ 
Jesus. 2 TIMOTHY 1:13

But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of 
l i f e , p u r p o s e , f a i t h , l o n g s u f f e r i n g , l o v e , 
perseverance, persecutions, afflictions, which happened 
to me  at Antioch,  at Iconium,  at Lystra—what 
persecutions I endured. And  out of  them  all the Lord 
delivered me. 2 TIMOTHY 3:10-11

Likewise, exhort the young men to be sober-minded, in 
all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; 
in doctrine  showing  integrity, reverence,  incorruptibility, 
sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who 
is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to 
say of you. TITUS 2:6-8
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1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 are examples of how Christian 
leaders should act. What we find in those letters, and others, 
give us some of the best information for how to test the spirit 
of a preacher or teacher.

Here’s a partial list of actions Paul gave for preachers and 
teachers. You can use these and others you find in the Bible 
for testing the spirits of preachers and teachers in your 
church, denomination or conference. If they don’t meet the 
criteria listed, be cautious. False preaching and teaching is 
usually determined by what preachers and teachers believe, 
preach and teach, but their personal actions (behavior) is also 
important to note.

• blameless

• husband of one wife

• temperate

• sober-minded

• of good behavior

• hospitable

• not given to wine
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• not violent

• not greedy for money

• gentle

• not quarrelsome

• not quick-tempered

• not covetous

• one who rules his own house well, having his children in 
submission with all reverence 

• not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into 
the same condemnation as the devil

• must have a good testimony among those who are 
outside, lest he fall into reproach and the  snare of the 
devil

• not self-willed

• lover of what is good

• just

• holy
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If you’re wondering why the actions (behavior) of a preacher 
or teacher are important, here’s how Paul summed it up for 
Titus –

… that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort 
and convict those who contradict. TITUS 1:9B

Preachers and teachers are responsible for their actions 
because it has an impact on those who oppose their 
message. Here’s the next verse in Titus 1 –

For there are many insubordinate, both idle  talkers and 
deceivers, especially those of the circumcision,  whose 
mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole 
households, teaching things which they ought not, for the 
sake of dishonest gain … Therefore rebuke them sharply, 
that they may be sound in the faith. TITUS 1:10-11, 13
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How can the exhortation of sound doctrine by a preacher or 
teacher convict people if the behavior of the preacher or 
teacher is contrary to the sound doctrine they preach? It’s 
even worse if the preacher or teacher is not preaching sound 
doctrine.
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Test #4

How do they lead?

Preachers and teachers are leaders in churches, 
denominations, conferences and Christian schools and 
colleges. A good question to ask as you test the spirits of 
preachers and teachers is, how do they lead? Do they lead 
like the apostles led the early church? If not, why not?

The writer to Hebrews wrote that Christians should obey 
those who rule over them and be submissive (Hebrews 
13:17). Why?

… for  they watch out for your souls, as those who must 
give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, 
for that would be unprofitable for you.
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We read the context of this verse earlier in this article –

Remember those who  rule over you, who have spoken 
the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering 
the outcome of their conduct. HEBREWS 13:7

The people ruling over you are those who have spoken the 
Word of God to you. True preachers and teachers are leaders 
who watch out for the souls of the people God gives them to 
lead. Preachers and teachers must give an account for their 
leadership to God, so Christians should allow them to lead 
“with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for 
you.”

You may be wondering, given what we just read, if it’s ever 
right for a Christian to question their church or denominational 
leaders. Two things can be right at the same time. We should 
obey those who rule over us and be submissive to them. We 
should also test the spirits of those who rule over us. The key 
for us is to do both of those right things correctly.
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Private Testing

Begin by testing the spirits of preachers and teachers 
privately. Be careful that you are sure what the Bible teaches 
about every aspect of your testing. The Bible is the final exam 
for everyone. Can we pass the same test? If not, don’t test 
someone else. Also, be humble as you conduct your private 
test. Be careful that you don’t allow pride to enter the test and 
throw you off course.

Judge not, that you be not judged.  For with what 
judgment you judge, you will be judged;  and with the 
measure you use, it will be measured back to you. And 
why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but 
do not consider the plank in your own eye? Or how can 
you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from 
your eye’; and look, a plank  is  in your own 
eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own 
eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck 
from your brother’s eye. MATTHEW 7:1-5
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In the context of the Apostle John’s test the spirits command, 
we see that Jesus Christ and His Gospel should be the 
primary focus of whether someone is a false preacher or 
teacher.

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but  test the spirits, 
whether they are of God; because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit 
of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not 
confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of 
God. And this is the  spirit  of the Antichrist, which you 
have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 
You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, 
because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the 
world. They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of 
the world, and the world hears them. We are of God. He 
who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not 
hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit 
of error. 1 JOHN 4:1-6
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• Listen to what preachers and teachers say and write. 
That will tell you a lot about what they believe.

• Watch their actions (behavior) in and out of their official 
leadership roles.

• Watch their leadership style and decisions. Compare 
what you see and hear to what the Bible teaches about 
Christian leaders.

• If you believe they may be failing your private test, ask 
God for wisdom in how to proceed.
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Shared Testing

If you believe someone is a false preacher or teacher in your 
church, denomination, conference, school or college, you’re 
going to need some help. Don’t go it alone.

Paul’s example in Acts 15 and Galatians 2 is a good one to 
follow. He believed strongly that some men from the 
Jerusalem church were teaching false doctrine. In fact, Paul 
would later write to the Galatians that the men were false 
brethren. The doctrine the Jews were teaching Gentiles at the 
church in Antioch, Syria was that it was necessary for the 
Gentiles to be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses. That 
was not the message Jesus had given Paul to preach, so 
Paul talked with Barnabas about it and they were in 
agreement that the message was false. They confronted the 
Jews from Jerusalem and ‘had no small dissension and 
dispute’ with them.
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What happened next is important for us to witness. Paul and 
Barnabas believed they were right and that the Gentiles 
should be defended against false teaching that would have 
been contrary to the teaching Jesus had given Paul to teach. 
They were also humble enough to travel more than 200 miles 
to present their case before a council of apostles and elders in 
Jerusalem. Paul and Barnabas described the conversion of 
the Gentiles as they passed through Phoenicia and Samaria 
and that news caused ‘great joy to all the brethren.’

The apostles and elders listened to arguments from men that 
were part of ‘the sect of the Pharisees’ who believed Gentile 
Christians should be circumcised and commanded to keep 
the Law of Moses. They then heard from the Apostle Peter 
who reminded them that God had opened the door to Gentiles 
through his preaching. Peter closed his argument by asking 
the council ‘why do you test God  by putting a yoke on the 
neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were 
able to bear?’
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Next up were Paul and Barnabas. They told the council about 
the many miracles and wonders God had  worked through 
them among the Gentiles. Paul later wrote the Galatians that 
he ‘did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of 
the gospel might continue with you.’ After hearing all of the 
witnesses and evidence, it pleased the apostles and elders, 
with the whole church, to send some men to Antioch with Paul 
and Barnabas to deliver the council’s message. They would 
not require the Gentiles who were becoming Christians to be 
circumcised or have to obey the Law of Moses.

Paul was fighting a good fight for a good cause. That’s 
important to note. Paul wrote the Christians in Rome about 
how to deal with disputable matters (Romans 14), but what 
happened in Antioch was not a disputable matter. Paul knew 
the difference. He knew how to test the spirits. We can follow 
the many examples of how Paul dealt with a variety of 
problems and challenges in the early Church.
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If you believe someone is preaching or teaching false 
doctrine, meet with someone you trust. Paul was an apostle of 
Jesus Christ who had amazing visions of the truth prior to 
preaching the Gospel in Antioch (2 Corinthians 12). He could 
have told the Jews to go back where they came from based 
on what he knew to be true. However, Paul knew what was at 
stake and understood how important it was to make his case 
to fellow apostles and elders in Jerusalem. He first talked with 
Barnabas before confronting the false teachers. That’s a 
wonderful example for us to follow as we test the spirits and 
confront false preaching and teaching in our congregations 
and denominations.
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Confronting Error

Confronting error in your church, denomination, conference, 
etc, may not go as well for you as it did for Paul in Jerusalem. 
You may be misunderstood, ostracized, even fired from a job 
if you work for a church, denomination, conference or school. 
However, the outcome of doing what’s right should not be 
your primary concern. If you don’t want to have any problems 
or challenges as a Christian, then I strongly recommend you 
don’t test the spirits. Every Christian I know who has tested 
the spirits has faced opposition. Remember, you are testing 
spirits. This is spiritual testing at the highest level. The enemy 
of our God does not want us testing his false preachers and 
teachers, so Satan will challenge you when you test the spirits 
and take a stand for Christ. We are in a spiritual battle with 
Satan and his forces, including false preachers and teachers.
Should that opposition stop you from testing the spirits? It 
should not. Jesus fought the good fight for us and He calls on 
all of His followers to do the same. The battle is eternal in 
nature, not temporal. When we test the spirits, we are 
involved in a spiritual battle that Jesus has already won.
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For  I am already being poured out as a drink offering, 
and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith.  Finally, there is laid up for me  the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all 
who have loved His appearing. 2 TIMOTHY 4:6-8
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Chapter Nine

This special series is designed to help you and other 
Christians to be able to identify false preachers and teachers 
in your church, your denomination, conferences and concerts 
you attend, and online, radio and television programs you 
read, hear and watch. As we’ve been documenting in the 
series, false preachers are everywhere and into everything 
Christian.

If this is the first time you’ve seen our series, please search 
for previous articles. We are using the Layman’s Guide to 
False Preachers and Teachers (the Bible) for our study. We’ll 
also include reference materials and videos for you to read 
and watch, but the Bible is our primary source for the truth 
concerning false preachers and teachers.

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but  test the spirits, 
whether they are of God; because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 1 JOHN 4:1
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As we mentioned in an earlier part of this series, testing the 
spirits in the context of John’s letter has to do with what kind 
of spirit is behind the preaching and teaching in their 
churches. Is it from God or the devil? If it’s from the devil, we 
need to remember why the Son of God (Jesus Christ) was 
revealed –

He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from 
the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 
1 JOHN 3:8

Testing the spirits  is something for individual Christians to do 
as well as for Christian leaders. As we saw in our last two 
studies, the four steps of testing preachers and teachers are –

• What do they believe?

• What do they preach and teach? 

• How do they live?

• How do they lead?

https://faithandselfdefense.com/2020/07/31/a-laymans-guide-to-false-preachers-and-teachers-part-5/
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If you use this four-step testing process and discover that 
preachers or teachers in your church, denomination, Bible 
college or seminary, or conference are false preachers and 
teachers, what do you do? Do you stand up in the middle of a 
church service and yell out FALSE PREACHER at the top of 
your lungs? Do you run out of the service never to return to 
your church again? Or might there be other ways to address 
the problem?

Let’s see what the Layman’s Guide to False Preachers and 
Teachers instructs us to do.
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Shining A Light

Testing the spirits is just the first part in discovering the 
identity of false preachers and teachers. The next part is 
shining a light on them. That means pointing them out publicly 
(if private conversations didn’t lead to the proper resolution of 
repentance on the part of the false preacher or teacher) so 
others can see that they are false and not true preachers and 
teachers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

As difficult as that may seem, shining a light on false 
preachers and teachers is not as hard as you might think. 
Jesus and His apostles have already done the heavy lifting. 
That’s why we depend on the Layman’s Guide to False 
Preachers and Teachers to guide us in our quest.
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“In the beginning  was the Word, and the  Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God.  All things were made through 
Him, and without Him nothing was made that was 
made.  In Him was life, and  the life was the light of 
men.  And  the light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not comprehend it.” John 1:1-4

Jesus is Life and Light. He is also Truth. Jesus, the Light, 
shines in the darkness and the darkness does not 
comprehend it. We will discover the path for exposing false 
preachers and teachers as we follow the teachings of Christ. 
Here are some examples we can use in developing our 
theology for shining a light on false preaching and teaching in 
our churches, denominations, schools and conferences.
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You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Nor do they  light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to 
all who are  in the house. Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven. Matthew 5:14-16

He answered and said to them:  ‘He who sows the good 
seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, the good 
seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the 
sons of the wicked one. The enemy who sowed them is 
the devil,  the harvest is the end of the age, and the 
reapers are the angels. Therefore as the tares are 
gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of 
this age. The Son of Man will send out His angels, and 
they will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, 
and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them 
into the furnace of fire.  There will be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine forth as 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears 
to hear, let him hear! Matthew 13:37-43
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Jesus has called His followers, His disciples, to be a light in 
the world and to let their light shine in a way that other people 
will see their good works and glorify their Father in Heaven. 
Christians are not supposed to be silent and unseen in the 
world, which includes their churches and denominations. 
Christians are lights among other believers and should be 
heard and seen on important topics like the truth or falsity of 
preaching and teaching in churches and denominations.

The Apostle Paul wrote something similar to the Christians in 
Philippi:

Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you 
may become blameless and  harmless, children of God 
without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom you shine as  lights in the 
world, holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in 
the day of Christ that  I have not run in vain or labored 
in vain. Philippians 2:14-16
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False preachers and teachers are part of that crooked and 
perverse generation and true Christians need to shine as 
lights in their churches and denominations. They do that by 
holding fast the Word of life (truth of the Bible) and shining 
their light so what they know will be known by others.

How important is it that we “hold fast” the Word of life? Here’s 
how the Apostle Peter answered that:

For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we 
made known to you the power and  coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For 
He received from God the Father honor and glory when 
such a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: ‘This 
is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’ And we 
heard this voice which came from heaven when we were 
with Him on  the holy mountain. And so we have the 
prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as 
a  light that shines in a dark place, until  the day dawns 
and the morning star rises in your hearts;  knowing this 
first, that  no prophecy of Scripture is of any 
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private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will 
of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit But there were also false prophets 
among the people, even as there will be  false teachers 
among you, who will secretly bring in destructive 
heresies, even denying the Lord who bought 
them,  and  bring on themselves swift destruction.  And 
many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom 
the way of truth will be blasphemed. By covetousness 
they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time 
their judgment has not been id le, and their 
destruction does not slumber. 2 Peter 1:16 – 2:3

Peter was near death and knew that false preachers and 
teachers were among Christians secretly bringing in 
destructive heresies. That’s exactly what we have going on in 
our churches, denominations, schools and conferences today. 
What did Peter point to as the way Christians could deal with 
false preachers and teachers? He points to “the prophetic 
word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that 
shines in a dark place.”
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If you want to shine a light on false preachers and teachers in 
your church, you need to heed the prophetic word confirmed. 
That means turning to God’s Word and paying attention to it. 
That’s the meaning of the Greek word prosechó. It directs us 
to give full attention to God’s Word and set our course and 
stick to it. Once we shine the light of Truth on false preaching 
and teaching in our church we can’t back away from it. Heed 
the prophetic Word confirmed, shine your light and stay on 
that path.

Let me say at this point that I’m not telling you to do 
something I haven’t done myself. Shining the light on false 
preaching and teaching is not academic for me. I’ve done it in 
the real world and will tell you it’s not easy .. or safe. Turning 
on a Truth Light in a church can get you into trouble, even 
when you follow the biblical pattern of speaking with the 
person privately followed by including one or more witnesses. 
Many Christians, including church leaders, like it best when 
the lights are off or at least turned down low. Shining a bright 
light on false preachers and teachers may make you 
unpopular among friends and family, especially if the false 
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preacher/teacher is popular in the church or denomination. 
Confronting them and their false preaching is definitely not for 
the faint of heart. If you don’t want to deal with the kind of 
backlash Jesus, the apostles and many other Christians have 
experienced through the centuries, you may want to rethink 
your desire to to expose false preachers and teachers.

I’m not suggesting that you don’t move forward with your 
plans to shine a light on false preaching and teaching in your 
church. What I am suggesting is that you go into it with your 
eyes wide open. Depend on the power of the prophetic word 
confirmed and the power of the Holy Spirit who lives in you. 
The Word of God and Spirit of God are powerful weapons that 
we read about in such classics as Ephesians 6:10-17. Be sure 
to put on the whole armor of God before entering the arena of 
false preachers and teachers. They can be vicious.
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Chapter Ten

In the last chapter we looked at the importance of shining a 
light on false preachers and teachers.

In this chapter we will look at how to do that: specifically.
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Shine Your Light!

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but  test the spirits, 
whether they are of God; because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 1 JOHN 4:1

Each of us have different personalities, natural talents and 
spiritual gifts. While we can agree with the Apostle John that 
Christians should not believe every spirit but should test the 
spirits to see whether they are of God, the way we go about 
shining a light on false preaching and teaching will probably 
differ from others in our church.

Not believing every spirit and testing the spirits is both private 
and public. By that I mean you may not believe spirits and test 
spirits in either a private way (personal) or a public way 
(corporate). That can come down to your personality (e.g. 
introvert or extrovert) and your spiritual gifts (e.g. gift of faith, 
discerning of spirits, prophecy, teaching). An introvert, for 
example, with the gift of discerning of spirits may follow 
through on their discernment differently than an extrovert with 
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the same gift. It’s important that we understand that 
“differently” does not mean one way is right and the other way 
is wrong. It just means “different.”

As we learn in 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 there are “diversities of 
gifts, but the same Spirit.” The same Holy Spirit who gives an 
introvert the gift of discernment is the same Holy Spirit who 
gives an extrovert the gift of preaching or teaching. There are 
“differences of ministries, but the same Lord.” The same Lord 
who assigns an introvert to one ministry is the same Lord who 
assigns an extrovert to a different ministry. There are 
“diversities of activities, but the same God “who works in all.” 
It is God who gives every Christian the operational energy to 
do the work He calls them to do. Paul continued that the 
“manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of 
all” and that the one and same Spirit “works these things, 
distributing to each one individually as He wills.”
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In this context of spiritual gifts (“Now  concerning 
spiritual gifts, brethren” — verse 1) we learn that Christians 
are part of one spiritual Body – “for as the body is one and 
has many members, but all members of that one body, being 
many, are one body, so also is Christ” (verse 12). Paul then 
said it another way to help us understand who we are in 
Christ — “For in fact the body is not one member but many” 
(verse 14) and “But now indeed there are many members, yet 
one body” (verse 20).

Each member of a church, denomination or Christian 
organization affects every other member. I know it doesn’t 
always seem that way, especially if are a quieter person, but 
it’s true. Paul wrote this in 1 Corinthians 12 as well — “And if 
one member suffers, all the members suffer with  it; or if one 
member is honored, all the members rejoice with  it” (verse 
26). That’s the way God intends for churches to work. Though 
denominations and Christian organizations are not specifically 
addressed in the Bible, I think the same can be said of them 
as well. We need each other. We suffer together and we 
rejoice together.
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When it comes to false preachers and teachers, we’re looking 
at serious suffering in the church. Unfortunately, many 
Christians rejoice at false preaching and teaching. That’s very 
frustrating and should send each one of us to our prayer 
closet to ask God what we can do to shine a light on this 
monstrous attack on God’s people.
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The Spirits We Test

By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 1 
JOHN 4:6B

God has called us to test “the spirits,” so who or what are 
they? The answer is simple and clear and is given us in the 
same context of 1 John 4 —

1. Spirit of truth (pneuma tēs alētheias)
2. Spirit of error (pneuma tēs planēs)

The Greek word alētheias means “true to fact, reality.” The 
word planēs means “a wandering, delusion, deceit.” These 
are the “spirits” we test. When we shine a light on the “tested 
spirits,” one will be true to fact and the other will be delusion.
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If we shine a light on the original “spirit of error” in Genesis 3, 
we can easily see how the serpent was deceiving the woman. 
Satan’s deceptions have not changed in the thousands of 
years since the Garden of Eden event. The first thing the devil 
did was to question God’s Word — “Has God indeed said…” 
This is similar to how Satan tested Jesus in the wilderness — 
“If You are the Son of God, command that these stones 
become bread.” Jesus responded — “It is written,  ‘Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God” (Matthew 4).

Notice that the key in both of these attempted deceptions was 
to question God’s Word. Eve was deceived. Jesus was not. 
Eve did not test the spirit. Jesus did and responded in the way 
each of us should respond — reliance on the Word of God as 
truth and reality.
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When we test the “spirits,” we are testing truth and error which 
are connected to the Spirit of God and the spirit of Satan. 
When you think about that for a moment, the importance of 
testing spirits becomes extremely important. Eve’s poor 
response to the spirit of error led to the downfall of the human 
race. Jesus’ perfect response to the spirit of error led to the 
salvation of the human race. Quite a difference, wouldn’t you 
agree?

You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, 
because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the 
world. They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of 
the world, and the world hears them. We are of God. He 
who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not 
hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit 
of error. 1 JOHN 4:4-6
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What Can I Do?

I. First, assess your commitment to God’s Word. Do you 
believe it or do you BELIEVE IT? If you’re going to do the 
work of testing the spirits, you must BELIEVE God’s Word. 
The power of God’s Word will keep you steady when the false 
spirits respond — and they will.

Remember how Jesus responded to the prince of demons 
when he tested our Lord in the wilderness? Jesus quoted 
God’s Word. We must stand strong in the battle and have a 
deep and unwavering commitment to God’s Word is a must. 
Don’t go into battle without it.

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the 
power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand against the  wiles of the 
devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against  the rulers 
of  the darkness of this age, against spiritual  hosts  of 
wickedness in the heavenly  places. Therefore take up 
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the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
withstand  in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand.Stand therefore,  having girded your waist with 
truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and 
having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace; above all, taking  the shield of faith with which 
you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one. And  take the helmet of salvation, and  the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with 
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to 
this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the 
saints. EPHESIANS 6:10-18

II. Second, know your enemy. A soldier is trained in many 
fighting skills, but one of the most important is knowing your 
enemy. We learn from Ephesians 6 that our enemy is skillful. 
Satan is a powerful angel with a large army of angels and 
demons at his command. The length, depth and breadth of 
Satan’s kingdom is immense covering both the earth and the 
atmosphere around and above it (principalities, powers, rulers 
of the darkness of this age, spiritual hosts of wickedness in 
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the heavenly places). Satan has had thousands of years of 
experience scheming against human beings. Satan has many 
weapons (fiery darts).

This picture of Satan and his evil forces may be a little difficult 
for us to understand since it’s on a spiritual plane (we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood), but that doesn’t mean Satan 
doesn’t use flesh and blood humans in his battle with the 
saints of God. Our enemy includes humans under the 
influence and dominance of Satan as well.

Here’s a list of some of those people from Jude. Keep in mind 
that Jude had to change the purpose of his letter because of 
problems “inside” local churches. He called on people to 
“contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints.” The people he warned about are 
people who said they were Christians and some were even 
leaders.
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• For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago 
were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, 
who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny 
the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.

• Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject 
authority, and speak evil of dignitaries.

• But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and 
whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these 
things they corrupt themselves.

• But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and 
whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these 
things they corrupt themselves. Woe to them! For they 
have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily in the 
error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of 
Korah.

• These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with 
you without fear, serving only themselves.

• They are  clouds without water, carried  about by the 
winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled 
up by the roots;  raging waves of the sea,  foaming up 
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their own shame; wandering stars  for whom is reserved 
the blackness of darkness forever.

• These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to 
t h e i r o w n l u s t s ; a n d t h e y  m o u t h g r e a t 
swelling words, flattering people to gain advantage. 

• But you, beloved, remember the words which were 
spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: how they told you that there would be mockers in 
the last time who would walk according to their own 
ungodly lusts. 

• These are  sensual persons, who cause divisions, not 
having the Spirit.

How do false preachers and teachers get into our churches, 
denominations and organizations? They “creep” in unnoticed. 
What we must do is “notice” them. That means shining a 
spiritual light on them by “testing the spirits.” Jude’s list is a 
good one for testing the spirits to see if they are true or false.
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III. Third, pray and trust God for His mercy.

But you, beloved,  building yourselves up on your most 
holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in 
the love of God,  looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life. JUDE 1:20-21

Jude’s recommendation is similar to Paul’s in Ephesians — 
“praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit,  being watchful to this end with all perseverance 
and supplication for all the saints” (Ephesians 6:18).

We should go into battle prayerfully. We are in a spiritual 
battle even though people are involved. If someone attacks 
you physically, you can evade and escape or evade and 
enter. In martial arts we call this YCCCC: Yield, Clear, 
Contact, Control, Counter. However, in spiritual matters we 
need to rely on what Paul gave us in Ephesians 6: SPOS — 
Stand, Put On, Stand. We put on the full armor of God and 
stand against the enemy.
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IV. Fourth, keep your spiritual eyes open at all times — 
“being watchful to this end with all perseverance 
and  supplication for all the saints” (Ephesians 6:18b). 
Remember how false preachers and teachers get into 
churches? They creep in unnoticed. That happens every 
week at churches around the world. False preachers and 
teachers are also getting into denominations, schools, 
seminaries and other Christian organizations regularly. 
Testing the spirits is not a one-time event in a Christian’s life. 
The Apostle Peter warned Christians to always be sober and 
vigilant because “your adversary the devil walks about like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8). 
Testing spirits is a full-time vocation for Christians.

We have this wonderful promise from the Apostle Paul that 
God will guard His people from unreasonable and wicked 
people and from the “evil one.”
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Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord 
may run  swiftly  and be glorified, just as  it is  with 
you,  and  that we may be delivered from unreasonable 
and wicked men;  for not all have faith. But  the Lord is 
faithful, who will establish you and  guard  you from the 
evil one.  2 THESSALONIANS 3:1-3

V. Fifth, be ready to act appropriately based on the results of 
your “testing the spirits.”

A n d o n s o m e h a v e c o m p a s s i o n ,  m a k i n g a 
distinction; but others save with fear, pulling  them out of 
the  fire, hating even  the garment defiled by the flesh. 
JUDE 1:22-23

The way we act in response to testing the spirits may be 
different. On some “have compassion, making a distinction.” 
It’s important that we understand how this works so our 
response will be appropriate. Not every person or situation will 
be the same. Some people are false preachers and teachers. 
Some people are preaching and teaching falsely, but don’t 
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realize it. Some people are deceived by false preaching and 
teaching. It’s important that our testing of spirits and acting on 
that testing is correct and glorifying to God.

Jude wrote in verses 14-15 about how “the Lord comes with 
ten thousands of His saints,  to execute judgment on all, to 
convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly 
deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way.” That’s 
what Jesus Christ will do in the future (e.g. Matthew 24-25; 
Revelation 19). Even the powerful archangel Michael when 
disputing with Satan about the body of Moses “dared not bring 
against him a reviling accusation, but said, ‘The Lord rebuke 
you!” (Jude 1:9). Even though Michael and his angels will fight 
against Satan and his angels in the future and win, Michael 
understood the timing of how to respond concerning the 
disputation about the body of Moses. That’s a good example 
for us to follow. Respond according to God’s Will and Word.
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The first response Jude mentioned is “on some have 
compassion, making a distinction.” The word “compassion” is 
eleate and means “show mercy to, have mercy on.” The word 
“distinction” is diakrinomenous and means “to distinguish, to 
separate throughout, to judge or investigate thoroughly.”

The proper “testing of spirits” should help us determine how to 
respond. One of those responses is to show mercy to people. 
The question is which people?
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Chapter 11

We are learning something that every Christian should do — 
test the spirits. This is not a game or a passing fad in a 
Christian’s life. It is something God has commanded us to do 
— test the spirits. Here’s the context of that apostolic 
command:

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but  test the spirits, 
whether they are of God; because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 1 JOHN 4:1

In the last chapter we looked at how every Christian has a 
strong light to use when testing spirits. Our “light” comes from 
God’s Spirit who lives in every true follower of Jesus Christ.
We also looked at what “spirits” we’re looking to find in our 
testing. John wrote this:
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We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is 
not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of 
truth and the spirit of error. 1 JOHN 4:6

We find two spirits in the Bible:

1. spirit of truth
2. spirit of error

We know from what we read from Genesis 1 to Revelation 22 
that Jesus is Truth and Satan is error. Jesus is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life and Satan is the father of lies.

We are testing spirits in the sense of finding out whether they 
belong to Jesus or Satan. True preachers and teachers 
belong to Jesus. False preachers and teachers belong to 
Satan. That is the point of what John wrote. “He who knows 
God hears us” (followers of Jesus Christ). “… he who is not of 
God does not hear us” (not followers of Jesus Christ). “By this 
we know the spirit truth and the spirit of error.”
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Why did the Apostle John give Christians a way to know 
which spirit is behind the words and actions of people? 
Because we need to have a way to “test the spirits, whether 
they are of God.”

One more quick reminder of what we learned last time, then 
on to new thoughts about testing spirits. We shared five things 
a Christian should do in preparation for testing spirits:

1. assess your commitment to God’s Word
2. know your enemy
3. pray and trust God for His mercy
4. keep your spiritual eyes open at all times
5. be ready to act appropriately based on the results of your 

“testing the spirits”
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Showing Mercy

One of the appropriate ways to act when testing spirits is to 
show mercy. God is a merciful God. God has shown extreme 
mercy to everyone of us who names the name of Jesus 
Christ. May we never forget that. If we do, may God be 
merciful to show us our error.

I say this because Christians who “test the spirits” are often 
accused of being judgmental and lacking mercy. That may be 
true with some, but it shouldn’t be that way. Here’s why I say 
that.

Here’s what Jesus preached:

Judge not, that you be not judged.  For with what 
judgment you judge, you will be judged;  and with the 
measure you use, it will be measured back to you. 
MATTHEW 7:1-2
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Luke 6 takes it a little further:

Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, 
and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will 
be forgiven. LUKE 6:37

Jesus will one day judge the nations and He will do it justly 
and righteously. When Jews accused Jesus of having a 
demon, He responded:

Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with 
righteous judgment. JOHN 7:24

All “judgment” should be done righteously. The word 
“judgment” in the Greek means “to separate (distinguish).” 
The word “discernment” comes from the same root word and 
means “to examine, investigate.” That’s what we should do as 
part of “testing the spirits.” We test through a process of 
examination and investigation. We use the tools God has 
given us to see what type of spirit is behind human words and 
actions.
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Christians have been called to discern. In fact, only Christians 
have the spiritual ability to discern spiritual things (1 
Corinthians 2:13-15). Even as every Christian can discern 
spiritual things, the Holy Spirit also gives the spiritual gift of 
discernment to some (1 Corinthians 12:10). The gift is actually 
called “discerning of spirits.” It is the work of the Holy Spirit in 
believers to test the spirits by examination and investigation to 
determine what type they are (truth or error) and to determine 
what to do with those who are found to be in error.
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Model of Mercy

Jesus is the Model of Mercy. He came from Heaven to earth 
to demonstrate mercy. In the same sermon we quoted from 
earlier, Jesus began by saying this:

Blessed  are  the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 
MATTHEW 5:7

Thankfully for all of us, God is merciful. I’m reminded of these 
glorious words from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians:

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us,  even when we were dead in 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 
have been saved) Ephesians 2:4-5
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God is RICH in mercy. Why? Because of His GREAT LOVE 
with which He loved us. He loved us even when we were 
dead in trespasses and at enmity with Him and made us alive 
together with Christ. Salvation is all of God. Nothing comes 
from us. We are dead. We are enemies. Yet, God loved us 
and showed great mercy to us.
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Mercy in the Church

So, how does this work in a church situation where a spirit of 
error is discerned? That can be a very dangerous time in the 
life of a church, denomination, conference, college, seminary 
or other Christian setting. Why? Because fallible human 
beings are involved in the testing of spirits and the 
determining of how to deal with the spirit of error. How can 
fallible humans judge righteously? By following God’s Word. 
Here are some suggested steps:

• Jesus said “I will build My church” .. we need to 
remember that our church belongs to Jesus. You didn’t 
die and rise for people in your church. Jesus did. We 
need to be careful not to forget that. Many have forgotten 
and hurt people deeply and unnecessarily. The “church” 
is His, not ours.

• Jesus said that if “your brothers sins against you, go and 
tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears 
you, you have gained your brother. But if he will not hear, 
take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two 
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or three witnesses every word may be established.’ And 
if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he 
refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a 
heathen and a tax collector.” (Matthew 18:15-17)

That’s an amazingly simple way of judging righteously in the 
church. False preaching and teaching is certainly a sin 
against you and others in the church. Follow the Lord’s three-
step instruction:

1. Go tell him his fault between you and him alone. That’s 
showing mercy. You’re not trying to embarrass him or 
her. You’re trying to help them. You’ve demonstrated 
respect by meeting with them privately.

2. If he or she won’t hear you, get one or two people to go 
with you to talk with the person (we’ll call them the 
tested). That way it’s not just your word against theirs 
about their preaching or teaching. There are witnesses 
who can confirm what you said and what the tested 
person said. Hopefully, the witnesses will also have 
something to say about the falsity of their preaching and 
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teaching as well as you. Choose your witnesses wisely. If 
your witnesses don’t know God’s Word well, don’t 
understand what you’re trying to accomplish or don’t 
have the stomach for the confronting of spirits, find 
someone else. Don’t take the wrong people with you. 
That will just make the situation worse.

3. If the tested person refuses to hear you and the 
witnesses, tell it to the church. Now it’s out in the open. 
No more private discussions. Everything is public. You 
and those who witnessed the private conversation bring 
all of the information into the light. The tested person also 
gets an opportunity to be heard. Then, the full church 
speaks — hopefully, united behind the truth. If the 
accused refuses to hear the church, “let him be to you 
like a heathen and a tax collector.” If church members 
are divided about the spirit of truth and the spirit of error, 
then you have another challenge. Seek the Lord’s 
guidance for how to handle something as big as a church 
or denomination divided about truth and error.
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Treating someone “like a heathen and a tax collector” means 
viewing them as unbelievers. What should Christians do with 
unbelievers? Pray for them. Witness to them. Preach the 
Gospel to them. It also means that the tested who do not 
listen to the church should not have any membership or 
leadership role in the church until they have done what 
unbelievers do to become members and leaders. They need 
to be saved. They need to repent of their sins and believe the 
Gospel. They need to confess with their mouths the Lord 
Jesus and believe in their hearts that God has raised Him 
from the dead. Then they will be saved. They must come to 
the Lord humbly and confess their need for His forgiveness. 
Once God forgives a person, we must also forgive them.

That’s how Jesus runs His Church — with mercy. What Jesus 
gave His followers was a practical way of dealing with sin in 
churches. Since many churches now are part of 
denominations, we can use the same guidance there as well.
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Word of Caution

I want to leave you with a word of caution. I am not saying 
there isn’t a place in the testing and discerning for taking a 
tough position against false preachers and teachers. If you’ve 
read previous parts of this series, you know what the Bible 
teaches us about them. Look back at the last few parts of this 
series and you’ll see what I mean. What I am saying is there 
is an important place in the testing and discerning of spirits 
process for demonstrating mercy. We need, as fallible human 
beings, to be balanced in our examination and investigation 
and in our confronting the spirit of error in our churches and 
denominations. Today’s churches and denominations may 
appear to be merciful in dealing with false preachers and 
teachers, but what they are in fact are ignorant or weak.
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The reason for a series of studies like this is because the 
situation is so bad in churches, denominations, conferences, 
colleges and seminaries. We have to say something because 
the situation has become so dangerous to the spiritual lives 
for whom Jesus died. Church leaders, who are supposed to 
shepherd the flock of God, have allowed false preachers and 
teachers to take over large groups of churches and entire 
denominations. Many churches and denominations are so far 
gone that they will probably never come back. Jesus has 
already judged many of them guilty and dealt with them 
harshly.

One of the big problems in churches and denominations is 
that unsaved people are in charge. How, when and why did 
that happen? There’s no excuse for unsaved people to be in 
positions of leadership in Christian churches. That goes 
against everything that Jesus taught about churches. Read 
through Revelation chapters two and three for a quick 
reminder of what He said to individual churches. His words 
there should cause us all to shudder as we look at what’s 
happened in our churches and denominations. Shame on us.
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We must be balanced in our testing, discerning, determining 
and carrying out of the Lord’s justice in His church. Mercy is 
our first stop on this journey, but there are more stops beyond 
that. We’ll look at all of them.
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Chapter Twelve

As you might guess from the title of this series, our focus is on 
false preachers and teachers. We’ve linked to previous 
articles at the bottom of this post. False preachers and 
teachers have done tremendous damage to churches, 
denominations, conferences, colleges, seminaries and other 
ministries.

One of the sad facts about the damage done by false 
preachers and teachers is how their words and actions have 
pulled tens of millions of unsuspecting people into their 
deceptive nets. What can and should Christians do when 
people in their churches fall into the trap of evil people?
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Showing Mercy in Strength

We have many warnings in the New Testament about the 
dangers of false preachers and teachers. You will find much 
abut them in the teachings of Jesus and the writings of Paul, 
Peter, John and Jude. We learn how to test the spirits to see if 
preachers and teachers speak truth or error. We learn how to 
confront false preachers and teachers and what to do if they 
do not repent.

Paul wrote Titus how church elders were to deal with people 
speaking falsely in the local church. They were to “rebuke 
them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith” (Titus 1:13). 
But what if those people didn’t repent of their false speech? 
Paul wrote that we should “withdraw” ourselves from anyone 
who “teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome 
words, even the words of our Lords Christ, and to the doctrine 
which accords with godliness” (1 Timothy 6:3-5).
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The Greek word translated “withdraw” is aphistémi and means 
“depart from, draw away from, take position away from.” It’s a 
strong word when you think about what Paul told Titus and 
Timothy to do and teach other Christians to do. The idea is 
staying away from someone you used to fellowship with and 
not having anything to do with them. Think about that. It might 
be someone in your own family, a dear friend, a mentor, a 
pastor. That’s not easy to do unless we really believe it’s what 
God is telling us to do.

You may remember what Paul wrote Christians in Corinth 
about how to deal with anyone named a brother who was 
sexually immoral, covetous, an idolater, reviler, drunkard or 
extortioner — “not even to eat with such a person” (1 
Corinthians 5:11). Paul called that part of “judging” someone 
in the church. He went on to write — “Therefore ‘put away 
from yourselves the evil person” (1 Corinthians 5:12). We 
know that the person in question was well known in the 
church. Church members knew what the man had done and 
some were even proud of it in an arrogant way (meaning of 
the Greek word phusioó).
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And you are  puffed up, and have not rather mourned, 
that he who has done this deed might be taken away 
from among you … Your glorying is not good. Do you not 
know that  a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 1 
Corinthians 5:2, 6

This is how Paul told the Corinthians to deal with the man:

In the  name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are 
gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, deliver such a one to Satan for the 
destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in 
the day of the Lord Jesus. 1 Corinthians 5:4-5

Paul told them to gather together and with the power of the 
Lord Jesus Christ “deliver such a one to Satan for the 
destruction of the flesh.” Why? “… that his spirit may be saved 
in the day of the Lord Jesus.” Paul wanted the church to 
demonstrate mercy to the man and to do it from a position of 
strength. What do we mean by that?
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Keep in mind that God disciplines His people (Hebrews 12). 
Paul wrote later in the same letter to the Corinthians that 
some in the church were weak and sick and some had even 
died because they partook of the Lord’s Supper “in an 
unworthy manner.” Paul wrote that they ate and drank 
“judgment” to themselves, “not discerning the Lord’s body.” 
Paul wrote that “whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of 
the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and 
blood of the Lord.” Why would God do that to His own 
people? “But when we are judged, we are chastened by the 
Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world” (1 
Corinthians 11:27-32). Good reason!

I think we Christians tend to forget who we are and to whom 
we belong. Jesus Christ purchased us with His own blood 
(Acts 20:28). We belong to Him and He has high expectations 
for us — what we believe, what we say, what we do. God 
disciplines those He loves and that discipline can be 
seemingly harsh when necessary. However, God disciplines 
us mercifully, especially as we submit humbly to His 
discipline.
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We know that the Corinthians did what Paul told them to do 
and that the man who had committed sexual immorality with 
his father’s wife repented of his sin. Paul wrote a follow-up 
letter to the Corinthians encouraging them to forgive the 
repentant brother and receive him back into church fellowship 
(2 Corinthians 2). That’s a demonstration of how serious 
rebuke and withdrawal can be both merciful and helpful in 
restoring a brother or sister who has sinned against God.

You’ll find similar advice in a letter Paul wrote to the 
Thessalonians:

But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,  that you withdraw  from every brother who 
walks  disorderly and not according to the tradition 
which he received from us. For you yourselves know how 
you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly among 
you; nor did we eat anyone’s bread  free of charge, but 
worked with  labor and toil night and day, that we might 
not be a burden to any of you, not because we do not 
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have authority, but to make ourselves an example of how 
you should follow us. 2 Thessalonians 3:6-9

We might not think of rebuking someone sharply and 
withdrawing from someone as being merciful, but it is. False 
teaching is not something Christians can or should ignore. It 
won’t just go away on its own. False teaching and practice 
have to be confronted seriously and humbly.
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Showing Mercy in Humility

Brethren, if a man is  overtaken in any trespass, you 
who  are  spiritual restore such a one in a spirit 
of  gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be 
tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill  the 
law of Christ.  For  if anyone thinks himself to be 
something, when  he is nothing, he deceives 
himself.  But  let each one examine his own work, and 
then he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and  not in 
another. For each one shall bear his own load. Galatians 
6:1-5

No Christian is beyond being “overtaken in any trespass.” If 
that happened to you, how would you want other Christians to 
treat you? Would you want them to ignore your “trespass” 
(paraptóma – falling away, lapse, false step)? Would you want 
them to shun you without reaching out to help you first? I think 
the answer is “no.” We would want someone to come 
alongside of us an help “bear” our burden “and so fulfill the 
law of Christ.”
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Does that include a false preacher or teacher? Maybe. Here’s 
why I say that.

There’s a first time for everything and that includes the first 
time someone preaches or teaches false doctrine. One of the 
reasons Christians need to know Scripture well is so they can 
recognize false teaching. False teaching can come from any 
Christian in a teaching position in a church. It might be a small 
group leader, a Sunday school teacher, a youth leader or 
pastor. Those are the people who should be trained to spot 
false teaching in a church, but they sometimes do the false 
teaching.

So, how do we help someone the first time we hear them 
teach something we recognize as false? Start by talking with 
them privately. Ask questions about their teaching. Ask them 
how they came to that understanding of Scripture? Was it 
from something they studied on their own or from something 
they read or someone they heard? Knowing the genesis of 
false teaching can sometimes help you determine the best 
way to talk with a teacher. They may have come under the 
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influence of a false teacher and not realize that what they 
learned was false doctrine. Once you point it out to them, they 
may thank you for your kindness and ask you to help them 
understand the correct teaching.

Talking with a false teacher often doesn’t go well. They can 
become defensive or even aggressive. What next? You may 
need to move from talking to rebuking. As Paul wrote Titus, 
“rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith” 
(Titus 1:13). I recommend you take someone to with you 
when you rebuke a teacher in your church. Here’s Paul’s 
advice for rebuking an elder:

Do not receive an accusation against an elder 
except  from two or three witnesses.  Those who are 
sinning rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest also 
may fear. 1 Timothy 5:19-20

But what if those people don’t repent of their false teaching 
even after you talk with them privately and rebuke them 
sharply with witnesses present?
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The next step is to withdraw from them. Remember that 
withdrawing from someone means departing from them and 
taking a position away from them. That’s a serious step. It 
means you won’t have anything to do with them. You actually 
take a position that is “away” from them.

Here are the steps for dealing with a false teacher in your 
church:

• Talk privately

• Rebuke sharply with witnesses

• Withdraw and take a position away from
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Why Maybe?

In answer to the question – “Does that include a false 
preacher or teacher?” – I answered, “Maybe.” Why?

Each situation of false teaching is unique. If it’s the first time 
you’ve heard a person in your church teach something that is 
clearly false teaching, I recommend you follow the steps listed 
above. If you’ve gone through those steps and the false 
teacher continues teaching falsely, you are under no biblical 
directive to do any more with them.

However, if a known false preacher or teacher is invited to 
speak at your church and you know that other Christians have 
addressed the false preaching/teaching with them I don’t 
believe you under a biblical directive to talk with that person 
when they speak at the church. What I would recommend is 
that you have a serious talk with your pastor or youth leader 
or whoever invited the false preacher/teacher to speak at your 
church. Follow the steps above: talk privately with them, 
rebuke them sharply with witnesses, withdraw and take a 
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position away from them. If a pastor or elder won’t listen to a 
warning about having a false preacher/teacher in their church, 
it may be time to literally withdraw from the church.

Inviting a false preacher/teacher to speak at a church is just 
about as bad as being one. Unfortunately, we see a lot of that 
in evangelical churches and denominations. Pastors who 
should know better are allowing known false preachers/
teachers to speak to the congregation God has given them to 
protect. Someone needs to approach the pastor and church 
leaders and ask why they’re inviting a false preacher/teacher 
to speak. If they don’t want to listen to you or disagree with 
you and cannot support their position from the Bible, then it 
may be time for you to take a position away from them.

The same is true for denominations and denominational 
schools and conferences. It amazes me to see how 
denominational leaders continue to allow false preaching and 
teaching to flourish in their churches. If you are in a position of 
leadership in a denomination, follow the same steps for 
churches. Talk privately with other leaders. If they won’t hear 



A Layman’s Guide To False Preachers and Teachers  of 118 122

you, rebuke them sharply with witnesses. If they won’t repent, 
withdraw and take a position away from them.

The fact that some denominations argue for decades about 
things that are so clearly false teaching is certainly 
displeasing to God. God gave gifted leaders to churches “for 
the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry,  for 
the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity 
of the faith  and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to  a 
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ” (Ephesians 4:12-13). God also gave church leaders 
great direction for how to deal with false teaching. He gave us 
the tools to test the spirits:

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but  test the spirits, 
whether they are of God; because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit 
of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not 
confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of 
God. And this is the  spirit  of the Antichrist, which you 
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have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 
1 John 4:1-3

God also warned what would happen when false teachers get 
their hooks into His people. Their evil intent is to divide the 
flock of God through their false teaching and take some of the 
people to follow them instead of Christ:

For I know this, that after my departure  savage wolves 
will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from 
among yourselves men will rise up, speaking  perverse 
things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. Acts 
20:29-30

These are  sensual persons, who cause divisions, not 
having the Spirit. Jude 1:19

But there were also false prophets among the people, 
even as there will be false teachers among you, who will 
secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the 



A Layman’s Guide To False Preachers and Teachers  of 120 122

Lord who bought them,  and  bring on themselves swift 
destruction. 2 Peter 2:1

Who will stop them? You and me. May I suggest that each of 
us do what we can where we are using what we have to 
declare the Word of God and uncover the evil deeds of false 
preachers and teachers in our churches and denominations.
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Resources
We have been publishing articles and eBooks about false 
preachers and teachers for many years. Here are some you 
may find helpful:

A Prophet’s Perspective About Prophets
The Prophet’s Voice
A Reading Plan For Christian Apologists – Part 1
A Reading Plan For Christian Apologists – Part 2
A Reading Plan For Christian Apologists – Part 3
Evangelistic Apologetics: The Church Under Attack – Part 2
Thinking About Christian Unity – Part One
Thinking About Christian Unity – Part Two
Thinking About Christian Unity – Part Three
Thinking About Christian Unity – Part Four
Thinking About Christian Unity – Part Five
Thinking About Christian Unity – Part Six
Thinking About Christianity Unity – Part Seven

https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/a-prophet_s-perspective-aboutc2a0preachers.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/the-prophet_s-voice.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/a-reading-plan-for-christian-apologists-part-11.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/a-reading-plan-for-christian-apologists-partc2a02.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/a-reading-plan-for-christian-apologists-partc2a03.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/evangelistic-apologetics-e28093-the-church-under-attack-2.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/thinking-about-christian-unity-1.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/thinking-about-christian-unity-2.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/thinking-about-christian-unity-3.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/thinking-about-christian-unity-4.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/thinking-about-christian-unity-5.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/thinking-about-christian-unity-61.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/thinking-about-christian-unity-7.pdf
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Next eBook

The next eBook in our series will look at false preachers and 
teachers claiming to speak for God, but really being 
spokespeople for the enemy of Christ (Satan).

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. 
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All 
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