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Introduction

Our new series, Evangelistic Apologetics – A Closer Look, 
follows the popular series  Evangelistic Apologetics – The 
Church Under Attack, which published as a 33-part series on 
FaithandSelfDefense.com from January 2014 to March 2020. 
That series is now available for free as a set of five eBooks. It 
looks deeply into internal and external challenges the modern 
Christian church faces. If you have not read The Church 
Under Attack series, we invite you to do that as soon as you 
can.

This new series, A Closer Look, will address the challenge our 
Lord has given us to preach the Gospel and make disciples. 
We will look deeply into the basics of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and how to share it effectively with family, friends and 
others God leads into our lives. We will look at the importance 
of personal evangelism and how to use apologetics as we tell 
others of the wonderful grace of our mighty God.

https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-worldviews/
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Chapter One

The words ‘evangelism’ and ‘apologetics’ sometimes cause 
Christians to shy away from learning more about each. Some 
people don’t believe it’s their job to do evangelism. They think 
it’s the job of the pastor or evangelist. Some people admit to 
being afraid of talking about their faith with others. Others are 
concerned they won’t know how to answer tough questions 
non-Christians often ask.
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Not My Job

Let’s tackle the first concern – it’s not my job. The short 
response is that it is your job. Let me explain.

The Apostle Paul addressed the important issue of ministry in 
several of his letters, but the clearest response may be what 
he wrote to the Ephesians. The context is what Jesus gave to 
His Church.

“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all 
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer 
be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the 
cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the 
truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is 
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the head—Christ— from whom the whole body, joined 
and knit together by what every joint supplies, according 
to the effective working by which every part does its 
share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself 
in love.” EPHESIANS 4:11-16

Jesus ‘gave’ (edōken) His Church apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors and teachers. Why? “for the equipping of 
the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ.” The chief job of pastors and evangelists today is for 
the ‘equipping’ (katartismon  – training, preparing) the 
‘ s a i n t s ’ ( t h a t ’ s a l l o f u s ) f o r t h e ‘ w o r k o f 
ministry’ (ergondiakonias – task of service) ‘for the 
edifying’ (oikodomēn – building up) of the body of Christ.
Why did Jesus do what He did? Because He knew that gifted 
people using their gifts to equip (train, prepare) the saints (all 
believers) who would edify the Body of Christ would have an 
impact on the Body in several important ways:
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1. Reaching unity of the faith
2. Reaching the knowledge of the Son of God
3. Reaching maturity (to a perfect man)
4. Reaching the measure of the stature of the fullness of 

Christ
5. Reaching the point that we should no longer be children, 

tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness 
of deceitful plotting

6. Reaching an ability to speak the truth in love
7. Reaching the point of growing up in all things into Christ

Paul claimed that when these gifted people (e.g. pastors, 
evangelists) did what Jesus wanted them to do (equip the 
saints for their ministry), then “the whole body, joined and knit 
together by what every joint supplies, according to the 
effective working by which every part does its share, causes 
growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.”

That is a unique and wonderful promise and is evidence that 
‘ministry’ is for all saints.
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Our Job?

Next question: is sharing the Gospel (evangelism) part of a 
‘ministry’ that Jesus has given to everyone in His Church? 
Short answer is ‘yes.’

The Gospel accounts have a lot of information about what 
Jesus told His followers to do, but let’s just look at what He 
said prior to ascending from earth to Heaven.

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things 
that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20

“And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15



Evangelistic Apologetics A Closer Look  of 10 79

“Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was 
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 
dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached in His name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these 
things. Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon 
you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are 
endued with power from on high.” Luke 24:46-49

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end 
of the earth.” Acts 1:8

We learn in Acts 2 that all of the disciples waiting on the Holy 
Spirit (about 120 people) spoke publicly on the Day of 
Pentecost. Thousands believed and became members of the 
Church that day. Those new believers continued steadfastly in 
what the apostles taught them and in fellowship with all 
believers.



Evangelistic Apologetics A Closer Look  of 11 79

So, what did the apostles teach the believers about sharing 
the Gospel? Was it only for the apostles or did Jesus want all 
believers to be part of the ‘ministry’ of evangelizing?

While the apostles had a special calling in the early days of 
the Lord’s building His Church, many who were not apostles 
were involved in sharing the Gospel. One was a man named 
Stephen and another named Barnabas. They were not 
apostles, but the apostles trained Stephen, Barnabas and 
many others to proclaim the Gospel message.

Another example is what happened after Stephen was 
martyred. Saul of Tarsus led a strong persecution of the 
followers of Christ in Jerusalem. That persecution scattered 
believers throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, 
except for the apostles. The apostles stayed in Jerusalem. 
What did the scattered believers do after they went out on 
their own without the apostles?

“Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere 
preaching the word.” ACTS 8:4
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The believers who were scattered from Jerusalem because of 
Saul’s persecution went everywhere “preaching the word.” 
One thing we learn from this is that the apostles did their job 
of equipping (training, preparing) all of the believers to 
‘preach’ the Gospel. The apostles had their own responsibility 
for preaching the Gospel as believers. They also had the 
added calling/gifting of equipping the saints for their ministry, 
which they did.

Some of those believers who were scattered after the 
persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as 
Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch (Syria) preaching the Gospel 
of Christ. When the apostles in Jerusalem heard about what 
was happening, they sent Barnabas to go as far as Antioch to 
look into the reports of people being saved. Barnabas visited 
the church in Antioch, then traveled to Tarsus to find Saul 
(who had become a believer) and bring him to Antioch. After 
about a year teaching believers in Antioch, the Holy Spirit 
called Saul (Paul) and Barnabas to other cities to preach the 
Gospel and establish new churches.
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As we look at Paul’s experiences in traveling to a variety of 
cities in the Roman Empire over a period of many years and 
writing to members and leaders, we see how he emphasized 
the importance of every believer sharing the Gospel with 
family members, friends, co-workers and strangers.

“For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For 
the Scripture says, ‘Whoever believes on Him will not be 
put to shame.’ For there is no distinction between Jew 
and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who 
call upon Him. For ‘whoever calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.’ How then shall they call on Him in 
whom they have not believed? And how shall they 
believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how 
shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written: ‘How 
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of 
peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” Romans 
10:10-15
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“Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you 
may become blameless and harmless, children of God 
without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 
world, holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in 
the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in 
vain.” Philippians 2:14-16

“Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, 
redeeming the time. Let your speech always be with 
grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you 
ought to answer each one.” Colossians 4:5-6

The Apostle Peter wrote to Christians living in various parts of 
the Roman Empire (1 Peter 1:1) and encouraged them to 
endure the trials they were facing. He also encouraged them 
to be ready to share the Gospel of Christ with others, 
especially as people saw them facing tough times with the 
hope they had in Christ.
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“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be 
ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a 
reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and 
fear; 16 having a good conscience, that when they 
defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good 
conduct in Christ may be ashamed.” 1 PETER 3:15-16
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What Jesus Sees

It’s important that we remember how Jesus sees things. He 
looks at the earth with love and compassion and sees a 
harvest that needs laborers.

“But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with 
compassion for them, because they were weary and 
scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. Then He said 
to His disciples, ‘The harvest truly is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into His harvest.” MATTHEW 
9:36-38

He trained and sent out scores of disciples to preach the 
Gospel (Luke 10:1-12). Now He is sending us. May we see 
our world through the eyes of Jesus Christ.
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Chapter Two

Apostles

Apostles (ἀποστόλους) played a very important role in the 
early years of the Church. Jesus chose them personally to 
preach the Gospel and establish congregations of saved 
people in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and across the world 
(Acts 1:8). We know much about what apostles accomplished 
by reading their letters, the Book of Acts, and letters from the 
disciples of the apostles (Apostolic Fathers).

We learn from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Ephesians that 
apostles are part of the foundation of the Church, “the 
household of God,” along with the prophets (Ephesians 2:20). 
The word “foundation” (θεμελίῳ) means thing laid down as a 
foundation, belonging to a foundation. The foundation of a 
building is the substruction of the building. The apostles and 
prophets (their lives and teachings) are part of the foundation 
o f the Church. Jesus is the Chie f Corners tone 
(ἀκρογωνιαίου) of the Church. The word comes from two 

https://faithandselfdefense.com/2016/11/30/a-reading-plan-for-christian-apologists-part-3-1/
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Greek words (ἄκρον and γωνία) that mean at the extreme 
angle or corner. Jesus is the massive cornerstone who 
upholds the Church, made up of both Jews and Gentiles who 
Jesus created “in Himself one new man from the two, thus 
making peace” (Ephesians 2:15).

The Apostle Peter also spoke about the importance of 
Christians being “mindful of the words  which were spoken 
before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us, 
the apostles of the Lord and Savior” (2 Peter 3:2).

Jude, the half brother of Jesus, also wrote to Christians about 
remembering “the words which were spoken before by the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Jude 1:17).

We know from the Letter of Hebrews that God spoke through 
the Old Testament prophets “in time past to the fathers” and 
“in these last days spoken to us by His Son” (Hebrews 1:1-2). 
Jesus taught the apostles the truth of the Gospel message as 
they ministered together. He also sent the Holy Spirit to teach 
them “all things” and bring to their remembrance “all things 
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that I said to you” (John 14:26). The apostles (messenger, 
one sent on a mission) did what Jesus commanded them to 
do – “make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you” (Matthew 28:19-20).

Do we have apostles like those of the New Testament today?
Despite what many teach today, the answer is clearly “no.” 
We know from Acts 1 that the Apostle Peter said an apostle 
had to be a “witness with us of His resurrection” (Acts 1:22). 
The two men who were apostolic candidates to replace Judas 
Iscariot, Justus and Matthias, qualified to be apostles. The 
apostles prayed and cast lots. The lot fell on Matthias and he 
was “numbered with the eleven apostles” (Acts 1:26). Jesus 
later personally chose Saul of Tarsus to be an apostle and 
revealed Himself to him as risen from the dead (Acts 9; 26).
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There are many today who claim to be apostles, see visions, 
be taken up to Heaven physically to meet with God, be guided 
by angels, speak for God, etc. However, those claims are not 
true. They are false apostles and should be avoided.

The only message of the “apostles” that Christians should 
follow today is the message of apostles named in the New 
Testament. Their words as recorded in the Bible are our only 
infallible guide to truth, as promised by Jesus Christ (John 
14:15-18; 15:26-27; 16:12-14). Anything else presented as an 
apostolic message outside of Scripture should be rejected.

Prophets

The prophets (προφήτας) Jesus gave to the Church after His 
resurrection and ascension had the same purpose as 
apostles: “for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come 
to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12-13).
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The apostles often quoted the words of Old Testament 
prophets to demonstrate that what people were seeing had 
been prophesied by the prophets centuries earlier. You will 
find those Old Testament prophets mentioned often in the 
Book of Acts and Letters of the Apostles.

You will also find New Testament prophets mentioned as well. 
Some examples are:

• Acts 11:27-28

• Acts 13:1

• Acts 15:32

The work of the prophet in the New Testament is explained 
well in Ephesians 4, Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians chapters 
12-14. Prophets were to:

• equip saints for their ministries

• prophesy in proportion to their faith

• prophesy from a heart of love
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• speak words of edification, exhortation and comfort to 
people

Anyone who believes Jesus has given them the gift of being a 
prophet should read 1 Corinthians 14 carefully. The Corinthian 
Christians were divided and confused about many issues, one 
of them being spiritual gifts. Paul’s message to them was 
unity in diversity. Spiritual gifts are meant to bring Christians 
together in their service and worship of Christ Jesus (1 
Corinthians 12). Spiritual gifts are meant to be used from 
hearts filled with the love of God for others (1 Corinthians 13). 
Spiritual gifts should be used to help bring order into God’s 
service (1 Corinthians 14). Anything less than that is a misuse 
of spiritual gifts, including the gift of prophecy (prophet).

Even as the apostles warned about false apostles, they also 
warned about false prophets (e.g. Acts 13:6; 2 Peter 2:1; 1 
John 4:1). Jesus warned about false prophets (e.g. Matthew 
7:15; 24:11, 24; Mark 13:22). Unfortunately, Christians around 
the world today are listening to and believing false prophets. 

https://faithandselfdefense.com/2019/06/28/a-laymans-guide-to-false-preachers-and-teachers-part-1/
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That has led to terrible theology and great division in 
Christianity, just as Jesus and the apostles warned.

If someone claims to be a prophet of God, put them to the 
New Testament test. They will pass or fail depending on both 
their theology and their practice. If they pass, listen to what 
they say and follow their example. If they fail, don’t listen to 
what they say and don’t follow their example. Be aware that 
Christian leaders can change. Even good leaders need to be 
watched carefully to see whether they continue “in the faith.” If 
they don’t, go to them with some other strong Christians to 
share your concerns. If they won’t listen to you, have nothing 
more to do with them.

“Now I urge you, brethren, note those  who cause 
divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you 
learned, and avoid them. For those who are such do not 
serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but  their own belly, and by 
smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of 
the simple.” ROMANS 16:17-18
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Evangelists

Evangelists (εὐαγγελιστάς – bearer of good news) are gifted 
people with a message. The message is the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. The Greek word is used only three times in the New 
Testament: Acts 21:8; Ephesians 4:11; 2 Timothy 4:5. Acts 
21:8 gives Philip (one of the seven from Acts 6) the title of 
“Philip the evangelist.” We know from Acts 8 that Philip 
preached the Gospel with great power and effectiveness – 
“And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things 
spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he 
did.” (Acts 8:6) We also see in Acts 8 how God used Philip to 
explain the Gospel to an Ethiopian eunuch who was in charge 
of the treasury of Candace the queen of the Ethiopians. The 
eunuch believed the Gospel and was saved. Interestingly, 
Philip had “four virgin daughters who prophesied” (Acts 21:9). 
Paul told Timothy to “do the work of an evangelist” (2 Timothy 
4:5).
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According to what Paul wrote in his letter to the Ephesians, 
the work of an evangelist includes equipping (training) the 
saints “for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ” (Ephesians 4:12). Evangelists have a gift for 
explaining the Gospel to unbelievers in a way that God 
blesses and saves people. Evangelists also have a 
responsibility to equip Christians in how to explain the Gospel 
to unbelievers in ways that God will bless. Paul is a wonderful 
example of an apostle who evangelized and equipped 
believers to evangelize the lost. Jesus, of course, was the first 
Evangelist – “Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came 
to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and 
saying,  ‘The time is fulfilled, and  the kingdom of God  is at 
hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:14-15) 
Jesus also trained His disciples to preach the Gospel (Luke 
9:1-6; 10:1-12).
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Anyone who believes they are an evangelist should be 
actively involved in sharing the Gospel with unbelievers and 
equipping Christians to share the Gospel with unsaved people 
God brings into their lives. If someone calls themselves an 
evangelist but is not doing the work of an evangelist, be wary 
of what they claim. Know that something is spiritually wrong 
when a person claims to be an evangelist but is not doing the 
work of an evangelist.

God does not give His people special roles in His Church for 
their personal gain. As Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians:

“There are  diversities of gifts, but  the same Spirit. 
There are differences of ministries, but the same 
Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the 
same God who works all in all. But the manifestation 
of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all.” 1 
CORINTHIANS 12:4-7
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Far too many people who claim to be Christian evangelists 
are doing so to become famous and wealthy. Is it any wonder 
that the history of the prosperity gospel (health and wealth) 
includes so many people claiming to be “evangelists.” Beware 
of anyone who is making a lot of money from preaching the 
Gospel.

If someone claims to be an evangelist but is preaching a false 
gospel, warn them and those they are preaching to and avoid 
them if they don’t repent.

Pastors and Teachers

There is good reason from the Greek construction of 
Ephesians 4:11 (Granvill Sharpe’s Rule) to believe that the 
phrase “pastors and teachers” addresses one person, rather 
than separate gifted people.
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Remember that the word “gave” in Ephesians 4:11 is ἔδωκεν, 
not πνευματικῶν (1 Corinthians 12:1) or χαρίσματα 
(Romans 11:29; 12:6; 1 Corinthians 12:4, 9, 28, 30-31). 
Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers are 
what Jesus gave (ἔδωκεν) to the Church. We need to look 
elsewhere in the New Testament to see if what God gave the 
Church are πνευματικῶν or χαρίσματα. You may have 
noticed in the section above about evangelists that they are 
not referenced as πνευματικῶν or χαρίσματα. Preaching the 
Gospel (εὐαγγελίζω – to announce good news) is a “work of 
ministry,” but not a specific spiritual gift. Timothy, who assisted 
the Apostle Paul and served as a leader in the early Church, 
was told to do the “work of an evangelist.”

So, let’s look at “pastors and teachers” to see what spiritual 
gifts they may have, keeping in mind that Jesus gave 
(ἔδωκεν) them to the Church “for the equipping of the saints 
for the work of ministry.”
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The Greek word for “pastor” is ποιμήν and is used 18 times in 
the New Testament. The word means shepherd. The Latin 
translation of the Greek is pastor. A shepherd is a guide, 
provider and protector of a flock of sheep. Jesus said this of 
Himself – “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives 
His life for the sheep.” (John 10:11). The Apostle Peter called 
Jesus the “Shepherd and Overseer of your souls” (1 Peter 
2:25). Peter knew something from Jesus about shepherding 
the flock of God. Jesus told Peter to “Feed My lambs .. Tend 
My  sheep .. Feed My sheep” (John 21:15-17). The word 
“feed” (βόσκω) means to “pasture, feed” the Lord’s lambs and 
sheep. The word “tend” (ποιμαίνω) means “to act as a 
shepherd, guard and protect sheep.” The word “tend” 
(ποιμαίνω) is from the same root as the word ποιμήν (pastor). 
The word ποιμήν is not listed as a spiritual gift (πνευματικῶν 
or χαρίσματα) in the New Testament. It is something gifted 
people do – they “tend” God’s flock.
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The fact that the word “teachers” (διδασκάλους) is combined 
with “pastors” gives us some insight into why Jesus gave 
(ἔδωκεν) them to the Church. Pastors (shepherds, flock 
tenders) guide, pasture and protect God’s people by 
“teaching” them the Truth of God’s Word. “Teaching” 
(διδάσκων) is included in Romans 12:7 as one of several 
χαρίσματα that God has given to His people (Romans 
12:6-8). Paul included the gift of being a “teacher” in a list 
about spiritual gifts that he gave to the Corinthians:

“Now  you are the body of Christ, and  members 
individually. And God has appointed these in the church: 
first  apostles, second  prophets, third teachers, after 
t h a t  m i r a c l e s , t h e n  g i f t s o f 
healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. Are 
all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all 
workers of miracles?” 1 Corinthians 12:27-29
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Notice that God “has appointed these in the church.” Teachers 
follows apostles and prophets in the χαρίσματα list. That 
matches what Paul wrote in Ephesians 4 given that 
evangelists and pastors are not listed as χαρίσματα in the 
New Testament. In Paul’s χαρίσματα list in Romans 12, Paul 
wrote this – “he who teaches, in teaching.” That’s what 
teachers do, they teach. Their primary focus is on teaching 
(διδασκαλίᾳ). The word means instruction. Instruction in 
what? What God has said through the prophets and His Son 
(Hebrews 1:1-2), which includes the sayings and writings of 
His apostles. Nothing more, nothing less.

A Bible “teacher” understands what Jesus told Satan:

“It is written,  ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’” 
MATTHEW 4:4
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Teachers focus on sound doctrine. I’ve been accused of 
focusing too much on doctrine, as if that’s a bad thing. 
Unfortunately, many Christians are confused about the word 
“doctrine.” Those I’ve spoken to about it believe doctrine is 
what church denominations and their leaders teach specific to 
their denominational belief. I understand their concern 
because of the vast differences in many denominations’ 
statement of beliefs. However, that is not the meaning of the 
word doctrine in the New Testament.

The Greek word translated “doctrine” is διδαχὴ and means 
“teaching, what is taught.” Jesus called His teaching “My 
doctrine” in John 7:16. The people who were saved on the 
Day o f Pentecost “cont inued s teadfas t ly in the 
apostles’  doctrine” (Acts 2:42). As we saw earlier, the 
apostles’ doctrine was the same doctrine Jesus taught them. 
That’s the same doctrine pastor-teachers should teach today. 
Unfortunately, that is not always the case:
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“For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
d o c t r i n e ,  b u t a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r o w n 
desires, because  they have itching ears, they will heap 
up for themselves teachers; and they will turn  their ears 
away from the truth, and  be turned aside to fables.” 2 
TIMOTHY 4:3-4

Shepherd-teachers (ποιμήν-διδασκάλους) have a 
responsibility to teach God’s people in a way that guides 
them, feeds them, protects them and equips them for their 
work of ministry. The only way they can do that is to teach the 
doctrine (teachings) of Jesus Christ and His apostles. If a 
particular denominational teaching happens to agree with the 
teachings of Christ and the apostles, that’s good. However, 
many denominational teachings do not agree with the 
teachings of Christ and His apostles. What are Christians 
within those denominations to do when denominational 
teaching is in opposition to New Testament teaching?



Evangelistic Apologetics A Closer Look  of 35 79

“Jesus Christ  is  the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. Do not be carried about with various and strange 
doctrines.” HEBREWS 13:8-9

The section of Ephesians 4 we’re studying continues in verse 
14:

“… that we should no longer be children, tossed to and 
fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of  deceitful 
plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in 
all things into Him who is the head—Christ.” EPHESIANS 
4:14-15

That’s another reason Jesus gave gifts to His Church 
(apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers), so 
that Christians would no longer be little children who are 
tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine (teachings).
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Some Christians through the years have believed the answer 
to the denominational problem is to start new denominations 
or groups or to call themselves non-denominational. However, 
giving yourself or your church a different title does not insure 
against “various and strange doctrines.” It will always return to 
the same solution. We must follow the specific teachings of 
Christ and His apostles. “But,” you say, “my denomination or 
non-denominational church does follow the specific teachings 
of Christ and His apostles.” How do you know that’s true? 
What is the foundation of your belief concerning your church 
or denomination? Is it because you like the people in your 
church, the leaders and the methods of worship? Or is it 
because you know the teachings of Christ and His apostles 
and the teachers in your church are in agreement with them?
Every Christian must be both curious and cautious about what 
church leaders are teaching them. You will find many other 
articles and series in FaithandSelfDefense that address this 
problem, including the ongoing series A Layman’s Guide To 
False Preachers and Teachers. As we mentioned at the 
beginning of this article, you may also find an older series 

https://faithandselfdefense.com/2019/06/28/a-laymans-guide-to-false-preachers-and-teachers-part-1/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/2019/06/28/a-laymans-guide-to-false-preachers-and-teachers-part-1/
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helpful called Evangelistic Apologetics: The Church Under 
Attack.

How do Christians endure the many divisions within 
Christianity and the attacks on the Church? Unfortunately, as 
we saw earlier in Paul’s letter to Timothy, many will not 
endure. We wrote an article addressing both the problem and 
solution last year. It’s called They Will Not Endure. We pray 
that will be helpful to you as well.

https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-worldviews/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-worldviews/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/2020/08/03/they-will-not-endure/
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In Conclusion

Jesus Christ did everything for us. He died for us, rose for us, 
ascended to Heaven for us and gave us gifts. Those gifts 
include apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers. 
Jesus our Great Shepherd gave us those gifts to guide us, 
protect us and feed us. Let’s be wise in who we follow and 
what we believe:

“And He Himself gave some  to be  apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers,  for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
ministry,  for the edifying of  the body of Christ,  till we all 
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to  a perfect man, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer 
be  children, tossed to and fro and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the 
cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the 
truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is 
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the  head—Christ—  from whom the whole body, joined 
and knit together by what every joint supplies, according 
to the effective working by which every part does its 
share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself 
in love.” EPHESIANS 4:11-16
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Chapter Three

Our Ministry

Our ministry (service) is to do whatever Jesus Christ tells us 
to do.

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things 
that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20

“And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15
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Jesus has all authority in Heaven and on earth and wants 
Christians to make disciples of all nations through the 
preaching of the Gospel. Every Christian can go into their 
world and tell someone they know about the good news of 
Jesus Christ. Every Christian can make disciples. Every 
Christian can teach those disciples to observe (obey) 
everything Jesus commands us to do.

We need to remove from Christian thinking that only a 
particular class of Christians can do ministry. There is no 
classism in Christianity. We are all children of God and co-
heirs with Christ.

“For you  are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus.  For  as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ  have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor 
Greek,  there is neither slave nor free, there is neither 
male nor female; for you are all  one in Christ 
Jesus.  And  i f you  are  Christ’s, then you are 
Abraham’s  seed, and  heirs according to the promise.” 
GALATIANS 3:26-29
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“And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit 
of His Son into your hearts, crying out, ‘Abba, Father!’ 
Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir  of God  through Christ.” GALATIANS 
4:6-7

Many Christians have the wrong idea of how Jesus is building 
His Church. Getting the right idea is simply a matter of 
reading the writings of the New Testament in context and 
doing what you read.



Evangelistic Apologetics A Closer Look  of 44 79

Our Best Examples

Jesus Christ and His disciples are our best examples of how 
to conduct a ministry God will bless. We can call what we do 
ministry, but it’s not a real ministry until God blesses it. Jesus 
and the apostles established a pattern for us to follow in our 
life and ministry.

Let’s begin with the ministry of Jesus while He was on earth to 
see how He ministered (served) and how God blessed Him.
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Jesus Christ

We see that from an early age Jesus of Nazareth was laser-
focused on serving His Heavenly Father –

“And He said to them,  ‘Why did you seek Me? Did you 
not know that I must be about My Father’s business?’” 
LUKE 2:49

Jesus, 12-years-old at the time, was not being rude or 
disrespectful to His mother when she asked Him, “Son, why 
have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought 
You anxiously.” Mary and Joseph didn’t understand what 
Jesus was doing or why. Jesus simply responded that He was 
doing His Father’s business. That may have been confusing 
to Mary and Joseph because Joseph’s business had nothing 
to do with the Temple where they found Jesus talking with the 
teachers there. They didn’t understand what Jesus meant by 
His statement. However, Jesus was referring to the business 
of His Heavenly Father. That’s why Jesus came to earth from 
Heaven – to do the will of His Father.
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[You can read more about why God the Father sent God the 
Son to earth in our special series The Great Reveal: Our Epic 
Journey Through Time, Space and Eternity.]

Did God bless Jesus as a boy for His faithful service? He did 
–

“And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor 
with God and men.” LUKE 2:52

The next time we see or hear from Jesus in the Gospel 
accounts is when He was about 30 years old. What was 
Jesus doing during the 18 years between the ages of 12 and 
30? He was increasing in wisdom and stature and favor with 
God and men. God blessed Jesus during all those years.

https://gracelifethoughts.com/2018/05/17/the-great-reveal-our-epic-journey-through-time-space-and-eternity-part-2/
https://gracelifethoughts.com/2018/05/17/the-great-reveal-our-epic-journey-through-time-space-and-eternity-part-2/
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We know that Jesus was an older brother to His half-siblings. 
We know that Jesus learned a trade from Joseph and worked 
closely with him. We don’t know every detail of His life during 
those 18 years, but what we do know is that Jesus increased 
in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and men. God 
blessed Jesus and His service during that time.

We might say that Jesus burst on the public stage at His 
baptism. Here are the Gospel accounts concerning what 
happened at the beginning of what many Christians view as 
the beginning of Jesus public ministry.

“Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to 
be baptized by him.  And John  tried to  prevent Him, 
saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You 
coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to 
him,  ‘Permit  it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to 
fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him. When He 
had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the 
water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, 
and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
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alighting upon Him.  And suddenly a voice  came  from 
heaven, saying,  ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.” Matthew 3:13-17

“It came to pass in those days  that  Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. And immediately, coming up  from the water, He 
saw the heavens parting and the Spirit descending upon 
Him like a dove. Then a voice came from heaven,  ‘You 
are My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” MARK 
1:9-11

“When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that 
Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, the 
heaven was opened. And the Holy Spirit descended in 
bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from 
heaven which said, ‘You are My beloved Son; in You I 
am well pleased.” LUKE 3:21-22
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“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and 
said, ‘Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes 
a Man who  is preferred before me, for He was before 
me.’ I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed 
to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water.’ And John 
bore witness, saying, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from 
heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. I did not 
know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said 
to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ And I have seen and testified that this is the Son 
of God.” JOHN 1:29-34
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I’d like you to notice several very important points –

1. Jesus humbled Himself and identified with the humans 
He had come to save

2. Jesus was obedient to His Father’s will
3. Jesus was joined by God the Father and God the Spirit at 

His baptism – the Trinity was present in all of God’s glory.
4. God the Father identified Jesus as His Son and said to 

Jesus “in You I am well pleased.”
5. John the Baptist, the promised messenger of God who 

would prepare the way for the Messenger of the 
covenant from Malachi 3, baptized Jesus and said, “And I 
have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.”
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Water to Wilderness

“ Immed ia te l y the Sp i r i t  drove H im in to the 
wilderness.  And He was there in the wilderness forty 
days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild 
beasts;  and the angels ministered to Him.” MARK 
1:12-13

The Spirit of God who had descended as a dove on Jesus at 
His baptism in the Jordan River, immediately “drove Him into 
the wilderness.” The second step in Jesus’ blessed ministry 
would be testing and overcoming.

The Gospel of Mark gives us the shortest version of what 
happened during the important testing period following Jesus’ 
public display of obedience. Here is a longer version of what 
happened in the wilderness –

“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty 
days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry.  Now 
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when the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If You are the 
Son of God, command that these stones become bread.’ 
But He answered and said,  ‘It is written,  ‘Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God.’ ‘Then the devil took Him up into 
the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and 
said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself 
down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge 
over you,’ and, ‘In  their  hands they shall bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’  ‘Jesus said to 
him, ‘It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your 
God.’ Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly 
high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their glory.  And he said to Him, ‘All these 
things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.’ 
Then Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! For it is 
written,  ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him 
only you shall serve.’ Then the devil  left Him, and 
behold, angels came and ministered to Him.” MATTHEW 
4:1-11



Evangelistic Apologetics A Closer Look  of 53 79

Notice that at the end of the wilderness test “angels came and 
ministered to Him.” Jesus passed the test and God the Father 
blessed Jesus by sending angels to minister to His physical 
needs.

You will find similar information in Luke 4, but we do see 
something that gives us more insight into Satan’s response to 
Jesus and his evil plans –

“Now when the devil had ended every  temptation, he 
departed from Him until an opportune time.” LUKE 4:13

Satan was not done with Jesus. The wilderness test was 
phase one of Satan’s war against the Son of God, a war that 
had been prophesied thousands of years earlier –

“So the Lord God said to the serpent: Because you have 
done this, You are cursed more than all cattle, And more 
than every beast of the field; On your belly you shall go, 
And you shall eat dust All the days of your life. And I will 
put enmity Between you and the woman, And 
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between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your 
head, And you shall bruise His heel.” GENESIS 3:14-15

Here’s what we’ve seen so far about the ministry of Jesus –

• Doing the business of His Father as a child

• Humble and obedient at His baptism

• Tested in the wilderness

• Passed the test (overcame)

• Blessed by the Father
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Chapter Four

We move now to the next part of our study where we take 
several more steps with Jesus as He left the wilderness and 
began to preach and teach. Let’s see what we can learn 
about our own ministry through the pattern Jesus left for us.
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Repent and Believe the Gospel!

Matthew, Mark and Luke tell us that following His testing in 
the wilderness Jesus began ministering in Galilee. The 
Apostle John doesn’t mention the wilderness testing in his 
Gospel account, but does reveal more information about what 
John the Baptist witnessed during the baptism of Jesus.

Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, 
He departed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came 
and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the 
regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: 
‘The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the way 
of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: 
The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, 
And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of 
death Light has dawned.’ From that time Jesus began to 
preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand. Matthew 4:12-17
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Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and 
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel. Mark 1:14-15

Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, 
and  news of Him went out through all the surrounding 
region.  And He  taught in their synagogues,  being 
glorified by all. Luke 4:14-15

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and 
said, ‘Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes 
a Man who  is preferred before me, for He was before 
me.’ I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed 
to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water.’ And John 
bore witness, saying, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from 
heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. I did not 
know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said 
to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy 
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Spirit.’ And I have seen and testified that this is the Son 
of God.” John 1:29-34

We see here that the Holy Spirit empowered Jesus for 
ministry at every step. The Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus 
during His baptism. John the Baptist prophesied that Jesus 
would baptize with the Holy Spirit. Mark 1:12 tells us that the 
Spirit of God drove Jesus into the wilderness for His testing. 
Luke wrote that Jesus returned from the testing “in the power 
of the Spirit” and  that news about Jesus went out through all 
the surrounding region  and that He  taught in their 
synagogues, being glorified by all.

So, what did the Spirit-empowered Son of God preach and 
teach at the beginning of His earthly ministry?

• “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

• “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. 
Repent, and believe in the gospel.”
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Jesus preached repentance because the “time is fulfilled” and 
the “kingdom of God is at hand.” What does that mean? Let’s 
start with the words Mark used: time, fulfilled, kingdom and at 
hand.

• time .. kairos, meaning “opportune time, fitting season” .. 
other ways to understand the Greek is the emphasis on it 
being the “suitable time, the right moment” .. Jesus 
started His earthly ministry in the right way and at the 
right time to accomplish the right objective ..

• fulfilled .. pléroó, meaning “to complete, make full, fill to 
capacity” .. Jesus’ ministry was a completion or a making 
full of the opportune time ..

• kingdom .. basileia, meaning “royal power, a king’s 
sovereign rule” .. Jesus’ ministry concerned the 
sovereign rule of God ..

• at hand .. eggizó, meaning “to make near, to come near, 
approaching near” .. Jesus’ ministry was a proclamation 
of the Kingdom of God approaching the people to whom 
Jesus ministered ..
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Jesus’ ministry was timed to perfection. His arrival on earth 
fulfilled the many prophecies of the Word of God concerning 
the promise of the Messiah. Jesus did not start His ministry a 
minute too early or a minute too late. It was exactly as God 
planned.

Jesus’ preaching was also exactly what God planned: 
“Repent, and believe in the gospel.” These six words are the 
heart of Jesus’ message during His earthly ministry. He did 
not deviate from them, as we will see during our study.

• repent .. metanoeó, meaning “to change one’s mind or 
purpose, changed after being with, think differently after, 
to perceive afterwards” .. Jesus came to change people’s 
minds about themselves and their lives and about God 
and His Kingdom ..

• believe .. pisteuó, meaning “trust, have faith in, believe 
in, be persuaded about” .. belief follows change .. Jesus 
preached repentance that would lead to a new belief ..

• gospel .. euaggelion, meaning “good news” .. the new 
belief Jesus preached was “the gospel” ..
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These three things, repentance, belief and the Gospel, were 
at the forefront of Jesus ministry. They were also front and 
center in the ministries of the men Jesus chose to follow Him:

Then Peter said to them, Repent, and let every one of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. Acts 2:28

Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from 
the presence of the Lord. Acts 3:19

Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray 
God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven 
you. Acts 8:22

Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now 
commands all men everywhere to repent. Acts 17:30
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Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision, but declared first to those in Damascus 
and in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, 
and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to 
God, and do works befitting repentance. Acts 26:19-20

And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose 
up and said to them: ‘Men and brethren, you know that a 
good while ago God chose among us, that by my mouth 
the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and 
believe. Acts 15:7

So they said, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you 
will be saved, you and your household.’ Acts 16:31

But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life 
dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and 
the ministry  which I received from the Lord Jesus, to 
testify to the gospel of the grace of God. Acts 20:24
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For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the 
power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for 
the Jew first and also for the Greek. Romans 1:16

Repent and believe the Gospel. That was Jesus’ ministry, the 
apostles’ ministry, the ministry of the early Church, and I 
believe our ministry as well. Jesus came at the perfect time 
with the perfect message. We cannot and should not try to 
change it in any way. Make sure that your ministry, at its core, 
contains these words: repent and believe the Gospel.
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Chapter Five

We move now to the next part of our study where we see 
what Jesus preached in the Jewish synagogues.

What is a Synagogue?

Synagogues are where Jews meet each Sabbath Day “to 
gather.” The word “synagogue” means “a gathering place.” 
Worship in synagogues include reciting of the Shema, reading 
and teaching from the Law and Prophets, sharing a sermon, 
praying and a benediction. The traditional function of a 
synagogue included the ideas of being a “house of prayer,” 
“house of assembly” (beit k’nesset), and “house of study.”

While Conservative Jews continue to use the word 
“synagogue” for their place of assembly, Orthodox and 
Chasidim Jews use the word “shul” (Yiddish for “school”) and 
Reform Jews use the word “temple” because they view it is a 
replacement for The Temple that no longer exists in 
Jerusalem.



Evangelistic Apologetics A Closer Look  of 67 79

Synagogues in ancient times were also used for community 
meetings, judicial proceedings, and even lodging for travelers 
during the week. Synagogues were an important part of each 
city, town and village. Some larger communities had more 
than one synagogue because rabbis would not travel more 
than the prescribed Sabbath Day Journey (about three-
thousand feet).

Synagogues were important after the destruction of the First 
Temple and Jews were moved from Judah to Babylon. 
Without a Temple, synagogues became central to worship 
and religious activity for Jews. Synagogues continued even 
after Zerrubabel built the Second Temple at the end of the 6th 
century BC. Archeological evidence has revealed that 
synagogues were built throughout the Diaspora (name for 
Jewish dispersion after 586 BC).



Evangelistic Apologetics A Closer Look  of 68 79

Jesus and Synagogues

Jesus was born in Bethlehem, but grew up in Nazareth. 
Nazareth was the home of Joseph and Mary — his virgin 
mother (Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-27; 2:4-5). Nazareth was 
a small town located about twelve miles southwest of the Sea 
of Galilee. The population of Nazareth in the early part of the 
1st Century AD is estimated to have been 300-400 people. 
The size of town was so small that it probably had only one 
synagogue. That was the synagogue where Jesus attended 
as a boy, teenager and young man. Aramaic was the common 
language of the people. Boys would have learned to read 
Hebrew as part of their training in Judaism.

It came to pass in those days  that  Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan.  MARK 1:9
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Jesus lived in Nazareth until the day he went to the Jordan 
River to be baptized. Jesus went directly from His baptism to 
be tested by Satan in the wilderness. After His testing, Jesus 
returned to Galilee to preach the Gospel — “The time is 
fulfilled, and  the kingdom of God  is at hand. Repent, and 
believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15).

Matthew wrote that “Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues, preaching  the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among 
the people.  Then  His fame went throughout all Syria; and 
they  brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with 
various diseases and torments, and those who were demon-
possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. 
G r e a t m u l t i t u d e s f o l l o w e d H i m — f r o m G a l i l e e , 
and  from  Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the 
Jordan.” (Matthew 4:23-25)
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Mark wrote that “Then they went into Capernaum, and 
immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and 
taught.  And they were astonished at His teaching, for He 
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” 
(Mark 1:21-22) The people at the synagogue in Capernum 
were also amazed to see Jesus cast an unclean spirit 
(demon) out of a man in the synagogue. The people were 
amazed and questioned among themselves — “What is this? 
What new doctrine  is  this? For with authority He commands 
even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him.’ And immediately 
His  fame spread throughout all the region around Galilee.” 
(Mark 1:27-28)

Luke wrote — “Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit 
to  Galilee, and  news of Him went out through all the 
surrounding region. And He taught in their synagogues, being 
glorified by all.” (Luke 4:14-15)
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John doesn’t mention Jesus preaching in synagogues, but 
does share this insight about Nazareth at the beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry — “The following day Jesus wanted to go to 
Galilee, and He found  Philip and said to him,  ‘Follow 
Me.’ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found 
Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote
—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’ And Nathanael said 
to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said 
to him, ‘Come and see.” (John 1:43-46)
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Jesus Rejected in Nazareth

Jesus visited His synagogue in Nazareth early in His ministry. 
These were His family and friends. They had known Jesus 
since He was a little boy. We know from Luke’s account of 
Jesus’ life that He “increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and men” (Luke 2:52). Certainly, the people of 
Nazareth would welcome Jesus and His Gospel message 
with open arms, but that is not what happened — not even 
close.

So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought 
up. And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue 
on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. And He was 
handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had 
opened the book, He found the place where it was 
written: The Spirit of the Lord  is upon Me, Because He 
has anointed Me To preach the gospel to  the poor; He 
has sent Me  to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim 
liberty to  the captives And recovery of sight to  the blind, 
To  set at liberty those who are  oppressed; To proclaim 
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the acceptable year of the  Lord.’ Then He closed the 
book, and gave  it  back to the attendant and sat down. 
And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were 
fixed on Him. And He began to say to them,  ‘Today this 
Scripture is  fulfilled in your hearing.’ So all bore witness 
to Him, and  marveled at the gracious words which 
proceeded out of His mouth. And they said,  Is this not 
Joseph’s son?’ He said to them,  ‘You will surely say this 
proverb to Me, ‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we 
have heard done inCapernaum, do also here in  Your 
country.’ Then He said,  ‘Assuredly, I say to you, 
no prophet is accepted in his own country. But I tell you 
truly, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, 
when the heaven was shut up three years and six 
months, and there was a great famine throughout all the 
land; but to none of them was Elijah sent except 
to  Zarephath,  in the region  of Sidon, to a woman who 
was a widow. And many lepers were in Israel in the time 
of Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed 
except Naaman the Syrian.’ So all those in the 
synagogue, when they heard these things, were  filled 
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with wrath, and rose up and thrust Him out of the city; 
and they led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city 
was built, that they might throw Him down over the 
cliff. Then  passing through the midst of them, He went 
His way. LUKE 4:16-29

The people in attendance at the Nazareth synagogue that day 
were deeply offended by what Jesus said. It was not at all 
what they expected to hear from Him. Apparently, Jesus had 
never spoken like this before. It was His custom to go to the 
synagogue in Nazareth on the Sabbath Day and read. He was 
handed the Book of Isaiah and turned to the portion we know 
as Chapter 61. Who did He think He was? Had all the fame 
He was getting from people in other towns going to His head? 
Had He lost His mind? He was the son of Joseph, a member 
of the synagogue. He should show more respect and not 
claim to be something or someone He wasn’t! And then, of all 
things, to mention Gentiles in the middle of the service. How 
dare Him! Blasphemy! Something needs to be done to Him 
immediately. Let’s throw Him over a cliff and kill Him!
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What a strange story in the middle of all the wonderful things 
Jesus was doing in other towns and villages in the region of 
Galilee. Why did He go and upset His own family and friends 
and in His home synagogue of all places?

Matthew and Mark’s Gospel accounts gives a little more 
information about who was in the synagogue that day ..

Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these 
parables, that He departed from there.  When He had 
come to His own country, He taught them in their 
synagogue, so that they were astonished and said, 
‘Where did this Man  get this wisdom and  these mighty 
works? Is this not the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother 
called Mary? And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and 
Judas? And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where 
then did this  Man  get all these things?’ So they  were 
offended at Him. But Jesus said to them,  ‘A prophet is 
not without honor except in his own country and in his 
own house.’ Now He did not do many mighty works there 
because of their unbelief. MATTHEW 13:53-58
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Then  He went out from there and came to His own 
country, and His disciples followed Him. And when the 
Sabbath had come, He began to teach in the synagogue. 
A n d m a n y h e a r i n g  H i m  w e r e  a s t o n i s h e d , 
saying,  ‘Where did  this Man get  these things? And what 
wisdom  is  this which is given to Him, that such mighty 
works are performed by His hands!  Is this not the 
carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, 
Judas, and Simon? And are not His sisters here with us?’ 
So they were offended at Him. But Jesus said to them, ‘A 
prophet is not without honor except in his own country, 
among his own relatives, and in his own house.’ Now He 
could do no mighty work there, except that He laid His 
hands on a few sick people and healed  them. And He 
marveled because of their unbelief. Then He went about 
the villages in a circuit, teaching. MARK 6:1-6

We see that Jesus’ disciples were with Him in addition to His 
entire family and other members of the synagogue. The 
people were offended at Him because of what He said and 
the claims He made (the things we read in Luke’s account). 
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They viewed Jesus as no more than just the son of a 
carpenter (Joseph had probably passed away by this time 
since he’s never mentioned in attendance at the synagogue 
or at other times when family members visited Jesus) and just 
one of many young adults who had attended the synagogue 
since they were children. Because of the people’s lack of 
unbelief, Jesus only healed a few sick people in Nazareth. 
Jesus did much greater things in other synagogues because 
the people believed His words and actions. As Jesus said, “A 
prophet is not without honor except in his own country, among 
his own relatives, and in his own house.”
 
The people in the Nazareth synagogue were scandalized by 
what Jesus said. The Greek word for “offended” is 
eskandalizonto (scandalized, to cause to stumble, become 
ensnared) and means that the words of Jesus actually caused 
them to stumble and sin. Their shock and offense came 
because of their sin of unbelief. The people stumbled over the 
truth of who Jesus was and relied on their human senses 
concerning His identity. They knew Jesus as a little boy, as a 
teenager and young man. They knew Him to be a loving, 
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gracious and dutiful son. They thought of Him as a carpenter 
and son of a carpenter. Jesus was not a scholar. He had not 
attended one of the fine rabbinical schools of the time. He had 
not been ordained by the religious leaders. The people in that 
synagogue were not able to see with Jesus with spiritual 
eyes. They allowed their human ideas block out the 
supernatural reality of who stood before them in their 
synagogue. Jesus had been ordained (anointed) by God to 
preach the Gospel to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, and to set at liberty those who are oppressed. What the 
people in the synagogue in Nazareth did not understand was 
that the Spirit of God had anointed Jesus to do all of that for 
them. They were spiritually poor, broken hearted, captive, 
blind and oppressed. They couldn’t see it and missed out on a 
great blessing from God.
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Next eBook

The next eBook in our “Evangelistic Apologetics - A Closer 
Look” series will delve into the wonderful Gospel message 
that Jesus Christ preached on earth.
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