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Hebrew Roots

You may have heard of Messianic Judaism, but have you 
heard of the Hebrew Roots Movement (HRM)? I met some 
Messianic Jews about 45 years ago and learned a lot about 
them and their beliefs, but it would be another 20 years before 
I would hear from members of the Hebrew Roots Movement. 
Are they the same? Different?

I started blogging online in March of 1995 and began hearing 
from people around the world who agreed and disagreed with 
what I wrote. Many challenged my use of the Apostle Paul’s 
writings in Bible studies and commentaries on Christianity. 
They told me Paul’s letters were not to be trusted and should 
be avoided.
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Here is one of those comments.

Paul of Tarsus preached lies and lawlessness and the 
Jewish ‘Christians’ and Apostles were doing all they could 
to keep this charlatan in check, while keeping the flock’s 
eyes on Christ.

Paul of Tarsus was a heretical ‘hippy’ who burst onto the 
scene preaching the tenets of free love along with axioms 
of anarchy, thus it appears he was being called to 
Jerusalem by St. James, in order to be officially ex-
communicated from the church.’

“DAMASCUS DOCUMENT” – DEAD SEA SCROLLS

When I asked some of the people who contacted me what 
New Testament writings could be trusted, they said Matthew’s 
Gospel as written in Hebrew rather than Greek as well as 
James and Jude – also as written in Hebrew rather than 
Greek. They emphasized the importance of reading the New 
Testament in Hebrew instead of Greek. They said the Greek 
text of the New Testament was corrupt and only the Hebrew 

https://faithandselfdefense.com/2017/05/09/a-reading-plan-for-christian-apologists-part-3-9/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/2017/05/09/a-reading-plan-for-christian-apologists-part-3-9/
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text could be trusted. What Hebrew text of the New 
Testament? We’ll look into that as we continue our study.

I asked them to tell me more about themselves and many said 
they were members of the Hebrew Roots Movement (HRM). 
Others identified themselves as modern Ebionites. You can 
read some of their comments to my series about the Apostle 
Paul here.

One of the people who commented on my views concerning 
the Ebionites wrote that he was a member of the Messianic/
Jewish/Hebrew-Roots (MJHR) movement and that they were 
working hard to fight the rise of neo-ebionism.

Indeed there are a *lot* of us in MJHR who hold to these 
truths, and combat Ebionism on a regular basis.

https://faithandselfdefense.com/2013/09/13/paul-apostle-or-fraud-part-10/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/2013/09/13/paul-apostle-or-fraud-part-10/
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I thanked the writer for his response and told him the 
comments that concerned me were those people who did not 
believe Jesus Christ is God and did not believe Paul’s letters 
were Scripture. We’ll look deeper into both of those important 
areas in our series.

I also came across an off-shoot of the movement during 
research into  New Apostolic Reformation and Christian 
Zionism.

First, let’s learn more about the Hebrew Roots Movement 
(aka Hebraic Roots, Jewish Roots, Hebrew Roots 
Awakening).

https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/thinking-about-christian-unity-3.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/thinking-about-christian-unity-4.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/thinking-about-christian-unity-4.pdf
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What Is Hebrew Roots?

It’s important that we use the language of people  involved in 
HRM. It’s a matter of objectivity and fairness. For an answer 
to the question, “What Is Hebrew Roots?”, let’s look at how 
self-identified members of that movement respond to the 
question –

Hebrew Roots is a movement emerging around the world 
that advocates returning to the understanding of the 
Scriptures, perspectives, and beliefs of first-century faith. 
We are removed from Protestant Christianity, Rabbinic 
Judaism, and Messianic Judaism because of core belief 
differences. House of David Fellowship

Hebrew Roots ® is a teaching ministry dedicated to 
exploring the Hebraic roots of the Christian Faith … Much 
of the teaching taking place in the Christian Community 
today ignores the fact that Y’shua is not only our promised 
Savior, He was also a first century Jew. He was reared in 

http://www.houseofdavidfellowship.com/qanda.htm
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the Jewish lifestyle of that day, as were nearly all of those 
with whom He came in contact.

Many believe that the Apostle Paul did away with all the 
“Jewishness” of the Old Testament and began a new 
religion (called Christianity) based totally on the New 
Testament. Nothing could be further from the truth, for near 
the end of his ministry Paul stated very clearly that he still 
considered himself to be a member of the sect of the 
Pharisees: “But when Paul perceived that one part were 
Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the 
council, ‘Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a 
Pharisee; … ‘ (Acts 23:6)” Hebrew Roots ®

The organized Christian church has, for two millennia, cut 
herself off from her roots. The modern church has, instead, 
planted an entirely new tree. This tree has rejected the fruit 
of YHWH’s feasts, His Shabbat, His Torah, His dietary laws, 
and even His Name. Wildbranch Ministry

http://www.hebrewroots.net/about/
https://www.wildbranch.org/about/
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Our desire is to help lead people to salvation through the 
One and Only True God, the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, and His Son Yeshua the Messiah. Therefore we lift 
up and magnify the Torah of Moses (first five books of the 
Bible) as the foundational document that instructs us on 
how to walk out our faith. With the Torah as a firm 
foundation, we promote the study of the remainder of 
Scripture, including the prophets and the writings and the 
New Testament … Our primary goal is to teach the Torah 
from a thematic perspective, since it is the foundational 
document given to us by The Holy One to teach us how to 
draw near to Him. A good understanding of the Torah will 
provide the foundation for properly interpreting the rest of 
the Tanakh (Old Testament) and the New Testament 
writings. Restoration of Torah Ministries

Hebrew Roots is an “awakening” – an awakening to the 
walk of faith God gave the Hebrew people. It is an attempt 
to pattern one’s life after the examples of righteousness 
God gave us . . . men like the ‘fathers’ – Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, and of course – the ‘Hebrew of Hebrews’, 

https://www.restorationoftorah.org/about-rtm


The Hebrew Roots Movement  of 10 71

Messiah Yeshua. We believe we are a part of the 
restoration of all things that must take place before the end 
of the age and the restoration of the Kingdom of God on 
Earth … Ami Yisrael (“My people Israel”) is a Sabbath 
keeping, Torah pursuant, Hebrew Roots fellowship that is 
firmly grounded on the teachings and example of Yeshua 
the Messiah (Jesus Christ). Ami Yisrael

The 20th century saw a variety of movements and groups 
focused on returning Christianity to its Hebrew roots (e.g. 
Torah observance, Sabbath keeping, annual Feast Days 
keeping, Kosher diet, etc.) – including:

• Sacred Name Movement (Clarence Dodd and A.B. 
Traina)

• Worldwide Church of God (Herbert W. Armstrong)

• Triumph Prophetic Ministries (William Dankenbring)

• Hebrew Roots ® (Dean and Susan Wheelock)

• Hatikva Ministries (Joseph Good)

• Wildbranch Ministries (Brad Scott)

• Alliance of Redeemed Israel (Angus and Batya Wootten)

http://www.amiyisrael.org/AYF.html
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• Open Church Ministries (Dean Cozzens)

• Hebraic Heritage Ministries International (Eddie 
Chumney)

• Shoreshim Ministries (Bill Cloud)

• Shofar Ministries (Sheila Crawford)

• Lion & Lamb Ministries (Monte Judah)

• A Rood Awakening International (Michael Rood)
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HRM Beliefs

Here are some of the beliefs I found to be prominent within 
the Hebrew Roots Movement. Keep in mind that groups that 
identify with Hebrew Roots do not necessarily agree with each 
other on every point of belief (much like Protestant 
denominations), but these are some of the beliefs that appear 
to be primary.

• Restoring Christianity to its Hebrew (Jewish) roots

• Requiring the use of the name Yaweh rather than God or 
Lord and Yeshua rather than Jesus

• Belief that Jesus (Yeshua) is God (Yaweh) (there seems 
to be some disagreement by different HRM groups about 
whether Jesus is God in the Flesh or if God elevated the 
human ‘man’ Jesus to a position of deity .. we’ll look into 
that as our investigation continues)

• Helping believers express their faith in Yeshua as 
Messiah by returning to and keeping the Torah of Yeshua

• People are not saved by works, but the precepts of the 
Torah are eternally binding
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• Viewing the Torah as the primary document for living the 
life God intends for followers of Jesus (Yeshua)

• Every believer should walk a Torah-observant life

• Believers must ‘endure to the end’ in their observance of 
the Torah

• The original Hebrew versions of Gospel writings are 
superior to Greek texts, which many in the HRM believe 
were corrupted. (Hebrew Roots has its own Bibles – 
Qodesh Cepher, Sacred Name New Testament, Sacred 
Name Bible, Holy Name Bible)

• The Epistles of the Apostle Paul are often ignored and 
sometimes rejected

• Pagan traditions adopted by Christians are not to be 
followed

• Hebrew terminology is used in meetings along with 
Jewish symbols and ‘Messianic’ music and dancing 
(known as Davidic Dancing)

• Believers should keep the seventh-day Sabbath and 
annual Passover
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• Believers should keep the annual Feast Days (e.g. Feast 
of Weeks, Feast of Trumpets, Day of Atonement, Feast 
of Tabernacles)

• Removed from Protestant Christianity because of core 
belief differences

• Removed from Messianic Judaism because of core belief 
differences

• Removed from Rabbinic Judaism because of core belief 
differences

• Gentiles keep the Law through the One Law theory and 
Two House theology

<div class="player-unavailable"><h1 class="message">An error occurred.</h1><div 
cNext Time
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HRM Beliefs

What do members of the Hebrew Roots Movement believe 
about God? What do they teach and preach about Jesus? 
What do they expect other HRM members to practice? Do 
HRM groups agree with each other in every point of teaching 
and belief? Let’s look at several HRM teachers to see what 
they believe. 

God (Yaweh)

Let’s begin by looking at what HRM believes about God 
(Yaweh). At this point in our research, we are using written 
quotes (with links to Internet quotes) from different leaders in 
the HRM .

** Many of the HRM groups do not include a statement of 
beliefs on their websites or in their books, so we are referring 
to those sites and books where what they believe is stated 
clearly. We don’t want to misrepresent what they believe.
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“We believe in ONE God, Yehovah, as He revealed Himself 
in the Holy Bible (Deut. 6:4). He is God the Father and the 
only true God, as stated by Yeshua (John 17:3). Together 
with Yeshua, they are one (“echad” in the Hebrew) meaning 
compound unity of oneness. Yehovah is NOT a trinity. The 
teaching of the mainstream churches that God is a “Trinity” 
composed of three Persons (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) is 
in gross error and is a pagan concept going back to 
Nimrod, Semiramis, and Tammuz – the original pagan 
“trinity” of father, mother and child.”
WILLIAM F. DANKENBRING, TRIUMPH PROPHETIC MINISTRIES

“We affirm that ethical monotheism is the cornerstone of all 
biblical faith: that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
the God of the prophets, and the God of the apostles is the 
one true God.”
HEBRAIC HERITAGE CHRISTIAN CENTER

http://triumphpro.info/category/statement-of-beliefs/
https://www.hebraiccenter.org/about/affirmations-beliefs-and-concerns/
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“There must always be but one God, the Father, and but 
one Lord, Jesus the Messiah, and that walking after Him 
requires the indwelling presence and empowerment of the 
Spirit of Truth.”
 CENTER FOR JUDAIC-CHRISTIAN STUDIES

“We believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”
FOUNDED IN TRUTH

“Our God and His plan for the ages has been around a long 
time. Our God bows to no one. He is more powerful than 
any other force in existence. Our God’s wisdom has proven 
to outlast and outshine any and all methods and 
philosophies mankind has come up with.”

YESHUA ISRAEL

“We believe that there is ONE Creator, GOD, Who reveals 
Himself in the dimensions of Father, Son (The Messiah), 
and Holy Spirit.” ACTS II MINISTRIES

https://www.jcstudies.com/our-purpose
https://foundedintruth.com/beliefs/
https://www.yeshuaisrael.com/discovering-hebrew-roots/
https://www.actsiiministries.org/core-beliefs/
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“There is one Almighty. Revealed by His Name as YHVH.”
MANNA FROM HEAVEN MINISTRIES

“We affirm that the Heavenly Father’s Name is Yahweh, 
Psalm 68:4; Isaiah 42:8; Jeremiah 16:21. Yahweh is His 
Name forever, and is the verb of existence, Exodus 
3:14-15; Isaiah 63:12. He is the Supreme Ruler over 
everything. Worship is to be directed toward Him and He is 
to be venerated above all, Exodus 20:5; Deuteronomy, 6:4, 
13; 2Kings 17:36; Psalm 99:9; Matthew 4:10. We are 
commanded to use and revere Yahweh’s Name, Exodus 
20:7; Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy 28:58; Psalm 105:1; 
Isaiah 52:6; Matthew 6:9; John 17:26.”
YAHWEH’S RESTORATION MINISTRY

https://livingmanna.net/sample-page/hebraic-ministries/
https://yrm.org/statement-of-beliefs/
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Jesus (Yeshua)

“The doctrine of the Holy Trinity has become the most 
defining doctrine of Christianity. Indeed, it is the ultimate 
test of orthodoxy. Nevertheless, it must be rejected on the 
basis that it is unscriptural even though it has been 
generally accepted for 1,500 years. It must be replaced with 
the nomenclature revealed in the writings of the New 
Testament in order for believers to return to the Hebraic 
roots and function of that early church.”

KEN GARRISON, HEBRAIC ROOTS

“We believe that Jesus (Yeshua) is the only begotten Son of 
God and the Messiah who is the Word and the firstborn of 
all creation (Col 1:15), the beginning of the Creation of God 
(Rev.3:14), who became flesh and dwelt among us (John 
1:14). Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life: no one can 
come to the Father, Yehovah, except through Him (John 
14:6). In Him, dwells the fullness of the Godhead (Col 2:9). 
We believe in His virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14), that He led a 

http://hebraic%20roots/
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sinless life (2 Cor. 5:21) and that through His atoning death 
(Heb. 9 and 10) and bodily resurrection, we are saved by 
grace through faith in Him. We believe in the physical/literal 
return of Jesus Christ as the King of Kings to rule on this 
earth from Jerusalem.”
WILLIAM F. DANKENBRING, TRIUMPH PROPHETIC MINISTRIES

“We affirm that fully within the context of biblical 
monotheism, the fullness of God was made flesh in the 
person of Jesus (Yeshua) who was and is both the divine 
Messiah and the risen Lord for all humanity.”
HEBRAIC HERITAGE CHRISTIAN CENTER

“Yeshua created the heavens and the earth (John 1:3,10, 
Colossians 1:15-16). Yeshua made covenant with Abraham 
(Galations 3:16). Yeshua gave the Torah at Mt Sinai (Matt 
1:21, Luke 2:11, James 4:12). Yeshua is the right hand who 
defeated Pharaoh’s army at the Red Sea (Exodus 15:3-4). 
Yeshua is the glory of God (Revelation 21:23) who led the 
children of Israel by the cloud by day and pillar of fire by 
night (Exodus 13:20-21, Exodus 24:15-17). Yeshua is the 
angel (Hebrew word means ‘messenger’) of the Lord who 

http://triumphpro.info/category/statement-of-beliefs/
https://www.hebraiccenter.org/about/affirmations-beliefs-and-concerns/
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appeared to Moses at the burning bush (Exodus 3:2) and 
told Moses that He was the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob (Exodus 3:14-15). Therefore, Yeshua must be 
Yahweh Elohim who became flesh and dwelt among men 
(John 1:14).”
EDDIE CHUMNEY, HEBRAIC HERITAGE MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL

“We believe Yeshua’s origin is divine and from The Father 
… We believe Yeshua is the Messiah (anointed) spoken of 
by the prophets.”
FOUNDED IN TRUTH

“Yeshua‘ the Messiah is precisely what He claimed to be, 
the manifestation of the Word of God, YHVH the Creator of 
all that there is. Yeshua‘ claims attributes that God alone 
claims to have.”
BRAD SCOTT, THE WILDBRANCH MINISTRY

http://hebroots.com/is-yeshua_yhvh/
https://foundedintruth.com/beliefs/
http://www.wildbranch.org/teachings/lessons/lesson105.html
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“Jesus is 100% God, and 100% man (a true mystery). He is 
one with the Father and the Holy Spirit. They are not 
separate “gods,” nor is the Father the “old god” and Yeshua 
the “new god”.”
TORAH CLASS

“We believe in the Deity of Y’shua Ha’Maschiach (Jesus 
Christ) [John 1:1-18], and His virgin birth [Isaiah 9:6; 
Matthew 1:18-25]. We believe that Jesus Christ is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life – no one comes to the Father except 
through Him [John 14:6; John 6:29, 40, 44; I John 5:11-12].”
ACTS II MINISTRIES

“There is one Almighty. Revealed by His Name as YHVH. In 
the incarnation of our Savior, Yahshua the Messiah. His 
virgin birth, sinless life, suffering and death on the 
execution stake, and subsequent Resurrection. Which 
bought our redemption.”

MANNA FROM HEAVEN MINISTRIES

https://www.torahclass.com/our-beliefs
https://www.actsiiministries.org/core-beliefs/
https://livingmanna.net/sample-page/hebraic-ministries/
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“We affirm that the true Name for the Messiah is Yahshua. 
Yahshua literally means, “Yahweh saves” or “Yahweh is 
salvation.” His Name is a contraction of YAHweh and 
hoSHUA. He literally came in His Father’s Name, John 
5:43. Yahshua is the only name under Heaven that offers 
salvation to all those that would call upon it, Acts 4:12. He 
pre-existed before His earthly birth and was the spokesman 
for the Father in the Old Testament, Genesis 1:26; 19:24; 
Proverbs 8:25; Micah 5:2; John 1:1-3; 8:58; 13:3; 16:28-30; 
1Corinthians 10:4; Colossians 1:15-17. We believe that He 
came in human form and was born of a virgin by Yahweh’s 
own power, Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23; John 17:5; 
Philippians 2:5-7. Yahshua lived a completely sinless life, 
Isaiah 53:9; 1 Peter 2:22, and died upon the torture stake 
through which we have atonement for our sins, Isaiah 53; 
Hebrews 9. On the third day He rose from the tomb to be 
the mediator between mankind and Yahweh, Matthew 
12:40; John 14:6; 1Corinthians 15:1-8; Hebrews 3:1; 4:14.”
YAHWEH’S RESTORATION MINISTRY

https://yrm.org/statement-of-beliefs/
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Jesus was ‘birthed,’ but not created. Arius was not 
completely wrong. Much of what Arius believed was right. 
God did ‘birth’ Jesus. God gave Jesus all authority for the 
purpose of ultimate redemption. God gave Jesus His 
divinity (fullness). God decided that His fullness would exist 
in Jesus.

The Council of Nicea began the formula of the Holy Trinity. 
It didn’t exist prior to 325 AD. The 4th century Church 
invented the Trinity to control Christianity. Arius had a much 
more biblical view of who God is, but the 4th century 
councils opposed Arius and his followers. The councils 
intended to destroy the Nazarene church. However, the 
Nazarene church were the Judaizers, which was the biblical 
church.

TZEMACH INSTITUTE FOR BIBLICAL STUDIES, NEW 

COVENANT GOSPELS, CLASS 5: JOHN’S GOSPEL (PT. 1)

https://fellowshipchurchofwintersprings.org/tzemach-institute-for-biblical-studies/
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“What if I told you that the ‘Trinity’ is not based on Scripture; 
in fact the word ‘Trinity’ does not even occur in Scripture. 
Nowhere is it to be found, matter of fact. If you look at 
history, what we find is this. The ‘Trinity,’ the concept of a 
‘Trinity,’ is not something we find in the New Testament. 
This is something that developed over hundreds of years by 
the way. As a matter of fact, the ‘Trinity’ within Christianity 
was not developed until 300 years after Messiah came and 
died for our sins … But here’s the reality of the ‘Trinity’ and 
that is it is based on pagan ideas and concepts.”
PASTOR RANDY FOLLIARD, YAHWEH’S RESTORATION MINISTRY 

https://youtu.be/bThWd1HgnTY
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The Holy Spirit (Ruach)

“The Holy Spirit is the power of Yehovah which He uses to 
strengthen, teach and comfort all Christians and is also 
used to beget new Christians as future sons and daughters 
of God. The Holy Spirit is the power, essence and mind of 
God.”
WILLIAM F. DANKENBRING, TRIUMPH PROPHETIC MINISTRIES

“We affirm that God manifest as the Holy Spirit is entirely in 
the context of biblical monotheism.”
HEBRAIC HERITAGE CHRISTIAN CENTER

“As the Author of Scripture, He can illumine the student’s 
understanding as he searches God’s Word.”
SHOFAR MINISTRIES

http://triumphpro.info/category/statement-of-beliefs/
https://www.hebraiccenter.org/about/affirmations-beliefs-and-concerns/
http://www.shofarministries.net/roots.html
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“We affirm that the Holy Spirit is an invisible force 
proceeding from the Heavenly Father. It is in essence the 
mind and power of Yahweh, which is also bestowed upon 
the Son, Luke 24:49; John 15:26. The Holy Spirit is placed 
within those who are baptized into the saving Name of 
Yahshua the Messiah through the laying on hands of the 
presbytery, Acts 2:38; 5:32; 8:17; 19:6; 1Timothy 4:14; 
2Timothy 1:6. Through this power a person receives 
Yahweh’s strength to overcome sin and live a repentant life. 
The Holy Spirit is the acting agent by which Yahweh and 
His Son accomplish their will.”
YAHWEH’S RESTORATION MINISTRY

https://yrm.org/statement-of-beliefs/
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In the last chapter of our series about the Hebrew Roots 
Movement (HRM), we began looking at what HRM members 
believe.

We started with their beliefs about God (Yaweh), Jesus 
(Jeshua) and the Holy Spirit (Ruach). 

We now move to what some Christian critics say about these 
specific HRM beliefs.

[*We do not necessarily endorse the critics listed below or 
their ministries or websites. Our purpose is to share some of 
the oppositional viewpoints to beliefs in the Hebrew Roots 
Movement. I will share my observations in the second section 
of this series.]
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God (Yaweh)

“The Sacred Name Movement’s focus on the Hebrew 
words and names for God and Jesus is also unbiblical. The 
Bible uses Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic spellings, 
descriptions, and words for each. It is not erring to refer to 
God’s Son as Jesus (the English translation of a Hebrew 
name) or for Spanish people to refer to Him as Jesus. It 
would not be wrong for the Chinese, Russian, or Xhosa to 
speak of God’s Son by His translated name into their 
language either. Even within the Sacred Name Movement 
there is disagreement on which of the sacred names should 
be used—Yahowah, Yahweh, Yahshua, Yahvah, Yahwah, 
Yahowah, and others are all in contention.” Compelling 
Truth

“The Sacred Name Only movement, while raising the 
awareness of the proper name of our Creator, tends to 
purposefully interject a great deal of confusion into the 
Body of Messiah. A Sacred Name Only ideology is not at all 
concerned with how avid verbalization of the Divine Name 

https://www.compellingtruth.org/sacred-name-movement.html
https://www.compellingtruth.org/sacred-name-movement.html
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YHWH in the public assembly can wreak unspeakable 
damage to Jewish evangelism, greatly offending Jewish 
non-Believers—and confuse many evangelical Protestants 
interested in Messianic things for that same matter. A 
Sacred Name Only ideology broadly promotes the idea that 
if you do not use the Divine Name YHWH in your regular 
speech, then our Creator will not be capable of hearing 
your prayers. Those who adhere to a Sacred Name Only 
ideology tend to be very contentious, and will not hesitate to 
bring confusion and derision into a Messianic congregation 
where Hebrew titles such as Adonai or HaShem are used. 
Yet, it is quite ironic that Sacred Name Only proponents 
tend to be internally divided among themselves, as they do 
not often agree on how the Divine Name YHWH/YHVH is to 
be pronounced. Standard forms proposed by scholars, 
such as Yahweh or Yahveh, now have to compete with 
other renderings, such as Yehovah or Yahuah.
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While it is important for us to be aware of how our Creator 
has a proper name, appearing in the Hebrew Scriptures, a 
Sacred Name Only ideology is most probably going to bring 
great damage to your Messianic congregation or 
fellowship.” Messianic Apologetics

“A subtle, though sometimes outright denial of the Trinity. 
There are great ponderings among Law Keepers about how 
paganism has permeated Christianity throughout history. 
Some of it is true – some pagan customs have influenced 
Christian traditions. That topic will be addressed in a future 
post. In the realm of the existence/non-existence of the 
Trinity, however, Law Keepers take it a bit far.

Pagan sun worship apparently has its gods in sets of three, 
and Law Keepers extrapolate from there that the Catholic 
church applied that pagan concept of God to their doctrine 
and came up with the Trinity. From the Law Keeper’s view, 
over the centuries “church tradition” has perpetuated the 
concept of the Trinity. But thanks to the “new information” 
uncovered by those in the Hebrew Roots Movement, we 

https://messianicapologetics.net/archives/38032
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can now be aware of our error. How this very serious error 
has escaped the Church (Body of Christ) for nearly 2000 
years is truly amazing!

Actually, Scripture, not the Catholic church, clearly confirms 
the concept of a Triune God. For example, the doctrine of a 
Triune God – one God in Three Persons, is a clear concept 
in the Word. (Matthew 3:15-17 -Triune God present at the 
baptism of Jesus; Acts 2:32-33 – all 3 persons of God 
simultaneously present, then the Holy Spirit poured out on 
the believers at Pentecost; Genesis 1:26-27, Genesis 3:22 
-not explicitly triune references, as in the NT, but clearly 
plural descriptions of the one true God, to give a few 
examples.)

And if you are willing to throw out the concept of the Trinity, 
Who loses their deity? God the Father? Jesus the Son? 
The Holy Spirit? Let’s think about that for a minute:

-If it is Christ who loses His Deity, then the work of the 
Cross cannot be, as the blood shed there had to be sinless, 



The Hebrew Roots Movement  of 35 71

and if Jesus was not God, then He could not be without sin, 
and the cross counts for nothing. It would also mean that if 
Jesus was not without sin, He could not “do” the Law, 
making His claim to be God, His example to us, AND His 
commandments to us a big fat lie.

-If it is the Holy Spirit who loses His Deity, then the believer 
cannot obey the whole Law, as it is the Holy Spirit Who 
enables the believer to carry out the edicts of the Law 
(according to HRM doctrine).

-If it is God Who loses His Deity, then everything for 
everybody falls apart and nothing matters anyway!

This presents quite a dilemma for those adhering to any 
“Law for Christians” doctrine who also deny the Trinity. In a 
discussion with a Torah observant Christian, I asked if it 
had ever occurred to them that “if, in Babylonian sun 
worship, gods always come in sets of three, that it may 
mean that the sun worshippers were counterfeiting the 
three Persons of God and not that the Church was copying 
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the pagans? That’s what the Enemy does – he takes that 
which IS and perverts it!” Lighting The Way Worldwide

“Some in the HRM are way over the edge in their denial of 
the Trinity and seem to know Jesus only in the flesh. As we 
will see, this movement is an idea, a view, an attitude, or a 
philosophy; a shared concept that Jewish traditions and 
Judaism are far superior for the church, a sure fire way to a 
deeper sanctification and with some, possibly even 
salvation.” The Berean Call

http://ltwinternational.org/overview-of-hebrew-roots-movement/
https://www.thebereancall.org/content/january-2014-bewitching-believers-hebrew-roots
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Jesus (Yeshua)

“The most concerning evolution that HRM has experienced, 
is a bolder and more brazen proclamation that Jesus Christ 
is not divine, and is not God. This position has been 
suspected of by HRM watchdogs and skeptics, but has 
traditionally been carefully avoided and answered in 
ambiguous ways, as not to indict the HRM respondent. 
However, lately it seems that it is no longer necessary to be 
vague when addressing this issue, and HRM purity can be 
preserved while denying the divinity of Christ.” IDBHD

“Using “Yeshua” rather than “Jesus” is not inherently wrong. 
Within traditional Christianity it would be viewed as wrong 
when it is a matter of pride or becomes an obligation, and 
not doing so is deemed sinful. It is true that the meaning of 
Hebrew names usually is not conveyed in English. A good 
example i s Zachar iah , wh ich means “Yahweh 
remembered.” However, the need to explain the meaning of 
Hebrew names is not alleviated by transliterating into 
English letters (e.g., Zachariyah). In an English context, 

http://idontbuthedoes.com/hebrew-roots-movement-a-spiraling-doctrine-of-deception/
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whether the Hebrew birth names appear in transliteration or 
in English form, the original meaning has to be explained. 
Thus, using the Hebrew form does not accomplish its 
stated purpose.

The attempt to connect the English word Jesus to Zeus 
seems to be dependent on the work of Traina, a pioneer in 
the Sacred Name Movement. Among the other conspiracies 
in his The Origin of Christianity, he says, “They had 
worshipped Zeus, or Jupiter, as the supreme deity, so now 
they were told the new name was Theos, or Dios, or God. 
There [sic] savior was Zeus, so now they were to accept 
Jesus (Iesous).” Thus, the suggestion that “the meaning of 
Jesus is Yah=Zeus.” However; Traina’s assertion offers: no 
historical evidence; and an examination of the Septuagint 
(c. 2nd Century BC), the earliest translation of the OT into 
Greek, demonstrates that Jesus is an acceptable 
translation. Since Yeshua is the shortened form of Joshua, 
one only needs to see what the translators used for Joshua. 
They used Ἰησοῦς (Iesous) to translate the Hebrew name 
Joshua into Greek 19 from which came the Latin and 
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subsequently the English form “Jesus.” There is no 
indication the translators intended to connect Joshua to 
Zeus or to draw pagan Greeks to follow Joshua by using 
Ἰησοῦς (Iesous).” Watchman Fellowship

“Some in the HRM are way over the edge in their denial of 
the Trinity and seem to know Jesus only in the flesh. As we 
will see, this movement is an idea, a view, an attitude, or a 
philosophy; a shared concept that Jewish traditions and 
Judaism are far superior for the church, a sure fire way to a 
deeper sanctification and with some, possibly even 
salvation.” The Berean Call

“Some Law Keepers deny the deity of Jesus. Some are 
quite forthcoming with that belief. While others say they 
believe in the deity of Christ (Yahshua), when you read 
through their teachings, you find that their writings do not 
support that belief. There are still others in the Law keeping 
movement who do believe that Jesus is God, yet when you 
take their doctrine to its eventual end, they remove the 
power of God from the Messiah. In their belief system what 

https://www.watchman.org/hr.pdf
https://www.thebereancall.org/content/january-2014-bewitching-believers-hebrew-roots
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Jesus did is not enough – it is not complete. They in effect 
remove the Godly characteristic of omnipotence from 
Messiah, since their belief system is a “Jesus + Law” 
equation.” Lighting The Way Worldwide

http://ltwinternational.org/overview-of-hebrew-roots-movement/
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The Holy Spirit (Ruach)

“Denying the biblical doctrine of the trinity is a fatal flaw. As 
I wrote in yesterday’s article, to deny the Triune God is to 
create a false god who has no power to save. Yet this is 
exactly what cults like Yahweh’s Restoration Ministries do. 
Specifically these cults attack the deity of Christ making him 
out to be a created being. They also deny the personhood 
of the Holy Spirit.” The Sword and Trowel

https://theswordandthetrowel.wordpress.com/tag/hebrew-roots-movement/
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Restoring Christianity To Its Hebrew Roots

We now move to Part Four of the first section of our series as 
we look at the HRM beliefs concerning restoring Christianity 
to its Hebrew (Jewish) roots, viewing the Torah as the primary 
document for living the life God intends for followers of Jesus 
(Yeshua), and helping believers express their faith in Yeshua 
as Messiah by returning to and keeping the Torah of Yeshua 
(becoming Torah-Observant).

We believe that restoring the Hebraic foundations of the 
Christian faith is and effort that is in continuity with the 
historical church, the movement begun by Jesus and the 
apostles. We, therefore, consider this restoration to be a 
work of renewing existing faith communities and corporate 
structures, returning them to original Christianity as 
modeled by Jesus and his disciples. Hebraic Heritage 
Christian Center

https://www.hebraiccenter.org/about/affirmations-beliefs-and-concerns/
https://www.hebraiccenter.org/about/affirmations-beliefs-and-concerns/
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The return to Hebraic foundations can also provide a more 
biblical base for achieving improved doctrinal unity among 
denominations. Obviously, there is a much needed unity of 
thought and definition to be brought to the myriad of 
present-day, conflicting Christian theological positions. 
Many have given up hope that we will ever agree on the 
scriptures. These conflicts of doctrine, in many cases, can 
be directly attributed to the removal of the Divine principles 
brought to us through the Hebrews. Rather than Hebraic, 
much of our reference is Greko-Roman. Invariably, an 
inconsistent frame of reference leads to conflicting 
conclusions. When we begin to use the same tools for 
research and biblical excavation, we will more likely arrive 
at a consensus as to ‘what is truth.’ Awareness Ministry

I believe that as we draw nearer to the end, we will see God 
bridging the gap between the Church and the Synagogue. 
In their book Israel, the Church and the Last Days, 
Messianic teachers Keith (Asher) Intrater and Dan Juster 
describe the development of end-time events: False 
Christianity will fall prey to rising anti-Semitism, but the true 

http://www.awarenessministry.org/judeo-christian-restoration.html
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believers will become increasingly aware of the Jewish 
roots of the faith. Right now, God is already restoring the 
Jewish wing of the Body of Messiah. More and more Jews 
are coming to know their Messiah. Caspari Center

For the Church, it is paramount that we recognise the 
Jewish roots of our faith. It has to do with finding respect for 
the people called by God to give the world His word and 
Messiah, bringing the nations into a covenant relationship 
with the God of Israel. Not recognising the trunk of the tree 
that holds us as the Church (Romans 11:18) leads to a faith 
without proper foundations and this can be fatal. Whether 
Israel responds to our love and friendship or not, and even 
if they are enemies of the Church, we should remember 
that God still loves them for the sake of the fathers. And so 
should we.  International Christian Embassy Jerusalem

https://www.caspari.com/2018/12/20/a-search-for-jewish-roots-part-ii/
https://int.icej.org/content/restoration-all-things
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We believe that the Spirit of God (Holy Spirit) is producing 
among us a work of biblical restoration, returning the 
church to its Hebraic foundations in order to go forward in 
understanding of biblical truth, faith, and practice. This 
restoration is manifest in intimate relationship with God and 
in loving interpersonal relationships with fellow believers 
and with society in general … We believe that restoring the 
Hebraic foundations of the Christian faith is an effort that is 
in continuity with the historical church, the movement begun 
by Jesus and the apostles. We, therefore, consider this 
restoration to be a work of renewing existing faith 
communities and corporate structures, returning them to 
original Christianity as modeled by Jesus (Yeshua) and His 
disciples. Tree of Life Assembly

http://www.getgraftedin-treeoflifeassemblyinc.org/affirmations.html
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What we call ‘the Church’ today has its true roots in Israel. 
For the first hundred years of the Church most of the 
Believers in Yeshua were Jewish people living in 
Jerusalem, who lived through the life, death and 
resurrection of the Lord, and came out the other side of that 
believing that He was the long awaited Messiah of Israel. In 
those days they only had the Hebrew Scriptures as the 
New Testament was yet to be compiled.

The ‘Church’ was still very connected to her Hebraic roots 
and had a very Hebraic view of the Bible and their faith. It 
was in those times that signs, wonders and miracles were 
the expected norm. If we want to see that same 
supernatural power restored, then perhaps the key is to 
restore the way the early Believers viewed the Bible and 
their faith. Out Of Zion Ministries

http://www.out-of-zion.com/the-restoration-of-the-church
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… modern ‘Babylon’ is Christendom, and that the call to 
come out of Babylon is the restoration of the ancient sect of 
Nazarene Judaism which is taking place today. Yeshua did 
not come to create a new religion (Christianity), He came to 
be the Messiah of the old one (Judaism). However many in 
the Hebraic-Roots movement have set themselves on a 
mission to reform Christianity and ‘fix’ it. They sincerely 
believe that they can restore the Hebraic Roots to 
Christianity. This is impossible because Christianity as a 
new and different religion from Judaism was created by 
severing itself from any Hebraic Roots it might have had … 
Yah’s work today is not one of reintroducing Hebraic Roots 
to Christianity in some misguided attempt to heal her. Yah’s 
work in these last days is the restoration of the ancient 
Jewish Sect of the Nazarenes. Yeshua did not come to 
create a new religion, he came to be the Messiah of the old 
one. Nazarene Space

http://nazarenespace.ning.com/profiles/blogs/can-christianity-restore-its-hebrew-roots
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Torah The Primary Document

We believe that the divine instruction of the Torah (the 
Pentateuch or Law) is foundational for the faith of Jesus 
and the apostles; therefore, we recognize its continuing 
relevance and value for the church’s Christocentric 
existence, and we encourage Christians to study and 
celebrate it within the context of the New Covenant. 
Hebraic Heritage Christian Center

We believe that the divine instruction of the Torah (the 
teaching and instructions of God; first five books of the 
Hebrew Scriptures;) is foundational for the faith of Jesus 
(Yeshua) and the apostles (first century disciples in 
Messiah Yeshua); therefore, we recognize its continuing 
relevance and value for the church’s Christocentric 
(Messianic) existence, and we encourage Christians to 
study and celebrate it within the context of the New 
Covenant. Tree of Life Assembly

https://www.hebraiccenter.org/about/affirmations-beliefs-and-concerns/
http://www.getgraftedin-treeoflifeassemblyinc.org/affirmations.html
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The Torah: Is GOD’s pattern for Kingdom Living, Is GOD’s 
guide for community life, Is GOD’s instruction manual for our 
best life now, Convicts us of our sin. Out of Zion Ministries

http://www.out-of-zion.com/the-restoration-of-the-church
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Believers Becoming Torah-Observant

We believe that the divine instruction of the Torah (the 
Pentateuch or Law) is foundational for the faith of Jesus 
and the apostles; therefore, we recognize its continuing 
relevance and value for the church’s Christocentric 
existence, and we encourage Christians to study and 
celebrate it within the context of the New Covenant. 
Hebraic Heritage Christian Center

Instead of arrogantly declaring that we are “not under the 
law, but under grace,” which I believe is an insult to the 
grace and goodness of YHVH. He is looking for His sons 
and daughters to have the correct heart attitude towards 
His Torah, and like King David, thank Him and praise Him 
for giving us His perfect instructions, and to do the best we 
can to live by them. Out of Zion Ministries

https://www.hebraiccenter.org/about/affirmations-beliefs-and-concerns/
http://www.out-of-zion.com/the-restoration-of-the-church
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The Torah of Truth the Almighty gave to His people, Israel, 
through Moshe. He will not exchange it nor discard it for 
another until heaven and earth pass away. We believe that 
Torah observance is man’s moral obligation and expression 
of love to YHWH. The Torah is freedom and not bondage. 
The Torah is the way, the truth and the light and is for all of 
our generations forever. Nazarene Space

I have found that many people simply do not understand 
what it means to be Torah Observant, let alone, what Torah 
even means. On the contrary, there seems to be almost just 
as many who are familiar with it, but from an [unknowingly] 
anti-Semitic way. The word Torah comes from the Hebrew 
word that means “instruction, teaching, or law” – law being 
the word that trips everyone up and has them running for 
the hi l ls . However, wi th the proper contextual 
understanding, one can accept and implement Torah in 
their lives, and spiritual walk, today. Without getting into the 
details of physical Israel versus spiritual Israel, it should be 
known and understood that once you are grafted in, you 
then adopt the ways and beliefs of the Creator who 

http://nazarenespace.ning.com/page/statement-of-faith
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established what a child of His looks and acts like. This is 
where the instructions of the Torah come into play. On one 
hand, they were meant to show that the Israelites needed a 
Savior and an understanding of what their purpose in life 
was. On the other hand, Yahweh’s instructions were meant 
to bless, benefit, and guide the people (just like they do 
today). With the Huddlestons

The word observant can mean different things, but in this 
situation it is best defined as to see or recognize something 
as beneficial and blessed and set apart by Yehovah, and 
therefore to keep that thing set apart in one’s life and 
home. A Torah Observant believer therefore is a believer 
and follower of Yeshua Messiah, that believes that the 
Torah, the first five books of the Bible, have blessed, 
beneficial, and sacred instructions for life, and therefore 
they apply those instructions to their own life and homes as 
best they can in this day and culture. Hirn Homeschoolers

https://withthehuddlestons.com/5-things-torah/
https://hirnhomeschoolers.com/torah-observant-christian/
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Restoring Christianity To Its Hebrew Roots

We now move to Part Five of the first section of our series as 
we look at what critics have written about HRM beliefs 
concerning restoring Christianity to its Hebrew (Jewish) roots, 
viewing the Torah as the primary document for living the life 
God intends for followers of Jesus (Yeshua), and helping 
believers express their faith in Yeshua as Messiah by 
returning to and keeping the Torah of Yeshua (becoming 
Torah-Observant).

[*We do not necessarily endorse the critics listed below or 
their ministries or websites. Our purpose is to share some of 
the oppositional viewpoints to beliefs in the Hebrew Roots 
Movement. We will share our research observations in the 
second section of this series.]
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“Although there are many different and diverse Hebrew 
Roots assemblies with variations in their teachings, they all 
adhere to a common emphasis on recovering the “original” 
Jewishness of Christianity. Their assumption is that the 
Church has lost its Jewish roots and is unaware that Jesus 
and His disciples were Jews living in obedience to the 
Torah. For the most part, those involved advocate the need 
for every believer to walk a Torah-observant life. This 
means that the ordinances of the Mosaic Covenant must be 
a central focus in the lifestyle of believers today as it was 
with the Old Testament Jews of Israel. Keeping the Torah 
includes keeping the Sabbath on the seventh day of the 
week (Saturday), celebrating the Jewish feasts and 
festivals, keeping the dietary laws, avoiding the “paganism” 
of Christianity (Christmas, Easter, etc.), and learning to 
understand the Scriptures from a Hebrew mindset. They 
teach that Gentile Christians have been grafted into Israel, 
and this is one reason every born-again believer in Jesus 
the Messiah is to participate in these observances. It is 
expressed that doing this is not required out of legalistic 
bondage, but out of a heart of love and obedience. 
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However, they teach that to live a life that pleases God, this 
Torah-observant walk must be part of that life.” Got 
Questions

“Over the past few years, an increase of those who hold to 
the Hebrew Roots theology has occurred. Some Christians 
are abandoning traditional biblical orthodoxy and 
orthopraxy (justified by Hebrew Roots believers since they 
believe the church corrupted beyond repair.) Seminary 
students, pastors, and self-taught theologians have joined 
the movement. The dangers are expressed well here…

The Hebrew Roots movement is dangerous in its 
implication that keeping the Old Covenant law is walking a 
“higher path” and is the only way to please God and receive 
His blessings. Nowhere in the Bible do we find Gentile 
believers being instructed to follow Levitical laws or Jewish 
customs; in fact, the opposite is taught. Romans 7:6 says, 
“But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been 
released from the law so that we serve in the new way of 
the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.” Christ, 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Hebrew-roots.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Hebrew-roots.html
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in keeping perfectly every ordinance of the Mosaic Law, 
completely fulfilled it. Just as making the final payment on a 
home fulfills that contract and ends one’s obligation to it, so 
also Christ has made the final payment and has fulfilled the 
law, bringing it to an end for us all.” David Tarkington

https://getreal.typepad.com/get_real_with_david_tarki/2018/03/the-danger-of-the-hebrew-roots-movement.html
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Torah The Primary Document

“One thing that causes some confusion about the Law are 
the verses that say the Law is good, and will never pass 
away. They take this to mean that we have to keep Mosaic 
Law after all, but that is not the case. Take note that 
scripture doesn’t say the Law is dead, but that we are dead 
to the Law. There is a clear distinction between the two. 
The Law is in fact still alive and well, but it exists solely to 
condemn unbelievers to Hell.

As servants of Jesus Christ we are are not under the Law, 
but under grace, period! We cannot voluntarily put 
ourselves back under the Law without first removing 
ourselves from being under the grace of God as expressed 
through Jesus dying on the cross for our sins! Those who 
put themselves back under the Law in so doing have 
literally lost the ability to receive forgiveness for their sins. 
This is a grave matter with eternal consequences! Do you 
dare to even think you can do a better job than the Son of 
God at keeping the Law?” The Prophetic Explorer

http://www.propheticexplorer.com/why_hebrew_roots_is_heresy.aspx


The Hebrew Roots Movement  of 60 71

“The HRM makes much of the fact that Jesus said he did 
not come to abolish the Law and that he stressed the 
importance of keeping commandments. In their view, this 
means that the law must still be in force today—even on 
Gentiles, although they were not under the law in Old 
Testament times (Ephesians 2:11–13).3 Somehow they 
seem to overlook or interpret the last part of Matthew 5:17 
in a much different way than Christians have typically done. 
Jesus said he came to fulfill the Law and the Prophets.4 By 
living a sinless life (2 Corinthians 5:21), and then dying as 
the ultimate sacrifice, our Passover (1 Corinthians 5:7), 
Jesus Christ fulfilled the law (Colossians 2:14). This is why 
the Apostle Paul confidently wrote that those who have 
been saved by faith in Jesus Christ are “not under the law” 
(Romans 6:14, 7:4; Galatians 5:18).

Furthermore, it is highly questionable to assume that Jesus 
had the Mosaic5 Law in mind when he told the disciples to 
keep his commandments. Earlier in the same evening, he 
commanded the disciples to love one another (John 13:34), 
and he gave them several commands during his ministry 
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that are not spelled out in the Mosaic law. It is far more 
likely that Christ’s words in John 14:15 referred to these 
instructions. Before he ascended, Jesus delivered what is 
popularly called the Great Commission, in which he 
instructed his disciples to make disciples of all nations, and 
part of that process was to teach them to obey everything 
he had commanded them (Matthew 28:18–20). Notice 
Jesus did not command them to bring their future disciples 
into the nation of Israel, as God told Moses (Exodus 12:48), 
but to make disciples of Jesus among the nations.” 
Answers In Genesis

“This movement is seeking to cast doubt on the faith once 
delivered to the church by challenging the very Scriptures 
we have been given by the Lord. They claim Christians 
can’t fully understand the Scripture until we understand the 
Torah. But the opposite is true. You will not understand the 
OT (or the Torah) until you have true revelation of the NT. 
And if you have true revelation of the NT, you will not allow 
yourself to fall back under the weak system of the Old 

https://answersingenesis.org/presuppositions/dangers-hebrew-roots-movement/
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Covenant, because you will know the liberty you have 
found in Christ fulfills all.

The Old Testament (or Torah) is not the greater revelation, 
nor does the OT shine light on the NT, the NT opens and 
reveals the OT and shows what the symbols and shadows 
really meant. The DEEPER things of God are found in the 
NT, not the OT, because Christ is revealed in all of his glory 
in the NT. We are rooted, all of us, in CHRIST and while the 
OT is filled with the glory of the Lord, the NT opens up and 
reveals His glory in splendor and shows us that intimacy 
with Christ comes through his sacrifice which surpasses all 
that went before. Emphasis on the Torah over the NT is 
emphasizing that which could not save. The Holy Spirit 
given to all those who are in Christ Jesus, gives us 
understanding and leads us into all truth, not the Torah.

Jesus instituted a New and Better Covenant with those who 
believed on him. To Give greater credence to the Torah 
attempts to alter that Blood-bought covenant by adding 
back to it the lesser system of the Old Covenant, which was 
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totally fulfilled in Christ.” The Dangers of the Hebrew Roots 
Messianic Movement

“Let me immediately address the last claim: that we are to 
keep the Torah (the law), and that first-century believers did 
so. Scholars commonly and wrongly assume that what they 
call The Jerusalem Council in Acts 15 addressed 
circumcision only. But notice this from the letter composed 
after the meeting: “They wrote these things by their hand: 
‘The apostles, the elders, and the brothers, to the brothers 
who are of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: 
greetings. Because we have heard that some who went out 
from us have troubled you with words, unsettling your 
souls, saying, “You must be circumcised and keep the law,” 
to whom we gave no commandment” (verses 23-24, 
emphasis mine). In other words, this meeting, besides the 
question of circumcision, also settled that the Gentiles did 
not have to keep the law. Earlier in the meeting, speaking of 
this attempt to make the Gentiles keep the law, Peter said, 
“Now therefore why do you tempt God, that you should put 
a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our 

http://www.angelfire.com/la/jlush/dangersHRM.html
http://www.angelfire.com/la/jlush/dangersHRM.html
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fathers nor we were able to bear?” (verse 10, emphasis 
mine). Peter called the law a yoke on the neck, and he 
spoke of even the Jews’ keeping of it in the past tense.” 
Word Of His Grace

“Can a person even keep all of the Torah today?

Hebrew root followers will tell you that we are to keep the 
Torah today with all of the laws and ways God gave to 
Israel. Do you realize there are over 600 laws God gave to 
Israel? ( not the gentiles ) We often ask Hebrew root 
people; so how many of the laws are you keeping today 
and we have yet to ever get even one answer back. They 
will usually say it isn’t about keeping ALL of the laws you 
just need to “try your best”? “Really” we say? We then 
remind them that people were stoned to death for NOT 
keeping Torah ways and they never have a answer other 
then to admit; they are not in Jerusalem so they can’t keep 
all of the law. In truth they they are hypocrites as they are 
teaching you to do things they don’t and can’t even fully do 
themselves. Don’t believe me? It is a fact that a good Torah 

https://www.wordofhisgrace.org/wp/the-hebraic-roots-movement/
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keeping Israelite must go to Jerusalem 1-3 times a year to 
visit the Temple to do sacrifices through a levitical priest 
and so already they have a real problem. Their is no temple 
and there is no priesthood today. God’s Word says that if 
you cannot keep “all of the Torah” you are guilty of them all. 
James says so: For whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. / James 2:10. 
So you see; them trying to keep the Torah today is futile as 
it cannot be done and so they are guilty of not keeping any 
of it at all.” Spirit and Truth Discernment

http://spiritandtruthdiscernment.blogspot.com/2014/09/refuting-hebrew-root-theology.html
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Believers Becoming Torah-Observant

“Many in the HRM claim to be “Torah  observant” (living 
according to Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
D e u t e r o n o m y ) , w h e n w h a t t h e y a c t u a l l y a r e 
is  Talmud  observant. Adherents of the HRM believe that 
they are following biblical customs when, in fact, they are 
recreating later practices and even medieval traditions. For 
example, the wearing of the  yarmulke or  kippa  (a type of 
skull cap) by Jewish men is a human tradition with no basis 
in the Law of Moses. Another apparent necessity in the 
HRM is the wearing of what is called a “prayer shawl,” also 
called a Tallit, a Hebrew term that is found in the Talmud 
but  nowhere  is there evidence of such a practice in the 
Hebrew Old Testament. The widespread practice of 
interpreting Talmud content as though it were true to biblical 
content creates misinformed Jews. Among HRM followers 
there is a serious lack of searching out the  genuine 
biblical  roots  of their beliefs and practices, including the 
aforementioned erroneous belief that the Gospel of 
Matthew, and perhaps the other three Gospels, were first 
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written in Hebrew. More critical, it seems, is the lack of 
understanding of the Old Testament versus the New 
Testament, and the concept of Law versus grace.” Hebrew 
Roots and the Leaven of Works Salvation

“While the OT provides only a few specific circumstances 
that require Gentile obligation to certain elements of the 
Law, the NT is completely void of any command that 
Gentiles are generally subject to the Torah commandments. 
In fact, as demonstrated by the sample of verses below, the 
opposite is what is found in the NT.

Perhaps the most instructive text is Acts 15. Having 
encountered “Judaizers” in Antioch, Paul, Barnabas, and 
others were sent to Jerusalem to get clarification from the 
apostles regarding the claim that “Unless you are 
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot 
be saved” (15:5). Having heard the testimonies of Peter, 
Paul, and Barnabas, the apostles responded (28-29): “For it 
seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you 
no greater burden than these essentials: that you abstain 

https://www.thebereancall.org/content/hebrew-roots-and-leaven-works-salvation-part-two?sapurl=Lys5MjZkL2xiL2xpLyt3dm44dWs4P2JyYW5kaW5nPXRydWUmZW1iZWQ9dHJ1ZSZyZWNlbnRSb3V0ZT1hcHAud2ViLWFwcC5saWJyYXJ5Lmxpc3QmcmVjZW50Um91dGVTbHVnPSUyQnd2bjh1azg=
https://www.thebereancall.org/content/hebrew-roots-and-leaven-works-salvation-part-two?sapurl=Lys5MjZkL2xiL2xpLyt3dm44dWs4P2JyYW5kaW5nPXRydWUmZW1iZWQ9dHJ1ZSZyZWNlbnRSb3V0ZT1hcHAud2ViLWFwcC5saWJyYXJ5Lmxpc3QmcmVjZW50Um91dGVTbHVnPSUyQnd2bjh1azg=
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from things sacrificed to idols and from blood and from 
things strangled and from fornication; if you keep 
yourselves free from such things, you will do well.” Although 
there is some overlap between these instructions and some 
OT laws, it is clear that Gentiles are not required to “keep 
the law of Moses” as presented to the Israelites in the 
Torah. Notice that this decision is not simply that of the 
elders, the Holy Spirit also consents.

Colossians 2:16-17 instructs Gentiles, “Therefore no one is 
to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect 
to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day – things which 
are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance 
belongs to Christ.” Although some suggest this means “be 
so precise in your observance of the Law that no one can 
judge you as guilty,” Paul clearly says these issues – food, 
drink, and holydays – are not the main objective, Christ is. 
In Galatians 3:1-7, Paul rebuked the Galatians for trying to 
mature in the faith by works of the flesh rather than 
maturing in the way they were redeemed, which was by 
faith. He continues in 3:23-26 to say the Law was intended 
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as a tutor to bring people to faith in Christ, after which, “we 
are no longer under a tutor.”

1 Corinthians 7:17-18 – Here, Paul is adamant that Gentiles 
should not get circumcised. Rather, “… each person should 
live as a believer in whatever situation the Lord has 
assigned to them, just as God has called them. This is the 
rule I lay down in all the churches. Was a man already 
circumcised when he was called? He should not become 
uncircumcised. Was a man uncircumcised when he was 
called? He should not be circumcised.”

Based on the Acts 15 and 1 Corinthians 7 verses above, 
HR groups typically exclude circumcision as a requirement 
for Gentiles while still insisting the rest of the Law is a 
requirement. Clearly, if circumcision is excluded, then “the 
Law” has changed in some way, which is what Hebrews 
7:12 says: “For when the priesthood is changed, of 
necessity there takes place a change of law also.” Thus, in 
consideration of the change in the Law and the lack of a NT 
command for Gentiles to obligate themselves to the Law, it 
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is reasonable to conclude they are not obligated to “the Law 
of Moses.” Watchman Fellowship

“This imposition of Jewish practice on non-Jewish believers 
really does constitute a serious issue that promotes elitism, 
unnecessary division, wide confusion, and unbiblical 
practices. We can almost understand Jews who convert to 
Christ who still try to keep some of the cultural aspects and 
celebrations of their familial heritage. If their intentions and 
motives are not legalistic, and if these things are not done 
for salvation or out of religious elitism, there may be some 
minor benefit. Yet to impose them on Gentiles (as is the 
case, more often than not) is a direct violation of Paul’s 
words to the Colossians: “So let no one judge you in food or 
drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or Sabbaths, 
which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is 
of Christ” (2:16-17). So Paul tells the Gentiles at Colossi 
that they are not to let anyone force Judaism on them. 
Didn’t Paul tell the Ephesians that saved Jews and Gentiles 
were now one new body and one new man—the church 
(Ephesians:3:1-8)?” The Berean Call

https://www.watchman.org/hr.pdf
https://www.thebereancall.org/content/january-2014-bewitching-believers-hebrew-roots
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Next eBook

As you can see, many Christians disagree with HRM. We 
have chosen to present a series where both sides have an 
opportunity to be heard. In the next part of our eBook series, 
we’ll look at the HRM belief that the original Hebrew versions 
of Gospel writings are superior to Greek texts and that HRM 
leaders and followers often ignore and sometimes reject the 
Epistles of the Apostle Paul.

We will also look at the HRM belief that Christians should 
“keep the Sabbath” and “annual Jewish festivals.”
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