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Chapter One

Jesus of Nazareth is one of the most popular people in America. 

That’s according to a poll taken about ten years ago. Jesus 

came in second to Abraham Lincoln by just one point (91% for 

Lincoln, 90% for Jesus). A more recent poll showed that 52% of 

Americans say Jesus isn’t God, but was a great teacher.

Not God?

We hear the same thing from people around the world. Many 

people ‘like’ Jesus, but most don’t believe He’s God. They like 

some of what He said and did, but they don’t believe the claim 

that Jesus Christ is God. Many religions other than Christianity 

claim Jesus as one of their prophets or gurus. Great teacher, 

but not God, they say.

https://www.christianpost.com/news/jesus-second-most-popular-person-in-america-poll-finds.html
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Sadly, many “evangelical Christians” also don’t believe Jesus is 

God. A poll taken in 2020 showed that almost one-third of 

evangelical Christians don’t believe in the deity of Jesus Christ. 

That doesn’t mean those ‘Christians’ don’t like Jesus, it just 

means they don’t think Jesus is God. LifeWay Research 

confirmed that the people in the poll were evangelicals based 

on their strong agreement with these four statements:

• The Bible is the highest authority for what I believe.

• It is very important for me personally to encourage non-

Christians to trust Jesus Christ as their Savior.

• Jesus Christ’s death on the cross is the only sacrifice that 

could remove the penalty of my sin.

• Only those who trust in Jesus Christ alone as their Savior 

receive God’s free gift of eternal salvation.

Another sad side to this story is that 65% of evangelical 

Christians agreed with the statement that “Jesus is the first and 

greatest being created by God.” That belief is an ancient heresy 

that the Church condemned centuries ago. Arianism was so 

popular in the early Church that it almost ripped apart the 

https://thestateoftheology.com/
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theological unity until it was finally defeated at the Council of 

Constantinople. Unfortunately, a majority of people who say 

they are evangelical Christians today also say they believe that 

ancient heresy. Churches have splintered into so many 

individual groups (denominations) that the heresy may not be 

defeated again until Jesus returns to earth.

Great Teacher?

I agree with people who say that Jesus was (and is) a great 

teacher, but I don’t think they understand what they’re saying. If 

people think Jesus was a great teacher but don’t believe He is 

God, then we have a big problem. That’s because Jesus taught 

that He is God and did things that only God could do. His 

disciples, inspired by the Holy Spirit, also taught that Jesus is 

God. I don’t think we can say that someone who teaches things 

that are not true is a great teacher. If Jesus is a great Teacher 

(which He is), then He doesn’t lie. If Jesus is not God, then 

something is terribly wrong.
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Some people who think Jesus was a great teacher but not God, 

think Jesus was mistaken about His identity or possibly 

unstable mentally. Neither of those reasons should give anyone 

the idea that Jesus was a great teacher if He was wrong about 

what He taught or not in His right mind when He taught. I can 

promise you as a former atheist that I wouldn’t trust the word of 

anyone like that. Jesus was and is a great Teacher because He 

teaches the truth. He even claimed to be the Truth in the flesh 

(John 14:6), which in itself was an amazing statement. He went 

on to say that “No one comes to the Father except through Me,” 

which is another amazing statement. If Jesus is truly a “great 

teacher,” then He is the Way, the Truth and the Life and no one 

comes to the Father except through Jesus.

C.S. Lewis, author of the Narnia series, Mere Christianity, and 

many other famous books, is well known for this quote:

I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish 

thing that people often say about Him: I’m ready to accept 

Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to 

be God. That is the one thing we must not say. A man who 
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was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said 

would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a 

lunatic — on the level with the man who says he is a 

poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You 

must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son 

of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut 

him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon 

or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let 

us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a 

great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did 

not intend to. Mere Christianity

I agree with Lewis. It would be foolish, and illogical, to accept 

Jesus as a great moral teacher but not to accept His claim to be 

God. The idea of a liar or a lunatic being a great teacher is 

ludicrous. Yet, that’s what millions of people believe about 

Jesus – including a majority of evangelical Christians.
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Text and Context

Reading the Bible is similar to reading other books in that books 

are made up of individual words that are connected to other 

words that are connected to other sentences and paragraphs in 

a particular setting (e.g. historical) and genre (e.g. historical 

narrative, biography, poetry). If we want to know what authors 

meant when they wrote their book, we need to read the words 

in context (“the parts of something written or spoken that 

immediately precede and follow a word or passage and clarify 

its meaning” – Oxford Languages).

Here’s an example from something Jesus said in the Gospels. 

Look at the words Jesus used and how His audience 

understood what He said:

But Jesus answered them,  ‘My Father has been working 

until now, and I have been working.’ Therefore the 

Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only 

broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His 

Father, making Himself equal with God. John 5:17-18
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Jesus used the words “My Father” and the Jews who 

understood the context of how He used those words sought to 

kill Him. Why? Because Jesus said that God was His Father, 

“making Himself equal with God.” That is a strong indication that 

the Jewish religious leaders who Jesus spoke to understood 

that Jesus was making a claim to being God. Evangelicals may 

be confused, but the Jewish leaders of the 1st century were not 

confused. They got the message loud and clear.

Why would the Jews think that Jesus’ use of the term “My 

Father” was the same thing as claiming to be God? Because 

ancient Semites used the title “son of” in the sense of sameness 

of nature and equality of being (Popular Encyclopedia of 

Apologetics, Harvest House, p 74). It’s interesting to note that 

demons called Jesus “Son of God;” so did the religious leaders 

of Israel and others when Jesus was hanging on the Cross:

And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their 

heads  and saying,  ‘You who destroy the temple and 

build  itin three days, save Yourself!  If You are the Son of 

God, come down from the cross.’ Likewise the chief priests 
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also, mocking with the scribes and elders, said, ‘He saved 

others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the King of Israel, 

let Him now come down from the cross, and we will 

believe Him. He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if 

He will have Him; for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ 

Matthew 27:39-43

Jesus was well known for His claim to be the Son of God. The 

Jews understood that He was claiming equality with God. They 

believed that Jesus had blasphemed the name of God by 

claiming to be Him.

Here’s another example of the importance of text and context 

as it pertains to Jesus Christ from the writings of the Apostle 

Paul:

He is  the image of the invisible God,  the firstborn over all 

creation. Colossians 1:15
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Some people point to that verse and say it proves that Jesus 

had a beginning — that He was “born” first. They believe He 

was “firstborn” in the sense of being created (born) before any 

other creature. Is that what the text means in the context?

Let’s first look at the word “firstborn” in light of both the Greek 

language and the context of Jewish understanding. The Greek 

word is prōtotokos and means “pre-eminent.” Ancient Jews 

called God “the firstborn of all creation.” It signified His being 

the Creator of all things. Paul understood that as a Jewish 

scholar and used a term that both Jews and Gentiles would 

understand.

Second, let’s look at the full context surrounding the word 

prōtotokos.

He is  the image of the invisible God,  the firstborn over all 

creation.  For  by Him all things were created that are in 

heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things 

were created  through Him and for Him. And He is before 
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all things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head 

of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead, that in all things He may have the 

preeminence. For it pleased  the Father that  in Him all the 

fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to 

Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in 

heaven,  having made peace through the blood of His 

cross. Colossians 1:15-20

Jesus Christ is the “image” of the invisible God. The word 

“image” is eikōn and means “exact representation, mirror-like 

representation.” Jesus is the exact, mirror-like representation of 

God. See Jesus, see God. Paul used that description first, then 

continued with Jesus being the “firstborn over all creation.” 

Jesus is the exact representation of God, pre-eminent over all 

creation. Jesus created everything in the heavens and the 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

principalities or powers. All things were created by Jesus and 

for Jesus. Because Jesus is God, He is before all things and in 

Him all things consist (synestēken – hold together, stand 

together).
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It’s obvious from both the text and context that Jesus Christ is 

God.

A third example comes from the well-known John 3:16 – “For 

God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life.” People who believe that God created Jesus 

often point to the word “begotten” to bolster their argument. The 

Greek word for “begotten” is monogenē and means “unique, 

one of a kind, the only of its kind, one and only.” Nicodemus, the 

man Jesus was talking to, would have understood Jesus to 

mean that God had sent His one-of-a-kind, unique “Son.”

Those are just three examples of how understanding the 

meaning of the original text within the context helps us 

understand the true meaning of Scripture. Unfortunately, many 

people, including a majority of evangelicals, don’t understand 

the truth concerning the true Nature of Jesus Christ.
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And Jesus Said

The purpose of this series is to look at what Jesus “said” in 

relation to who He “is.” Is Jesus God or just a great teacher? 

We’ll look at both His moral teachings that so many people like, 

along with many of the teaching that people don’t like.



And Jesus Said  of 15 132



And Jesus Said  of 16 132

Chapter Two

Jesus of Nazareth is very popular around the world, even 

among non-Christian religions. Muslims revere Jesus as one of 

their prophets and apostles. Many Jews believe Jesus was a 

good teacher. Hindus revere Jesus as one of their “saints.” 

Buddhists believe Jesus was an enlightened man and wise 

teacher. Members of the Baha’i faith believe Jesus was a 

prophet of God. All of these religions claim Jesus as one of their 

good teachers, but none believe He is God. That’s what so 

many in the world believe about Jesus.

Even some atheists believe Jesus was a real person who lived 

in Israel two thousand years ago, but they certainly don’t 

believe Jesus was God because they don’t believe God exists.
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The “Soft” Jesus

Many non-Christians consider Jesus a great “moral” teacher. 

They read some of what Jesus said and like what they read. 

Here are some common examples:

Blessed are the meek. Matthew 5:5

Blessed are the merciful. Matthew 5:7

Blessed are the peacemakers. Matthew 5:9

… whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to 

him also. Matthew 5:39

… do not be like the hypocrites. Matthew 6:16

Judge not, that you be not judged. Matthew 7:1
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And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, 

but do not consider the plank in your own eye? Matthew 

7:3

Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to 

them. Matthew 7:12

I desire mercy. Matthew 9:13

If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give 

to the poor. Matthew 19:21

You shall love your neighbor as yourself. Matthew 22:39

But  love your enemies,  do good, and  lend,  hoping for 

nothing in return. Luke 6:35
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Non-Christians and even some Christians like these and other 

“soft” sayings of Jesus because they fit their personal worldview 

and are non-threatening. The fact that most of these and other 

“moral teachings” of Jesus are pulled out of longer teachings of 

Jesus without any contextual perspective doesn’t bother most 

people. It makes them feel good about themselves. They can 

agree with Jesus without facing the truth about Jesus.

They like the “soft” Jesus because they can manipulate ‘him’ 

and make ‘him’ into their image. The “soft” Jesus is pliable and 

easy to use in whatever way they want. People can make the 

“soft” Jesus into any likeness they want. The problem for them 

is that the “soft” Jesus is not the “Real” Jesus.
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The “Real” Jesus

The “Jesus” that most non-Christians (and even some people 

who claim to be Christians) think about doesn’t look anything 

like the real Jesus of the New Testament. The “real” Jesus of 

Nazareth burst on the public scene after facing down Satan in 

the wilderness. There was nothing soft about how Jesus 

handled the devil.

And the devil said to Him, ‘If You are  the Son of God, 

command this stone to become bread.’ But Jesus 

answered him, saying,  ‘It is written,  ‘Man shall not live by 

bread alone, but by every word of God.’ Luke 4:3-4

Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed 

Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And 

the devil said to Him, ‘All this authority I will give You, and 

their glory; for  this has been delivered to me, and I give it 

to whomever I wish. Therefore, if You will worship before 

me, all will be Yours.’ And Jesus answered and said to 

him,  ‘Get behind Me, Satan!  For it is written,  ‘You shall 
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worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ 

Luke 4:5-8

Then he brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the 

pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are the Son 

of God, throw Yourself down from here. For it is written: ‘He 

shall give His angels charge over you,

To keep you,’ and, ‘In  their hands they shall bear you up, 

Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’  And Jesus 

answered and said to him,  ‘It has been said,  ‘You shall 

not  tempt the  Lord  your God.’  Now when the devil had 

ended every  temptation, he departed from Him  until an 

opportune time. Luke 4:9-13

The way Jesus responded to Satan shouldn’t be surprising in 

light of what the Apostle John wrote:

For this purpose the Son of God was manifested,  that He 

might destroy the works of the devil. 1 John 3:8
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Jesus came to earth to “destroy” the works of the devil. Does 

that sound like a “soft” personality to you? Someone who would 

come from Heaven to earth to destroy Satan’s works sounds 

like an extremely powerful personality.

What did Jesus of Nazareth say after facing down the 

devil? “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 

4:17). The word “repent” means “change your mind, change 

your purpose, change the inner man.” Does that sound like 

someone who we can manipulate and mold into our image? No! 

That’s a command from God. Jesus is not “soft.” He is not 

weak. That is not the Jesus of the Bible.

As we will see in this series, the Jesus of the Bible is the 

Almighty God. The words of Jesus concerning His Identity and 

Nature are clear. His audience understood what He meant by 

what He said:

Now it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, and it 

was winter. And Jesus walked in the temple,  in Solomon’s 

porch.  Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to Him, 
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‘How long do You keep us in doubt? If You are the Christ, 

tell us plainly.’ Jesus answered them,  ‘I told you, and you 

do not believe. The works that I do in My Father’s name, 

they bear witness of Me. But you do not believe, because 

you are not of My sheep, as I said to you. My sheep hear 

My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. And I give 

them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall 

anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has 

given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to 

snatch them out of My Father’s hand. I and My Father are 

one.’ Then  the Jews took up stones again to stone Him. 

Jesus answered them,  ‘Many good works I have shown 

you from My Father. For which of those works do you 

stone Me?’ The Jews answered Him, saying, ‘For a good 

work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because 

You, being a Man, make Yourself God.’ John 10:22-33

The Jews who physically heard Jesus teach and preach in 

Jerusalem knew that Jesus personally identified Himself as 

God. Even though they had seen his many miracles and heard 

His powerful preaching, they still saw Him as just a man. They 
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picked up stones to kill Him, which is something ancient Jews 

did when they heard someone blaspheming God or claiming to 

be God. When Jesus asked them why they would stone Him for 

the many good works He had shown them from His Father, they 

said “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, 

and because You, being a Man,  make Yourself God.” They 

knew exactly what Jesus was saying and they didn’t like what 

He said. It wasn’t long after this that the Jews did have Jesus 

killed at the hands of the Romans. However, they were not able 

to stop Jesus because He rose from the dead and empowered 

His disciples to continue preaching and teaching His Gospel.

The “True Identify” of Jesus

The true identity of Jesus of Nazareth is at the heart of the 

problem with both Christians and non-Christians. As we 

mentioned in the last part of our series [LINK], many people 

who identify as evangelical Christians don’t believe Jesus is the 

Eternal God. They believe Jesus was God’s first created being 

and that God assigned Jesus to create the universe. They view 

Jesus as powerful and necessary for salvation, but don’t believe 
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He is God. Non-Christians, of course, don’t believe Jesus is 

God.

John the Apostle taught that Jesus is the Word of God and 

came to earth in flesh:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 

God … And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten 

of the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:1-2, 14

John wrote that whether people believe Jesus is God in the 

flesh is how we know if they are real Christians or not:

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but  test the spirits, 

whether they are of God; because  many false prophets 

have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of 

God:  Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has 

come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not 

confess  that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of 
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God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have 

heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 1 John 

4:1-3

John was right. That is the spirit of Antichrist that is still in the 

world today. The issue of whether Jesus is Eternal God come in 

flesh has been a sticking point since the early days of 

Christianity. You may find it helpful to read a lengthy series we 

published a few years ago titled “A Reading Plan for Christian 

Apologists.” The series is available in 32 individual posts from 

2016-2018 or in three eBooks published in 2018. As you read 

through the writings of the Apostolic and Church Fathers, you 

will find many apologetics responses to people who denied that 

Jesus was God in the flesh. The early Christian Apologists 

called those people “heretics” because what they believed and 

taught was heresy (a teaching contrary to Scripture).

https://faithandselfdefense.com/2016/06/30/a-reading-plan-for-christian-apologists-part-1/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-jesus-christ/


And Jesus Said  of 27 132



And Jesus Said  of 28 132

Chapter Three

One of the things we notice as we study history is that history 

tends to repeat itself. The heresies about the identity of Jesus of 

Nazareth during the early days of the Christian Church have 

repeated – different names, but same heresies.

The true identity of Jesus of Nazareth is at the heart of the 

problem with both Christians and non-Christians. 

Heretical Jesus “Reruns”

John the Apostle wrote this to Christians at the end of the 1st 

century:

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but  test the spirits, 

whether they are of God; because  many false prophets 

have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of 

God:  Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has 

come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not 
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confess  that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of 

God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have 

heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 1 John 

4:1-3

The “spirit of the Antichrist” is still in the world today. The 

heresies about the identity of Jesus of Nazareth from the first 

few centuries of the Church – Arianism, Adoptionism, 

Apoll inarianism, Socianism, Sabell ianism, Docetism, 

Monophysitism, Gnosticism, Judaizers, Ebionites and others – 

now have names like Jehovah’s Witnesses, Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter Day Saints, Christian Science, Oneness 

Pentecostalism, The Way International, The Unification Church, 

Christadelphianism, and the Unitarian Universalist Church. 

Each of the modern groups is a “rerun” of one of the ancient 

heretical groups the Church contended with centuries ago.

Some of these groups (often referred to as Christian cults) 

began in the 19th century (e.g. Mormonism, Jehovah’s 

Witnesses, Christian Science, Christadelphianism). Others 

began in the 20th century (e.g. Oneness Pentecostalism, The 
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Way International, The Unification Church). The Unitarian 

Universalist Church was a 20th century consolidation of two 

older denominations – 18th century Universalist Church of 

America and 19th century American Unitarian Association.

There are others, but it demonstrates that old heresies don’t die 

– they just go into reruns. Satan knows what works with 

humans when it comes to “religion” and replays the same things 

over and over again.

The “Liberal” Jesus

I would add “liberal” and “progressive” Christianity in that 

heretical group as well. So many denominations and groups 

from those movements have chosen to show reruns of ancient 

heresies as part of their “church” experience. Non-belief in the 

Deity of Jesus is one of those heresies. Let’s begin with the 

“liberal” view of Jesus. We’ll look at the “progressive” in the next 

part of our series.
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We see many of the problems with a liberal approach to 

identifying Jesus of Nazareth develop in the 17th, 18th and 19th 

centuries. One of those came from what’s known as a search or 

quest for the “historical” Jesus. Albert Schweitzer coined the 

phrase with his 1906 book titled The Quest of the Historical 

Jesus: A Critical Study of Its Progress from Reimarus to Wrede.

I grew up in a church that revered Schweitzer for his medical 

missionary work, but never heard any discussion of his position 

on Jesus Christ. It was only after becoming a Christian that I 

read through his seminal book and learned that Dr. Schweitzer 

was a heretic. He did not believe that Jesus was God. He did 

not believe that Jesus was born of a virgin. Schweitzer believed 

that Jesus was surprised when He was arrested and put on a 

cross. He believed that Jesus had much loftier plans for Himself 

as Israel’s Messiah and suffered defeat at His death. 

Schweitzer also did not believe that Jesus rose from the dead. 

That was quite interesting to me based on my memory of him 

from pastors and others in the church where I was raised as a 

child. I would have liked Schweitzer better when I was an 

atheist if I had known what he really believed about Jesus of 

Nazareth. Atheists like Christians who don’t believe in Christ.



And Jesus Said  of 32 132

That’s what “liberal” Christianity does. It strips Jesus of His 

Deity and leaves us with a man, possibly a man who had some 

good ideas, but just a man like the rest of us. No supernatural 

power, no authority, really very little to offer anyone else. Jesus 

doesn’t continue to exist in reality, but His “spirit” continues on 

with men to encourage them in their desire to be better, to do 

better, in this world. As Schweitzer wrote about in The Quest of 

the Historical Jesus:

We are experiencing what Paul experienced. In the very 

moment when we were coming nearer to the historical Jesus 

than men had ever come before, and were already stretching 

out our hands to draw Him into our own time, we have been 

obliged to give up the attempt and acknowledge our failure in 

that paradoxical saying:  “If we have known Christ after the 

flesh yet henceforth know we Him no more.” And further we 

must be prepared to find that the historical knowledge of the 

personality and life of Jesus will not be a help, but perhaps 

even an offence to religion.
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But the truth is, it is not Jesus as historically known, but 

Jesus as spiritually arisen within men, who is significant for 

our time and can help it. Not the historical Jesus, but the 

spirit which goes forth from Him and in the spirits of men 

strives for new influence and rule, is that which overcomes 

the world. Albert Schweitzer, 1906

This historical quest that Schweitzer wrote about began in the 

late 17th century and continues to the present time. It began as 

part of critical scholarship into the Bible that grew into the 

German “higher criticism” of the 18th and 19th centuries. The 

quest or search for the “historical” Jesus was included in many 

biographical writings about Jesus – known as Lives of Jesus. 

The biographies were an attempt to harmonize the different 

Gospel accounts with historical research the led to new views of 

the life of Jesus.
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First Quest — Late 17th century through early 20th century … 

quest to distinguish between the historical Jesus and the “Christ 

of faith” … this period ended with Schweitzer’s book

No Quest Period — Even though some have called the 

decades following Schweitzer’s 1906 book the “no quest” 

period, people were still writing about Jesus. That included the 

rise of the “Christ myth theory.” Arthur Drews wrote The Christ 

Myth in 1909 to deny the existence of a Historical Jesus. Other 

Germans (e.g. Bruno Bauer, Albert Kalthoff) joined in with their 

views on Jesus being a myth. We still hear about the Jesus 

myth theory today, even though much of that has been 

debunked by scholars in recent decades. Rudolf Bultmann also 

wrote during this time period as a skeptic of the quest for the 

“historical” Jesus. Bultmann, a German theologian, believed 

that little could be known about the life of Jesus and that what 

mattered was that Jesus existed, preached and died on a 

Roman cross.
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Second Quest — Early 1950s through early 1970s … Ernst 

Käsemann, a student of Bultman, gave a lecture in 1953 titled 

“The Problem of the Historical Jesus.” He veered from 

Bultmann’s perspective and believed that historical information 

about Jesus had some importance. It began what some at the 

time called the “new” quest, but is now referred to as the 

“second” quest. Käsemann introduced new critical approaches 

to historical analysis including the criterion of dissimilarity and 

criterion of embarrassment. What Käsemann introduced 

became known as “Form Criticism.” Günther Bornkamm, 

another student of Bultmann, wrote Jesus of Nazareth  in 1956. 

James M. Robinson, a member of the Jesus Seminar, wrote A 

New Quest for the Historical Jesus in 1959. Marcello Craveri 

wrote The Life of Jesus in 1966 based on the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

The second quest lost steam in the early 1970s.

Third Quest — Late 1970s and continuing … Scholars in the 

late 1970s, 1980s and beyond looked at the historical Jesus 

through the lens of Second Temple Judaism, what some have 

called Palestinian Judaism. They looked at the Dead Sea 

Scrolls along with other ancient Hebrew texts and 

https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2018/04/the-jesus-seminar-revealed.pdf
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archaeological finds. Jesus Seminar member John Dominic 

Cross wrote The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean 

Jewish Peasant  in 1976. E. P. Sanders wrote Paul and 

Palestinian Judaism in 1977 and Jesus and Judaism  in 1985. 

Paula Fredriksen wrote Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews  in 

1999 and John Meier wrote  A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the 

Historical Jesus  in 2009. Another aspect of the third quest has 

been the development of a historical-critical method which 

includes rules that many scholars have found acceptable.

These “quests” for the Historical Jesus have not gone unnoticed 

by orthodox Christian scholars. The response, in fact, has been 

robust through the years. Many Christian historians have 

questioned the methodology and bias of “questers,” including 

members of The Jesus Seminar. It is quite clear that the Jesus 

of liberal ‘Christianity’ is not the Jesus of the New Testament. 

He is a “soft” Jesus who is pliable in the hands of wolves in 

sheep’s clothing. It is a Jesus who aspired to greatness, but 

ended His life in defeat. The Jesus of liberal Christianity is a 

weak imitation of the real Jesus we find on the pages of God’s 

Word.
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Chapter Four

British actor, writer and speaker Gyles Brandreth wrote a book 

in 1984 titled, The Joy of Lex: How to Have Fun with 

860,341,500 Words. He had estimated that the average person 

says more than 860 million words in their lifetime. That’s the 

equivalent of reading the entire King James Bible aloud more 

than 1,100 times. It brings new meaning to the statement – “you 

talk too much.” : )

That does raise an interesting question. How many of those 

hundreds of millions of words that a person speaks in their 

lifetime are wise words? How many are helpful words? How 

many of those words inspire others to live a better life?

One other question. How many of those hundreds of millions of 

words have the authority of God in them?

Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does 

them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on 

the rock. Matthew 7:24
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And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, 

that  the people were astonished at His teaching,  for He 

taught them as one having authority, and not as the 

scribes. Matthew 7:28-29

The sayings of Jesus stand out from all other sayings of people 

through the ages because they have the authority of God in 

them. Jesus was not just a great teacher who shared pearls of 

human wisdom with His audience. Jesus was the greatest 

Teacher of all teachers because He is God in flesh. When Jesus 

talked, He spoke words of eternal wisdom – words from Heaven 

itself. When Jesus told Satan that “Man shall not live by bread 

alone, but by every word of God,” He was including His words 

as well since He is God.  

In the last chapter we looked at how liberal theology views 

Jesus of Nazareth. In brief and for the most part, liberal 

‘Christians’ do not believe in the virgin birth of Jesus of 

Nazareth. They do not believe Jesus is God in the flesh. Many 

do not believe Jesus predicted His death and that He was 

actually surprised by His arrest and trial and was defeated by 
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His death on the cross. They do not believe Jesus rose from the 

dead. It’s a wonder why they even bother to call themselves 

Christians. Why call yourself after someone who was delusional 

and defeated in life?

The answer, at least for some, may be that they can pretend to 

be ‘religious’ and moral people. Liberal ‘Christians’ believe in a 

“soft” Jesus that they can manipulate and mold into their own 

image and likeness. They cherry-pick the sayings of Jesus that 

fit their worldview and go through life thinking they are just fine 

with God, if they even believe in the existence of God.

Liberal ‘Christians’ believe they are rich and don’t need 

anything. What they don’t realize is that they are wretched, 

miserable, poor, blind, and naked (one of the sayings of Jesus). 

What’s the answer? “Repent” (Revelation 3:19). That really is 

their only hope.

So much for liberal Christians. Let’s move next to progressive 

Christians. What do they believe about Jesus?
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The “Progressive” Jesus

I’ve written at length about Progressive Christianity, so you may 

want to look at that eBook to read more about it. The first two 

points of the 8 Points of Progressive Christianity address the 

teachings (sayings) of Jesus of Nazareth:

1. Believe that following the path and teachings of Jesus can 

lead to an awareness and experience of the Sacred and 

the Oneness and Unity of all life;

2. Affirm that the teachings of Jesus provide but one of many 

ways to experience the Sacredness and Oneness of life, 

and that we can draw from diverse sources of wisdom in 

our spiritual journey

Notice that progressive ‘Christians’ view the teachings of Jesus 

as one many “diverse sources of wisdom.” This explanation 

from a ‘progressive Christian’ church explains how they view 

the second point:

https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/is-progressive-christianity-christian.pdf
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This principle stems from the reality of the 21st 

century. We share our lives with people who are 

Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist. We experience 

these people as loving and caring by following their 

religious traditions. To deny that is to deny that God 

can only draw people with one way. That simply 

isn’t born out in our experience.

The power of the Christian faith to transform lives does 

not require it to be exclusively true. Exclusivity is born 

out of fear. The fear that there is one train to God and if 

you aren’t on the right train, you’ll go to hell. We believe 

there are many trains and God welcomes them all. 

Bethel Congregational United Church of Christ

You’ll see several “clue” words in their brief statement – words 

that give us some clues about what’s behind their worldview.

• reality of the 21st century — progressive ‘Christians’ 

believe that the 21st has its own “reality” that is superior to 

previous centuries .. they believe in a progressive evolution 

https://www.bethelbeaverton.org/progressive-christianity
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of spiritual knowledge that is becoming better in the 21st 

century ..

• experience — how someone ‘experiences’ the world is 

more important than what someone thinks .. the societal 

change from saying “I think” to “I feel” is evidence of that .. 

progressive ‘Christians’ depend almost entirely on their 

feelings and experiences with people of other worldviews 

(e.g. Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist) rather than the 

factual data driving those worldviews ..

• loving and caring — love and acceptance of other 

worldviews is foundational to how progressive ‘Christians’ 

view life .. that’s why they are quick to quote what Jesus 

said about “love,” while rejecting the words of Jesus about 

repentance, judgment and punishment ..

• their religious traditions — progressive ‘Christians’ do not 

believe it is right to interfere with the beliefs of people that 

differ from the plain teachings of Scripture .. progressive 

‘Christians’ care more for the religious traditions of non-

Christians than do for the teachings of Jesus ..

• only draw people with one way — progressive ‘Christians’ 

despise Jesus’ teaching in John 14:6 – “I am the way, the 
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truth, and  the life.  No one comes to the Father  except 

through Me.” – because it is an “exclusionary” statement .. 

progressive ‘Christians’ only accept the teachings of Jesus 

that appear to be “inclusionary” .. how do they know that to 

be true? “That simply isn’t born out in our experience.” 

Experience will always trump facts and truth for the 

‘progressive Christian’ .. exclusivity is something to abhor 

and shun .. notice how they attack the idea of what Jesus 

said in John 14:6 ..

• The power of the Christian faith to transform lives does not 

require it to be exclusively true .. progressive ‘Christians’ 

do not believe in truth that is true .. truth to them is 

subjective .. everyone has their own truth and shouldn’t be 

excluded if their truth is not your truth .. the idea of 

transforming lives with a belief system that doesn’t need to 

be true is also a clue .. truth is not what matters to a 

progressive ‘Christian’ .. experience is what matters ..

• Exclusivity is born out of fear .. now we’re getting down to 

the emotional part of what drives progressive ‘Christians’ – 

fear .. their fear comes from the teachings of Jesus about 

people going to hell .. those are teachings the progressive 
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groups don’t support .. apparently, to progressives, that’s 

where Jesus lost His wisdom .. why? because 

progressives believe there are many “trains” to God – not 

just one — there are many ways to get to God – not just 

one .. “We believe there are many trains and God 

welcomes them all.” Progressives view God as someone 

waiting at a train station and overjoyed to see all the trains 

arrive .. progressive ‘Christians’ have a very low of God if 

they think the Almighty is ready to welcome everyone who 

rides any train to Heaven .. they are delusional and 

deceived ..

Even as progressive ‘Christians’ have a “low” view of God and 

His Word, they also have a low view of Jesus. However, they do 

believe some of His teachings have value in the same way that 

other religious people of the past (e.g. guru) have some wisdom 

worth considering for their spiritual journey. Progressive 

‘Christians’ believe Jesus is someone to “emulate,” but not to 

worship. They are interested in the “moral” teachings of Jesus, 

but not His “salvation” teachings. Progressive ‘Christians’ don’t 

view themselves as needing to be saved from anything because 
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they are not fallen or sinful. They believe that most people are 

good, so they just want to be ‘better’ people. Progressive 

‘Christians’ don’t believe God is upset with them at all. He just 

wants to help them live a better life now (sound familiar?).

In the Progressive ‘beginning’

So, when did Progressive Christianity begin? The church we 

quoted from above states on its website that progressive 

Christianity began in 2006.

The movement was a part of a larger movement called “the 

emerging church.” At the heart of these movements was the 

desire to articulate a way of being Christian that was an 

alternative to the Christian faith portrayed in the public realm. 

The leaders of Progressive Christianity had grown weary of 

defining their Christian faith in negative terms: ‘We aren’t 

fundamentalists. We don’t believe the Bible is the 

inerrant or infallible word of God. We don’t agree that 

Creationism should replace the science of evolution in 

public schools. We don’t believe that God hates gays. We 
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don’t believe that people of other faiths are going to hell 

unless they convert to Christianity. We don’t deny the right 

of women to choose what happens to their bodies. Bethel 

Congregational United Church of Christ

Ah, yes .. “the emerging church.” We’ve also written about that 

group as well. You can read about the history of the emerging 

church beginning on page 22 of our eBook on Unity 

Movements. Even though we can find some writings from the 

end of the 20th century that impacted the progressive ‘Christian’ 

movement (e.g. Jesus Seminar, liberal theologians), most of the 

effort that we call the emerging church and progressive 

‘Christianity’ began in the early part of the 21st century.

Progressive ‘Christians’ are not progressive and they are not 

Christians. That’s a fairly simple but accurate way of explaining 

the movement. Unfortunately, progressive thinking about Jesus 

of Nazareth has crept into evangelical churches and 

denominations. National polling done during the past decade 

shows how much of progressive ‘Christianity’ has affected the 

https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/thinking-about-christian-unity-1.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/thinking-about-christian-unity-1.pdf
https://faithandselfdefense.com/2021/06/16/creep-and-drift-in-the-evangelical-church/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/2021/06/16/creep-and-drift-in-the-evangelical-church/
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thinking of evangelical church leaders and members, especially 

as it relates to Jesus.

Strangely, while most evangelicals strongly believe in 

justification by faith alone, they are confused about the 

person of Jesus Christ. On one hand, virtually all 

evangelicals express support for Trinitarian doctrine. Yet at 

the same time, most agree that Jesus is the first and greatest 

being created by God, which was a view espoused by the 

ancient heretic Arius. Christian, What Do You Believe? 

Probably a Heresy About Jesus, Says Survey

The sad fact that is that if you attend an evangelical church, 

more than half of the people in the building with you believe an 

ancient heresy about Jesus. What about your pastors and 

teachers? What do they believe about Jesus? If more than half 

of all evangelicals believe that Jesus is a created being, what 

are your pastors and teachers doing about it? Are they 

concerned? Are they preaching the Gospel of Christ that 

includes the truth that Jesus of Nazareth is the Eternal God? If 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/october/what-do-christians-believe-ligonier-state-theology-heresy.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/october/what-do-christians-believe-ligonier-state-theology-heresy.html
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not, you may be in a church pastored by closet progressives 

who are moving your church toward progressive ‘Christianity’.

Rather than take up any more time in this eBook, I hope you will 

read our articles and eBooks about progressive ‘Christianity.’ 

You’ll find more background on the history of the movement 

there. It’s important that we spend time learning about the 

impact of liberal and progressive theology on evangelicalism 

while there are still some true evangelicals left to think.

Progressive Hope?

Is there any hope for progressives? Absolutely! Their hope is 

the same as the hope we mentioned for liberals. “Repent, and 

believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15). That’s another saying of the 

very wise Jesus of Nazareth. Progressives must repent and 

believe in the Gospel of Christ – not their mixed up, messed up 

gospel – the but the real Gospel of Jesus of Nazareth. If they 

don’t do that, then they will have to face their greatest fear – the 

exclusivity of the Gospel of Christ – that there really is just one 

train that God will welcome at the station.
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Chapter Five

A group of ‘scholars’ known as The Jesus Seminar came up 

with a brilliant plan for how to determine which of the sayings 

and deeds attributed to Jesus of Nazareth in the Gospels could 

be considered authentic. Jesus Seminar founder Robert W. 

Funk said this at the launch of the Jesus Seminar in Berkeley, 

California, in March 1985:

We are about to embark on a momentous enterprise. We are 

going to inquire simply, rigorously after the voice of Jesus, 

after what he really said. The Jesus Seminar

A Flawed Process

Funk realized that the process these scholars were about to 

undertake “may prove hazardous” and might “provoke hostility.” 

He even admitted they would be “asking a question that borders 

the sacred, that even abuts blasphemy.” As it turned out, Funk 

https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2018/04/the-jesus-seminar-revealed.pdf
https://www.westarinstitute.org/projects/the-jesus-seminar/
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was right – the findings of The Jesus Seminar were 

blasphemous.

According to The Jesus Seminar – “Among the findings is that, 

in the judgment of the Jesus Seminar Fellows, about 18 percent 

of the sayings and 16 percent of the deeds attributed to Jesus 

in the gospels are authentic.” Another way of understanding that 

statement is that 82 percent of the sayings and 84 percent of 

the deeds attributed to Jesus in the Gospels are NOT authentic.

While liberal and progressive ‘Christians’ and even some 

evangelical Christians would probably agree with those findings, 

the findings don’t bear out the facts.

The Jesus Seminar’s process was deeply flawed. They strongly 

approved of including the writings that the early Church had 

long ago concluded were not apostolic – works like the Gospel 

of Thomas, the Apocryphon of James, and the Dialogue of the 

Savior. Funk viewed the Gospel of Thomas as more accurate 

than the Four Gospels in Scripture and called Thomas the Fifth 

Gospel. You can read more about that in our eBook titled The 

Fifth Gospel – Better Than The Rest?.

https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2018/07/the-fifth-gospel-better-than-the-rest.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2018/07/the-fifth-gospel-better-than-the-rest.pdf
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Another flaw in the Jesus Seminar process was how the 

‘scholars’ determined whether something Jesus said or did was 

authentic. They inventoried and classified all the words 

attributed to Jesus “in the first three centuries of the Common 

Era.” That was their first mistake. Jesus spoke during the early 

part of the first century AD. His words were heard by both His 

followers and detractors. Those followers (disciples) lived during 

the 1st century, but not one of them lived into the 2nd century. 

No one who heard personally heard Jesus would have been 

alive in the 2nd and 3rd centuries to write what He said.

The ‘scholars’ collected more than 1500 versions of about 500 

items from the first three centuries of Christianity (1st mistake) 

and sorted them into four categories:

1. Parables

2. Aphorisms

3. Dialogues

4. Stories containing words attributed to Jesus
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Members of the seminar debated each agenda item, then used 

colored beads to indicate the degree of authenticity of Jesus’ 

words. They assigned a number rating for the purpose of 

quantifying the votes “with a weighted average.” They used the 

following colored beads:

• Red (likely authentic)

• Pink (somewhat likely)

• Gray (somewhat unlikely)

• Black (unlikely)

That was their second mistake. It demonstrates how 

‘unscholarly’ they were that they would use such a ridiculous 

process for determining whether Jesus said what He said. I 

spent decades managing journalists and journalistic projects 

and never once thought of having a team of journalists debate 

the coverage of a story, then use colored beads to indicate the 

degree of authenticity of that story. A story was either true or 

false based on the facts discovered in the journalistic process.
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You may find some of these articles helpful in looking at the 

flawed process of the ‘scholars’ involved in the Jesus Seminar:

• The Jesus Seminar Under Fire

• Presuppositions and Pretensions of the Jesus Seminar

• Are “The Jesus Seminar” criticisms of the gospels and 

Jesus Christ valid?

• The “Jesus Seminar”: The Quest for the “Imaginary” Jesus

• Fabricating Jesus: How Modern Scholars Distort the 

Gospels

It is our position that the Jesus Seminar got it wrong for all the 

reasons mentioned above. Their ‘scholars’ came up with the 

following list of the “authentic” sayings of Jesus. You won’t be 

surprised by what they found.

https://www.str.org/w/the-jesus-seminar-under-fire
https://www.reasonablefaith.org/writings/popular-writings/jesus-of-nazareth/presuppositions-and-pretensions-of-the-jesus-seminar/
https://christiananswers.net/q-eden/edn-t016.html
https://christiananswers.net/q-eden/edn-t016.html
https://www.equip.org/article/the-jesus-seminar-the-quest-for-the-imaginary-jesus/
https://www.amazon.com/Fabricating-Jesus-Scholars-Distort-Gospels/dp/0830833552
https://www.amazon.com/Fabricating-Jesus-Scholars-Distort-Gospels/dp/0830833552
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The sayings the Fellows voted as most likely to be authentic 

were:

1. Other cheek (Q) Matt 5:39, Luke 6:29a

2. Coat & shirt (Q) Matt 5:40, Luke 6:29b

3. Congratulations, poor!  (Q, Thomas) Luke 6:20, Thomas 

54

4. Matt 5:3

5. Second mile (Q) Matt 5:41

6. Love of enemies (Q) Luke 6:27b, Matt 5:44b, Luke 6:32, 

35a

7. Leaven  (Q, Thomas) Luke 13:20-21, Matt 13:33, Thom 

96:1-2

8. Emperor & God  (Thomas, Mark) Thom 100:2b, Mark 

12:17b, Luke 20:25b, Matt 22:21c

9. Give to beggars (Q) Matt 5:42a, Luke 6:30a

10.The Samaritan (L) Luke 10:30-35

11. Congratulations, hungry!  (Q, Thomas) Luke 6:21a, Matt 

5:6, Thom 69:2
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This is so typical of liberal scholars. They like what Jesus said 

when it agrees with their worldview. They don’t like anything 

Jesus said that disagrees with their beliefs. Do you see 

anything in their list where Jesus commanded repentance, said 

anything about taking up the cross to follow Him? Do you find 

anything about His miracles proving His claims to be one with 

the Father? Anything about the reality of hell? No, you will never 

find any agreement with those verses because it doesn’t fit the 

liberal narrative and agenda.

How convenient that the ‘scholars’ of the Jesus Seminar agreed 

that Jesus did not actually say 82% of the words ascribed to 

Him in the Gospels. Since they can pick and choose what Jesus 

said, they can pick and choose what to believe and how to live.
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Jesus Seminar Fellows also came to consensus on the 

following:

• Jesus of Nazareth did not refer to himself as the Messiah, 

nor did he claim to be a divine being who descended to 

earth from heaven in order to die as a sacrifice for the sins 

of the world. These are claims that some people in the 

early church made about Jesus, not claims he made about 

himself.

• At the heart of Jesus’ teaching and actions was a vision of 

a life under the reign of God (or, in the empire of God) in 

which God’s generosity and goodness is regarded as the 

model and measure of human life; everyone is accepted as 

a child of God and thus liberated both from the 

ethnocentric confines of traditional Judaism and from the 

secularizing servitude and meagerness of their lives under 

the rule of the empire of Rome.

• Jesus did not hold an apocalyptic view of the reign (or 

kingdom) of God—that by direct intervention God was 

about to bring history to an end and bring a new, perfect 

order of life into being. Rather, in Jesus’ teaching the reign 

https://www.westarinstitute.org/projects/the-jesus-seminar/jesus-seminar-phase-1-sayings-of-jesus/
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of God is a vision of what life in this world could be, not a 

vision of life in a future world that would soon be brought 

into being by a miraculous act of god.

These statements alone are enough to nail the coffin of 

apostasy shut on their supposed scholarship. These are truly 

“doctrines of demons.” It all goes back to which Jesus you want 

to believe. You can choose to believe the Jesus of the Jesus 

Seminar – just a man from 1st century Palestine – a man who 

said very little of significance – a man who accomplished little of 

importance.

In the course of the modern critical study of the Bible, which 

was inspired by the Reformation (begun formally, 1517 C.E.) 

but originated with the Enlightenment (about 1690 C.E.), 

biblical scholars and theologians alike have learned to 

distinguish the Jesus of history from the Christ of faith. It has 

been a painful lesson for both the church and scholarship. 

The distinction between the two figures is the difference 

between a historical person who lived in a particular time and 

place and was subject to the limitations of a finite existence, 
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and a figure who has been assigned a mythical role, in which 

he descends from heaven to rescue humankind and, of 

course, eventually returns there. A Christian wrinkle in this 

scheme has the same heavenly figure returning to earth at 

the end of history to inaugurate a new age. Robert Funk, The 

Search for the Authentic Words of Jesus

The Quest Continues

The Jesus Seminar concluded its work in 1998 with Profiles of 

Jesus. What’s happened since? Well, the quest continues. My 

friend Dr. Mike Licona of Houston Baptist University says that 

skeptical scholars today are rejecting “the criteria of authenticity 

altogether” as part of a postmodern approach to history by 

some New Testament scholars. I found his book, The 

Resurrection of Jesus: A New Historiographical Approach 

(Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2010) very helpful in 

understanding several aspects of the postmodernist historical 

method. I recommend The Resurrection of Jesus to anyone 

interested in learning about evidences for the Resurrection and 

https://www.westarinstitute.org/projects/the-jesus-seminar/jesus-seminar-phase-1-sayings-of-jesus/excerpt-from-the-introduction-to-the-five-gospels/
https://www.westarinstitute.org/projects/the-jesus-seminar/jesus-seminar-phase-1-sayings-of-jesus/excerpt-from-the-introduction-to-the-five-gospels/
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you will also find it helpful in understanding what liberal scholars 

are pushing today.

Dr. Licona pointed me to Jesus, Criteria, and the Demise of 

Authenticity by Chris Keith and Anthony Le Donne (T&T Clark, 

2012) as the book that began to move this anti-authenticity 

movement forward. In addition to Keith and Le Donne, 

contributing authors included Scot McKnight, Dale Allison Jr., 

Mark Goodacre, Dagmar Winter, Jens Schröter, and Loren 

Stuckenbruck. Morna Hooker’s Foreward to the book sounds 

familiar:

If we concentrate on the whole rather than the details, 

however, we shall that we know quite a lot about Jesus, even 

though we may not be able to reconstruct with certainty any 

of his sayings or actions.

In just one sentence, Hooker was able to summarize the 

findings of The Jesus Seminar. There’s no way we can know 

with any certainty what Jesus said or did. That perspective on 

the Gospels removes any responsibility for obedience or 
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worship on the part of postmodern scholars and their followers. 

How convenient.

Dr. Licona wrote a critical review of Jesus, Criteria, and the 

Demise of Authenticity in 2014. Here is an overview statement 

from his critique that you may find helpful as you consider the 

ongoing quest for the Historical Jesus.

For years, historians of Jesus have employed the criteria for 

authenticity in their work and a few scholars have 

occasionally called the value of the criteria into question. 

Fairly recently, however, a team of scholars, many of whom 

are highly esteemed, contributed critiques in a volume in 

which they expressed doubts pertaining to the value of the 

criteria. Several of the contributors even called for their 

abandonment. But the extent of their pessimism is ill-founded 

and based on a postmodernist approach to history that, while 

gaining momentum within biblical scholarship, has already 

been debated for decades among historians practicing 

outside the world of religious studies and has largely been 

found wanting. Is the Sky Falling in the World of Historical 
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Jesus Research?, Michael Licona, Houston Baptist 

University, Bulletin for Biblical Research, 2014

Dr. Licona recommended Jesus, Skepticism and the Problem of 

History: Criteria and Context in the Study of Christian Origins 

(Zondervan Academic, 2019), co-edited by Darrell Block and Ed 

Komoszewski as a comprehensive response to those criticizing 

the criteria. Dr. Licona is one of the contributing writers.

The attacks against Jesus of Nazareth will continue until He 

returns from Heaven, so we should not be surprised by the 

continuing movement to overthrow what the New Testament 

tells us about the Lord’s identity, what He said and what He did. 

We can trust the authenticity of Scripture, knowing that “All 

Scripture  is  given by inspiration of God,  and  is  profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).
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In the words of an eyewitness to what Jesus said and did:

For we did not follow  cunningly devised fables when we 

made known to you the  power and  coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, but were  eyewitnesses of His majesty.  For 

He received from God the Father honor and glory when 

such a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: ‘This is 

My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’ And we 

heard this voice which came from heaven when we were 

with Him on the holy mountain. 2 Peter 1:16-18

It’s time for us to open up the Gospels and see what Jesus 

really said about many things. Before you run down to the 

corner Christian bookstore to load up on books about Jesus and 

Christianity, let me warn you. We cannot depend on the writings 

of the majority of ‘popular’ Christian authors today because they 

are terribly tainted with what the Apostle Paul called “doctrines 

of demons” (2 Timothy 4:1). I’ve heard from some Christians 

who don’t like the word “doctrine,” so just a reminder that it 

simply means “teaching.” Any teaching is a doctrine 

(didaskalia  – instruction). We don’t need to be afraid to talk 
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about “doctrines” because it describes what Jesus said. He said 

– He taught – He instructed. And by the way, what Jesus taught 

and what popular preachers, teachers and authors teach and 

write are often not the same thing. I’ve been reading and 

reviewing Christian books for decades and the problem has 

become an epidemic of poor thinking and bad theology. Except 

for an occasional  apologetics book  that may be helpful, I 

generally recommend that Christians get a good translation of 

the Bible, possibly a good study Bible by a reputable teacher, 

and spend their reading time in God’s Word. 

https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-book-reviews/
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2020/02/can-i-trust-my-bible-translation.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2020/02/can-i-trust-my-bible-translation.pdf
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Chapter Six

Jesus spoke a little more than 31-thousand words in the New 

Testament; that’s after you exclude duplications of His sayings 

from the four Gospel accounts. Modern research has found that 

men say about 15-thousand words a day on average. Some 

researchers use a higher number (as high as 30-thousand 

words a day), some lower (as low as 5-thousand words a day). 

What we don’t know is how many words a day ancient people 

spoke. They didn’t have email, cell phones, texting, social 

media and other technological advances, so the number of 

words the ancient spoke per day may have been higher or 

lower – we don’t know because there are no recordings of 

ancient conversations.
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The Words of Jesus

Another consideration about the number of words Jesus spoke 

in a day is that He was a traveling preacher. He spoke all day 

long. He spoke to large crowds, small groups and individuals. 

He was always preaching and teaching, unless He was praying. 

However, even the prayers of Jesus are words He spoke to His 

Father. We know that Jesus spoke to His Father every day, but 

we have a record of only a few of the prayers Jesus prayed.

Jesus may have spoken between 15-thousand and 30-

thousand words a day (or more), but let’s use the lower number 

of 15-thousand to be on the conservative side. Based on that 

average, what we have in the New Testament is just two days of 

the words that Jesus spoke. Two days of speaking? Didn’t 

Jesus teach for more than three years? That would be more 

than 16-million words based on 15-thousand words a day for 

three years (up to 19 million words if His ministry continued for 

three-and-a-half years). That means we have only 0.0019375% 

of what Jesus said during His earthly ministry. That’s less than 

one-one-hundredth of one percent of all that Jesus said 



And Jesus Said  of 69 132

between His baptism and His ascension. We’re not counting 

what Jesus said as a child, teenager and young adult .. just 

what He said after He stepped out on the public stage of 

ministry at the Jordan River. That means we don’t have a record 

of 99.998% of what Jesus said during His earthly ministry!

Why such a small percentage? Didn’t He tell Satan that “Man 

shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.”? Given 

that everything Jesus said was the “word of God,” why don’t we 

have every word Jesus said while He was on earth? Good 

question.

The Apostle John gave us some clue at the end of his Gospel 

account:

And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which 

if they were written one by one,  I suppose that even the 

world itself could not contain the books that would be 

written. Amen. John 21:25
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John was a personal witness to the earthly ministry of Jesus 

from the early days of His ministry. In fact, John was one of the 

first four people Jesus called to follow Him:

And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two 

brothers, Simon  called Peter, and Andrew his brother, 

casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then 

He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of 

men.’ They immediately left  their  nets and followed Him. 

Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, 

James  the son  of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the 

boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He 

called them, and immediately they left the boat and their 

father, and followed Him. Matthew 4:18-22

John followed Jesus and heard the Lord speak every day. John 

heard the teachings and saw the miracles. John was the only 

apostle to stand near the cross and hear what Jesus said as He 

was dying for John and others. John raced Peter to the empty 

tomb and saw that the body of Jesus was not there:
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Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were 

going to the tomb. So they both ran together, and the other 

disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. And he, 

stooping down and looking in, saw  the linen cloths 

lying  there; yet he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, 

following him, and went into the tomb; and he saw the 

linen cloths lying  there, and  the  handkerchief that had 

been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but 

folded together in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, 

who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and 

believed. For as yet they did not know the Scripture, that 

He must rise again from the dead. Then the disciples went 

away again to their own homes. John 20:3-10

John was behind locked doors with other disciples on the first 

Resurrection Sunday when Jesus appeared in the room and 

said, “Peace be with you.” Jesus showed John and the other 

His hands and His side to demonstrate that though He had died 

by crucifixion, He was alive. John and the others were glad 

when they saw Jesus alive standing before them. Then they 

heard Jesus say these words:
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So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father 

has sent Me, I also send you.’ And when He had said this, 

He breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy 

Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; 

if you retain the  sins  of any, they are retained. John 

20:21-23

Jesus presented Himself alive after His suffering by many 

infallible proofs and spent 40 days with the apostles “speaking 

of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). John 

was in that group. He saw and heard the risen Savior for 40 

days, then watched as Jesus ascended to Heaven. Given all 

that John had seen and heard, he was correct to say – “And 

there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they 

were written one by one,  I suppose that even the world itself 

could not contain the books that would be written.”
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Jesus probably spoke more than 16-million words during His 

earthly ministry, but we have just 31-thousand words recorded 

in the New Testament. That’s not unlike what we see in other 

parts of the Bible. Adam lived to be 930 years of age, but we 

have only a few of his words recorded in the Bible. Noah lived 

to be 950 years of age, but we have less than 50 words that 

Noah spoke. As we look at the long lives of Abraham, Isaac, 

Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, the prophets and others, you will 

find that the number of their spoken words recorded in the Bible 

is extremely few in number compared with how many words 

they actually spoke during their lifetime.

The Words of Jesus Numbered

God is Eternal. He determined what would the Son of God 

would do and say before the beginning of time, before the 

foundation of the world. Nothing happened by chance. God was 

not surprised by something that someone did or said. Jesus 

knew exactly what would happen and what He would say before 

He came to earth through the virgin birth. Gabriel, the angel 

who stands in the presence of God, revealed to Zacharias, 
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Joseph and Mary what God was going to do through the 

ministry of Jesus of Nazareth. Angels did the same with a group 

of shepherds who were watching over their flock at night near 

Bethlehem.

God knew everything that everyone was going to say and do 

before they said it and did it. God is All-Knowing. That includes 

how many of Jesus’ words would be recorded in the Bible. The 

31-thousand words of Jesus listed for us in the New Testament 

are the number of words God wanted us to read. No more. No 

less. God’s Word is Perfect. Because of that fact, it is important 

that everyone of us hear what Jesus had to say. These are truly 

words of life and light:

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. John 1:4
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We even have warnings from the apostles about not listening to 

and obeying the words of Jesus:

If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent 

to wholesome words,  even  the words of our Lord Jesus 

Christ,  and to the  doctrine which accords with 

godliness, he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed 

with disputes and arguments over words, from which come 

envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, useless wranglings of 

men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who 

suppose that godliness is a  means of  gain.  From  such 

withdraw yourself. 1 Timothy 6:3-5

Here are some things we know that God (Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit) determined to accomplish before time began, before the 

foundation of the world:

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, 

nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings 

for the gospel according to the power of God, who has 

saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to 
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our works, but  according to His own purpose and grace 

which was given to us in Christ Jesus  before time 

began, but has now been revealed by the appearing of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought 

life and immortality to light through the gospel. 2 Timothy 

1:8-10

Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus 

Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect and  the 

acknowledgment of the truth  which accords with 

godliness,  in hope of eternal life which God, who  cannot 

lie, promised before time began,  but has in due time 

manifested His word through preaching, which was 

committed to me according to the commandment of God 

our Savior. Titus 1:1-3

… knowing that you were not redeemed with  corruptible 

th ings,  l ike  si lver or gold, f rom your a imless 

conduct  received  by tradition from your fathers,  but with 

the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 

and without spot. He indeed was foreordained before the 



And Jesus Said  of 77 132

foundation of the world, but was  manifest  in these last 

times for you who through Him believe in God, who raised 

Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith 

and hope are in God. 1 Peter 1:18-21

Blessed be  the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly  places  in Christ,  just as  He chose us in 

Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 

holy and without blame before Him in love,  having 

predestined us to  adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to 

Himself,  according to the good pleasure of His will. 

Ephesians 1:2-5

For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to 

them; but the word which they heard did not profit 

them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it. For 

we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said: 

So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest,’ 

although the works were finished from the foundation of 

the world.  For He has spoken in a certain place of the 
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seventh dayin this way:  “And God rested on the seventh 

day from all His works. Hebrews 4:2-4

It was granted to him  to make war with the saints and to 

overcome them. And  authority was given him over 

every tribe, tongue, and nation. All who dwell on the earth 

will worship him, whose names have not been written in 

the Book of Life of the Lamb slain  from the foundation of 

the world. Revelation 13:7-8

Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be 

with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which 

You have given Me;  for You loved Me before the 

foundation of the world. O righteous Father! The world has 

not known You, butI have known You; and  these have 

known that You sent Me. John 17:24-25
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He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from 

the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was 

manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 1 

John 3:8

• Everything that Jesus was going to accomplish during His 

earthly ministry was determined in eternity – before time 

began, before the foundation of the world.  

• God saved us and called  us  with a holy calling,  not 

according to our works, but according to His own purpose 

and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus  before 

time began

• God promised the hope of eternal life through the death of 

Jesus Christ and the preaching of the apostles before time 

began

• God determined and foreordained before the foundation of 

the world that He would redeem lost sinners through the 

precious blood of Jesus Christ

• God chose us in Jesus Christ before the foundation of the 

world and predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus to 

Himself according to the good pleasure of His will, to the 
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praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us 

accepted in Christ

• God finished the works that would bring believers into 

eternal rest from before the foundation of the world

• God saw His Son as the Lamb slain from the foundation of 

the world

• God the Father gave His glory to His Son and loved Him 

before the foundation of the world

• God determined that His Son would be manifest on earth 

to destroy the works of the devil, who sinned from the 

beginning

Everything that Jesus said and did during His earthly ministry 

had already been determined before the beginning of time, 

before the foundation of the world. The 30-thousand plus words 

of Jesus that are recorded in the New Testament are the exact 

words God wanted included there. The Holy Spirit who inspired 

the writing of the Bible ensured that those words would be 

included by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. That is the miracle 

that is the Holy Word of God.
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Chapter Seven

We come now to the “sayings” of Jesus Christ – about 31-

thousand words determined from before the beginning of time, 

before the foundation of the world [LINK]. Even though Jesus 

probably spoke between 16-million and 19-million words during 

his earthly ministry [LINK], the Holy Spirit ensured that the 

writers of the Gospels and the Book of Revelation would include 

those words that God wanted the world to read for the last two-

thousand years.

First Words

The first recorded words of Jesus are those He spoke to His 

mother when He was twelve years old. Mary and Joseph went 

to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of Passover. Jesus went 

with them when He was twelve. They spent a few days in 

Jerusalem, then Mary and Joseph returned to Nazareth. 

However, Jesus remained in Jerusalem. Once Mary and Joseph 

realized Jesus was not with their group, they returned to 
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Jerusalem to search for Him. After a three-day search they 

found Jesus in the Temple talking with the religious teachers. 

Everyone who heard Jesus was astonished at His 

understanding and answers. Mary asked Jesus, “Son, why have 

You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You 

anxiously.” How Did Jesus respond? Keep in mind that these 

are the first words of Jesus recorded in the New Testament:

Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must 

be about My Father’s business? Luke 2:49

Mary and Joseph didn’t understand what He said to them, but 

Mary remembered what He told them. Jesus returned with Mary 

and Joseph and was subject to them. He increased in wisdom 

and stature and “in favor with God and men.”

Jesus was twelve years old when He said those words to His 

mother. They certainly weren’t His first words to her or others, 

but they are the first words the Holy Spirit gives us. Why? I think 

one reason is that it lets us know some important things about 

Jesus from a young age.
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1. Jesus knew from a young age that His Father was God. 

Joseph was probably a good step-father, but Jesus knew 

that He had an eternal connection to God the Father.

2. Jesus knew that He had a special purpose and mission 

that was eternal in nature. He was to be about His Father’s 

business. That would include preaching, teaching, dying, 

rising, saving and destroying (the works of the devil). Jesus 

wouldn’t begin that public ministry for another 18 years, but 

He knew at the age of twelve (and most likely earlier than 

that) what His Father had sent Him to do.

3. Jesus was found speaking and answering questions in the 

Temple. That Temple would have profound meaning to the 

Lord’s ministry in the coming years. It would be where 

Jesus spent much time teaching and preaching. It would 

also be the place where Jesus would speak powerfully to 

the religious leaders who had misled the people of God. 

His speaking in the Temple as a child was prophetic of 

what He would do as part of His Father’s “business”

4. Jesus, like other Jewish boys of His day, would have gone 

through the bar mitzvahor (son of the commandment) 

ceremony at the end of His 12th year. He chose that age to 
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demonstrate His understanding of God’s Word. His 

relationship to God the Father was unique and His 

knowledge of the meaning of the commandments of God 

was far greater than those of the religious men who taught 

in God’s Temple.

5. Jesus demonstrated His deep love and devotion for God 

the Father and His Word. That love and devotion would be 

Jesus’ guide throughout His ministry.

6. Jesus demonstrated His total subjection to His Father’s 

will. He said “I must be about My Father’s business.” As we 

will see throughout the ministry of Jesus, He was always 

subject to His Father’s will.

7. Jesus demonstrated through His words and actions that 

He would be unlike anyone else who had ever stepped into 

the Temple. He was both God and Man. He proved that 

with His words and would with His actions.
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What Jesus said to His mother may have also been a gentle 

reminder to her about His true identity. The angel Gabriel had 

told her more than twelve years earlier – “The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow 

you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be 

called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). Mary knew that she was a 

virgin when she conceived. She knew that an angel of God had 

visited her. She knew, but she may have needed a gentle 

reminder that the Boy she was raising was the Son of God and 

that God the Father had sent Him on a special mission to His 

people. The words of Jesus may have reminded her of what 

Gabriel had said to her about that mission:

Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found  favor with 

God.  And behold, you will conceive in your womb and 

bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. He will be 

great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and  the 

Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And 

He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His 

kingdom there will be no end. Luke 1:30-33
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Mary’s young Boy was the Son of the Highest and would reign 

over the house of Israel from the throne of David – and of His 

kingdom there would be no end.

Jesus and John the Baptist

We know nothing about what Jesus said from the age of twelve 

until He was about thirty years old. What we do know is that the 

son of Mary’s relative, Elizabeth, was preaching in the 

wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for  the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand!” (Luke 3:2)

John the Baptist was the last Old Testament prophet. The 

prophets Isaiah and Malachi had proclaimed the coming of John 

centuries before:

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way 

of the Lord; Make straight  in the desert A highway for our 

God. Isaiah 40:3
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Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way 

before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, Will suddenly 

come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, 

In whom you delight. Behold,  He is coming,’ Says 

the Lord of hosts. Malachi 3:1

John the Baptist was the fulfillment of those ancient prophecies. 

John also prophesied about the coming of Jesus:

I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He 

who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I 

am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan  is  in His hand, and He 

will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His 

wheat into the barn; but He will  burn up the chaff with 

unquenchable fire. Then Jesus came from Galilee to John 

at the Jordan to be baptized by him.  And John  tried 

to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and 

are You coming to me? Matthew 3:11-14
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It was then that Jesus spoke the next words we have recorded 

of Him in the Gospels:

But Jesus answered and said to him,  ‘Permit  it to be 

so  now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 

righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him. Matthew 3:15

John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River, which led to one of the 

few times we hear the voice of God the Father in the New 

Testament:

When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately 

from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to 

Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came  from 

heaven, saying,  ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased. Matthew 3:16-17

We also see in that moment a demonstration of the Trinity of 

God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit – the Triune God unified in 

purpose and will.
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Jesus and Satan

The Spirit of God led Jesus into the wilderness immediately 

following John’s baptism. The purpose of Jesus going into the 

wilderness after His baptism and before speaking to people was 

a demonstration of why Jesus came to earth:

For this purpose the Son of God was manifested,  that He 

might destroy the works of the devil. 1 John 3:8

Jesus wasted no time facing His enemy, the devil, because that 

was the primary reason He had come to earth from Heaven. 

Jesus was on a mission to destroy the devil’s works and the 

devil knew it. Satan didn’t know every aspect of God’s eternal 

plan, but he knew enough to know that the Son of God had 

become flesh and was on earth as part of their ongoing spiritual 

battle.
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Jesus fasted forty days and forty nights and was hungry. That’s 

when “the tempter came to Jesus. Here’s the conversation as 

we have it recorded for us in Matthew’s Gospel. Notice what 

words Jesus chose to use in response to Satan’s words:

Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If You are 

the Son of God, command that these stones become 

bread.’ But He answered and said, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall 

not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 

from the mouth of God.’ Then the devil took Him up  into 

the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and 

said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself 

down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge 

over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest 

you dash your foot against a stone.’ Jesus said to him, ‘It is 

written again,  ‘You shall not  tempt the  Lord  your 

God.’ Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high 

mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world 

and their glory. And he said to Him, All these things I will 

give You if You will fall down and worship me.’ Then Jesus 

said to him, Away with you, Satan! For it is written,  ‘You 
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shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall 

serve.’ Then the devil  left Him, and behold, angels came 

and ministered to Him. Matthew 4:3-11

We can think of this as “round two” in the battle between Jesus 

and Satan, keeping in mind that Jesus was on a mission to 

“destroy the works of the devil.” Round one was when Satan 

used King Herod to try to kill Jesus when He was a baby. An 

angel of God warned Joseph about Satan’s plot:

… behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream, saying, ‘Arise, take the young Child and His 

mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; 

for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.’ When 

he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night 

and departed for Egypt, and was there until the death of 

Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 

Lord through the prophet, saying, ‘Out of Egypt I called My 

Son.’ Matthew 2:13-15



And Jesus Said  of 93 132

Satan went after Jesus almost thirty years later, in the 

wilderness. Jesus allowed Himself to become physically 

weakened through fasting for forty days and nights. Satan, the 

tempter, jumped at the chance to attack Jesus when He was in 

that weakened state. However, even though Jesus was 

physically weak, the Lord was mentally and spiritually strong.

Jesus allowed Satan to attack first, then responded with a 

powerful counter to each attack:

• Attack One — “If You are the Son of God, command that 

these stones become bread.”

• Counter One — “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 

every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.”

• Attack Two — “Then the devil took Him up  into the holy 

city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple,  and said to 

Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it 

is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, 

‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your 

foot against a stone.’”
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• Counter Two — “Jesus said to him, ‘It is written again, ‘You 

shall not tempt the Lord your God.’”

• Attack Three — “Again, the devil took Him up on an 

exceedingly high mountain, and  showed Him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to Him, 

‘All these things I will give You if You will fall down and 

worship me.”

• Counter Three — “Then Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, 

Satan! For it is written,  ‘You shall worship the  Lord  your 

God, and Him only you shall serve.’”

Jesus responded to each of Satan’s attacks by quoting 

Scripture. The first quote addressed the power of God’s Word. 

The second quote addressed the great sin of tempting “the Lord 

your God.” The third quote addressed the imperative of 

worshiping and serving God alone.
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It was at the Lord’s last counter that caused Satan to leave Him. 

However, the battle was far from over. Here’s what we learn 

from Luke’s Gospel account about the exchange between 

Satan and Jesus:

Now when the devil had ended every  temptation, he 

departed from Him until an opportune time. Luke 4:13

Satan was not done with Jesus. He would return at “an 

opportune time.”
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Chapter Eight

The Bible is God’s “revelation” of Himself to His creatures.

The secret  things belong  to the  Lord  our God, but 

those  things which are  revealed belong  to us and to our 

children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. 

Deuteronomy 29:29

God revealed Himself to Moses and the prophets, who then 

revealed His Word to God’s people. We learn through Isaiah’s 

prophecy that God would one day reveal “the arm of the Lord” 

who would “bear their iniquities” (Isaiah 53:1-12). Jesus is the 

strong “arm” of the Lord who came to earth to present Himself 

as an offering for sin.
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Revealing Jesus

The words and actions God would use to “reveal” Himself were 

determined before the foundation of the world, before time 

began. That’s important to keep in mind as we read through the 

Old Testament. Everything unfolded just as God had planned.

The same is true with the revelation of Jesus Christ in the New 

Testament. What Jesus would say and do were determined in 

eternity. As we read through the words of Jesus, we want to 

carefully observe how He revealed Himself and the coming 

Kingdom. Observation must precede interpretation.

For the Jews who knew their Bibles well, they should have 

known what was going to happen when the Messiah was 

revealed to Israel. However, no matter what He said and did, 

they would not believe in Him.

https://gracelifethoughts.com/2010/02/12/how-to-study-gods-word/
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But although He had done so many  signs before them, 

they did not believe in Him,  that the word of Isaiah the 

prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke: ‘Lord, who has 

believed our report? And to whom has the arm of 

the Lord been revealed?’ Therefore they could not believe, 

because Isaiah said again: ‘He has blinded their eyes and 

hardened the i r hear ts , Les t they shou ld see 

wi th  the i r  eyes, Lest they should understand 

with  their  hearts and turn, So that I should heal them.’ 

These things Isaiah said when he saw His glory and spoke 

of Him. John 12:37-41

If we read the Old Testament first, we’ll see this coming. 

Reading the New Testament is basically a fulfillment of Old 

Testament prophecies concerning Jesus. The Old Testament is 

like a giant pointer that leads to Jesus of Nazareth.

In the last chapter we looked at the first recorded words of 

Jesus in the New Testament (to His mother), His words to John 

the Baptist, and His words to Satan when the devil tempted Him 

in the wilderness.
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We now move to what Jesus said to people during His earthly 

ministry. Jesus spoke more than 31-thousand words that are 

recorded for us to read in the New Testament and the 

overwhelming majority were to human beings, though some 

were to supernatural beings (e.g. His Heavenly Father, Satan 

and demons).

We turn our attention now to seven more aspects of Jesus’ 

sayings in the New Testament. These make up the vast majority 

of His recorded sayings:

1. Jesus’ sayings to His disciples

2. Jesus’ sayings to the people of Israel

3. Jesus’ sayings to the religious leaders of Israel

4. Jesus’ sayings to demons

5. Jesus’ sayings to His Heavenly Father

6. Jesus’ sayings from the Cross

7. Jesus’ sayings after the Resurrection
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We will specifically look at the sayings of Jesus that liberal and 

progressive ‘Christians’ do not believe Jesus ever said. Keep in 

mind that the so-called scholars of The Jesus Seminar believe 

Jesus did not say more than 80% of the words attributed to Him 

in the New Testament. They, and others who do not believe 

God’s Word is true, see Jesus as soft and weak. They see Him 

as defeated and still dead to this day. They are wrong. Jesus is 

very much alive and said what He said He said.

Jesus’ Sayings To His Disciples

Jesus came to earth from Heaven with a plan to destroy the 

works of the devil (1 John 3:8), save lost sinners and give them 

the gift of eternal life (e.g. Luke 19:10; John 3:16), and glorify 

the name of His Heavenly Father (e.g. John 12:27-28; 17:1-5). 

Jesus was laser focused from childhood on accomplishing 

those goals (e.g. Luke 2:41-50) and never wavered from His 

objective. He came to earth on a rescue mission of eternal 

scale, but He did not plan to do that alone.
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God’s eternal plan to redeem the human race has always 

included members of that race. We see that throughout the Old 

Testament. God called people into His service: Noah, Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, Isaiah, 

Jeremiah — and the list goes on. God spoke to and through 

members of the race He was redeeming. The same is true in 

the New Testament.

Jesus went from the Jordan River to the wilderness and then to 

Galilee. It was there, in Galilee, that Jesus began choosing the 

people who would become His closest followers and the men 

He would send out as apostles (apostolos – one sent on a 

mission, envoy, delegate, empowered representative) of His 

Gospel.

And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two 

brothers, Simon  called Peter, and Andrew his brother, 

casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then 

He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of 

men.’ They immediately left  their  nets and followed Him. 

Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, 
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James  the son  of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the 

boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He 

called them, and immediately they left the boat and their 

father, and followed Him. Matthew 4:18-22

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching and preaching, and His 

disciples went with Him. They saw Him teach in the synagogues 

and preach the Gospel of the Kingdom. They witnessed Jesus 

healing people of all kinds of sicknesses, diseases and 

torments. That included people who were epileptics and 

paralytics and people possessed with demons. The disciples 

watched as His fame spread throughout all Syria. They saw 

“great multitudes” follow Jesus, from Galilee, and from 

Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan (Matthew 

4:23-25).

Can you imagine being with Jesus from the early days of His 

earthly ministry? What an amazing adventure that must have 

been. I look forward to talking with them one day about their 

experiences.
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Just Ten Words

Notice what Jesus said to them — just ten words — “Follow Me, 

and I will make you fishers of men.” How did the men respond?

• Peter and his brother Andrew — “They immediately 

left their nets and followed Him.”

• James and his brother John — “and immediately they left 

the boat and their father, and followed Him.”

The calling of the first four disciples is similar in Mark 1:16-20. 

We learn in Luke’s Gospel account that James and John were 

fishing partners with Peter and Andrew. Luke 5:1-11 adds some 

details of the calling to discipleship from what we have in 

Matthew and Mark.

John’s Gospel account gives us more detail and more of what 

Jesus said, which is what we want to see in our series.
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We learn in John 1 that some of the men Jesus called to be 

disciples were also disciples of John the Baptist. Reading the 

four Gospel accounts of the calling of these first four disciples 

helps us understand why Peter, Andrew, James and John would 

“immediately” leave their vocation as fishermen to follow Jesus. 

Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist and was with him 

when the Baptist pointed to Jesus and said — “Behold the 

Lamb of God” (John 1:35-36). John the Baptist had said 

something similar in the hearing of Andrew — “Behold!  The 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is He of 

whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who  is preferred before 

me, for He was before me.’” That was an interesting statement 

chronologically because John the Baptist was six months older 

than Jesus. John understood that Jesus was “before” him in 

both age and position.

Andrew and another of the Baptist’s disciples saw Jesus 

walking by, followed Him and asked Him where where He was 

staying. Andrew and the other man went with Jesus and spent 

some time with Him. We don’t know what Jesus said to Andrew 

during their meeting, but it was apparently enough to convince 
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Andrew to find his brother Simon and say — “We have found 

the Messiah.” Andrew brought his brother to Jesus and Jesus 

said to Simon — “You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be 

called Cephas’ ((which is translated, A Stone).”

It’s not surprising that Andrew would have told his brother “We 

have found the Messiah.” Andrew was a disciple of John the 

Baptist and what was the Baptist’s primary purpose? To 

“Prepare the way” of the Messiah.

T h e r e w a s a  m a n s e n t f r o m G o d , w h o s e 

name  was  John.  This man came for a  witness, to bear 

witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He 

was not that Light, but  was sent  to bear witness of 

that Light. John 1:6-8
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God had sent John the Baptist to prepare the way for Jesus the 

Messiah to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom of God.

And he preached, saying, ‘There comes One after me who 

is mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to 

stoop down and loose.  I indeed baptized you with water, 

but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. Mark 1:7-8

Based on John’s Gospel, we believe Andrew was Jesus’ first 

disciple (protokleos, first called). He was in the boat with Peter 

when Jesus called them (according to Matthew and Mark), but 

Andrew had met with Jesus previously and introduced his 

brother to the Lord. We see Andrew mentioned several times in 

the Gospels and once in the Book of Acts.
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Jesus’ True Identity

The next disciple Jesus called was Philip. Philip was from 

Bethsaida, the same city where Andrew and Peter lived. Jesus 

said to Philip, “Follow Me” (John 1:43). Philip found Nathanael 

and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the 

law, and also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son 

of Joseph.” That’s an interesting comment. We don’t know if 

Philip was a good student of Moses and the prophets and 

recognized Jesus from their writings or whether Jesus revealed 

Himself to Philip from Moses and the prophets. It might have 

been a combination of both. Philip did reveal in his comment 

that Jesus was from Nazareth and that He was the son of 

Joseph. Philip would learn later that Jesus was far more than 

the son of a carpenter, but we see that in the early days of 

following Jesus the disciples saw Jesus as a fellow Galilean.

Nathanael’s response to Philip was interesting — “Can anything 

good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see” 

(John 1:45-46).
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This led to an interesting exchange between Jesus and 

Nathanael, who became one of Jesus’ early disciples.

Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of 

him,  ‘Behold,  an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!’ 

Nathanael said to Him, ‘How do You know me?’ Jesus 

answered and said to him,  ‘Before Philip called you, when 

you were under the fig tree, I saw you.’ Nathanael 

answered and said to Him, ‘Rabbi,  You are the Son of 

God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered and said 

to him,  ‘Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig 

tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than 

these.’ And He said to him,  ‘Most assuredly, I say to 

you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels 

of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man. 

John 1:47-51

Jesus revealed more about Himself through this exchange. 

Nathanael said something that many people said in Israel in the 

1st century AD — “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 

We learn in John 21 that Nathanael was from the Galilean city 
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of Cana. Cana was less than four miles north of Nazareth, but 

the people there looked down on anyone from Nazareth. 

Nazareth was a very small town with no significance in Israel’s 

history. People who lived in Nazareth were often laborers who 

had to walk to other towns to work or sell their goods. You can 

imagine Jesus growing up in an insignificant village walking with 

Joseph to other towns to get work as carpenters.

The village of Nazareth is not mentioned in the Old Testament. 

It was also not mentioned in the Hebrew Talmud or by Jewish 

historian Josephus who knew the region of Galilee well. 

Archaeological findings from the area around Nazareth reveal 

that it may have been a center of cult worship when the 

Canaanites dominated the area. Even though Nazareth has a 

population of more than 75-thousand people now, the 

population of 1st century Nazareth was probably about 400 

people.
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Some historians believe the name Nazareth came from the 

Hebrew word for “sprout, shoot, branch” (netser). That’s the 

same word Isaiah used when he wrote – “There  shall come 

forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall grow out 

of his roots” (Isaiah 11:1).

Interestingly, even as people who lived in Cana and other 

Galilean towns despised people from Nazareth, Judeans 

despised Galileans. They were all Jews, but they had their 

biases toward people from different classes and historical 

backgrounds. This shows us that Jesus grew up in lowly 

surroundings and had nothing from His upbringing that would 

have drawn people to Him. Identifying Jesus as “Jesus of 

Nazareth” was not a note of cultural pride in Israel.

We learn a great deal about Jesus and Nathanael from the 

exchange. Jesus, who never lied or deceived, said of Nathanael 

(also known as Bartholomew), “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in 

whom is no deceit!” That’s quite a statement coming from the 

Lord. Jesus said that Nathanael had no dolos (deceit, guile, 

treachery). Jesus also made a point about Nathanael being “an 
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Israelite” in whom was no deceit. Jesus knew the people of 

Israel well and that their hearts were often deceitful and 

treacherous.

Jesus proved to Nathanael that He was who Philip had said He 

was by demonstrating His Omniscience. Jesus knew things that 

couldn’t be known physically. Jesus had “seen” Nathanael 

standing under a fig tree before Philip called him. Nathanael 

was probably not standing under a fig tree when Philip called 

him, so he would know that Philip couldn’t have whispered that 

information to Jesus. Nathanael would have known that only 

God could have seen him standing alone under the fig tree, 

which is why Nathanael responded with “Rabbi,  You are the 

Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Nathanael realized that 

Jesus was exactly who Philip had described. Jesus was “Rabbi” 

(my master, my teacher), the “Son of God”, and the “King of 

Israel.” Jesus was the promised Messiah.
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Nathanael (Bartholomew) is mentioned sixth and in connection 

with Philip in lists naming the apostles:

Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, 

Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James 

the  son  of Zebedee, and John his brother;  Philip and 

Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 

James the  son  of Alphaeus, and  Lebbaeus, whose 

surname was Thaddaeus;  Simon the  Cananite, and 

Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him. Matthew 10:2-4
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Chapter Nine

Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God. What He said during His 

earthly ministry two-thousand years ago is vitally important to 

hear and understand. As Jesus told the devil, “Man shall not live 

by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the 

mouth of God.'” That includes everything Jesus said since He’s 

God.

Jesus’ Sayings To His Disciples

So far in our series we have looked at how the unbelieving 

world, along with liberal and progressive ‘Christians’, view the 

words of Jesus in the New Testament. Their beliefs are a 

continuation of ancient heresies. Liberal and progressive 

‘Christians’ don’t believe that the ‘historical’ Jesus said most of 

what is recorded of His sayings. They see Jesus as weak and 

defeated. We strongly disagree.

We have looked at the first recorded words of Jesus in the New 

Testament when He spoke to His mother at the age of twelve, 
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along with His verbal exchange with John the Baptist and with 

Satan.

In the last chapter we began looking at what Jesus said to His 

closest disciples who would become the apostles He would 

empower and send out to preach the Gospel. We saw what 

Jesus said to Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip and Nathanael 

(Bartholomew). We move now to the next six disciples.

Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the 

mountain to pray, and continued all night in  prayer to 

God.  And when it was day, He called His disciples 

to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also 

named apostles: Simon, whom He also named Peter, and 

Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and 

Bartholomew;  Matthew and Thomas; James the  son  of 

Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot; Judas  the son of 

James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor. Luke 

6:12-15
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We often see Jesus spending hours in prayer, especially before 

He would make important decisions or face extreme opposition. 

Jesus spent “all night in prayer to God” before calling the 

disciples to Himself and choosing twelve men “whom He also 

named apostles.” These twelve apostles (apostolos) would 

become the official representatives of Jesus and the Kingdom 

of God to the world. They would later be joined by the Apostle 

Paul who would be the Apostle to the Gentiles (e.g. Romans 

11:13; Galatians 2:8). Each of these men played a vital role in 

God’s eternal plan, even Judas Iscariot.

Matthew the Tax Collector

As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named 

Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to 

him,  ‘Follow Me.’ So he arose and followed Him. Matthew 

9:9

Then He went out again by the sea; and all the multitude 

came to Him, and He taught them. As He passed by, He 

saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office. And 
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He said to him, ‘Follow Me.’ So he arose and followed Him. 

Mark 2:13-14

After these things He went out and saw a tax collector 

named Levi, sitting at the tax office. And He said to 

him, ‘Follow Me.’ So he left all, rose up, and followed Him. 

Luke 5:27-28

It appears from the three mentions of Jesus calling Matthew 

that it might have been their first meeting. Jesus saw Matthew 

sitting at the tax office near the sea and said “Follow me,” upon 

which Matthew immediately got up, left his tax office and 

became a follower of Jesus. However, there may be more to the 

story than we see here. We learn from Peter in Acts 1 that the 

requirement for selecting an apostle to replace Judas is that the 

men had to have accompanied the others “all the time that the 

Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the 

baptism of John to that day when He was taken up from us.” 

The emphasis, Peter said, was that “one of these must become 

a witness with us of His resurrection.” Matthew was definitely a 
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witness of Jesus’ resurrection and may have also known Jesus 

from the baptism of John.

We learn several things about Matthew from the Gospel 

accounts:

• Matthew is a tax collector .. he worked for the Roman 

government collecting taxes from Jews .. the Greek word 

for tax collector is telónés (publican, collector of taxes, 

paying at the end)

• Matthew’s tax office was located near “the sea” .. based on 

the context of Mark 2, Matthew’s office would have been in 

or near Capernaum which was located on the northern 

edge of the Sea of Galilee

• Matthew is also known as Levi .. he was a Jew .. Jews who 

collected taxes for the Romans were usually despised by 

other Jews

• Matthew was the son of Alphaeus .. that information 

becomes important when we learn later that another 

apostle named James was also the son of a man named 

Alphaeus
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• Matthew left his tax collecting work immediately to follow 

Jesus when the Lord called to him

One of the most important aspects of Matthew’s calling is what 

Jesus said afterward. Jesus called out to Matthew, “Follow me,” 

and Matthew immediately left his work station to follow Jesus. 

The next event Matthew recorded was Jesus having a meal at 

his house.

Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the 

house, that behold, many tax collectors and sinners came 

and sat down with Him and His disciples. And when the 

Pharisees saw  it, they said to His disciples, ‘Why does 

your Teacher eat with  tax collectors and  sinners?’ When 

Jesus heard  that, He said to them,  ‘Those who are well 

have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. But 

go and learn what  this  means:  ‘I desire mercy and not 

sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the righteous,  but 

sinners, to repentance. Matthew 9:10-13
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Here’s how Mark and Luke recorded the same event:

Now it happened, as He was dining in Levi’s house, that 

many tax collectors and sinners also sat together with 

Jesus and His disciples; for there were many, and they 

followed Him.  And when the scribes  and Pharisees saw 

Him eating with the tax collectors and sinners, they said to 

His disciples, ‘How  is it  that He eats and drinks with tax 

collectors and sinners?’ When Jesus heard  it, He said to 

them,  ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, 

but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, 

but sinners, to repentance.” Mark 2:15-17

Then Levi gave Him a great feast in his own house. 

And there were a great number of tax collectors and others 

who sat down with them.  And their scribes and the 

Pharisees complained against His disciples, saying,  ‘Why 

do You eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?’ 

Jesus answered and said to them,  ‘Those who are well 

have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  I 
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have not come to call  the  righteous, but sinners, to 

repentance. Luke 5:29-32

Luke wrote that Matthew (Levi) gave Jesus a “great feast” in his 

house and invited tax collectors and many others. Interestingly, 

Matthew and Mark’s accounts call those others “sinners.” The 

Greek word is hamartōloi and and was used to describe 

someone as “sinful, depraved, detestable.” That’s how the 

scribes and Pharisees viewed the people Jesus was eating with 

at Matthew’s house.

All of the accounts include these famous words of Jesus – 

“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 

who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, 

too repentance.” Interestingly, Matthew added a sentence 

between the other two – “But go and learn what this means: ‘I 

desire mercy and not sacrifice.”
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Jesus used what was a common rebuke of the time – “But go 

and learn what this means.” It demonstrates something of what 

Jesus thought about the comment made by the scribes and 

Pharisees. They wanted to know why Jesus ate with tax 

collectors and sinners. Jesus pointed them to Hosea 6:6, which 

is in the context of the prophet’s call to national repentance. 

Hosea also included an interesting reference to being raised up 

on the third day to live in God’s sight:

Come,  and let us return to the  Lord; For  He has torn, 

but He will heal us; He has stricken, but He will bind us up. 

After two days He will revive us; On the third day He will 

raise us up, That we may live in His sight. Let us know, Let 

us pursue the knowledge of the  Lord. His going forth is 

established  as the morning; He will come to us  like the 

rain, Like the latter  and  former rain to the earth. O 

Ephraim, what shall I do to you? O Judah, what shall I do 

to you? For your faithfulness is like a morning cloud, And 

like the early dew it goes away. Therefore I have 

hewn them by the prophets, I have slain them by the words 

of My mouth; And your judgments are like  light  that goes 



And Jesus Said  of 124 132

forth. For I desire  mercy and  not sacrifice, And 

the  knowledge of God more than burnt offerings. Hosea 

6:1-6

The scribes and Pharisees most likely knew the Hosea 

reference and understood that Jesus was rebuking them about 

their attitude toward “sinners.” Jesus made it clear that the 

reason He had come (from Heaven to earth) was to call sinners 

“to repentance.” Jesus included another rebuke of the religious 

leaders when He said “I have not come to call the righteous …” 

The scribes and Pharisees saw themselves as “righteous” and 

most other Jews as “unrighteous.” Jesus’ words were a rebuke 

to the religious leaders. We will see many more such rebukes 

later in this series when we look at Jesus’ sayings to the 

religious leaders of Israel.
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Thomas the Twin

Matthew is usually paired with Thomas in lists of apostles (e.g. 

Luke 6:15). We don’t have a record of Jesus calling Thomas to 

follow Him, but Thomas became one of the twelve apostles. 

Thomas was called “the Twin” (e.g. John 11:16; 20:24) which is 

Didumos in Greek. That’s interesting because the name 

Thomas also means “twin” in Aramaic and Hebrew. It may be 

that John included the Greek name because his Gospel 

account was directed to the entire world which spoke Greek as 

a primary language at the end of the first century AD. Another 

theory is that Thomas was “double-minded” (twin-minded) in his 

doubt of the resurrection of Jesus (John 20:24-29).



And Jesus Said  of 126 132

James, Son of Alphaeus

James the son of Alphaeus is sometimes paired with Simon the 

Zealot and sometimes with Thaddaeus in lists of the apostles. 

We don’t have a record of when Jesus called James, son of 

Alphaeus, to be one of His disciples.

There are many theories about the identity of this James:

One is that he is the brother of Matthew since Matthew is also 

identified as being the son of Alphaeus. It’s possible there were 

two or more men named Alphaeus whose sons were apostles, 

but if James and Matthew were brothers that might explain how 

James came to know Jesus.

Another theory is that James and Matthew were not brothers, 

but had both been tax collectors and happened to have fathers 

with the same name. This James is not called a tax collector or 

publican, so that’s not a strong theory.
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Another theory is that this James was James the Less (mikros – 

small, little) mentioned in Mark 15:40. A woman identified as 

“Mary the mother of James the Less and of Joses, and Salome” 

is mentioned as being one of the women standing near the 

cross when Jesus was crucified. She is further identified as one 

“who also followed Him and ministered to Him when He was in 

Galilee” (Mark 15:41). John 19:25 identifies three or four women 

at the cross as Mary the mother of Jesus, her sister, a woman 

named Mary and identified as Mary the wife of Clopas, and 

Mary Magdalene. Depending on how you read the Greek text of 

John 19:25, it may be that Mary the wife of Clopas is the same 

person as the sister of Mary the mother of Jesus. However, it is 

questionable that two sisters would have the same first name. 

While some people think Clopas was another name for 

Alphaeus, that is somewhat doubtful based on the spelling of 

their names (Alphaios vs. Klópas) There are also some scholars 

who think James the Less helped lead the Jerusalem church 

and wrote the Letter of James, though that does not have much 

scholarly support.
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Another theory is that this James was the half-brother of Jesus 

who would later help lead the Jerusalem church and write the 

book of James. This is not a strong theory because John 7:5 

says that “even His brothers did not believe in Him.” Matthew 

13:55 identifies the brothers of Jesus as “James, Joses, Simon, 

and Judas.” In the same context (verse 57), Jesus said – “A 

prophet is not without honor except in his own country and in 

his own house” – which would seem to point to members of His 

own household did not honor Him in what He was doing in 

ministry. They even thought Jesus was out of His mind (Mark 

3:21). Luke 8:19 says that Jesus’ mother and brothers tried to 

see Him, but were not able to get to Him because of the crowd. 

When Jesus was told that His mother and brothers were trying 

to see Him, Jesus said – “My mother and My brothers are these 

who hear the word of God and do it.” We also see in 1 

Corinthians 15 that Jesus showed Himself to the apostles and 

hundreds of other people at the same time after His 

resurrection, then “After that He was seen by James” (1 

Corinthians 15:7). It’s doubtful that James the Less was the 

half-brother of Jesus.
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Simon the Zealot

Simon was called “the Zealot” in Luke 6:15 and Simon “the 

Cananite” in Matthew 10:4. Again, we have no record of when 

Jesus called him as a disciple. We also know very little about 

him. Simon may have been a member of the Jewish Zealot 

Party which was a group of people who strongly defended the 

Law and were zealous to overthrow foreign control of Israel. If 

that’s true, it would have been interesting to see how Jesus 

brought Matthew the tax collector and Simon the Zealot 

together in a bond of loving discipleship. The Greek word 

Kananaios in Luke can be translated Cananaean, but it is also 

Aramaic for Zealot. The word Matthew used is zélótés, which 

transliterates as zealot.
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Thaddaeus

Thaddaeus is one of the last disciples mentioned in lists of 

apostles. He was also called Lebbaeus – “Lebbaeus, whose 

surname was Thaddaeus” (Matthew 10:3). Luke 6:16 calls him 

“Judas  the son of James.” We have no record of when Jesus 

called Thaddaeus to become a disciple.

Judas Iscariot

The last apostle named in all of the lists of apostles is Judas 

Iscariot. He is always identified as the “betrayer” of Jesus.

• Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him. Matthew 10:4

• Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him. Mark 3:19

• Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor. Luke 6:16

We have these words of Jesus in John’s Gospel concerning 

Judas Iscariot that identifies him as the “son of Simon.” Jesus 

also identified Judas as “a devil.”
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Jesus answered them,  ‘Did I not choose you, the 

twelve,  and one of you is a devil?’ He spoke of  Judas 

Iscariot, the son of Simon, for it was he who would betray 

Him, being one of the twelve. John 6:70-71

We don’t have a record of when Jesus called Judas to become 

a disciple.
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Next eBook

Now that we’ve met the Twelve, we will look next at some of the 

major points Jesus shared only with them in the next part of our 

special series, And Jesus Said.
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