
Convince Me There’s A God Part Three New Testament 3  of 1 97

Part Three New Testament 3

By  

Mark McGee



Convince Me There’s A God Part Three New Testament 3  of 2 97



Convince Me There’s A God Part Three New Testament 3  of 3 97

Introduction

I’m answering a question often asked of me by atheists – 

What would move a strong  atheist  to become a 
strong theist? 

In my case the answer was evidence  for theism, specifically 
for Christian theism.

We started sharing the evidence that can lead an atheist to 
theism and Christianity several years ago (click here to 
read the first article in this series). We’ve most recently been 
looking at evidence for the reliability of the New Testament 
writings.

https://faithandselfdefense.com/2012/10/06/convince-me-theres-a-god/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/2012/10/06/convince-me-theres-a-god/
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So far we’ve looked at –

• The Gospel Accounts

• Paul’s Writings

• James’ Writing

• Peter’s Writings

• John’s Writings (1 John)

• John’s Writings (2 and 3 John)

• John’s Authorship of Revelation (Internal Evidence)

• John’s Authorship of Revelation (External Evidence)

We move now to the evidence for Jude being the author of 
the Letter of Jude.

[Just a reminder that we’re only revealing the evidence 
available for investigation in early 1971. A future series will 
look at evidence that has been discovered since that time.]

https://faithandselfdefense.com/2018/08/31/convince-me-theres-a-god-the-new-testament-part-5/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/2019/01/11/convince-me-theres-a-god-the-new-testament-part-7/
http://faithandselfdefense.com/2019/05/03/convince-me-theres-a-god-the-new-testament-part-8/
http://faithandselfdefense.com/2019/07/26/convince-me-theres-a-god-the-new-testament-part-9/
http://faithandselfdefense.com/2019/11/01/convince-me-theres-a-god-the-new-testament-part-10/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/2020/02/14/convince-me-theres-a-god-the-new-testament-part-11/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/2020/06/05/convince-me-theres-a-god-the-new-testament-part-12/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/2020/11/25/convince-me-theres-a-god-the-new-testament-part-13/
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Investigative Process

Here is a basic investigative process for determining ancient 
authorship:

• Internal evidence – what we find in the letter itself .. claim 
of authorship, historical information, geographical 
information, biographical information.

• Language and style – comparing writing style of other 
letters believed to have been written by same author 
(e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure, grammar, idioms).

• Content – comparing the content with other letters 
believed to have been written by same author (e.g. 
theology, historical data).

• External evidence – ancient writers supporting claim of 
authorship, ancient writers quoting from writings in 
question.
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Jude

Internal Evidence

The beginning of the Letter of Jude identifies the author as 
“Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James.” 
Several men in the New Testament were named Jude or 
Judas, so knowing that the person was the brother of James 
is helpful in determining which person may have authored the 
letter.

The author does not claim to be an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
which he most likely would have done if he held that position. 
Instead, he let the reader know he was the brother of James. 
That would seem to limit the author to the Jude (Judas) we 
read about in Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3. It’s interesting that 
the author used the name Jude rather than Judas in his 
greeting. That may have been so people would not confuse 
the letter as being from someone other than the brother of 
James (e.g. Judas son of James, Judas Barsabas). It’s also 
interesting to note that James, the half-brother of Jesus who 
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wrote the Letter of James, also did not refer to himself as an 
apostle (James 1:1).

The New Testament does not mention when Jude became a 
believer in Jesus. John 7:5 reminds us that “even His brothers 
did not believe in Him.” Paul wrote that Jesus appeared to his 
half-brother James after His resurrection (1 Corinthians 15), 
but not that He appeared to His other half-brothers. It is most 
likely that Jesus did appear to all members of His earthly 
family after the resurrection. That may have occurred when 
He appeared to hundreds of followers in Galilee post-
resurrection (e.g. Matthew 28:10, 16; 1 Corinthians 15:6). We 
know Jesus’ mother and brothers were meeting with the 
apostles in the upper room prior to Pentecost (Acts 1:14). It’s 
interesting to note that none of Jesus’ half-brothers, including 
Jude and James, were put forward as apostolic replacements 
for Judas Iscariot. That’s because they did not fulfill the 
criteria for becoming an apostle (Acts 1:21-26).
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Jude wrote to “those who are called, sanctified by God the 
Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ.” However, he did not 
mention where the letter’s recipients lived. Some scholars 
believe Jude wrote to Jewish believers based on his quotation 
from 1 Enoch and allusion to The Assumption of Moses. 
Because of some similarities between Jude and 2 Peter, 
some scholars believe Jude may have borrowed from Peter or 
Peter from Jude. Jude did not mention the destruction of 
Jerusalem, which was his home base, so the letter was 
probably written before 70 AD. It would seem more likely that 
Jude would have written his letter after Peter wrote his. One 
clue is something Jude mentioned in his letter. Notice how 
Jude referred to words spoken before by the apostles of 
Jesus, then wrote something very similar to what Peter wrote 
in his second letter –

“But you, beloved, remember the words which were 
spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: how they told you that there would be mockers in 
the last time who would walk according to their own 
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ungodly lusts.  These are  sensual persons, who cause 
divisions, not having the Spirit.” JUDE 1:17-19

“But there were also false prophets among the people, 
even as there will be false teachers among you, who will 
secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the 
Lord who bought them,  and  bring on themselves swift 
destruction. And many will follow their destructive ways, 
because o f whom the way o f t ru th w i l l be 
blasphemed. By covetousness they will exploit you with 
deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not 
been idle, and their destruction  does not slumber.” 2 
PETER 2:1-3

Jude and Peter, in his second letter, spent a great deal of time 
addressing the problem of false teachers. Both men also 
addressed the angels who had sinned, God’s destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah and people who despised and rejected 
authority –
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“And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, 
but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness for the judgment of the great 
day;  as  Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around 
them in a similar manner to these, having given 
themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after 
strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering 
the  vengeance of eternal fire. Likewise also these 
dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil 
of dignitaries.” JUDE 1:6-8

“For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but 
cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of 
darkness, to be reserved for judgment; and did not spare 
the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a 
preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the 
world of the ungodly; and turning the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah into ashes, condemned  them  to destruction, 
making  them an example to those who afterward would 
live ungodly;  and  delivered righteous Lot,  who 
was  oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked  (for 
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t h a t r i g h t e o u s m a n , d w e l l i n g a m o n g 
them,  tormented  his  righteous soul from day to day by 
seeing and hearing their  lawless deeds)— then the Lord 
knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to 
reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of 
judgment,  and especially  those who walk according to 
the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise 
authority.  They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are 
not afraid to speak evil of  dignitaries, whereas  angels, 
who are greater in power and might, do not bring a 
reviling accusation against them before the Lord.” 2 
PETER 2:4-11

They both referred to the false teachers as being like “brute 
beasts” and “spots” at church love feasts –

“But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and 
whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these 
things they corrupt themselves … These are  spots in 
your love feasts, while they feast with you without fear, 
serving only themselves.” JUDE 1:10, 12A
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“But these,  like natural brute beasts made to be caught 
and destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not 
understand, and will utterly perish in their own corruption, 
and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as  those 
who count it pleasure  to  carouse in the daytime.  They 
are  spots and blemishes,  carousing in their own 
deceptions while they feast with you.” 2 PETER 2:12-13

Jude and Peter referred to the false brethren as appearing to 
bring life-giving water, when in fact they were empty vessels –

“They are  clouds without water, carried  about by the 
winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled 
up by the roots;  raging waves of the sea,  foaming up 
their own shame; wandering stars  for whom is reserved 
the blackness of darkness forever.” JUDGE 1:12B-13

“These are wells without water,  clouds carried by a 
tempest, for whom is reserved the blackness of 
darkness forever.” 2 PETER 2:17
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Two more examples of the similarity between Jude and 2 
Peter are –

“These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to 
t h e i r o w n l u s t s ; a n d t h e y  m o u t h g r e a t 
swelling  words,  flattering people to gain advantage.” 
JUDE 1:16

“For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, 
they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through 
lewdness, the ones who  have actually escaped from 
those who live in error. While they promise them liberty, 
they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a 
person is overcome, by him also he is brought into 
bondage.” 2 PETER 2:18-19

“But you, beloved, remember the words which were 
spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: how they told you that there would be mockers in 
the last time who would walk according to their own 
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ungodly lusts. These are  sensual persons, who cause 
divisions, not having the Spirit.” JUDE 1:17-19

Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of 
which I stir up your pure minds by way of reminder), that 
you may be mindful of the words  which were spoken 
before by the holy prophets,  and of the commandment 
of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior, knowing this 
first: that scoffers will come in the last days,  walking 
according to their own lusts.” 2 PETER 3:1-3

It is possible that the men wrote independently of each other, 
given that Scripture is inspired by God (2 Timothy 3:16). God 
may have inspired Jude to present similar content to a 
different audience or to support what Peter had written.
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External Evidence

Several early Church Fathers may have referenced the Letter 
of Jude in their writings (e.g. Clement of Rome, Tertullian, 
Clement of Alexandria, Origen). The Letter of Jude was 
included as authentic in the Muratorian Canon (latter part of 
the 2nd century AD). Athanasius accepted Jude, as did the 
Council of Carthage (4th century AD). Church historian 
Eusebius (3rd and 4th centuries) listed Jude among some of 
the ‘questioned’ books of the New Testament, but did write 
that many considered Jude to be authentic.

Atheist Conclusion

I had my doubts about the authenticity of Jude during my 
investigation of the New Testament because some of the early 
leaders of Christianity had their doubts. I now believe Jude 
was authentic, but we’re looking at my conclusions as an 
atheist before I became a Christian.
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Book of Acts

We move now to the evidence for Luke’s authorship of the 
Book of Acts.

“The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that 
Jesus began both to do and teach, until the day in which 
He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had 
given commandments to the apostles whom He had 
chosen, to whom He also presented Himself alive after 
His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by 
them during forty days and speaking of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God.” ACTS 1:1-3

Internal Evidence

The author of Acts wrote about a “former account” (πρῶτον 
λόγον – first message, discourse) that he made to a man 
named ‘Theophilus’ ((Θεόφιλος – friend of God). That 
connects internally to the Gospel of Luke –
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“Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a 
narrative of those things which have been fulfilled among 
us, just as those who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to 
us, it seemed good to me also, having had perfect 
understanding of all things from the very first, to write to 
you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, that 
you may know the certainty of those things in which you 
were instructed.” LUKE 1:1-4

It appears that the person who authored the Gospel of Luke 
also authored the Book of Acts. Luke and Acts are both 
lengthy writings and may account for why the author wrote 
them as separate documents. The maximum length of an 
ancient Greek literary scroll was about 35 feet, so writers 
would often separate lengthy works into two or more scrolls – 
like volumes of the same work. That may be why the Gospel 
of Luke and Acts are presented as two volumes of writing to 
the same individual.
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The author of the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts did not 
identify himself. However, the Apostle Paul mentioned a 
physician named Luke in his letter to the Colossians (4:14). 
Paul called Luke a ‘fellow laborer’ in his letter to Philemon 
(1:24). We know internally that Luke was connected to the 
Apostle Paul, but is there any other internal evidence that 
Luke was the author of the Gospel of Luke and Acts?

The author of both letters stated the purpose was to present 
evidence about the life and ministry of Jesus Christ to a man 
named Theophilus. Both letters were written in refined Koine 
Greek. The author wrote in the Gospel of Luke that his 
purpose was to write a ‘narrative’ (διήγησιν – full account) of 
“those things which have been fulfilled among us.” He wrote 
that the Gospel narrative would be ‘orderly’ (καθεξῆς – 
orderly sequence, successfully). The author of Acts wrote that 
Jesus  presented Himself alive after His suffering by ‘many 
infallible proofs’ (πολύς τεκμήριον – many certain signs, 
many irrefutable proofs).
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From the brief introduction in both writings, we find that the 
author’s intention was the same – to present strong evidence 
for the truth claims concerning Jesus Christ’s life, ministry, 
death and resurrection. This presentation of evidence 
followed what the author described as an ‘orderly sequence’ 
of events. That may have demonstrated the way a physician, 
like Luke, would have considered information – presenting 
evidence in an orderly way.

The author described an investigative process of being certain 
about the evidence:

Gospel of Luke – ” just as those who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us”
Acts – “after He through the Holy Spirit had given 
commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, to 
whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by 
many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days 
and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.”
The author of Luke interviewed eyewitnesses of what 
happened in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. The author 
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of Acts also interviewed eyewitnesses of what happened in 
the early days, weeks, months and years of the Church that 
Jesus was building.

Comparing Acts to Apostolic Letters

Another internal evidence is comparing the events in Acts to 
those written by other writers in the apostolic letters. Acts is 
primarily chronological. It begins with the last words of Jesus 
to His apostles and His ascension to Heaven and ends with 
the Apostle Paul under house arrest in Rome. That covers a 
period of almost 30 years (33 – 60AD).

The early chapters of Acts focus on the life and ministry of 
Peter, James, John and other apostles and those who heard 
their message and trusted in Jesus Christ for salvation – 
primarily in Jerusalem and Judea. Though the letters of Peter, 
John and James did not detail their ministry travels, they did 
share their teaching. It is that teaching that can be compared 
to what Acts details as the apostles’ teaching in the early 
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years of the Church. That comparison finds Acts in line with 
the teaching of the apostles in their letters.

Here are some examples for the Apostle Peter –

Acts and 1 Peter

“And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is 
the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey 
Him.” Acts 5:32

“To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to 
us they were ministering the things which now have been 
reported to you through those who have preached the 
gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—
things which angels desire to look into.” 1 Peter 1:12

“Then Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘In truth I 
perceive that God shows no partiality.” Acts 10:34
“And if you call on the Father, who without partiality 
judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves 
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throughout the time of your [a]stay here in fear.” 1 Peter 
1:17

“This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, 
which has become the chief cornerstone.” Acts 4:11

“Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to 
those who are disobedient, ‘The stone which the builders 
rejected Has become the chief cornerstone.” 1 Peter 2:7

The author of Acts spent the majority of his writing on the life 
and ministry of the Apostle Paul. Paul often mentioned details 
of his missionary travels in his letters, so we can compare 
what he wrote with what the author of Acts wrote about Paul’s 
missionary travels. That comparison finds Acts in line with the 
details in Paul’s letters.
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Here are some examples for the Apostle Paul –

Acts and Paul’s Letters

• Acts 9, 22 and 26 claim that Paul was a Jew from Tarsus 
who persecuted the Church and was saved near 
Damascus through the personal intervention of Jesus 
Christ. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15 and Galatians 1 
that he persecuted “the church of God.” He wrote in 
Philippians 3 that he persecuted “the church.”

• Acts 7 claims that Paul (Saul) was present at the stoning 
of Stephen, which led to Paul’s persecution of followers 
of Christ (Acts 8). Thought Paul didn’t mention Stephen 
by name in his letters, he did write about persecuting 
followers of Christ (see above).

• Acts 9, 23 and 26 claimed that Paul saw a vision of the 
Lord as a bright light and heard his voice. Paul wrote in

• Acts claims that disciples let Paul down a wall in 
Damascus to escape those who plotted his death. Paul 
wrote in 2 Corinthians 11 that he was let down in a 
basket to escape arrest in Damascus.
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• Acts referred to Paul as an apostle in Acts 14. Paul 
referred to himself as an apostle in most of his letters.

• Acts referred to Paul as being a pharisee in Acts 23. Paul 
referred to himself as a former pharisee in Philippians 3.

• Acts included information about Paul going first to Jews, 
then turning to Gentiles in cities he visited. Paul listed 
that order of Jew first, then Gentile, in Romans 1, 1 
Corinthians 1 and 12, and Galatians 3.

• Acts mentions several people who partnered with Paul 
for his missionary journeys, including Barnabas, Silas, 
John Mark, Silas (Silvanus) and Timothy (Acts 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20). Paul mentioned Barnabas in 1 
Corinthians 9, Galatians 2, and Colossians 4. He 
mentioned John Mark in Colossians 4, 2 Timothy 4 and 
Philemon 1. Paul mentioned Silas (Silvanus) in 2 
Corinthians 1, 1 Thessalonians 1, and 2 Thessalonians 
1. He mentioned Timothy in Romans 16, 1 Corinthians 4 
and 16, 2 Corinthians 1, Philippians 1 and 2, Colossians 
1, 1 Thessalonians 1 and 3, 2 Thessalonians 1, 1 
Timothy 1 and 6, 2 Timothy 1, and Philemon 1. Timothy 
is also mentioned in Hebrews 13.
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• Acts claims Paul journeyed to many countries, regions, 
cities and towns to preach the Gospel including Antioch 
(Acts 11, 13, 14, 15, 18), Athens (Acts 17 and 18), 
Cilicia (Acts 15, 21, 22, 23, 27), Corinth (Acts 18, 19), 
Crete (Acts 27),  Ephesus (Acts 18, 19, 20), Galatia 
(Acts 16, 18), Jerusalem (Acts 9, 12, 15, 21), 
Macedonia (Acts 16, 19, 20), Miletus (Acts 20), Philippi 
(Acts 16, 20), Rome (Acts 18, 19, 28), Syria (Acts 15, 
18, 20, 21), Thessalonica (Acts 17), Troas (Acts 16, 20). 
Paul mentioned his trips to various cities and towns in his 
letters including Antioch (Galatians 2, 2 Timothy 3), 
Athens (1 Thessalonians 3), Cilicia (Galatians 
1),  Corinth (1 Corinthians 1, 2 Corinthians 1, 6, 7, 2 
Timothy 4), Crete (Titus 1), Ephesus (1 Corinthians 15, 
16, Ephesians 1, 1 Timothy 1, 2 Timothy 1, 4), Galatia (1 
Corinthians 16, Galatians 1, 3, 2 Timothy 4), Jerusalem 
(Romans 15, 1 Corinthians 16, Galatians 1, 2, 4), 
Macedonia (Romans 15, 1 Corinthians 16, 2 Corinthians 
1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 11, Philippians 4, 1 Thessalonians 1, 4, 1 
Timothy 1), Miletus (2 Timothy 4), Philippi (Philippians 
1, 4, 1 Thessalonians 2), Rome (Romans 1, 2 Timothy 



Convince Me There’s A God Part Three New Testament 3  of 27 97

1), Syria (Galatians 1), Thessalonica (Philippians 4, 2 
Timothy 4), and Troas (2 Corinthians 2, 2 Timothy 4).

The author of Acts began referring to ‘we’ and ‘us’ in Acts 16 –

“Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the 
region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit 
to preach the word in Asia. After they had come to Mysia, 
they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit 
them. So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 
And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of 
Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, ‘Come 
over to Macedonia and help us.’ Now after he had seen 
the vision, immediately we sought to go to Macedonia, 
concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the 
gospel to them.” ACTS 16:6-10

The author of Acts used the ‘we’ and ‘us’ references in several 
sections of Acts. It may be that he used them as a testimony 
to his personal relationship with Paul and being an eyewitness 
to what God did through Paul’s preaching.
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Here are several examples:

• “Now it happened, as we went to prayer …” (Acts 16:16)

• “This girl followed Paul and us …” (Acts 16:17)

• “These men, going ahead, waited for us at Troas. But we 
sailed away from Philippi .. where we stayed seven 
days.” (Acts 20:5-6)

• “Now it came to pass, that when we had departed .. 
finding a ship sailing over to Phoenicia, we went aboard 
and set sail. When we had sighted Cyprus, we passed it 
on the left .. finding disciples, we stayed there seven 
days .. when we had come to the end of those days, we 
departed .. we knelt down on the shore and prayed. 
When we had taken our leave of one another, we 
boarded the ship .. when we had finished our voyage 
from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais .. we who were Paul’s 
companions departed and came to Caesarea .. we 
stayed many days .. when we heard these things, both 
we and those from that place pleaded with him not to go 
up to Jerusalem .. we ceased, saying .. we packed and 
went up to Jerusalem. Also some of the disciples from 
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Caesarea went with us .. And when we had come to 
Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly …” (Acts 
21:1-19)

• “And when it was decided that we should sail to Italy .. 
we put to sea .. we landed at Sidon .. When we put to 
sea from there, we sailed under the shelter of Cyrus .. 
And when we had sailed over the sea .. we came to 
Myra, a city of Lycia .. he put us on board .. When we 
had sailed slowly man days .. we sailed under the shelter 
of Crete .. we came to a place called Fair Havens .. when 
the ship was caught, and could not head into the wind, 
we let her drive .. we secured the skiff with difficulty .. 
because we were exceedingly tempest-tossed .. we 
threw the ship’s tackle overboard with our own hands .. 
no small tempest beat on us, all hope that we would be 
saved was finally given up .. fearing lest we should run 
aground .. (Acts 27:1-38)

• “And the natives showed us unusual kindness; for they 
kindled a fire and made us all welcome .. They also 
honored us in many ways; and when we departed, they 
provided such things as were necessary .. After three 
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months we sailed in an Alexandrian ship .. And landing at 
Syracuse, we stayed three days. From there we circled 
round and reached Rhegium. And after one day the 
south wind blew; and the next day we came to Puteoli, 
where we found brethren .. And so we went toward 
Rome. And from there, when the brethren heard about 
us, they came to meet us .. when we came to Rome …” 
(Acts 28:1-16)

External Evidence

As we have seen in this series and others published in Faith 
and Self Defense, some of the earliest external evidence 
comes from the Apostolic Fathers. Those were men who 
knew some of the apostles of Christ personally and were early 
leaders in the Church. Those include Clement of Rome, 
Ignatius of Antioch, Polycarp of Smyrna, and Papias of 
Hierapolis. Their writings spanned the latter part of the 1st 
century AD into the early part of the 2nd century AD. We learn 
much about the beliefs and practices of early Christians 
during those early years.

https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-jesus-christ/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-jesus-christ/
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First Clement

Clement was a first century bishop of Rome who knew the 
Apostles Paul personally and may have also known Peter and 
other apostles as well. He wrote a letter to the church in 
Corinth toward the end of the first century to address some 
concerns. Clement quoted from almost half of the writings in 
the New Testament in that letter, which demonstrates that 
those writings were both available to the early Church and 
carried Apostolic authority when quoted.

Clement quoted from portions of Luke’s Gospel (in chapters 6, 
8 and 17) and may have also quoted from Acts –

I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that 
you must support the weak. And remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’ ACTS 20:35

And ye were all lowly in mind and free from arrogance, 
yielding rather than claiming submission, more glad to give 
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than to receive, and content with the provisions which God 
supplieth. And giving heed unto His words, ye laid them up 
diligently in your hearts, and His sufferings were before 
your eyes. 1 CLEMENT 2:1, TRANSLATED BY J.B. 
LIGHTFOOT

Ignatius to the Magnesians

Ignatius was a first century and early second century bishop 
of Antioch, Syria, who knew the Apostle John. Ignatius lived a 
long life and wrote several famous letters on his way to 
martyrdom in Rome.

• To Polycarp

• To the Smyraeans

• To the Philadelphians

• To the Romans

• To the Trallians

• To the Magnesians

• To the Ephesians
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Ignatius quoted from several writings in the New Testament 
including Acts –

… to take part in this ministry and apostleship from which 
Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own 
place.
ACTS 1:25

Seeing them that all things have an end, and these two — 
life and death — are set before us together, and each man 
shall go _to his own place. MAGNESIANS 5:1, 
TRANSLATED BY J.B. LIGHTFOOT

Polycarp To the Philippians

Polycarp was born about 69 AD and served as bishop of 
Smyrna until his death in 155 AD. Polycarp was a disciple of 
the Apostle John, who may have ordained him to be the 
bishop. We are left with only one letter from Polycarp, his 
Letter to the Philippians. He quoted from about 17 of the 
apostles’ writings in the letter, including from Acts.
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… whom God raised up, having  loosed the pains of death, 
because it was not possible that He should be held by it. 
ACTS 2:24

… and that the steadfast root of your faith which was famed 
from primitive times abideth until now and beareth fruit unto 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who endured to face even death for 
our sins,  whom God raised, having loosed the pangs of 
Hades. POLYCARP 1:2, TRANSLATED BY J.B. 
LIGHTFOOT

And  He commanded us to preach to the people, and to 
testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of 
the living and the dead. ACTS 10:42

Wherefore gird up your loins and serve God in fear  and 
truth, forsaking the vain and empty talking and the error of 
the many, for that ye have believed on Him that raised our 
Lord Jesus Christ from the dead and gave unto him 
glory and a throne on His right hand; unto whom all things 
were made subject that are in heaven and that are on the 
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earth; to whom every creature that hath breath doeth 
service; who cometh as  judge of quick and dead; whose 
blood God will require of them that are disobedient unto 
Him. POLYCARP 2:1, TRANSLATED BY J.B. LIGHTFOOT

Papias Fragments

Papias was born about 60 AD and died about 130 AD. He was 
a bishop of Hierapolis and may have been a disciple of the 
Apostle John and friend of Polycarp. Papias wrote The 
Exposition of the Oracles of the Lord in five books, but only 
fragments of what he wrote in those books are available for us 
to study. Those fragments come to us from the writings of 
Irenaeus (a second century bishop of Smyrna who served 
with Polycarp) and Church historian Eusebius (early 4th 
century bishop of Caesarea Maritima).
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The fragments we have show that Papias was familiar with 
several Apostolic writings (e.g. Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 
1st John) and had also spoken with people who had learned 
from the apostles (e.g. Peter, Andrew). It’s also possible he 
was a personal learner of John.

As for the Book of Acts, one fragment mentions Justus 
Barsabas (mentioned in Acts 1:23 and 15:22). Another gives 
an account of the death of Judas Iscariot which may have 
been for the purpose of reconciling the story in Matthew’s 
Gospel with the account in the Book of Acts.
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Other Early Church Fathers

We can also look to other early Church Fathers to see what 
New Testament writings they used as authoritative. Here are 
some examples.

Irenaeus

Irenaeus was a second century bishop of Lyons (city in 
ancient Gaul) who had sat under the teaching ministry of 
Polycarp of Smyrna. Irenaeus grew up in or near Smyrna and 
later traveled to Lyons when Polycarp sent Pothinus to 
evangelize the area and establish local churches. Irenaeus 
became bishop of Lyons upon the martyrdom of Pothinus.

We have some of the writings of Irenaeus to read today. They 
are known as Against Heresies (On the Detection and 
Overthrow of the So-Called Gnosis) and are available in five 
books. We also have an Armenian translation of The 
Demonstration of the Apostolic Teaching. Irenaeus quoted 
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from most of the Apostolic writings in his writings, including 
the Book of Acts. Here are two examples.

But there was a certain man called Simon, who 
previously  practiced  sorcery in the city and  astonished 
the  people of Samaria, claiming that he was someone 
great,  to whom they all gave heed, from the least to the 
greatest, saying, ‘This man is the great power of God.’ And 
they heeded him because he had astonished them with 
his sorceries for a long time. But when they believed Philip 
as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God 
and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were 
baptized. Then Simon himself also believed; and when he 
was baptized he continued with Philip, and was amazed, 
seeing the miracles and signs which were done … And 
when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’ 
hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them 
money,  saying, ‘Give me this power also, that anyone on 
whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit.’ But Peter 
said to him, ‘Your money perish with you, because  you 
thought that  the gift of God could be purchased with 
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money! You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for 
your heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore 
of this your wickedness, and pray God  if perhaps the 
thought of your heart may be forgiven you. For I see that 
you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity.’ Then 
Simon answered and said,  ‘Pray to the Lord for me, that 
none of the things which you have spoken may come upon 
me. ACTS 8:9-13, 18-24

Simon the Samaritan was that magician of whom Luke, the 
disciple and follower of the apostles, says, ‘But there was a 
certain man, Simon by name, who beforetime used magical 
arts in that city, and led astray the people of Samaria, 
declaring that he himself was some great one, to whom 
they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, 
This is the power of God, which is called great. And to him 
they had regard, because that of long time he had driven 
them mad by his sorceries.’ This Simon, then-who feigned 
faith, supposing that the apostles themselves performed 
their cures by the art of magic, and not by the power of 
God; and with respect to their filling with the Holy Ghost, 
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through the imposition of hands, those that believed in God 
through Him who was preached by them, namely, Christ 
Jesus-suspecting that even this was done through a kind of 
greater knowledge of magic, and offering money to the 
apostles, thought he, too, might receive this power of 
bestowing the Holy Spirit on whomsoever he would,-was 
addressed in these words by Peter: ‘Thy money perish with 
thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God can be 
purchased with money: thou hast neither part nor lot in this 
matter, for thy heart is not fight in the sight of God; for I 
perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the 
bond of iniquity.’ He, then, not putting faith in God a whit the 
more, set himself eagerly to contend against the apostles, 
in order that he himself might seem to be a wonderful 
being, and applied himself with still greater zeal to the study 
of the whole magic art, that he might the better bewilder 
and overpower multitudes of men. Such was his procedure 
in the reign of Claudius Caesar, by whom also he is said to 
have been honoured with a statue, on account of his 
magical power. This man, then, was glorified by many as if 
he were a god; and he taught that it was himself who 
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appeared among the Jews as the Son, but descended in 
Samaria as the Father while he came to other nations in the 
character of the Holy Spirit. He represented himself, in a 
word, as being the loftiest of all powers, that is, the Being 
who is the Father over all, and he allowed himself to be 
called by whatsoever title men were pleased to address 
him. AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK I, CHAPTER 23.1

Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, ‘Arise and 
go toward the south along the road which goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.’ This is desert. So he arose and went. 
And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority 
under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had 
charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to 
worship, was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was 
reading Isaiah the prophet. Then the Spirit said to Philip, 
‘Go near and overtake this chariot.’ So Philip ran to him, 
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, ‘Do 
you understand what you are reading?’ And he said, ‘How 
can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he asked Philip to 
come up and sit with him. The place in the Scripture which 
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he read was this: ‘He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; 
And as a lamb before its shearer  is silent, So He opened 
not His mouth. In His humiliation His  justice was taken 
away, And who will declare His generation? For His life 
is taken from the earth.’ So the eunuch answered Philip and 
said, ‘I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of 
himself or of some other man?’ Then Philip opened his 
mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to 
him. Now as they went down the road, they came to some 
water. And the eunuch said, ‘See,  here is  water.  What 
hinders me from being baptized?’ Then Philip said,  ‘If you 
believe with all your heart, you may.’ And he answered and 
said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’ So he 
commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and 
the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized 
him. Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no 
more; and he went on his way rejoicing. ACTS 8:26-39
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But again: Whom did Philip preach to the eunuch of the 
queen of the Ethiopians, returning from Jerusalem, and 
reading Esaias the prophet, when he and this man were 
alone together? Was it not He of whom the prophet spoke: 
“He was led as a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb 
dumb before the shearer, so He opened not the month? “”
But who shall declare His nativity? for His life shall be taken 
away from the earth.” [Philip declared] that this was Jesus, 
and that the Scripture was fulfilled in Him; as did also the 
believing eunuch himself: and, immediately requesting to 
be baptized, he said, “I believe Jesus Christ to be the Son 
of God.” This man was also sent into the regions of 
Ethiopia, to preach what he had himself believed, that there 
was one God preached by the prophets, but that the Son of 
this [God] had already made [His] appearance in human 
nature (secundum hominem), and had been led as a sheep 
to the slaughter; and all the other statements which the 
prophets made regarding Him. AGAINST HERESIES, 
BOOK III, CHAPTER 12.8
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Clement of Alexandria

Clement of Alexandria was a philosopher and Christian 
theologian in the latter part of the 2nd century AD and early 
part of the 3rd century AD. He wrote several books and 
quoted from most of the Apostolic writings, including Acts. 
Here are two examples.

The next day, as they went on their journey and drew near 
the city, Peter went up on the housetop to pray, about  the 
sixth hour. Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; 
but while they made ready, he fell into a trance  and  saw 
heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound at 
the four corners, descending to him and let down to the 
earth. In it were all kinds of four-footed animals of the earth, 
wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air.  And a 
voice came to him, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ But Peter said, 
‘Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or 
unclean.’ And a voice  spoke  to him again the second 
time,  ‘What God has cleansed you must not call common.’ 
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This was done three times. And the object was taken up 
into heaven again. ACTS 10:9-16

Peter abstained from swine; ‘but a trance fell on him,’ as is 
written in the Acts of the Apostles, ‘and he saw heaven 
opened, and a vessel let down on the earth by the four 
corners, and all the four-looted beasts and creeping things 
of the earth and the fowls of heaven in it; and there came a 
voice to him, Rise, and slay, and eat. And Peter said, Not 
so, Lord, for I have never eaten what is common or 
unclean. And the voice came again to him the second time, 
What God hath cleansed, call not thou common.   THE 
INSTRUCTOR, BOOK II, CHAPTER 1

Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, 
‘Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very 
religious; for as I was passing through and considering the 
objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this 
inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.Therefore, the One 
whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to 
you: God, who made the world and everything in it, since 
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He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples 
made with hands. Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, 
as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, 
breath, and all things. And He has made from one  blood 
every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, 
and has determined their preappointed times and  the 
boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should seek the 
Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find 
Him,  though He is not far from each one of us;  for  in Him 
we live and move and have our being, as also some of your 
o w n p o e t s h a v e s a i d , ‘ F o r w e a r e a l s o H i s 
offspring.’Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we 
ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver 
or stone, something shaped by art and man’s 
devising. Truly,  these times of ignorance God overlooked, 
but now commands all men everywhere to repent, because 
He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in 
righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has 
given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead. 
ACTS 17:22-31



Convince Me There’s A God Part Three New Testament 3  of 47 97

Paul, in the Acts of the Apostles, is recorded to have said to 
the Areopagites, ‘I perceive that ye are more than ordinarily 
religious. For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I 
found an altar with the inscription, To The Unknown God. 
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, Him declare I unto 
you. God, that made the world and all things therein, seeing 
that He is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands; neither is worshipped with men’s hands, 
as though He needed anything, seeing He giveth to all life, 
and breath, and all things; and hath made of one blood all 
nations of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and 
hath determined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation; that they should seek God, if 
haply they might feel after Him, and find Him; though He be 
not far from every one of us: for in Him we live, and move, 
and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have 
said, For we also are His offspring. THE STROMATA, 
BOOK I, CHAPTER 19
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Tertullian of Carthage

Tertullian was a Christian author and church leader in the 
latter part of the 2nd century AD and first part of the 3rd 
century AD. He quoted from most of the Apostolic writings, 
including Acts. Here are two examples.

He then cursorily touches on his own conversion from a 
persecutor to an apostle–confirming thereby the Acts of the 
Apostles, in which book may be found the very subject of 
this epistle, how that certain persons interposed, and said 
that men ought to be circumcised, and that the law of 
Moses was to be observed; and how the apostles, when 
consulted, determined, by the authority of the Holy Ghost, 
that “a yoke should not be put upon men’s necks which 
their fathers even had not been able to bear.” Now, since 
the Acts of the Apostles thus agree with Paul, it becomes 
apparent why you reject them. It is because they declare no 
other God than the Creator, and prove Christ to belong to 
no other God than the Creator; whilst the promise of the 
Holy Ghost is shown to have been fulfilled in no other 
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document than the Acts of the Apostles. Now, it is not very 
likely that these should be found in agreement with the 
apostle, on the one hand, when they described his career in 
accordance with his own statement; but should, on the 
other hand, be at variance with him when they announce 
the (attribute of) divinity in the Creator’s Christ–as if Paul 
did not follow the preaching of the apostles when he 
received from them the prescription of not teaching the 
Law. THE FIVE BOOKS AGAINST MARCION, BOOK V, 
CHAPTER 2

Read Acts 15; 21 and Galatians 2 for comparison to the next 
Acts quote from Tertullian.

But with regard to the countenance of Peter and the rest of 
the apostles, he tells us s that ‘fourteen years after he went 
up to Jerusalem,’ in order to confer with them about the rule 
which he followed in his gospel, lest perchance he should 
all those years have been running, and be running still, in 
vain, (which would be the case,) of course, if his preaching 
of the gospel fell short of their method. So great had been 
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his desire to be approved and supported by those whom 
you wish on all occasions to be understood as in alliance 
with Judaism! When indeed he says, that ‘neither was Titus 
circumcised,’ he for the first time shows us that 
circumcision was the only question connected with the 
maintenance of the law, which had been as yet agitated by 
those whom he therefore calls ‘false brethren unawares 
brought in’ … Accordingly, the false brethren who were the 
spies of their Christian liberty must be thwarted in their 
efforts to bring it under the yoke of their own Judaism 
before that Paul discovered whether his labour had been in 
vain, before that those who preceded him in the apostolate 
gave him their right hands of fellowship, before that he 
entered on the office of preaching to the Gentiles, 
according to their arrangement with him. He therefore made 
some concession, as was necessary, for a time; and this 
was the reason why he had Timothy circumcised, and the 
Nazarites introduced into the temple, which incidents are 
described in the Acts. THE FIVE BOOKS AGAINST 
MARCION, BOOK V, CHAPTER 3
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We could cite more quotes from early Church leaders, but this 
should be enough to demonstrate that Christians in the 1st, 
2nd and 3rd centuries AD recognized the Book of Acts as a 
genuine Apostolic writing. I took note of that during my 
investigation as an atheist.
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Acts and Archaeology

We move now to the archaeological evidence concerning 
Luke’s authorship of the Book of Acts.

[Just a reminder that we’re only revealing the evidence 
available in the early part of 1971 during my  investigation. A 
future series will look at evidence that has been discovered 
since that time.]

I found researching archaeology fascinating in 1971. It was a 
way of looking at the past through what people had done 
during their lives: making pottery, tools, jewelry, clothing, 
coins, monuments, weapons, drawings, carvings, writings, 
building structures, etc. It was also interesting to compare 
ecofacts with artifacts to see what was going on with the 
environment surrounding human life in ancient times.
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Dr. Edward Hindson introduced me to the study of 
archaeology during my investigation into the existence of 
God. He wrote a book that was part of the Baker Studies In 
Biblical Archaeology series. The title is The Philistines and the 
Old Testament (Baker Book House, 1971). It was the first 
book I read about archaeology and the Bible and is still 
available for sale online.

I also read An Introduction to Bible Archaeology by Dr. 
Howard Vos (Moody Press, 1956), Archaeology and Bible 
History by Dr. Joseph Free (Scripture Press, 1969), and was 
introduced to the writings of Sir William Ramsay. It was in 
Ramsay’s writings that I learned about the rich archaeological 
support for the Book of Acts.

Ramsay, as it turns out, did something similar to what I was 
doing. He set out to demonstrate that Acts was filled with 
historical, geographical and archeological errors. Ramsay, 
who was a professor of Humanities at the University of 
Aberdeen, spent about 25 years retracing the apostles travels 
and declared that Acts was an accurate description of the 1st 
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century world. Ramsay converted to Christianity and stated 
that Luke was one of the greatest historians of the ancient 
world. Ramsay wrote many books about Acts and the Apostle 
Paul in the years following. The Cities of St. Paul (Baker Book 
House, 1949) is one of Ramsay’s writings I’ve used in my 
research about cities in the Roman Empire in the 1st century 
AD. Another good book of his to read is The Bearing of 
Recent Discovery on the Trustworthiness of the New 
Testament (Hodder and Stoughton, 1915).

It’s important to remember that the claim of the New 
Testament is that Luke wrote a lengthy document to someone 
named Theophilus.

Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a 
narrative of those things which have been fulfilled among 
u s j u s t a s t h o s e w h o  f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g 
were  eyewitnesses and ministers of the word  delivered 
them to us,  it seemed good to me also, having  had 
perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to 
write to you an orderly account,  most excellent 
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Theophilus, that you may know the certainty of those 
things in which you were instructed. LUKE 1:1-4

Luke’s writing to Theophilus ended up being two scrolls, 
though the second was a continuation of the first:

The former account I made, O  Theophilus, of all that 
Jesus began both to do and teach,  until the day in 
which  He was taken up, after He through the Holy 
Spirit  had given commandments to the apostles whom 
He had chosen, to whom He also presented Himself alive 
after His suffering by many  infallible proofs, being seen 
by them during forty days and speaking of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God. ACTS 1:1-3

Luke was apparently an educated man and physician by 
vocation (Colossians 4:14). Many scholars believe he was 
also an excellent researcher and historian. As I read through 
Luke’s writings (Gospel of Luke and Book of Acts), I was 
impressed with Luke’s meticulous detailing of people, events 
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and environment (locations). The question before me was 
whether what Luke wrote was accurate.

I was a journalist at the time of my investigation and could see 
Luke’s process of interviewing people about what they knew, 
then writing it in a way that would be understood by someone 
who was not involved in the research process. Journalists and 
historians do that every day. That’s what Luke was apparently 
doing. Though Luke did travel with the Apostle Paul and wrote 
about what he saw from his own experience, he was not a 
personal witness of what we read in the first part of his writing 
to Theophilus (eg. life and ministry of Christ, early days of the 
Church in Jerusalem, Paul’s conversion and early ministry). 
Luke the researcher/historian interviewed people who were 
eyewitnesses of the days when Jesus walked and taught in 
Israel and the Apostles preached the good news of Jesus 
Christ in Jerusalem.
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One of the benefits of archaeology is that it can confirm or 
deny information written about people, events and places 
centuries earlier. I had already done something similar in the 
Old Testament:

• Old Testament Archaeology 1

• Old Testament Archaeology 2

• Old Testament Archaeology 3

• Old Testament Archaeology 4

• Old Testament Archaeology 5

I proceeded to do the same thing for the New Testament and 
specifically for Acts since it contained so many truth claims 
that could be confirmed or denied through archaeology. Not 
finding something in archeology to support a truth claim 
doesn’t mean a truth claim is not true. It just means nothing 
has been found to confirm or deny the claim. What I was 
looking for were archaeological findings that would support or 
reject the accuracy of Acts.

https://faithandselfdefense.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/convince-me-there_s-ac2a0god-part-two-old-testament-archaeology-1.pdf
https://faithandselfdefense.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/convince-me-there_s-ac2a0god-part-two-old-testament-archaeology-2.pdf
https://faithandselfdefense.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/convince-me-there_s-ac2a0god-part-two-old-testament-archaeology-3.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/convince-me-there_s-ac2a0god-part-two-old-testament-archaeology-4.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/convince-me-there_s-ac2a0god-part-two-old-testament-archaeology-5.pdf
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The sheer volume of facts in Acts that archaeology addresses 
is massive, so I will share several examples of the process of 
confirming information through archaeology. First, we will look 
at the names, places and environments mentioned in the first 
five chapters of Acts to see what we can learn about them 
from archaeology. You can do the same thing and research 
every name, place, artifact and ecofact mentioned in Acts. It 
takes time, but is well worth the effort. We will then look look 
at several of the most important archaeological finds 
pertaining to the Book of Acts.
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Names

• Theophilus .. common name in the 1st century for non-
Jews .. It meant “friend of god” or “lover of god” .. The 
name has been found on inscriptions throughout the area 
of the old Roman Empire .. a 1st century high priest was 
named Theophilus according to an ossuary inscription 
and the writings of Josephus (Antiquities – Theophilus 
ben Ananus)

• Joseph called  Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus .. 
Joseph was common Jewish name .. Barsabas was 
Aramaic nickname (son of the Sabbath) .. Justus was 
Latin name (may have been from Galilee because name 
is confirmed from Tiberias) ..

• Matthais .. common Jewish name of 1st century ..

• Jews,  devout men, from every nation under heaven .. 
Jews from the Diaspora traveled to Jerusalem for feast 
days .. that included Jews from throughout the world .. 
the nations mentioned in Acts 2 existed in the 1st century 
AD and archaeological findings support there being Jews 
living in those countries during the 1st century AD .. 
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many Jewish groups in various nations date to the 3rd 
century BC .. many of the Jews of the Diaspora changed 
to speaking the language of their new land over time, 
which is why they were surprised to hear the message of 
the disciples of Christ at Pentecost in their “own 
language,” the language “in which we were born” (Acts 
2:5-12) ..

• Pontius Pilate .. mentioned in Luke’s Gospel and in Acts 
chapters 3, 4 and 13 .. archaeologists found the “Pilate 
Stone” at Caesarea Maritima ten years before my 
investigation .. the stone confirmed that Pontius Pilate 
was “prefect of Judea” from 26 – 37 AD ..

• Herod .. the Herodians descended from Esau rather than 
Jacob .. Herod the Great descended from Antipas who 
had been appointed governor of Idumaea by the 
Hasmonean king Alexander Jannaeus .. Antipas’ son 
Antipater became governor after his father .. Antipater 
received the procuratorship of Judea from Julius 
Caesar .. Antipater appointed his son Herod to be 
governor over Galilee as a teenager .. Herod became 
tetrarch of Judea in 41 BC and following fierce fighting in 
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37 BC, Herod became King of Judea under Caesar 
Augustus .. Herod ruled Judea fro 37-4 BC and was 
known for committing many atrocities against family and 
enemies .. Herod the Great (as he was known) rebuilt the 
city of Samaria and rebuilt and expanded the Temple in 
Jerusalem .. Herod the Great is the Herod we find in 
Matthew 2 and Luke 1 .. Herod the Great died in 4 BC 
and his son, Herod Antipas, became ruler over the 
northern province of Galilee and Perea .. Herod Antipas 
ruled from 4 BC to 39 AD and is the same Herod we read 
about in most of the Gospels (he had John the Baptist 
beheaded) and early parts of Acts .. another son of 
Herod the Great was Herod Archelaus .. he ruled over 
Judea and Samaria until the Roman government 
removed him from office .. Herod Agrippa I was the 
grandson of Herod the Great and became ruler of Galilee 
and Pera after his uncle, Herod Antipas, was banished .. 
Herod Agrippa I killed James the Apostle in Acts 12 .. 
Herod Agrippa I died and his son, Herod Agrippa II, and 
was given rule over some territories when he became of 
age .. Herod Agrippa II eventually became the king who 
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Paul addressed in Acts 25 .. some of what is known 
about the Herodians from archaeology includes building 
projects, coins, inscriptions, pottery, the writings of the 
1st century historian Josephus and, of course, the 
writings of the New Testament ..

• Captain of the Temple .. mentioned in Acts 4 .. we learn 
something about this position in the Talmud (Kodashim, 
Middot) .. the Captain of the temple was in charge of 
policing the Temple area ..

• Sadducees .. mentioned in Acts 4 .. the Sadducees was 
the Jewish party of the high priest’s family and other 
wealthy families .. they rose to power during the 
Intertestamental Period and became politically powerful .. 
they claimed to be descendants of Solomon’s high priest, 
Zadok .. even though they were in charge of the Temple 
and its services, the Sadducees were materialistic and 
didn’t believe in angels, demons or the resurrection ..

• Annas and Caiaphas .. mentioned in Acts 4 .. the 1st 
century historian Josephus wrote that Annas was high 
priest in the early part of the 1st century and that Joseph 
Caiaphas became high priest in 18 AD and served until 



Convince Me There’s A God Part Three New Testament 3  of 64 97

36 AD .. Caiaphas was the son-in-law of Annas .. Annas 
and Caiaphas were involved in questioning Jesus after 
His arrest (Matthew 26; John 18) .. though only one 
person could serve as high priest at a time, former high 
priests were often referred to by the title, similar to how 
former presidents are still called by that title and former 
prime ministers are still called by that title .. [in 1990, 
almost 20 years after I became a Christian, 12 ossuaries 
were found in a tomb archaeologists believed belonged 
to the Caiaphas family .. one of the ossuaries contained 
an inscription that read Joseph, son of Caiaphas]

• John and Alexander .. mentioned in Acts 4 .. little is 
known about their identity .. they may have been 
members of the high priest’s family (“John, and 
Alexander, and as many as were of the family of the high 
priest”) or leading members of the Sanhedrin ..

• Sanhedrin .. mentioned in Acts chapters 4 and 22, in 
addition to Matthew, Mark and Luke .. the Sanhedrin was 
the ruling council in Israel, started during the 
Intertestamental Period .. we might think of it as a 
Supreme Court that met daily, sometimes as a Great 
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Sanhedrin with all 71 members present or a Lesser 
Sanhedrin with 23 members present .. the Sanhedrin 
included members of the Sadducees and Pharisees .. the 
Apostle Peter addressed the Sanhedrin as “Rulers of the 
people and elders of Israel” ..

• Multitude who believed .. thousands of Jews were 
responding to the apostles’ powerful preaching about the 
resurrection of Jesus .. none of the new disciples lacked 
anything because people who had land or houses sold 
them and brought the proceeds to the apostles .. the 
apostles distributed to each as anyone had need (Acts 4)

• Barnabas .. Joses, who was also named Barnabas by 
the apostles (which is translated Son of Encouragement), 
a Levite of the country of Cyprus” .. Joses was a 
common Jewish name that was a form of the name 
Joseph .. Barnabas was the Greek form for an Aramaic 
name .. it meant “son of consolation, encouragement” .. 
he was a Levite (Hebrew tribe of Levi) who came from 
Cyprus, a large island in the Mediterranean Sea .. a 
community of Jews on Cyprus was known from at least 
the 2nd century BC .. the primary archaeological 
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information about this Barnabas comes from the Book of 
Acts .. Barnabas owned land and sold it and brought the 
money to the apostles so they could distribute to people 
in need ..

• Ananias .. common Jewish name in the 1st century .. 
three different Jews with the name Ananias mentioned in 
Acts ..

• Sapphira .. common Jewish name in the 1st century .. 
archaeological find of several ossuaries with inscriptions 
of name Sapphira ..

• Gamaliel .. Acts 5:34 describes Gamaliel as a member of 
the Sanhedrin, a Pharisee and teacher of the law held in 
respect by all the people .. we learn in Acts 22 that the 
Apostle Paul had been a student of Gamaliel many years 
earlier .. Josephus mentions Gamaliel as do the Talmud 
and Mishnah .. Gamaliel was the son of Simeon ben 
Hillel and grandson of  Hillel the Elder ..

• Theudas .. Josephus mentioned a man named Theudas 
who was a Messianic pretender about 40-44 AD, which 
would have been after the Sanhedrin council .. the 
Theudas mentioned by Gamaliel led a revolt with 400 
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men and was killed .. this may have been a different 
Theudas than the messianic pretender Josephus 
described in Antiquities ..

• Judas of Galilee .. common Jewish name in the 1st 
century .. Judas of Galilee mentioned by Josephus in 
Antiquities as a man from Gamala (Gamla) who led a 
rebellion during the time of the census of Cyrenius ..

Places

• Jerusalem .. confirmed 1st century city name ..

• Judea .. confirmed 1st century regional name ..

• Samaria .. confirmed 1st century regional name ..

• Galilee .. confirmed 1st century city name ..

• Mount Olivet .. confirmed 1st century mountain name 
(near Jerusalem) ..

• Akel Dama .. confirmed 1st century location (traditionally 
located on southern side of Hinnom Valley where it 
meets Kidron Valley) ..

• King David’s tomb .. Josephus, historian living during 1st 
century AD, wrote about David’s tomb and howe John 
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Hyrcanus and Herod the Great plundered the tomb for 
money and other valuables .. tomb may have been 
destroyed by Roman army during the Bar Kokhba revolt 
in the early 2nd century .. exact location not known, but 
some archaeologists think it to be on Jerusalem’s 
southeastern hill, some near the southern end of 
Hezekiah’s Tunnel ..

• The Temple .. the Temple that existed during the 1st 
century was known as the Second Temple (Solomon’s 
being the first) .. the Second Temple (built by Zerubbabel 
and expanded by Herod) was destroyed by the Roman 
army in 70 AD (Josephus was present at the destruction 
and wrote about it in The Jewish War and Jewish 
Antiquities) .. the early Jewish followers of Christ would 
have had access to the Temple complex

• Gate of the temple which is called Beautiful .. some 
archaeologists and scholars believe the gate called 
“Beautiful” was the same as Josephus’ Nicanor Gate 
(also called Corinthians Gate) .. others think it was more 
likely a different gate, possibly the Shushan Gate in the 
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Eastern Wall of the Temple Mount or the Double Gate on 
the Southern Wall ..

• Solomon’s Porch .. the healing of the lame man in Acts 3 
at the Beautiful Gate was apparently close to Solomon’s 
Porch from Luke’s description of the healing event .. 
Josephus wrote about Solomon’s Porch being on the 
east side of the Temple complex ..

Environment

• Sabbath’s Day Journey .. rabbis interpreted Mosaic Law 
to mean travel on foot not to exceed two-thousand cubits 
(about 3,000 feet) .. distance disciples traveled from 
Mount Olivet to Jerusalem was at the maximum of the 
Sabbath’s Day journey ..

• Cast lots .. one of three ways Jews used to discern God’s 
will during and prior to 1st century ..
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Archaeological Findings for Acts (Available in 1971)

The Pilate Stone — Archaeologists found a damaged block 
of carved limestone in Caesarea Maritime in 1961, just ten 
years before I began my investigation. The stone dates to the 
1st century AD and includes the Roman inscription “[Pont]ius 
Pilatus.” The stone confirmed that Pontius Pilate was “prefect 
of Judea” from 26 – 37 AD. Caesarea Maritmia was most 
likely Pilate’s headquarters. The Pilate Stone is located at the 
Israel Museum in Jerusalem.

Jewish Ruler Coins — Archaeologists found many coins in 
Israel that date to the 1st century AD and support information 
in Acts about rulers of that era. They include the following 
names:

• Philip, son of Herod the Great

• Herod I

• King Herod the Great

• Agrippa I

• Antonius Felix

https://www.imj.org.il/en/collections/395572
https://www.imj.org.il/en/collections/395572
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Synagogue of the Freedman Inscription — Excavation in 
Jerusalem in 1913 discovered inscription about a man named 
“Theodotus” .. “Theodotus constructed the synagogue.” 
Theodotus father had a Latin name, “which probably means 
that the father was one of the Jews captured by Pompey … 
taken to Rome, and later liberated, becoming a ‘libertine’ or 
freedman. Thus it seems likely that this inscription, bearing 
the name appropriate for a freedman, or libertine, may come 
from this very synagogue of the libertines which initiated the 
persecution against Stephen … This name Vettenos is the 
type of game which would be given by a man named Vettius 
to his slave.” (Archareology and Bible History, Joseph P. Free, 
Scripture Press, 1969, p310) .. Acts 6:9

Queen Candace of Ethiopians — Archaeological 
excavations in Nubia from 1908-09 discovered group of 
queens called Candace during the 1st century AD. Acts 8:27
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Sergius Paulus Inscription — A Greek inscription for 
Sergius Paulus was found on the northern coast of Cyprus in 
1877. The Apostle Paul and Barnabas met Sergius Paulus 
and preached Christ to him (Acts 13:4-12). The inscription is 
currently housed in the Yalvac Museum in Cyprus. Other 1st 
century inscriptions for Sergius Paulus include a boundary 
stone and an inscription stone discovered near Pisidian 
Antioch.

Erastus Inscription — Erastus is mentioned in Acts 19, 
Romans 16 and 2 Timothy 4. Paul calls him “the treasurer of 
the city” in Romans and mentions that Erastus “stayed in 
Corinth” in 2 Timothy. Slabs with an inscription with his name 
were discovered in Corinth between 1929 and 1947. The 
Latin inscription translates as – “Erastus laid this pavement at 
his own expense, in appreciation of his appointment as 
aedile.” An aedile was a Roman magistrate responsible for 
public buildings and festivals. The inscription is located in a 
grassy area east of the city theatre.
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Gallio Inscription — Luke mentioned Gallio in Acts 18:12 as 
being “proconsul of Achaia.” Jews brought Paul before Gallio 
because of his preaching. The Gallio Inscription, also known 
as the Delphi Inscription (a group of nine fragments), was 
discovered in Delphis, Greece in 1908. It confirms that Junius 
Annaeus Gallio was proconsul of Achaia during the reign of 
Emperor Claudius (41-54 AD). The Gallio Inscription is 
believed to date to about 52 AD. The events of Acts 18 are 
believed to support Paul’s being in Corinth between 51-53 AD.

Tyrannus Inscription — Luke mentioned Tyrannus in Acts 
19:9 as having a school in Ephesus. The “school” was more 
of a lecture hall. Though it hasn’t been discovered yet, several 
inscriptions dating to the 1st century AD with the name 
Tyrannus have been found in Ephesus, including one on a 
stone pillar.
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Ephesian Magic Books — Luke wrote in Acts 19:19 about 
many Ephesians who responded to Paul’s preaching and 
burned their books about magic. Excavations in that part of 
the world since the 19th century have found ancient scrolls 
dated to the 1st century with the wording of magical spells.

Temple of Artemis (Diana) — Luke wrote in Acts 19 that 
Demetrius, a silversmith who made silver shrines of the 
goddess Artemis, gathered many men who worked in similar 
trades. Demetrius was concerned that the impact of Paul’s 
preaching in Ephesus could end their trade and dethrone the 
goddess. They caused quite a riot until a city leader calmed 
and dismissed the crowd. The Ephesian temple of Artemis 
(known as one of the seven wonders of the ancient world) 
was discovered in 1863. Excavations in the 20th century 
discovered the theatre where the silversmiths dragged Paul’s 
traveling companions.
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Zeus and Hermes — Luke recorded in Acts 14 that Paul and 
Barnabas were in Lystra when Paul healed a cripple who had 
been lame from birth. The people raised their voices in the 
Lycaonia language saying “The gods have come down to us 
in the likeness of men!” They called Barnabas, Zeus and 
called Paul, Hermes. Paul and Barnabas denied their claim 
and Paul was stoned and left for dead, though he rose up and 
went into the city. Archaeologists unearthed a temple and 
several inscriptions in the ancient of Lystra in 1909 that 
showed the importance of Zeus and Hermes to the people. 
The inscriptions showed that the people of Lystra believed the 
gods would return in the future, which might explain why they 
were so quick to believe Paul and Barnabas were those gods.

Asiarch — Luke used the term Asiarchés in Acts 19:31. The 
ESV and NASB use the Greek name — “Also some of 
the  Asiarchs who were friends of his sent  word  to him 
and repeatedly urged him not to venture into the theater.” The 
NJKV translates the word as “officials,” but includes this note 
— “Asiarchs, rulers of Asia,  the province.” Asiarchs was a 
term used for public patrons and leaders named by cities in 
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the Roman province of Asia (Holman Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary, Holman Reference, 2003, p 131). Some of these 
rulers were friends of the Apostle Paul. Archaeological 
discoveries of inscriptions in Ephesus and other parts of the 
region have shown that the term asiarchs was used for 
community leaders during the 1st century AD.

Politarch — Luke used the term politarchas (city rulers, city 
leaders) in Acts 17:6 — “ But when they did not find them, 
they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the 
city, crying out,  “These who have turned the world upside 
down have come here too.” Archaeology has confirmed from 
inscriptions that the name politarch was used during the 1st 
century AD in many cities of the Roman Empire (e.g. 
inscription discovered in 1895 on an arch in Thessalonica). 
Politarchs served as city leaders and magistrates.
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Paul’s Roman Citizenship — Luke mentioned Paul’s Roman 
citizenship in Acts 22:28. Paul told a Roman commander that 
he had been “born a citizen.” Luke recorded Paul as saying 
he was born in Tarsus (Acts 21:39). The Hatay Archaeology 
Museum (Antakya, Turkey) contains four letters of Octavian 
granting citizenship to Seleucus of Rhosus who had helped 
Octavian during his naval struggles with Marc Antony of 
Egypt. Octavian mentioned Le Munatia et Aemilia as a legal 
basis for his grant to Seleucus. The citizenship grant included 
Seleucus’ wife, children and parents. It is a demonstration of 
how Paul’s family may have also received Roman citizenship 
through some special service rendered to Rome.

Claudius Command To Jews to Leave Rome — Jews lived 
in Rome in the 1st century AD and were expelled twice from 
the city, only to be allowed to return. The first occurred in the 
reign of Tiberius (19 AD). The second occurred in the reign of 
Claudius (approx. 49 AD) because of problems between Jews 
and followers of “Chrestus” (Christ?). Luke mentioned that 
event in Acts 18:2 when Paul met Aquila and Priscilla who had 
come to Corinth from Italy “because Claudius had 
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commanded all the Jews to depart from Rome.” The 1st 
century Roman historian Suetonius wrote about the event as 
did the 2nd century Roman historian Lucius Cassius Dio.

Caesarea Marítima — Archaeological excavations have 
confirmed the 1st century existence of the city mentioned in 
Acts. Caesarea became the capital of Judea in 6 AD. Luke 
mentioned the city more than a dozen times in Acts. Herod 
had a palace in Caesarea and died in the city (Acts 12 and 
Josephus). The Apostle Paul was imprisoned in Caesarea for 
more than two years. Paul made an appeal to King Agrippa 
and Felix (the governor) in Caesarea. The Roman historian 
Tacitus wrote about Felix in Tacitus History 5:9. Porcius 
Festus succeeded Felix as governor of Judea and Felix left 
Paul in prison. Josephus mentioned Festus in Antiquities 
20:8-9.

Iconium — Luke wrote that Iconium was located in Phyrigia. 
Cicero and others wrote that Iconium was located in Lycaonia. 
However, a monument discovered in 1910 confirmed Luke’s 
information that Iconium was a city in Phyrigia.
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Azotus — Luke wrote in Acts 8:40 that Philip “was found at 
Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the cities till 
he came to Caesarea.” Excavations north of Gaza show that 
Azotus was both a coastal city and inland city that was built 
on the ancient Philistine location of the city of Ashdod. The 
city was later destroyed and restored. Herod the Great seized 
the town and made coastal Azotus a Jewish city. It eventually 
became an imperial estate.

Tarsus — The Apostle Paul was born in Tarsus. Excavations 
have confirmed that Tarsus was a flourishing city in western 
Cilicia that had a Jewish community.

Lydda — Luke wrote about the city of Lydda in Acts 9 where 
the Apostle Peter healed people and preached Christ. Lydda 
was known previously as Lod in the Old Testament. It was an 
important city located on the eastern edge of Sharon (a plain). 
Excavations have discovered a Jewish tomb and Greco-
Samaritan inscription.



Convince Me There’s A God Part Three New Testament 3  of 80 97

Joppa — Luke also mentioned Joppa in Acts 9. That’s where 
Peter raised a woman (Dorcas) from the dead. Joppa is about 
11 mile northwest of Lydda. Excavations have confirmed the 
town’s existence prior to and during the 1st century AD.

Phoenicia — Luke mentioned Phoenicia in Acts 11:19. 
Archaeological excavations have confirmed that it was well-
known prior to and during the 1st century AD.

Cyrene — Luke mentioned Cyrene in Acts 11:20. It was the 
name of a city and Roman province in the 1st century AD. 
Cyrene had a large Jewish community during that time. 
Excavations have confirmed its existence and prominence 
during the time Luke wrote Acts.

Antioch (Syria) — Luke mentioned Antioch of Syria in Acts 11 
and other parts of his letter. Antioch became Paul’s primary 
church and headquarters for his missionary journeys. Antioch 
was a large and important city in the Roman Empire in the 1st 
century AD. Archaeological excavation has been difficult 
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because the modern Turkish city of Antakya was built over the 
ancient site.

Ancient Tiberius — Excavations by Bezalel Rabani of 
ancient city (1945-1956). Findings include street, bathhouse, 
marketplace, possible basilica, fortified gateway with towers, 
pottery, metal, glass, jewelry and coins. A. Druks uncovered 
large urban villa complex in 1964. M. Dothan uncovered two 
synagogues between 1961-1963.

Forum of Appius — Luke mentioned this forum in Acts 
28:15. It was located about 40 miles from Rome. A milestone 
for 43 miles from Rome was discovered in the area. 
Archaeological excavations found pottery and other materials 
from before the 1st century AD. It served as a post station for 
travelers.

Three Taverns — Luke mentioned this in Acts 28:15. It was 
located about 30 miles from Rome and the first or last stop for 
travelers (depending on leaving from or headed to Rome).
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The location of many other regions and cities Luke mentioned 
in Acts are confirmed as accurate by archaeological 
excavations and historical documents, including:

• Seleucia

• Salamis

• Paphos

• Perga

• Lystra

• Lycaonia

• Galatia

• Phrygia

• Derbe

• Pamphylia

• Attalia

• Troas

• Samothrace

• Philippi

• Neapolis

• Thyatira

• Amphipolis
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• Apollonia

• Thessalonica

• Macedonia

• Berea

• Athens

• Corinth

• Pisidian Antioch

• Rome

• Ephesus

• Cenchrae

• Alexandria

• Assos

• Miletus

• Mitylene

• Chios

• Samos

• Cos

• Rhodes

• Patara

• Ptolemais

• Jerusalem
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• Antipatris

• Adramyttium

• Sidon

• Lycia

• Myra

• Cnidus

• Salmone

• Fair Havens

• Lasea

• Phoenix

• Cauda

• Syrtis

• Adriatic Sea

• Malta

• Syracuse

• Rhegium

• Puteoli
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You may find Sir Walter Ramsay’s book The Cities of St. Paul 
(Baker Book House, 1949) helpful in your study of the 
archaeology of many of these ancient areas. The book is 
based on lectures Ramsay gave at Mansfield College, Oxford, 
in 1907.

Archaeology and Bible History by Joseph P. Free (Scripture 
Press, 1969) is also helpful.

The Popular Handbook of Archaeology and the Bible by 
Joseph Holden and Norman Geisler is a more recent book 
with updated archaeological findings (Harvest House 
Publishers, 2013).

The Archaeology Study Bible (ESV) is a wonderful reference 
with updated information across the entire spectrum of 
Scripture in addition to the Book of Acts (Crossway, 2017).
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Luke’s Accuracy

Many scholars acknowledge that Luke was a master historian 
because of both his knowledge of the travels of Paul and 
others and the accuracy of his accounts. In addition to the 
people, cities and regions mentioned above, Luke accurately 
described ships, crew members, harbors, wind systems and 
other historical data and aspects of ancient travel. The 
discoveries of nautical archaeology support many of these 
findings, including shipwrecks similar to what happened to 
Paul in Acts 27.

Archaeology has also shown that Luke was accurate in his 
use of terms. Some of them include:

• Athenian word for Paul as spermologos (“babbler” “seed 
picker” Acts 17:18)

• Greek word for member of Athenian court as Areopagitēs 
(“judge of the court of Areopagus” Acts 17:34)

• Greek word for “city clerk” as grammateus (“writer” 
“scribe” “clerk” Acts 19:35)
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• Greek word for “temple guardian” as neōkoron (“temple 
keeper” “temple warden” honorary title Acts 19:35)

• Greek plural for two or more proconsuls as anthupatoi 
(plural “male proconsuls” Acts 19:38)

• Greek words for “first man of the Island” as prōtō tēs 
nēsou (“chief, first” “principal” “most important” Acts 28:7) 
.. NKJV translates “leading citizen of the island”

• Greek word for taking soundings as bolisantes and 
knowledge of water depth near Malta (“to heave the lead” 
“cast the line for sounding” Acts 27:28)

A reminder for you: I am only sharing the archaeological 
findings available in 1971. Many more discoveries have been 
uncovered since that time that continue to support the 
accuracy of Luke’s writings in both Acts and Luke’s Gospel 
account.
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Hebrews
Internal Evidence

Hebrews is exactly what it sounds like — writings to the 
Hebrew people. It’s obvious from Hebrews that the Jewish 
audience believed that Jesus Christ was the promised 
Messiah, though some were doubting their belief because of 
persecution and other pressures. The author wrote to the 
Jewish believers to both confirm and bolster their faith in 
Christ as the promised Messiah. The author referenced the 
Old Testament Scriptures to confirm Jesus as the Messiah.

Hebrews includes more than 40 direct quotes from the Old 
Testament, but also has many allusions to OT Scripture as 
well. Only Romans has more direct OT quotes. However, 
Hebrews contains more words from the OT than Romans. 
The Jewish readers would have also appreciated the many 
references to Hebrew life and religious worship in the Book of 
Hebrews as well. They would understand that in a way 
Gentiles could not.



Convince Me There’s A God Part Three New Testament 3  of 90 97

The Book of Hebrews quotes prominently from the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament (Septuagint), which might 
point to an audience of Jewish readers living outside of Israel 
(part of the Diaspora).

Some of the big questions about the Book of Hebrews are:

• Who is the author?

• When did the author write it?

• Where was the author at the time of writing?

• Why did the author write it?

• Who was the original audience?

Hebrews does not begin in a typical letter form. We find no 
introduction, welcome or mention of the author’s name. In 
fact, there is no identification of the author’s name anywhere 
in Hebrews. The author did mention “our brother Timothy” at 
the end of Hebrews (13:23), and the possible writing location 
(“Those from Italy greet you.” 13:23). The author also asked 
the Hebrews to “pray for us” and wrote that “I especially urge 
you to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner.” The 
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idea of being “restored” (apokatastathō – restore back to 
original position) may indicate that the author had spent time 
with these Hebrew believers previously.

The mention of Timothy’s name, that he had “been set free, 
with whom I shall see you if he comes shortly,” and the 
possible writing location of Italy may narrow the list of authors 
a bit. The author knew Timothy personally and wrote about 
visiting the recipients of the letter “with” Timothy. We know 
that Timothy was a traveling companion of the Apostle Paul. 
However, that’s not necessarily strong enough to identify Paul 
as the author with any certainty.

What we can be certain about is that the recipients of the 
letter knew the identity of the author. The author’s personal 
appeal for prayer to be restored to them, the mention of 
Timothy’s being set free and visiting them with Timothy, and 
the greetings from “Those from Italy,” would point to a 
relationship between writer and readers.



Convince Me There’s A God Part Three New Testament 3  of 92 97

The author had a strong understanding of 1st century 
Judaism and how the writings of the Old Testament prophets 
fit in with the identity of Jesus of Nazareth as the promised 
Messiah. The author wrote in an authoritative style. What I 
mean by that is the author wrote with the authority the Hebrew 
Christians would have viewed as being authoritative (e.g. 
apostle, prophet). The author warned, exhorted, reproved, 
and commanded the readers, which supports the idea of the 
author being a recognized authority in the early Church. The 
readers would not have accepted a letter like that from a 
lesser authoritative figure. The author used the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament Scriptures, and appeared to 
be well educated and highly literate in the Greek language.

Hebrews 2:3 mentions the salvation spoken by the Lord and 
“confirmed to us by those who heard Him.” That would seem 
to exclude the Jewish apostles from authorship of the Book of 
Hebrews since they were the people who had heard Jesus in 
person. Some believe that would also exclude the Apostle 
Paul since he did speak personally with Jesus. However, the 
sense of “by those who heard Him” seems to be in the context 
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of those disciples who traveled with Jesus prior to His 
ascension to Heaven. If true, that would leave Pauline 
authorship as a possibility.

Hebrews chapters 7 – 10 point to the practice of priests 
offering sacrifices for sin at the time of the writing.

For the law, having a  shadow of the good things to 
come, and not the very image of the things,  can never 
with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually 
year by year, make those who approach perfect. For then 
would they not have ceased to be offered? For the 
worshipers, once  purified, would have had no more 
consciousness of sins. But in those sacrifices there is a 
reminder of sins every year. For it is not possible that the 
blood of bulls and goats could take away sins. Hebrews 
10:1-4
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That practice ceased once the Romans destroyed the Temple 
in 70 AD. The internal evidence of Hebrews points to 
someone with apostolic authority writing the letter prior to the 
Temple’s destruction.

External Evidence

Several of the early Church fathers wrote about the Book of 
Hebrews and mentioned possible authors. The list includes 
the Apostle Paul, Luke, Barnabas, Silas, Apollos, Aquila, 
Priscilla, and Clement of Rome. All of these people would 
have personally known Timothy and could have written from 
Italy.

First, let’s look at some of the Apostolic Fathers (late 1st and 
early 2nd centuries AD). They did not mention who the name 
of the author of Hebrews, but did allude to the writing:

Ignatius of Antioch (Bishop of Antioch, disciple of the Apostle 
John) had a possible allusion to Hebrews 11:39-40 in his 
Letter to the Philadelphians.

http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/ignatius-philadelphians-lightfoot.html
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Polycarp (Bishop of Smyrna, disciple of the Apostle John) 
referred to verses from Hebrews 6:20, 7:3, and 12:28 in his 
Letter to the Philippians.

Though Clement of Rome quotes often from Hebrews in his 
Letter to the Corinthians, that does not mean he was the 
author of Hebrews. Clement was the bishop of Rome toward 
the end of the 1st century, which would be after the 
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem. The fact that Clement 
quoted from Hebrews during the 1st century AD demonstrates 
that Hebrews was written earlier than 1 Clements and 
accepted as authoritative. Clement mentioned Paul as an 
“Apostle” who suffered at the hands of people “By reason of 
jealousy and strife” and also referred to Paul’s “epistle.”

Several of the early Church Fathers (2nd – 4th centuries AD) 
did mention who they believed wrote Hebrews. Some 
believed Paul was the author and that he did not mention his 
name because many Jews mistrusted him because of his 
primary calling to the Gentiles. Some speculated that Paul 
wrote the letter in Hebrew and Luke translated it into Greek. 

http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/polycarp-lightfoot.html
http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/1clement-lightfoot.html
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Others thought the author was Clement or Barnabas 
influenced by Paul.

Here’s an example from Tertullian of Carthage (late 2nd 
century AD Christian apologist):

For there is extant withal an Epistle to the Hebrews 
under the name of Barnabas–a man sufficiently 
accredited by God, as being one whom Paul has 
stationed next to himself in the uninterrupted 
observance of abstinence. Tertullian, On Modesty, XX

Hebrews was not included in the Muratorian Canon (2nd 
century AD), possibly because of the anonymity of authorship. 
However, the entire writing was included in the Codex 
Sinaiticus  (4th century AD). Hebrews was also included in 
Codex Vaticanus (4th century AD).
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Atheist Conclusion

It seemed to me as an atheist that Hebrews had been 
accepted by early Christians even though the identity of the 
author was not known with certainty. It was interesting to see 
the high view the author had about Jesus of Nazareth and 
how the early Church received that as truth. Not proof, but 
evidence to consider along with the rest of the New 
Testament.

Next eBook

In the next part of our report we will look at the single most 
powerful evidence for Christianity that led me from atheism to 
theism to become a Christian.
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