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Introduction
Our series follows the popular series Evangelistic Apologetics 
– The Church Under Attack, which published as a 33-part 
series on FaithandSelfDefense.com from January 2014 to 
March 2020. That series is now available for free as a set of 
five eBooks. 

The purpose of this new series, A Closer Look, is to address 
the challenge our Lord has given us to preach the Gospel and 
make disciples (Matthew 28:18-20). We are looking deeply 
into the basics of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and how to share 
it effectively with family, friends and others God leads into our 
lives. We are looking at the importance of personal 
evangelism and how to use apologetics as we tell others of 
the wonderful grace of our mighty God.

https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-worldviews/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-worldviews/
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Here’s what we’ve looked at so far:

• Evangelism is the job (work) of every Christian, not just 
the professionals. Jesus Christ gave apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors and teachers to His Church, “for the 
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-13). 

• In the second part of our series we looked at what Jesus 
had in mind when He gave His Church apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers. What role 
do they play in the Lord’s Eternal Plan?

• In the third part of our series we looked at what real 
ministry looks like. A Christian’s ministry is to do 
whatever Jesus says we should do. Jesus said He had 
all authority in the universe and that we should make 
disciples and teach them to obey the teachings of Jesus. 
We also follow the example, the pattern, that Jesus gave 
us for life and ministry. We took several steps with Jesus 

https://faithandselfdefense.com/2021/01/06/evangelistic-apologetics-a-closer-look-part-1/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/2021/01/06/evangelistic-apologetics-a-closer-look-part-1/
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from His childhood to His baptism and wildness 
experience to see how He ministered.

• In the fourth part of our series we looked at what Jesus 
preached after He left the wilderness and began traveling 
through the cities of Galilee.

• In the fifth part of the series we looked at what Jesus 
preached in the Jewish synagogues.

We move now to the next part of our study where we look 
closely at the Gospel that Jesus preached in Israel. 
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The Gospel of Jesus Christ
When someone I’m talking to about Jesus shows interest in 
reading about His life, I usually recommend the Gospel of 
Mark. Mark’s Gospel may be the first Gospel account written 
(some scholars think Matthew’s Gospel was first), so that’s 
interesting. Another reason is that it is the shortest Gospel 
account, so it doesn’t take long to read. Early Christian 
leaders (1st and 2nd centuries AD) wrote that Mark wrote 
down what the Apostle Peter preached and taught, so that’s 
another important reason for recommending it. I also like the 
way the Gospel of Mark opens:

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ,  the Son 
of God. MARK 1:1
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This is important. Mark, writing under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, identified the “beginning of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.” The Gospel of Jesus Christ had a “beginning.” The 
Greek word for beginning (arché) means “origin, initial 
starting point.” So, we ask, what is the beginning of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ? The next words in the Gospel of Mark 
tell us:

As it is written in  the Prophets: ‘Behold, I send My 
messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your 
way before You.’ ‘The  voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the  Lord; Make His 
paths straight.’ John came baptizing in the wilderness 
and preaching a baptism of repentance  for the 
remission of sins. MARK 1:2-4
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The Gospel of Jesus Christ began with the preaching of John 
the Baptist. John was the prophetic fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophets (Isaiah and Malachi). John’s purpose was 
to prepare the way of the Lord and make His paths straight. 
Isaiah 40:3 called the path “A highway for our God.” Malachi 
3:1 says that God sent “My messenger, and he will prepare 
the way before Me.” Malachi went on to write that “the Lord, 
whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple.” John the 
Baptist was actually preparing the way for the God of the 
universe to step onto earth and appear in His temple.

John’s message was specific: “preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins.” John baptized people in 
the River Jordan based on repentance. How did people 
respond to John’s preaching?

Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, 
went out to him and were all baptized by him in the 
Jordan River, confessing their sins. MARK 1:5
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People came to him in large numbers to confess their sins 
and be baptized. They recognized that God was again 
speaking to Israel through a prophet. It was a time so many 
had prayed would come. The Jewish people knew the 
promises of Isaiah and Malachi. They knew that God had not 
spoken through a prophet for 400 years. They were waiting 
for God to fulfill His promise. John the Baptist appeared, 
preaching the message of God, and the people responded.

Jewish leaders sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
John, “Who are you?” John confessed that he was the not the 
messiah or Elijah or “the Prophet.” John did tell them that He 
was “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Make straight 
the way of the Lord.” The priests and Levites asked John, 
“Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, 
nor the Prophet?” John answered, “I baptize with water, but 
there stands One among you whom you do not know. It is He 
who, coming after me,  is preferred before me, whose sandal 
strap I am not worthy to loose.” (John 1:19-27)
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John saw Jesus coming toward him the next day and said — 
“Behold!  The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world!  This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man 
who  is preferred before me, for He was before me.’  I did not 
know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I 
came baptizing with water.” (John 1:29-31) John did not want 
to baptize Jesus and tried to prevent Him from doing that, but 
the Lord said — “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for 
us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). Jesus came up 
immediately from the water, the heavens were opened to Him 
and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove a 
alighting upon Him. “And suddenly a voice came from heaven, 
saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
(Matthew 3:16-17) John the Baptist was a witness of this and 
said — “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, 
and He remained upon Him. I did not know Him, but He who 
sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you 
see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him,  this is He 
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  And I have seen and 
testified that this is the Son of God.” (John 1:32-34)
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The Apostle John did not include a reference to Jesus’ 
wilderness testing period that occurred after His baptism (e.g. 
Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13). John’s Gospel 
account went from Jesus’ baptism to His having disciples. 
John wrote: “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world!” (John 1:29)

So, what did Jesus preach after His baptism and wilderness 
testing?

• “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 
4:17)

• “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. 
Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:15)

• “The  Spirit of the  Lord  is  upon Me, Because He has 
anointed Me To preach the gospel to  the poor; He has 
sent Me  to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty 
to  the captives And recovery of sight to  the blind, To set 
at liberty those who are  oppressed; To proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord.” (Luke 4:18-19)

• “Follow Me.” John 1:43
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Preaching “repentance” was central to Jesus’ Gospel ministry. 
John 4:17 reads, “From that time Jesus began to preach and 
to say,  ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven  is at hand.” The 
literal reads, “From that time began Jesus to proclaim and to 
say …” We cannot understand the Gospel of Jesus Christ if 
we do not understand the absolute need for repentance. God 
requires repentance from everyone before He saves them. 
Here are some examples:

When Jesus heard that, He said to them,  ‘Those who 
are well have no need of a physician, but those who 
are sick. But go and learn what  this means:  ‘I desire 
mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners, to repentance. Matthew 9:12-13

And whoever will not receive you nor hear you, when 
you depart from there, shake off the dust under your 
feet as a testimony against them. Assuredly, I say to 
you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah 
in the day of judgment than for that city!’ So they went 
out and preached that people should repent. And they 
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cast out many demons,  and anointed with oil many 
who were sick, and healed them. Mark 6:11-13

Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if 
the mighty works which were done in you had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. Luke 10:13

There were present at that season some who told Him 
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices. And Jesus answered and said to 
them,  ‘Do you suppose that these Galileans were 
worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they 
suffered such things?  I tell you, no; but unless you 
repent you will all likewise perish. Luke 13:1-3

I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine just persons who need no repentance. Luke 15:7
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Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner who repents. Luke 
15:10

Then He said to them,  ‘Thus it is written, and thus it 
was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from 
the dead the third day,  and that repentance 
and  remission of sins should be preached in His 
name  to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you 
are witnesses of these things. Luke 24:46-48
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The Gospel of Repentance

Luke 24:46-48 gives us an excellent example of what Jesus 
told His disciples to do after He returned to Heaven. Jesus 
had died on the cross, been buried and had risen from the 
dead. He had appeared to His disciples multiple times and 
was about to ascend to His Father. Jesus said it was 
necessary:

• for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third 
day

• and that repentance and  remission of sins should be 
preached in His name  to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem.

As we learn later from the Apostle Paul (1 Corinthians 15:1-8), 
the Gospel is the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ “the third day  according to the Scriptures.” Jesus, in 
Luke 24, connected the Gospel with the preaching of 
repentance. The remission of sins follows repentance. Any 



Evangelistic Apologetics A Closer Look  of 17 101

preaching that is called “Gospel preaching” must include the 
preaching of “repentance.”

Unfortunately, many preachers around the world have 
removed the need for “repentance” from their sermons. Any 
preacher or teacher who does not preach repentance is not a 
“Gospel” preacher. They may be nice people. They may be 
friendly and helpful in a variety of ways, but they are not 
helping people know the Gospel of Jesus Christ if they do not 
preach the need for people to repent of their sins.

Repentance (metanoia) means “a change of mind, change of 
inner man.” The word repent (metanoeó) means “to change 
one’s mind, change one’s purpose, change the inner man.” 
The idea of both words is to “think differently after.” True 
repentance affects the way a person thinks. The Gospel 
changes people from the inside. It is truly transformational. 
The preaching of the Gospel “transforms” people from one 
type of thinking to another, from one purpose to another, from 
one way of living to another. In order to change spiritually, a 
person must repent of their sins and believe the Gospel.
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Repentance

We want to continue with a point made in the last part of our 
series. It comes from Luke 24:46-48:

Then He said to them,  ‘Thus it is written, and thus it 
was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from 
the dead the third day,  and that repentance 
and  remission of sins should be preached in His 
name  to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you 
are witnesses of these things.

Notice that Jesus presented both what He accomplished for 
the Gospel and what He wanted the apostles to accomplish. 
Jesus suffered death at the hands of Roman soldiers, was 
buried, and rose from the dead the third day. That’s what 
Jesus did. What Jesus wanted His apostles to do was preach 
repentance and remission of sins “in His name” to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. As we know from the Book of Acts, 
that’s what the apostles did as soon as they received power 
from the Holy Spirit.
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Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; 
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the 
promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar 
off, as many as the Lord our God will call. Acts 2:38-39

You can hear the Lord’s words in Peter’s response to 
questions from Jews who heard his sermon on the Day of 
Pentecost. Jesus told Peter and the other apostles to preach 
repentance and remission of sins and that’s what Peter did.
Here are some other examples of “repentance” preaching in 
Acts:

Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come 
from the presence of the Lord. Acts 3:19

Him God has exalted to His right hand  to be Prince 
and  Savior,  to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins. Acts 5:31
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Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray 
God  if perhaps the thought of your heart may be 
forgiven you. Acts 8:22

The Apostle Paul also emphasized the importance of 
repentance as he preached the Gospel:

From this man’s seed, according  to  the promise, God 
raised up for Israel a Savior—Jesus— after John had 
first preached, before His coming, the baptism of 
repentance to all the people of Israel … Therefore let it 
be known to you, brethren, that  through this Man is 
preached to you the forgiveness of sins; and by Him 
everyone who believes is justified from all things from 
which you could not be justified by the law of Moses. 
Acts 13:23-24, 38-39
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Paul’s preaching stirred the hearts of many of the Jews and 
devout proselytes and Gentiles. Other Jews became jealous 
when they saw how many people were following Paul and 
Barnabas. They opposed Paul and Barnabas to the point that 
they grew bold and said, “It was necessary that the word of 
God should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it, and 
judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn 
to the Gentiles” (Acts 13:46).

Paul’s message to the philosophers in Athens also concerned 
repentance:

Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought 
not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver 
or stone, something shaped by art and man’s 
devising.  Truly,  these times of ignorance God 
overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to 
repent, because He has appointed a day on which He 
will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom 
He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all 
by raising Him from the dead. Acts 17:29-31
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When Paul met with the elders of the Ephesian church, he 
reminded them of the importance of preaching repentance:

You know,  from the first day that I came to Asia, in 
what manner I always lived among you,  serving the 
Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which 
happened to me by the plotting of the Jews; how I kept 
back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, 
and taught you publicly and from house to 
h o u s e ,  t e s t i f y i n g t o J e w s , a n d a l s o t o 
Greeks,  repentance toward God and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Acts 20:18-21

Paul said the same thing to King Agrippa:

Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision,  but  declared first to those in 
Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout all the 
region of Judea, and  then to the Gentiles, that they 
should repent, turn to God, and do  works befitting 
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repentance. For these reasons the Jews seized me in 
the temple and tried to kill me. Acts 26:19-21

The preaching of repentance is at the heart of the Gospel 
message. Repentance (metanoia) means “a change of mind, 
change of inner man.” The word repent (metanoeó) means “to 
change one’s mind, change one’s purpose, change the inner 
man.” The idea of both words is to “think differently after.” 
True repentance affects the way a person thinks. The Gospel 
changes people from the inside. It is truly transformational. 
The preaching of the Gospel “transforms” people from one 
type of thinking to another, from one purpose to another, from 
one way of living to another. In order to change spiritually, a 
person must repent of their sins and believe the Gospel.
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Transformation

True repentance, true change in the inner man, produces a 
marked transformation in the inner man. Because the heart 
and mind are changed, behavior will change as well. The 
Bible calls that “sanctification” (hagiasmos), which is the 
process of being set apart for holy service. Some would say 
that sanctification is the process of advancing in holiness.

For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you 
should abstain from sexual immorality;  that each of 
you should know how to possess his own vessel in 
sanctification and honor, not in passion of lust, like the 
Gentiles who do not know God;  that no one should 
take advantage of and defraud his brother in this 
matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as 
we also forewarned you and testified. For God did not 
call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. Therefore he 
who rejects  this does not reject man, but God, who 
has also given us His Holy Spirit. 1 Thessalonians 
4:3-8
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Even as we are being sanctified daily, we are being 
transformed into the image of Christ.

Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the 
Lord  is, there  is  liberty. But we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding  as in a mirror  the glory of the Lord,  are 
being transformed into the same image from glory to 
glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 2 Corinthians 
3:17-18

How does this happen? A day at a time as we grow in Christ. 
It is a process of being “transformed” by the renewing of our 
mind.

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that you present your bodies  a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable to God,  which is  your  reasonable 
service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 
may  prove what  is  that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God. Romans 12:1-2
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Notice the two sides of sanctification —

1. be transformed by the renewing of your mind
2. do not be conformed to this world

The objective is to “prove what is that good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God.”
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Change

Jesus and His apostles preached “repentance” — real 
change. It is real change in the way we think, what we want, 
and how we behave. All of that testifies to our true salvation. 
How do we know if we have really changed?

One way is to “examine” yourself from time to time. The 
Greek word is dokimazo and means to “test.” The idea is to 
distinguish by testing and approve after testing.

For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he 
is nothing, he deceives himself.  But  let each one 
examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing 
in himself alone, and  not in another. For  each one 
shall bear his own load. Galatians 6:3-5
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Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. 
Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves,  that 
J e s u s C h r i s t i s i n y o u ? — u n l e s s i n d e e d 
you are disqualified. But I trust that you will know that 
we are not disqualified. 2 Corinthians 13:5-6

Change, true repentance and transformation, is what we 
should want. It is God’s objective for our lives. We should 
want that change more than anything in the world.

And we know that all things work together for good to 
those who love God, to those  who are the called 
according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He 
also predestined  to be conformed to the image of His 
Son,  that He might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He 
also  called; whom He called, these He also  justified; 
and whom He justified, these He also  glorified. 
Romans 8:28-30
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The Gospel’s Power

Preaching the Gospel has a purpose – to transform lives. The 
Gospel is not about tickling ears or promoting preachers. It’s 
about life transformation. That is front and center in the way 
Jesus proclaimed His Gospel. It should be front and center in 
our service as well.

The Apostle Paul wrote that he was “not ashamed of the 
gospel  of Christ, for  it is the power of God to salvation for 
everyone who believes,  for the Jew first and also for the 
Greek” (Romans 1:16). The Gospel of Christ is just what it 
says – “Christ’s Gospel.” It’s not good news from humans. It’s 
good news from God.

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ,  the Son 
of God. As it is written in the Prophets: ‘Behold, I send 
My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare 
Your way before You.’ ‘The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the  Lord; Make His 
paths straight.’  Mark 1:1-3
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The Gospel of Christ began with the fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecies concerning God sending a 
“messenger” to prepare the “way of the Lord.” John the 
Baptist was that messenger. How did John prepare the way? 
By preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of 
sins (Mark 1:4). John preached and baptized for the purpose 
that Jews would confess their sins in preparation for the 
coming of Israel’s Messiah. How did people respond to John’s 
preaching?

Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, 
went out to him and were all baptized by him in the 
Jordan River, confessing their sins. Mark 1:5

John baptized Jesus, even though Jesus had not committed 
any sins. Jesus’ baptism was not about confession. It was 
about “commission.” God the Father had sent His Son from 
Heaven to earth to preach Good News and die and rise from 
the dead to destroy the works of the devil.
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It came to pass in those days  that Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. And immediately, coming up  from the water, 
He saw the heavens parting and the Spirit descending 
upon Him like a dove.  Then a voice came from 
heaven,  ‘You are My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. Mark 1:9-11

And John bore witness, saying, ‘I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained 
upon Him. I did not know Him, but He who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see 
the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him,  this is 
He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen 
and testified that this is the Son of God. John 1:32-34

For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that 
He might destroy the works of the devil. 1 John 3:8
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The Gospel of Christ has a special power – the power to 
change people’s lives – now and forever. Here’s how Jesus 
explained that power:

So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought 
up. And as His custom was,  He went into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to 
read.  And He was handed the book of the prophet 
Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found 
the place where it was written: ‘The  Spirit of 
the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To 
preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal 
the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to  the captives 
And recovery of sight to  the  blind, To  set at liberty 
those who are oppressed; To proclaim the acceptable 
year of the  Lord.’ Then He closed the book, and 
gave  it back to the attendant and sat down. And the 
eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on 
Him.  And He began to say to them,  ‘Today this 
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’ Luke 4:16-21
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Notice key “transformation” verbs and who would experience 
transformation:

• preach to the poor

• heal the brokenhearted

• proclaim liberty to the captives

• recovery of sight to the blind

• set at liberty those who are oppressed

• proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord

• this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing

These were not idle words. By the time Jesus spoke at the 
synagogue in Nazareth (where He had grown up), He had 
already become well-known in the region for preaching the 
Gospel (Luke 4:14-15). Preaching, teaching and healing were 
at the heart of Jesus proclaiming repentance “for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:7).
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The Gospel in Galilee

Jesus began His public ministry in Galilee.

Then Jesus returned  in the power of the Spirit 
to Galilee, and news of Him went out through all the 
surrounding region. Luke 4:14

Here’s why He started in Galilee:

And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in 
Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of 
Zebulun and Naphtali,  that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: ‘The land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By  the way of the 
sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The 
people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, 
And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of 
death Light has dawned. From that time Jesus began 
to preach and to say,  ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” Matthew 4:13-17



Evangelistic Apologetics A Closer Look  of 36 101

Matthew quoted from Isaiah 9 and 42:

Nevertheless  the gloom will  not  be  upon her who  is 
distressed, As when at  first He lightly esteemed The 
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtal i , 
And afterward more heavily oppressed her, By the way 
of the sea, beyond the Jordan, In Galilee of the 
Gentiles. The people who walked in darkness Have 
seen a great light; Those who dwelt in the land of the 
shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined. Isaiah 
9:1-2

I, the Lord, have called You in righteousness, And will 
hold Your hand; I will keep You  and give You as a 
covenant to the people, As a light to the Gentiles, To 
open blind eyes, To  bring out prisoners from the 
prison, Those who sit in  darkness from the prison 
house. Isaiah 42:6-7
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Even though Jesus was born in Bethlehem and spent time 
there with his parents as an infant, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and told him to take Jesus 
and Mary and flee to Egypt – “for Herod will seek the young 
Child to destroy Him” (Matthew 2:13). When King Herod was 
dead, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and told him to return to Israel with Jesus and Mary. Joseph 
decided to go into the region of Galilee based on another 
dream. Matthew wrote – “And he came and dwelt in a city 
called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the prophets, ‘He shall be called a Nazarene” (Matthew 2:23).
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The Gospel in Nazareth

The term “Nazarene” was used for someone who was 
despised. We see that in John 1 when Nathanael asked, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46) We are 
reminded by Isaiah that the Messiah would be “despised and 
rejected by men” (Isaiah 53:3). King David also said that the 
Messiah would be a “reproach of men, and despised by the 
people” (Psalm 22:6).

Nazareth was apparently where Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
grew up:

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by 
God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth,  to a 
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. Luke 
1:26-27
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Joseph, the step-father of Jesus, was also from Nazareth or 
lived nearby:

Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judea, to  the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David,  to be registered with Mary,  his 
betrothed wife, who was with child. Luke 2:4-5

We know that Jesus grew up in Nazareth. He lived there as a 
young child and was still there at the age of twelve:

And when He was twelve years old, they went up to 
Jerusalem according to the  custom of the feast … 
Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, 
and was subject to them, but His mother kept all these 
things in her heart.  And Jesus  increased in wisdom 
and stature,  and in favor with God and men. Luke 
2:42, 51-52
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As far as we know, Jesus continued to live in Nazareth until 
the people of the small village tried to kill Him. I say small 
because Nazareth was estimated to have only 400 people in 
the early part of the 1st century AD. Jesus and his family 
would have been well known in the village as we see from the 
villagers’ reaction to His teaching in the synagogue:

And they said, ‘Is this not Joseph’s son?’ Luke 4:22

And many hearing  Him  were  astonished, saying, 
‘Where  did  this Man  get  these things? And what 
wisdom is this which is given to Him, that such mighty 
works are performed by His hands!  Is this not the 
carpenter, the Son of Mary, and  brother of James, 
Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are not His sisters 
here with us?’ So they were offended at Him. Mark 
6:2-3
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They knew Jesus as being the son of Joseph and Mary, 
having brothers and sisters, and being a carpenter by trade. 
They were not able to accept Him as the Messiah or even a 
prophet.

But Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is not without honor 
except in his own country, among his own relatives, 
and in his own house.’ Now He could do no mighty 
work there, except that He laid His hands on a few 
sick people and healed  them. And  He marveled 
because of their unbelief.  Then He went about the 
villages in a circuit, teaching. Mark 6:4-6

That is amazing when you think about it. Jesus spent most of 
His life in Nazareth. We know from Luke 2:51-52 that Jesus 
was subject (obedient) to His earthly parents and “increased 
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” That 
meant the people of Nazareth would have known Jesus to be 
a wise and obedient son, someone who would have their 
favor. Yet, when faced with the proposition that this Jesus they 
knew was also the Messiah God had promised to Israel was 
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beyond their comprehension. No wonder Jesus said that a 
prophet is not without honor except in his own country, among 
his own relatives, and in his own house. The people of 
Nazareth rejected Jesus as Messiah.

Courtesy: Luther Seminary
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Nazareth was located in the southern (lower) part of Galilee. 
Galilee was located in the northern (upper) part of Israel. 
Syria was to its north and west. Decapolis was located to its 
southeast. Samaria was to its south, along with Judea which 
was located south of Samaria. Galilee was a route for 
Gentiles entering and leaving Israel during Jesus’ lifetime.
Nazareth was located about 64 miles north of Jerusalem and 
about 20 miles from Capernaum.
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The Gospel in Capernaum

After the people of Nazareth attempted unsuccessfully to 
throw Jesus over a cliff, He went to Capernaum. We learn a 
lot about Jesus’ early ministry by what He did in Capernaum. 
One of the first things we notice is His authority in both word 
and deed:

Then He went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, 
and was teaching them on the Sabbaths.  And they 
were astonished at His teaching, for His word was with 
authority. Now in the synagogue there was a man who 
had a spirit of an unclean demon. And he cried out 
with a loud voice, saying, ‘Let usalone! What have we 
to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to 
destroy us?  I know who You are—the Holy One of 
God!’ But Jesus rebuked him, saying,  ‘Be quiet, and 
come out of him!’ And when the demon had thrown 
him in  their midst, it came out of him and did not hurt 
him.  Then they were all amazed and spoke among 
themselves, saying, ‘What a word this  is!  For with 
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authority and power He commands the unclean spirits, 
and they come out.’ And the report about Him went out 
into every place in the surrounding region. Luke 
4:31-37

The people of Capernaum had never seen anyone with that 
kind of authority. Jesus healed people who were sick with 
various diseases. “He laid His hands on every one of them 
and healed them” (Luke 4:40). Jesus also cast demons out of 
many people. The demons knew that Jesus was “the Christ, 
the Son of God,” but He would not allow them to speak. The 
people of Capernaum wanted Jesus to stay in their city and 
continue to teach and heal, but He said “I must preach the 
kingdom of God to the other cities also, because for this 
purpose I have been sent” (Luke 4:43). Jesus left Capernaum 
and preached in other synagogues of Galilee. He would return 
to Capernaum many times during His earthly ministry.
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Capernaum was a town of about 15-hundred people located 
on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee. Also known as 
Lake of Gennesaret (Luke 5:1) and Sea of Tiberius (John 6:1), 
the Sea of Galilee was a large body of water (13 miles long 
and mile wide – an estimated 41-thousand acre lake) where 
many people made their living by fishing.

Jesus transformed the lives of four fishermen by calling them 
to become His disciples:

And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw 
Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the 
sea; for they were fishermen.  Then Jesus said to 
them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers 
of men.’ They immediately left their nets and followed 
Him. When He had gone a little farther from there, He 
saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, 
who also  were  in the boat mending their nets.  And 
immediately He called them, and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went 
after Him. Mark 1:16-20
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Changing Lives in Galilee

And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in 
Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of 
Zebulun and Naphtali. Matthew 4:13

Zebulun and Napthtali were two of Jacob’s sons. Their 
descendants received an inheritance in the northeast region 
of “the promised land” that was located in the northeast 
region. This region became known as Galilee and would play 
an important role in the Messianic future of Israel.

As when at  first He lightly esteemed The land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, And afterward more 
heavily oppressed her, By the way of the sea, beyond 
the Jordan, In Galilee of the Gentiles. The people who 
walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those 
who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, Upon 
them a light has shined. Isaiah 9:1-2
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And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in 
Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of 
Zebulun and Naphtali,  that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: ‘The land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By  the way of the 
sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The 
people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, 
And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of 
death Light has dawned.” Matthew 4:13-16

God the Father selected Galilee to be where God the Son 
would begin His earthly ministry. Jesus was the “Light” that 
dawned in Galilee. He healed the sick, raised the dead, cast 
out demons and proclaimed the Gospel. The people living in 
Galilee were walking in great darkness. They were dwelling in 
the land of the shadow of death. Jesus of Nazareth, “the true 
Light which gives light to every man coming into the world” 
(John 1:9), shined brightly among the Galileans.
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Jesus came to “seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 
19:10). He came to preach the Gospel and transform lives 
and did it publicly in ways that proved He had come with 
God’s direct authority. Jesus presented Himself to His own 
people at the synagogue in Nazareth, but they rejected Him. 
Jesus left Nazareth and presented Himself to the people of 
Capernaum.

Then He went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, 
and was teaching them on the Sabbaths.  And they 
were astonished at His teaching, for His word was with 
authority. Now in the synagogue there was a man who 
had a spirit of an unclean demon. And he cried out 
with a loud voice, saying, ‘Let us alone! What have we 
to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to 
destroy us?  I know who You are—the Holy One of 
God! But Jesus rebuked him, saying,  ‘Be quiet, and 
come out of him!’ And when the demon had thrown 
him in  their midst, it came out of him and did not hurt 
him.  Then they were all amazed and spoke among 
themselves, saying, ‘What a word this  is!  For with 
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authority and power He commands the unclean spirits, 
and they come out.’ And the report about Him went out 
into every place in the surrounding region. Luke 
4:31-37

Notice that the people in the synagogue in Capernaum did not 
thrust Jesus out of the building and try to throw Him over a 
cliff. They recognized that something amazing had happened 
in front of their eyes. The people were astonished at His 
teaching because His “word was with authority.” They were 
amazed at Jesus’ “authority and power” because He 
commanded the unclean spirits, “and they come out.”

Jesus demonstrated His authority by word and deed and 
continued to do that throughout His earthly ministry. He left 
the synagogue and entered the house of Simon Peter who 
lived in Capernaum.
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Now He arose from the synagogue and entered 
Simon’s house. But Simon’s wife’s mother was  sick 
with a high fever, and they  made request of Him 
concerning her. So He stood over her and rebuked the 
fever, and it left her. And immediately she arose and 
served them. When the sun was setting, all those who 
had any that were sick with various diseases brought 
them to Him; and He laid His hands on every one of 
them and healed them. And demons also came out of 
many, crying out and saying,  ‘You are  the Christ, the 
Son of God!’ And He,  rebuking  them,  did not allow 
them to speak, for they knew that He was the Christ. 
Luke 4:38-41



Evangelistic Apologetics A Closer Look  of 53 101

Healing in Galilee

As we read through the Gospels we see that Jesus healed 
many people in Galilee. Though we find many specific 
examples of individual healings, the actual number was most 
likely in the hundreds or even thousands during the period of 
more than three years that Jesus preached.

And Jesus went about all Galilee,  teaching in their 
synagogues , p reach ing  the gospe l o f the 
kingdom,  and healing all kinds of sickness and all 
kinds of disease among the people. Matthew 4:23

When evening had come, they brought to Him many 
who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the 
spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick. 
Matthew 8:16



Evangelistic Apologetics A Closer Look  of 54 101

Then Jesus went about a l l the c i t ies and 
villages,  teaching in their synagogues, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness 
and every disease among the people. Matthew 9:35

But when Jesus knew it, He withdrew from there. And 
great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them all. 
Matthew 12:15

And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; 
and He  was moved with compassion for them, and 
healed their sick. Matthew 14:14

Jesus departed from there, skirted the Sea of Galilee, 
and went up on the mountain and sat down 
there. Then great multitudes came to Him, having with 
them the lame, blind, mute, maimed, and many others; 
and they laid them down at Jesus’ feet, and He healed 
them. Matthew 15:29-30
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And He came down with them and stood on a level 
place with a crowd of His disciples  and a great 
multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and 
from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to 
hear Him and be healed of their diseases, as well as 
those who were tormented with unclean spirits. And 
they were healed.  And the whole multitude  sought 
to  touch Him, for  power went out from Him and 
healed them all. Luke 6:17-19

Some of the individuals Jesus healed in Galilee included the 
centurion’s servant (Matthew 8), Peter’s mother-in-law 
(Matthew 8), two demon-possessed men (Matthew 8), a 
paralytic (Matthew 9), two blind men (Matthew 9), a mute man 
(Matthew 9), a man with a withered hand (Matthew 12), a 
woman’s daughter (Matthew 15), an epileptic child (Matthew 
17), a woman who had “had a flow of blood for twelve 
years, and had suffered many things from many physicians” 
(Mark 5), lepers (Matthew 8; Mark 1; Luke 5; 17), and the 
daughter of a synagogue ruler (Mark 5 – the girl died before 
Jesus arrived at their house, so the Lord raised her from the 
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dead). Jesus also raised others from the dead (Luke 7; John 
11).

Jesus continued His healing ministry when He traveled from 
Galilee to Judea.

Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these 
sayings,  that He departed from Galilee and came to 
the region of Judea beyond the Jordan.  And great 
multitudes followed Him, and He healed them there. 
Matthew 19:1-2

Then  the  blind and  the  lame came to Him in the 
temple, and He healed them. Matthew 21:14

Jesus healed a paralyzed man at the Pool of Bethesda (John 
5) and even healed one of the men in the group of people 
who came to arrest Jesus (Luke 22).
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Jesus also gave His disciples the power and authority to cast 
out demons and cure disease.

Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave 
them power and authority over all demons, and to cure 
diseases. He sent them to preach the kingdom of God 
and to heal the sick. Luke 9:1-2

Healing and raising the dead demonstrated powerfully that 
Jesus was sent from God as the promised Messiah of Israel. 
Jesus pointed that out to the disciples of John the Baptist who 
questioned Him about being the Messiah.

Jesus answered and said to them,  ‘Go and tell John 
the things which you hear and see:  The  blind see 
and  the  lame walk;  the  lepers are cleansed 
and  the  deaf hear;  the  dead are raised up 
and  the  poor have the gospel preached to them. 
Matthew 11:4-5
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The miracles that Jesus performed and the Gospel He 
preached were absolute evidence that He was the promised 
Messiah.
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Jesus – Preacher of Good News

The purpose of this series is to address the challenge our 
Lord has given Christians to preach the Gospel and make 
disciples. We are doing that by looking deeply into the basics 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and how to share it effectively 
with family, friends, and others who God leads into our lives.

Much is made of healing and miracles in churches today. 
Unfortunately, many of those who promote healing and 
miracles do little preaching of the Gospel. I encourage those 
people to read the Gospels, the Book of Acts, and the 
apostolic letters in the New Testament to see how Jesus and 
the apostles used ‘signs and wonders’ for the express 
purpose of confirming the authenticity of the preaching the 
Gospel of Christ. The preaching of the Gospel must be first 
and utmost in every Christian’s ministry.
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The word “preach” is synonymous with the ministry of Jesus 
of Nazareth.

Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in 
prison, He departed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, 
He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the 
sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali … From 
that time Jesus began to preach and to say,  ‘Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven  is at hand.’ Matthew 
4:12-13, 17

And Jesus went about all Galilee,  teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching  the gospel of the kingdom… 
Matthew 4:23

Then Jesus went about a l l the c i t ies and 
villages,  teaching in their synagogues, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom… Matthew 9:35

Now it came to pass, when Jesus finished 
commanding His twelve disciples, that He departed 
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from there to  teach and to preach in their cities. 
Matthew 11:1

Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through 
every city and village, preaching and bringing the glad 
t i d i n g s o f t h e k i n g d o m o f G o d . A n d t h e 
twelve were with Him. Luke 8:1

Now  it happened on one of those days, as He taught 
the people in the temple and preached the 
gospel, that the chief priests and the scribes, together 
with the elders, confronted Him. Luke 20:1

Jesus also taught His disciples the importance of preaching 
the Gospel and they did it:

Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and 
what you hear in the ear, preach on the housetops. 
Matthew 10:27
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And daily  in the temple, and in every house,  they did 
not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 
Acts 5:42

Notice that the early disciples did not cease to teach and 
preach “Jesus as the Christ.” That was the primary message 
of Jewish disciples in the early days following the Lord’s 
death, resurrection, and ascension. The Apostle Peter, on the 
Day of Pentecost, ended his sermon with these words about 
Messiah Jesus:

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly 
that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Christ. Acts 2:36
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Earliest Sermons in Acts

As you look at other sermons by Peter and Stephen, you will 
see them calling on Israel to repent for the sin of killing the 
Messiah and their individual sins. That was the Gospel of the 
Kingdom they preached.

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, 
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?’ Then Peter said 
to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the  remission of sins; 
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 
promise is to you and to your children, and to all who 
are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” 
Acts 2:37-39
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The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of 
our fathers,  glorified His Servant Jesus, whom 
you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, 
when he was determined to let  Him  go.  But you 
denied  the Holy One  and the Just, and  asked for a 
murderer to be granted to you, and killed the Prince of 
life, whom God raised from the dead, of which we are 
witnesses. Acts 3:13-15

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 
‘Rulers of the people and elders of Israel: If we this 
day are judged for a good deed  done  to a helpless 
man, by what means he has been made well, let it be 
known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this 
man stands here before you whole. This is the  ‘stone 
which was rejected by you builders, which has 
become the chief cornerstone.’ Nor is there salvation 
in any other, for there is no other name under heaven 
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given among men by which we must be saved.” Acts 
4:8-12

But Peter and the  other  apostles answered and 
said:  “We ought to obey God rather than men.  The 
God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you 
murdered by hanging on a tree. Him God has exalted 
to His right hand  to be  Prince and  Savior,  to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we 
are His witnesses to these things, and so also  is  the 
Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey 
Him. Acts 5:29-32

You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! 
You always resist the Holy Spir i t ; as your 
fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did your 
fathers not persecute? And they killed those who 
foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now 
have become the betrayers and murderers, who have 
received the law by the direction of angels and have 
not kept it. Acts 7:51-53
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Signs and Wonders

Did ‘signs and wonders’ follow the preaching of the Gospel? 
Absolutely! Why? Because signs and wonders “confirmed” to 
those who heard the preaching that the message was from 
God.

Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a 
Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and 
signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you 
yourselves also know— Acts 2:22

And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord 
working with  them  and confirming the word through 
the accompanying signs. Amen. Mark 16:20
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That’s the reason we see so many signs, wonders, miracles, 
and healings in the Gospels and early days of Acts. Anyone 
could claim to be the Messiah. Anyone could claim to be an 
apostle of Christ. Anyone could claim to be a prophet of God. 
However, just as when Moses confronted Pharaoh with God’s 
demands, signs and wonders confirmed that Moses was 
God’s prophet.

He brought them out, after he had shown wonders and 
signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and in 
the wilderness forty years. Acts 7:36

The same was true with the preaching of Jesus. When John 
the Baptist questioned from prison whether Jesus was the 
promised Messiah, Jesus said:

Jesus answered and said to them,  ‘Go and tell John 
t h e t h i n g s y o u h a v e s e e n a n d 
heard:  that  the  blind  see,  the  lame walk,  the  lepers 
are  cleansed,  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead are 
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raised,  the  poor have the gospel preached to them. 
Luke 7:22

The signs and wonders of the blind seeing, the lame walking, 
lepers cleansed, the deaf hearing, and the dead raised to life, 
the poor having the Gospel preached to them, confirmed that 
Jesus was the Messiah.

The same was true of the preaching of the apostles:

Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders 
and signs were done through the apostles. Acts 2:43

Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your 
servants  that with all boldness they may speak Your 
word,  by stretching out Your hand to heal,  and that 
signs and wonders may be done  through the name 
of  Your holy Servant Jesus.’ And when they had 
prayed,  the place where they were assembled 
together was shaken; and they were all filled with the 
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Holy Spirit,  and they spoke the word of God with 
boldness. Acts 4:29-31

And through the hands of the apostles many signs and 
wonders were done among the people. And they were 
all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. Yet  none of 
the rest dared join them,  but the people esteemed 
them highly. And believers were increasingly added to 
the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, so that 
they brought the sick out into the streets and 
laid  them  on beds and couches,  that at least the 
shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of 
them. Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding 
cities to Jerusalem, bringing  sick people and those 
who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were 
all healed. Acts 5:12-16

And Stephen, fu l l o f  fa i th and power, d id 
great wonders and signs among the people. Acts 6:8
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Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking 
boldly in the Lord,  who was bearing witness to the 
word of His grace, granting signs and wonders to be 
done by their hands. Acts 14:3

It’s interesting to note that Acts 14:3 is the last time we find 
the phrase “signs and wonders” written in Acts. Paul did use 
the phrase “miracles and wonders” in Acts 15 as confirmation 
that God was working through his preaching to the Gentiles. 
That’s the last time the word “wonders” is used in Acts.

The Apostle Paul did use the phrase “mighty signs and 
wonders” in Romans 15 as he wrote about God’s confirmation 
of his ministry “from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I 
have fully preached the gospel of Christ.” Paul used similar 
phrases as evidence to his apostleship in 2 Corinthians 12.

In all of these examples, we find that the message is the 
focus. Signs and wonders confirm that the message is from 
God. People are saved through the preaching of the Gospel.
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What Jesus Preached

Jesus preached about the coming Kingdom of God (Heaven) 
and the need for God’s people, Israel, to repent. The Gospel 
writers often used the phrase, “gospel of the kingdom.”

From that time Jesus began to preach and to 
say,  ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven  is at hand. 
Matthew 4:17

And Jesus went about all Galilee,  teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching  the gospel of the kingdom. 
Matthew 4:23

Then Jesus went about a l l the c i t ies and 
villages,  teaching in their synagogues, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom. Matthew 9:35

And as you go, preach, saying,  ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.’ Matthew 107
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And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all 
the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the 
end will come. Matthew 24:14

Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 
and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and  the kingdom of 
God  is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.’ 
Mark 1:14-15

… but He said to them, ‘I must preach the kingdom of 
God to the other cities also, because for this purpose I 
have been sent.’ Luke 4:43

Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through 
every city and village, preaching and bringing the glad 
tidings of the kingdom of God. Luke 8:1

He sent them to preach the kingdom of God. Luke 9:2
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But when the multitudes knew  it,  they followed Him; 
and He received them and spoke to them about the 
kingdom of God. Luke 9:11

Jesus said to him, Let the dead bury their own dead, 
but you go and preach the kingdom of God.’ Luke 9:60

The law and the prophets were until John. Since that 
time the kingdom of God has been preached, and 
everyone is pressing into it. Luke 16:16

There should be no question among Christians that Jesus 
preached the Gospel of God’s Kingdom. He made that clear 
throughout His earthly ministry.

The Lord’s apostles continued preaching about the Kingdom 
of God after Jesus returned to Heaven.

But when they believed Philip as he preached the 
things concerning the kingdom of God and the name 
of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized. 
Acts 8:12
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And indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I 
have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my 
face no more. Acts 20:25

I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will judge the living and the dead  at His 
appearing and His kingdom:  Preach the word! Be 
r e a d y i n s e a s o n  a n d  o u t o f 
season.  Convince,  rebuke,  exhort , wi th al l 
longsuffering and teaching. 2 Timothy 4:1-2

Jesus explained many aspects of entering into the ‘Kingdom 
of God’ as He preached.

But  seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to 
you. Matthew 6:33

Then Jesus said to His disciples,  ‘Assuredly, I say to 
you that  it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a 
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camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God.’ Matthew 19:23-24

Which of the two did the will of his  father?’ They said 
to Him, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Assuredly, I say 
to you that tax collectors and harlots enter the 
kingdom of God before you. Matthew 21:31

Therefore I say to you,  the kingdom of God will be 
taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits 
of it. Matthew 21:43

But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and 
said to them, ‘Let the little children come to Me, and do 
not forbid them; for  of such is the kingdom of God. 
Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter 
it.’ Mark 10:14-15
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Then Jesus looked around and said to His 
disciples,  ‘How hard it is for those who have riches to 
enter the kingdom of God!’ And the disciples were 
astonished at His words. But Jesus answered again 
and said to them,  ‘Children, how hard it is  for 
those  who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of 
God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a  rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God.’ Mark 10:23-25

Now when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, He 
said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’ 
Mark 12:34

Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and 
said: ‘Blessed are you poor, For yours is the kingdom 
of God. Luke 6:20

And He said,  ‘To you it has been given to know 
the ‘mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it 
is given  in parables, that ‘Seeing they may not see, 
And hearing they may not understand.’ Luke 8:10
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‘The very dust of your city which clings to us we wipe 
off against you. Nevertheless know this, that the 
kingdom of God has come near you.’ Luke 10:11

But if I cast out demons with the finger of God, surely 
the kingdom of God has come upon you. Luke 11:20

There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth,  when 
you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the 
prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust 
out. They will come from the east and the west, from 
the north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom 
of God. Luke 13:28-29

Now when one of those who sat at the table with Him 
heard these things, he said to Him, ‘Blessed is he who 
shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!’ Luke 14:15
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Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the 
kingdom of God would come, He answered them and 
said,  ‘The kingdom of God does not come with 
observation;  nor will they say,  ‘See here!’ or ‘See 
there!’ For indeed,  the kingdom of God is within you.’ 
Luke 17:20-21

Jesus answered and said to him,  ‘Most assuredly, I 
say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.’ John 3:3

Jesus answered, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. John 3:5

The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that 
Jesus began both to do and teach,  until the day in 
which  He was taken up, after He through the Holy 
Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom 
He had chosen,  to whom He also presented Himself 
alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being 
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seen by them during forty days and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God. Acts 1:1-3

Jesus started and ended His earthly ministry by “speaking of 
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” Jesus was laser 
focused on the Gospel of the Kingdom of God.
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Faith in the King of Love

Jesus also preached “faith” in Him as King of His Kingdom. 
Jesus was a different kind of King. He was going to give His 
lives for His people. That was not what kings usually did. They 
conquered other kings. However, Jesus had come to conquer 
sin and death, which are a far worse enemy than any earthly 
king. Why did He give His life to save people from sin and 
death? Because He loved them.

Humans are all born under the wrath of God (Ephesians 
2:1-3). We desperately need God’s forgiveness, but how can 
we receive His forgiveness when none of us have done 
anything worthy of it? (Romans 3:9-20)
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Here are some examples of how King Jesus proclaimed His 
love, and the faith we must have to enter His Eternal 
Kingdom.

For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send 
His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that 
the world through Him might be saved. John 3:16-17

For when we were still without strength,  in due 
time  Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a 
righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good 
man someone would even dare to die.  But  God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, 
having now been justified  by His blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through Him. Romans 5:6-9
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What then shall we say to these things?  If God  is  for 
us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His 
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He 
not with Him also freely give us all things? Who shall 
bring a charge against God’s elect?  It is  God who 
justifies. Who  is  he who condemns?  It is Christ who 
died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the 
right hand of God,  who also makes intercession for 
us.  Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is 
written: ‘For Your sake we are killed all day long; We 
are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.’ Yet in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us.  For I am persuaded that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, 
nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor 
depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:31-39
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So they said,  ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
you will be saved, you and your household.’ Then they 
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were 
in his house. And he took them the same hour of the 
night and washed  their  stripes. And immediately he 
and all his  family were baptized. Now when he had 
brought them into his house, he set food before them; 
and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his 
household. Acts 16:31-34

But what does it say?  ‘The word is near you, in your 
mouth and in your heart’  (that is, the word of faith 
which we preach): that if you confess with your mouth 
the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with 
the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation. Romans 
10:8-10
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But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us, even when we were dead 
in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by 
grace you have been saved),  and raised  us  up 
together, and made  us  si t together  in the 
heavenly  places  in Christ Jesus,  that in the ages to 
come He might show the exceeding riches of His 
grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For 
by grace you have been saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 
anyone should  boast.  For we are  His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 
Ephesians 2:4-10

The message that Jesus and His apostles preached is clear. 
We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. We are 
saved because God loved us, even when we were dead in 
sin. He made us alive together with Christ, and raised us up 
together to be with King Jesus forever in His Eternal Kingdom.



Evangelistic Apologetics A Closer Look  of 87 101



Evangelistic Apologetics A Closer Look  of 88 101

The Pure Gospel

How does the Gospel that Jesus of Nazareth preached 2,000 
years ago affect our evangelistic ministry today? Keep in mind 
that Jesus Christ is the Creator of our world and everything in 
it (e.g. John 1:1-4; Colossians 1:15-16). Also, remember that 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit designed salvation and 
the Gospel message before time began, before the foundation 
of the world (e.g. Ephesians 1:3-6; 2 Timothy 1:9; Titus 1:2; 1 
Peter 1:20). It is logical and reasonable to look to the way that 
our Creator, Jesus Christ, preached the Gospel and taught 
His disciples to preach and see it as a clear directive for our 
Gospel preaching ministry today.

To think that Christians today need to change the 
methodology of preaching the Gospel from the way Jesus and 
His apostles preached is ludicrous. However, that’s exactly 
what many Christians have done. They’ve changed both the 
Gospel and the way it’s presented to unbelievers. Big 
mistake.
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The Gospel (good news) that God designed in eternity for 
Jesus Christ to preach in time is “pure.” That means the 
message Christ preached is not “mixed or  adulterated” with 
any other message.

One of the primary reasons the Apostle Paul was so upset 
with what happened in the churches of Galatia was because 
they were allowing the Gospel of Christ to be adulterated with 
another message. Paul called the mixed-adulterated gospel “a 
different gospel.” Paul told the Christians in Galatia that 
anyone who preached any other gospel than what he had 
preached to them was attempting to “trouble” them by 
“perverting” the true Gospel of Christ. He went on to write –

“But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel to you than what we have preached to 
you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so 
now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel 
to you  than what you have received, let him be 
accursed. Galatians 1:8-9



Evangelistic Apologetics A Closer Look  of 90 101

The pure Gospel of Christ is free of perversion and 
contamination. It is the pure Truth of God. Change it in any 
way and it becomes a false Gospel.

We can learn much about the importance of purity by looking 
at the Mosaic Laws concerning purity. Why so much 
emphasis on cleansing, washing, and purification? Because 
that is what God demands. He is Holy and those approach 
Him must come to Him as He commands. People are not 
holy, thus they must approach God through a purification 
process. You can read through the Old Testament writings of 
Leviticus and Numbers to learn more about what God’s 
people were required to do. You can also read through the 
Old Testament to see how God required blood sacrificial 
offerings of animals and birds. They had an important purpose 
— to point us to the sacrificial work of Jesus Christ on the 
Cross.
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Notice the number of times that purification and atonement 
are mentioned in these verses —

For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given 
it to you upon the altar  to make atonement for your 
souls; for  it  is the blood that makes atonement for the 
soul.’ Leviticus 17:11

The anointed priest shall bring some of the bull’s blood 
to the tabernacle of meeting. Then the priest shall dip 
his finger in the blood and sprinkle  it  seven times 
before the  Lord, in front of the veil.  And he shall 
put  some  of the blood on the horns of the altar 
which  is before the Lord, which  is  in the tabernacle of 
meeting; and he shall pour the remaining blood at the 
base of the altar of burnt offering, which is at the door 
of the tabernacle of meeting. He shall take all the fat 
from it and burn it on the altar. And he shall do with the 
bull as he did with the bull as a sin offering; thus he 
shall do with it. So the priest shall make atonement for 
them, and it shall be forgiven them.  Then he shall 
carry the bull outside the camp, and burn it as he 
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burned the first bull. It  is  a sin offering for the 
assembly. Leviticus 4:16-21

But Christ came as High Priest of  the good things  to 
come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle 
not made wi th hands, that is , not of th is 
creation.  Not  with the blood of goats and calves, 
but  with His own blood He entered the Most Holy 
Place  once for all,  having obtained eternal 
redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the 
ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for 
the  purifying of the flesh,  how much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God? And for this 
reason  He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by 
means of death, for the redemption of the 
transgressions under the first covenant, that  those 
who are called may receive the promise of the eternal 
inheritance. Hebrews 9:11-15
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Therefore  it was  necessary that  the copies of the 
things in the heavens should be  purified with these, 
but the heavenly things themselves with better 
sacrifices than these. For Christ has not entered the 
holy places made with hands, which are copies of the 
true, but into heaven itself, now  to appear in the 
presence of God for us;  not that He should offer 
Himself often, as  the high priest enters the Most Holy 
Place every year with blood of another—  He then 
would have had to suffer often since the foundation of 
the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, He 
has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself. And as it is appointed for men to die once, but 
after this the judgment, so Christ was offered once to 
bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for 
Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for 
salvation. Hebrews 9:23-28
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For the law, having a  shadow of the good things to 
come, and not the very image of the things, can never 
with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually 
year by year, make those who approach perfect. For 
then would they not have ceased to be offered? For 
the worshipers, once  purified, would have had no 
more consciousness of sins.  But in those  sacrifices 
there is  a reminder of sins every year.  For  it is  not 
possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take 
away sins. Therefore, when He came into the world, 
He said: ‘Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But 
a body You have prepared for Me. In burnt offerings 
and  sacrifices  for sin You had no pleasure. Then I 
said, ‘Behold, I have come— In the volume of the book 
it is written of Me— To do Your will, O God.’ Previously 
saying,  ‘Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, 
and  offerings  for sin You did not desire, nor had 
pleasure  in them” (which are offered according to the 
law),  then He said,  “Behold, I have come to do Your 
will,  O God.’  He takes away the first that He may 
establish the second.  By that will we have 
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been  sanctified  through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once  for all. And every priest 
stands  ministering daily and offering repeatedly the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But 
this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins 
forever, sat down at the right hand of God,  from that 
time waiting  ti l l His enemies are made His 
footstool. For by one offering He has perfected forever 
those who are being sanctified. But the Holy Spirit also 
witnesses to us; for after He had said before, 
‘This  is  the covenant that I will make with them after 
those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws into their 
hearts, and in their minds I will write them,‘ then He 
adds,  ‘Their sins and their lawless deeds I will 
remember no more.’ Now where there is remission of 
these, there is no longer an offering for sin. Therefore, 
brethren, having boldness to enter  the Holiest by the 
blood of Jesus,  by a new and  living way which He 
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His 
flesh,  and  having  a High Priest over the house of 
God,  let us  draw near with a true heart  in full 
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assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an 
evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 
water. Hebrews 10:1-22

The message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the message 
God designed in eternity. It is pure and must be presented in 
all its purity. Anything less, as Paul wrote, is anathema – 
accursed.
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Jesus Preaches the Pure Gospel

Jesus lived a sinless life. He was the spotless Lamb of God —

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and 
said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world! John 1:29

Jesus obeyed the Mosaic Law at every point throughout His 
ministry. In fact, He came to fulfill the Law —

Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the 
Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 
Matthew 5:17

Jesus lived a pure, sinless life. He was perfect in every way. 
Every Word He spoke was perfect. Jesus was unlike any man 
who had ever lived before Him.
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For such a High Priest was fitting for us,  who 
is  holy,  harmless, undefiled, separate from 
s inners,  and has become higher than the 
heavens;  who does not need daily, as those high 
priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and 
then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when 
He offered up Himself. For the law appoints as high 
priests men who have weakness, but the word of the 
oath, which came after the law, appoints the Son who 
has been perfected forever. Hebrews 7:26-28

It is from that position of perfection that Jesus began His 
Gospel preaching ministry —

From that time Jesus began to preach and to 
say,  ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven  is at hand. 
Matthew 4:17

The time is fulfilled, and  the kingdom of God  is at 
hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel. Mark 1:15
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Then Jesus returned  in the power of the Spirit 
to Galilee, and news of Him went out through all the 
surrounding region.  And He  taught in their 
synagogues,  being glorified by all. So He came 
to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as 
His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day, and stood up to read.  And He was 
handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He 
had opened the book, He found the place where it was 
written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He 
has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He 
has sent Me  to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim 
liberty to  the  captives And recovery of sight 
to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 
To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.’ Then He 
closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and 
sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the 
synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to 
them,  ‘Today this Scripture is  fulfilled in your hearing.’ 
Luke 4:14-21
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As we read through the Gospels we see how Jesus preached 
His Gospel. He did so with great purpose, organization, and 
power. Jesus never wasted a moment of time – never wasted 
a Word – never wasted a movement. He was and is the 
Perfect God/Man. Though we are human beings and subject 
to so many fallacies, we can still learn from the Master about 
how to best use our time, talents, and energy to accomplish 
His will for our lives.

Jesus never compromised His Gospel. He never allowed it to 
be polluted, corrupted, or watered down. He never became 
too tired or frustrated so as to let His Gospel become less 
than perfect and pure. We should aim for that same thing in 
our lives. Let us never allow anything in life to corrupt what 
God has entrusted to us – His pure Gospel.
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Next eBook

We will look at how Jesus preached and discipled those who 
believed in Him – in the next part of our special 
series, Evangelistic Apologetics – A Closer Look. 
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