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We have spent the last several years looking at the 

layman’s guide to false preachers and teachers (the 

Bible). You can read the first part of the series here.

You will find a list of the topics we would look at in 

this series in that first part. Here’s a reminder:

https://faithandselfdefense.com/2019/06/28/a-laymans-guide-to-false-preachers-and-teachers-part-1/
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Spiritual Parasite and Wolves List

Here’s a  Spiritual Parasite and Wolves List  to help identify 
false preachers and teachers who may be targeting you or 
others in your family, church family or sphere of influence’. We 
are using information available in A Layman’s Guide to False 
Preachers and Teachers for this list.

• false preachers and teachers are ungodly and dangerous 
to your spiritual health

• false preachers and teachers are everywhere and into 
everything ‘Christian’

• false preachers and teachers claim to speak for God, but 
are really spokespeople for the enemy of Christ (Satan)

• false preachers and teachers have one purpose and that 
is to promote themselves and dominate people

• false preachers and teachers accomplish that by raising 
(read praising) themselves and lowering (read 
diminishing, demoting, denigrating) God

• false preachers and teachers cause divisions  between 
Christians and within churches
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• false preachers and teachers claim God ‘speaks’ or 
‘appears’ directly to them, so they know things others 
cannot know by simply reading the Bible

• false preachers and teachers claim to see ‘visions,’ 
but their visions are false and deceptive

• false preachers and teachers manipulate people for their 
(false preachers and teachers)  benefit rather than 
‘minister’ to people for their (people’s) benefit

• false preachers and teachers present a message that is 
different than Jesus Christ and His apostles

• false preachers and teachers are depraved and doomed

• false preachers and teachers will be known by their fruit

• false preachers and teachers are able to disguise 
themselves and appear as sheep — but are in fact 
wolves who feed off unsuspecting people
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We’ve looked closely at the first two points on the list, so let’s 
move to the third.
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#3 –  false preachers and teachers claim to 

speak for God, but are really spokespeople for 

the enemy of Christ (Satan)

False preachers and teachers are not just wrong in their 
preaching and teaching; they are actually mouthpieces for 
Satan. They are agents (representatives) of the devil. Just as 
a Christian preacher and teacher represent God and speak 
for Him, false preachers and teachers represent and speak for 
Satan.

Does that sound too harsh? Think we should tone that 
statement down a bit? Why would we do that given what 
Jesus and the apostles said about false preachers and 
teachers?

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You 
will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes 
from thornbushes or figs from thistles? Matthew 
7:15-16
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And then many will be offended, will betray one 
another, and will hate one another. Then many false 
prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because 
lawlessness will abound, the love of many will 
grow cold. Matthew 24:10-12

Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here  is the Christ!’ 
or, ‘Look,  He is  there!’ do not believe it.  For false 
christs and false prophets will rise and show signs 
and  wonders to deceive, i f possible, even 
the elect. But take heed; see, I have told you all things 
beforehand. Mark 13:21-23

But what I do, I will also continue to do, that I may cut 
off the opportunity from those who desire an 
opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the things 
o f wh i ch they boas t .  For such  are  f a l se 
apostles,  deceitful workers, transforming themselves 
into apostles of Christ.  And no wonder! For Satan 
himself transforms himself into  an angel of light. 2 
Corinthians 11:12-14
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Yet not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, 
was compelled to be circumcised.  And  this 
occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in 
(who came in by stealth to spy out our liberty which we 
have in Christ Jesus,  that they might bring us into 
bondage),  to whom we did not yield submission even 
for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue 
with you. Galatians 2:3-5

O Timothy!  Guard what was committed to your 
trust,  avoiding the profane  and  idle babblings and 
contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge— by 
professing it some have strayed concerning the faith. 1 
Timothy 6:20-21

But there were also false prophets among the people, 
even as there will be  false teachers among you, who 
will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even 
denying the Lord who bought them,  and  bring on 
themselves swift destruction.  And many will follow 
their destructive ways, because of whom the way of 
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truth will be blasphemed.  By covetousness they will 
exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their 
judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does 
not slumber. 2 Peter 2:1-3

But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught 
and destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not 
understand, and will utterly perish in their own 
corrupt ion,  and  wi l l rece ive the wages of 
u n r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  a s  t h o s e w h o c o u n t i t 
pleasure  to  carouse in the daytime.  They are  spots 
and blemishes,  carousing in their own deceptions 
while  they feast with you, having eyes full of adultery 
and that cannot cease from sin, enticing unstable 
souls.  They have a heart trained in covetous 
practices,  and are  accursed children.  They have 
forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the 
way of Balaam the sonof Beor, who loved the wages 
of unrighteousness;  but he was rebuked for his 
iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a man’s voice 
restrained the madness of the prophet. These are 
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wells without water,  clouds carried by a tempest, for 
whom is reserved the blackness of darkness  forever. 
For when they speak great swelling  words  of 
emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, 
through lewdness, the ones who  have actually 
escaped from those who live in error.  While they 
promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves 
of corruption;  for by whom a person is overcome, by 
him also he is brought into  bondage.  For if, after 
they have escaped the pollutions of the world through 
the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
they are again entangled in them and overcome, the 
latter end is worse for them than the beginning. For  it 
would have been better for them not to have known 
the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment delivered to them. But it 
has happened to them according to the true 
proverb: ‘A dog returns to his own vomit,’ and, ‘a sow, 
having washed, to her wallowing in the mire. 2 Peter 
2:12-22
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Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, 
whether they are of God; because  many false 
prophets have gone out into the world.  By this you 
know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God,  and 
every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of 
the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and 
is now already in the world. 1 John 4:1-3

These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast 
with you without fear, serving  only  themselves. They 
are clouds without water, carried about by the winds; 
late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up 
by the roots; raging waves of the sea, foaming up their 
own shame; wandering stars for whom is reserved the 
blackness of darkness forever. Jude 1:12-13
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False preachers and teachers are not from God. They work 
for the enemy of God. The sooner we understand and accept 
that is the case, the better. Christianity has long been under 
attack. Satan attacked Jesus as soon as the Lord left the 
Jordan River and headed to the wilderness to face the devil’s 
temptations. When we hear the words of a false preacher or 
teacher, we are hearing the words of Satan.

What can we do? If you are in a teaching position, you can do 
this:

Preach the word! Be ready in season  and out of 
season.  Convince,  rebuke,  exhort , wi th al l 
longsuffering and teaching.  For the time will come 
when they will not endure  sound doctrine,  but 
according to their own desires,  because  they have 
itching ears, they will heap up for themselves 
teachers; and they will turn  their ears away from the 
truth, and  be turned aside to fables.  But you be 
watchful in all things,  endure afflictions, do the work 
of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 2 Timothy 4:2-5
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If you are not in a teaching position, there are still things you 
can do. We listed those in the last part of our series:

Here are the steps for dealing with a false teacher in your 
church:

• Talk privately

• Rebuke sharply with witnesses

• Withdraw and take a position away from

Each of us can do something to oppose the infiltration of 
Satanic influence in churches and denominations through 
false preachers and teachers.

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the 
power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, against  the 
rulers of  the darkness of this age, against 
s p i r i t u a l  h o s t s  o f w i c k e d n e s s i n t h e 
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heavenly places.Therefore take up the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand. Ephesians 6:10-13
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Deceivers

You might wonder how someone who stands in the pulpit of a 
church, in a position of denominational leadership, as a 
speaker at a Christian conference, or as a professor in a Bible 
college or seminary and speaks for Satan instead of Jesus 
Christ. How is that possible? Excellent question.

The answer is that these people are deceivers – experts at 
deception. The Apostle Paul often wrote to churches with 
warnings about deceivers in leadership positions. One good 
example is 2 Corinthians. Paul addressed the scoundrels 
toward the end of the letter and pulled off their cloak of 
invisibility for all to see.

But what I do, I will also continue to do, that I may cut 
off the opportunity from those who desire an 
opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the things 
o f wh i ch they boas t .  For such  are  f a l se 
apostles,  deceitful workers, transforming themselves 
into apostles of Christ.  And no wonder! For Satan 
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himself transforms himself into  an angel of 
light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also 
t r a n s f o r m t h e m s e l v e s i n t o m i n i s t e r s o f 
righteousness,  whose end will be according to their 
works. 2 Corinthians 11:12-15

False preachers/teachers had wormed their way into the 
Corinthian church and pretended that they were speaking for 
God. Some even claimed to be apostles of Christ. The truth 
was that they were really apostles for Satan. Paul called 
them:

• false apostles

• deceitful workers

• transforming themselves into apostles of Christ

• Satan’s ministers (servants) who transformed themselves 
into ministers of righteousness in the same way Satan 
transformed himself in an angel of light

It’s all a lie. Even as Satan is not an angel of light, false 
preachers and teachers are not ministers of righteousness. 
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Just the opposite. They pretend to be one thing, but are really 
another thing. Instead of being ministers of righteousness, 
they are ministers of unrighteousness.

We’ve seen in previous parts of our series how Christians can 
identify false preachers/teachers and what they can do to 
point them out to pastors and others in their churches and 
denominations. What we want to look at now is what these 
Satanic preachers/teachers say to deceive believers and 
devour the flock of God.

https://faithandselfdefense.files.wordpress.com/2021/07/a-laymans-guide-to-false-preachers-and-teachers-e28093-part-1.pdf
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How Deceivers Deceive

False preachers and teachers have not come up with their 
own playbook for deceiving God’s people. Remember, they 
are ministers of Satan. They simply follow the deceiver’s 
playbook that Satan wrote long ago. I direct your attention to 
Genesis 3 and Luke 4.

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of 
the field which the Lord God had made. And he said to 
the woman, ‘Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of 
every tree of the garden’?’ And the woman said to the 
serpent, ‘We may eat the  fruit of the trees of the 
garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst 
of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor 
shall you touch it, lest you die.’ Then the serpent said 
to the woman, ‘You will not surely die. For God knows 
that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ So 
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to 
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make onewise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also 
gave to her husband with her, and he ate. Then the 
eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together 
and made themselves coverings. Genesis 3:1-7

Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned 
from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit  [a]into the 
wilderness, being  tempted for forty days by the devil. 
And  in those days He ate nothing, and afterward, 
when they had ended, He was hungry. And the devil 
said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, command this 
stone to become bread.’ But Jesus answered him, 
saying,  ‘It is written,  ‘Man shall not live by bread 
alone,  but by every word of God.’  Then the devil, 
taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the 
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And the 
devil said to Him, ‘All this authority I will give You, and 
their glory; for  this  has been delivered to me, and I 
give it to whomever I wish.  Therefore, if You will 
worship before me, all will be Yours.’ And Jesus 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%204&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25065a
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answered and said to him, ‘Get behind Me, Satan! For 
it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and 
Him only you shall serve.’  Then he brought Him to 
Jerusalem, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and 
said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself 
down from here.  For it is written: ‘He shall give His 
angels charge over you, To keep you,’ and, 
‘In  their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash 
your foot against a stone.’ And Jesus answered and 
said to him,  ‘It has been said,  ‘You shall not  tempt 
the  Lord  your God.’ Now when the devil had ended 
every  temptation, he departed from Him  until an 
opportune time. Luke 4:1-13

That’s the playbook every false preacher and teacher will use 
to deceive individual believers, churches, denominations, 
conferences, colleges and seminaries. It’s what they do. They 
speak lies because they are of their father who was a liar from 
the beginning (John 8:44).



A Layman’s Guide To False Preachers and Teachers  of 23 100

The Apostle John summed up the playbook nicely in his first 
letter:

For all that  is  in the world—the lust of the flesh,  the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the 
Father but is of the world. 1 John 2:16

1. lust of the flesh
2. lust of the eyes
3. pride of life

That’s how Satan attacks and he inspires his human agents 
(false preachers and teachers) to do the same thing. The 
deceive through the process of “temptation.” They tempt 
people through lust and pride. Unfortunately, that works more 
often than not.
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Tactical Language

If you want to know what words these deceivers use, read 
through the Bible and you’ll find hundreds of examples. 
Identify false preachers and teachers in Scripture, then read 
what they said. Their words and actions are clues for us to 
follow. Even though these deceivers spoke thousands of 
years ago, the tactical language has not changed. Deceivers 
in churches and denominations today are just like their 
predecessors from Old and New Testament times.

Some examples in the Old Testament would be people who 
opposed God’s appointed leaders. They lied, complained, 
connived, and opposed God’s prophets at every turn. What 
did God tell the prophets to do? Call out the liars and expose 
their true identity. Who were the liars and deceivers? Many, if 
not most, were Israel’s leaders. That included kings, priests 
and prophets. Those liars, deceivers, led Israel and Judah 
down the road to destruction.
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An astonishing and horrible thing Has been committed 
in the land: The prophets prophesy  falsely, And the 
priests rule by their own power; And My people love to 
have it so. But what will you do in the end? Jeremiah 
5:30-31

[The Book of Jeremiah is an excellent example of how 
Judah’s prophets and priests lied and what they said that led 
the people astray and eventually to their destruction.]

The same was true in the New Testament. Most of the liars 
and deceivers we meet in the Gospel accounts were 
members of the ruling class – Scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees 
and Priests. The people saw the leaders as examples of godly 
leadership, but Jesus pulled off the cover and showed that the 
leaders were in truth liars and hypocrites.

Look carefully at what Jesus said about the scribes and 
Pharisees. You’ll see some of the earmarks of words and 
behavior of false preachers and teachers.
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Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His 
disciples, saying: ‘The scribes and the Pharisees sit in 
Moses’ seat. Therefore whatever they tell you  to 
observe, that observe and do, but do not do according 
to their works; for  they say, and do not do. For they 
bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay  them  on 
men’s shoulders; but they  themselves will not move 
them with one of their fingers. But all their works they 
do tobe seen by men. They make their phylacteries 
broad and enlarge the borders of their garments. They 
love the  best places at feasts, the best seats in the 
synagogues, greetings in the marketplaces, and to be 
called by men, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi.’ But you, do not be 
called ‘Rabbi’; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and 
you are all brethren. Do not call anyone on earth your 
father;  for One is your Father, He who is in 
heaven.And do not be called teachers; for One is your 
Teacher, the Christ. But he who is greatest among you 
shall be your servant. And whoever exalts himself will 
be  humbled, and he who humbles himself will 
be  exalted. But  woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
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hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven 
against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do 
you allow those who are entering to go in.Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you devour 
widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long 
prayers. Therefore you wil l receive greater 
condemnation. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one 
proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as 
much a son of hell as yourselves. Woe to you, blind 
guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is 
nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, 
he is obliged to perform it.’ Fools and blind! For which 
is greater, the gold  or the temple that  sanctifies the 
gold? And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; 
but whoever swears by the gift that is on it, he is 
obliged  to perform it.’  Fools and blind! For which is 
greater, the gift  or the altar that sanctifies the 
gift? Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears by 
it and by all things on it. He who swears by the temple, 
swears by it and by Him who dwells in it. And he who 
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swears by heaven, swears by  the throne of God and 
by Him who sits on it. Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you pay tithe of mint and 
anise and cummin, and  have neglected the 
weightier matters  of the law: justice and mercy and 
faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving 
the others undone. Blind guides, who strain out a gnat 
and swallow a camel! Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of 
the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion 
and  self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the 
inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of them 
may be clean also. Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you are like whitewashed 
tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but 
inside are full of dead  men’s  bones and all 
uncleanness.  Even so you also outwardly appear 
righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy 
and lawlessness. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of the 
prophets and  adorn the monuments of the 
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righteous, and say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our 
fathers, we would not have been partakers with them 
in the blood of the prophets. Therefore you are 
witnesses against yourselves that  you are sons of 
those who murdered the prophets.  Fill up, then, the 
measure of your fathers’  guilt.  Serpents,  brood  of 
vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of 
hell?  Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise 
men, and scribes:  some  of them you will kill and 
crucify, and  some  of them you will scourge in your 
synagogues and persecute from city to city, that on 
you may come all the righteous blood shed on the 
earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of 
Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered 
between the temple and the altar. Assuredly, I say to 
you, all these things will come upon this generation.” 
Matthew 23:1-36
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Identifying The Deceivers

Once we know how deceivers behave and what they say, we 
can pull the cover off their deception and show them for who 
they really are – liars, deceivers, and cheaters. Once you’ve 
pulled off the cover, then look out because identifying them 
makes them even more dangerous. They will come for you, 
just like they came for Jesus.

We are not left to wonder who the false preachers and 
teachers were in the New Testament. God wants us to know 
them. He wants us to identify them and point them out to 
others. Let’s begin with the Jewish deceivers.

Israel has a long history of deception. Read the Old 
Testament and you’ll see it everywhere. You’ll also see it 
when you read Israel’s history between the Old and New 
Testaments. Malachi was the last prophet in the Old 
Testament prophet. He prophesied during the latter part of the 
5th century BC. John the Baptist began prophesying in the 
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early part of the 1st century AD. How do we know what 
happened during that period of 400 years?

Hebrews 1:1 reads, “God, who at various times and in various 
ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets.” The 
prophet Amos wrote, “Surely the Lord  God  does nothing, 
Unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets.” 
(Amos 3:7). Over and over again in the Old Testament we 
read that God spoke through His prophets. Moses taught 
Israel how to determine whether someone was a true prophet 
or a lying, deceiving prophet (Deuteronomy 18:15-22). Moses 
told Israel not to fear false prophets and that they would die.

So, what about the 400 years after Malachi? There were no 
prophets in the land between Malachi and John the Baptist 
(e.g. 1 Maccabees 9:27). However, there were many Jews 
who wrote during that time. Some of their writings were 
historical; some were fictional. Reading both types give 
people today an important insight to what Israel had become 
by the time Jesus appeared on the scene.



A Layman’s Guide To False Preachers and Teachers  of 33 100

We know from ancient historical writings that Israel 
experienced much violence during those years. 1 Maccabees 
recorded that it was a time of “great distress.” Persia 
conquered Babylon in 539 BC and the king allowed Jews to 
return to their homeland. Persia was still a large empire in 400 
BC. We know from what we read in Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, and Malachi that the Jews living in Israel had 
some support from the Persian government during the early 
years following their Babylonian exile. Judea continued to be 
a Persian territory under the authority the governors of Syria. 
Israel had some internal civil authority under the leadership of 
the high priest.

However, things began to change for Israel when the Persian 
Empire ended about 531 BC. Alexander the Great conquered 
the Persian Empire, but died less than ten years later. Four of 
Alexander’s generals divided the new empire into four 
sections:
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1. Thrace and much of Asia Minor
2. Macedonia and Greece
3. Egypt, Palestine, Cilicia, Petra, and Cypress
4. Persia, Mesopotamia, the Levant, part of India

Israel was caught in the middle between the Seleucid Empire 
to the north and the Ptolemic Empire to the south. After many 
years of fighting, the Seleucid (Syrian) Empire finally took 
control of Palestine from the Ptolemic (Egyptian) Empire. 
Daniel prophesied about it in the 11th chapter of his writings. 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the Seleucid King, placed an idol of 
Zeus on the altar of the Temple in Jerusalem and sacrificed 
pigs on it. He also made it illegal for Jews to read the Law of 
God. Anyone who would not sacrifice to idols in Judea were to 
be executed. That quickly led to a Jewish revolt against 
Antiochus.
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The man who started the Jewish revolt was a Jewish priest 
named Mattathias. He died about a year later and his son, 
Judas Maccabeus, took his father’s place. That revolt, often 
called the Maccabean Revolt, began about 167 BC and 
ushered in the Hasmonean (Maccabean) Period. Maccabeus 
purified the Temple and became governor of Judea. However, 
he died about four years later. Jonathan Maccabeus 
eventually became the high priest and governor of Judea.

The Jews made an alliance with the Roman Republic in the 
middle of the 2nd century BC, which helped establish an 
independent Hasmonean kingdom. That lasted for several 
decades until the Roman General Pompey captured 
Jerusalem. Judea became a client state that was eventually 
ruled by Herod the Great. That brings us to the birth of Jesus.
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Now after  Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in 
the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem,  saying,  ‘Where is He who 
has been born King of the Jews? For we have 
seen His star in the East and have come to worship 
Him.’ When Herod the king heard  this,  he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Matthew 2:1-3

What happened next was Herod’s deception.

Then Herod, when he had secretly called the  wise 
men, determined from them what time the  star 
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, 
‘Go and search carefully for the young Child, and 
when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that 
I may come and worship Him also. Matthew 2:7-8
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King Herod’s real plan was to kill Jesus, but the wise men 
were warned of Herod’s plan in a dream that they should not 
return to Herod, so they departed for their own country 
another way. Also, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 
a dream and warned him to take Jesus and Mary and flee to 
Egypt and wait for further instructions (Matthew 2:13).

King Herod died soon after, which led to the next step in 
God’s plan.

Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 
Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to 
the land of Israel, for those who  sought the young 
Child’s life are dead.’ Then he arose, took the young 
Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. 
Matthew 2:20-21
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Historians believe Herod the Great died between 5 and 1 BC. 
Most seem to lean toward a 4 BC date. That would mean 
Jesus was born in about 5 BC, fled to Egypt, then returned to 
Judea in 4 BC (give or take a year or two either way).
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A History of Jewish Deception

I’m going to spend a little time with the history of the Jewish 
ruling class because that’s who opposed Jesus 2,000 years 
ago. They were the false preachers and teachers of the 1st 
century AD who deceived God’s people. What we learn about 
that ancient ruling class will shine light on the false preachers 
and teachers who are deceiving God’s people today.

The word ‘Sanhedrin’ in Greek is sunedrion and means 
“council, tribunal, a sitting together, a convening together.” 
The Sanhedrin was the ruling council in Israel during the 1st 
century AD when Jesus was on earth. It was composed of 71 
members that included Sadducees (members of priestly 
families), Pharisees (teachers of the Law), and lay Elders. It 
was sometimes referred to as the “Great” Sanhedrin since 
lower courts with 23 members were also called sunedrion 
(Lesser Sanhedrin). The Jewish historian Josephus wrote that 
in 57 BC, Roman statesman and general Aulus Gabinius 
divided Judea into five sunedria (Encyclopedia of Judaism).
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We do not find the Greek word sunedrion in the Septuagint 
(Greek Old Testament) or the Hebrew word gĕdhōlāh in the 
Tanakh (Hebrew Bible). However, we do find leadership of the 
Jewish people throughout the Old Testament. It began with 
family leaders (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob), then tribal leaders 
(Jacob’s sons). God added to tribal leadership by giving His 
Law to Moses. God added even more to tribal leadership 
through the Hebrew Judges, Kings, and Prophets.

Assyria’s removal of the Northern Tribes of Israel and 
Babylon’s removal of the Southern Tribes and ultimate 
destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple dealt a powerful 
blow to the what God had instituted for His people. However, 
it’s important to remember that God warned the Jewish 
people that He would judge them using foreign nations. God 
also promised He would bring them back into the land.
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We study the Hebrew writings of Ezra and Nehemiah to see 
how Jewish leaders would rule their people after the Persian 
king allowed Jews to return to Judah from captivity in 
Babylon. Nehemiah acted as governor, while Ezra was a 
scribe and priest. Both men were given support by Persia to 
lead the Jews who had returned from captivity and rebuild 
what the Babylonians had destroyed. While we find scribes, 
priests, and Levites mentioned in leadership roles, we are not 
given an exact number in the Book of Ezra-Nehemiah (it was 
originally one writing, but later divided into two). There are 
scores of names of men who helped Nehemiah and Ezra 
during that difficult time in Judah’s history.

If you’re interested in looking deeper into the beginning of the 
Second Temple Period and its leadership, be sure to read 
Nehemiah 13. Nehemiah, the governor of Judah, returned to 
Babylon to see King Artaxerxes for a period of time. Some 
biblical scholars believe that Malachi prophesied in Judah 
during the time that Nehemiah was visiting the king. 
Nehemiah eventually obtained leave from the king and 
returned to Jerusalem only to find that the leaders he had left 
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in charge had acted deceptively (see Nehemiah 13:4-28). 
Nehemiah set things in order and wrote this at the end of his 
Book:

Remember them, O my God, because they have 
defiled the priesthood and  the covenant of the 
priesthood and the Levites. Thus I cleansed them of 
everything pagan. I also assigned duties to the priests 
and the Levites, each to his service,  and  to 
bringing  the wood offering and the firstfruits at 
appointed times. Nehemiah 13:29-31

Notice that Governor Nehemiah emphasized two primary 
groups of leaders in Judah: priests and Levites. According to 
the Mosaic Law, all priests were to be Levites but not all 
Levites were to be priests. Levi was one of Jacob’s sons and 
God assigned some of his descendants to be the priests of 
Israel. Those Levites who became priests had to meet age 
and physical qualifications and had to remain ceremonially 
clean before God. They performed animal sacrifices on behalf 
of the people of Israel and acted as mediators between God 
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and the people. Only the Levitical priests could enter the holy 
places in the Tabernacle and Temple.

Only the “high priest” could enter into the Holy of Holies once 
a year with blood to atone for his sins, the sins of his family, 
and the sins of the people of Israel (Day of Atonement). 
Moses’s brother Aaron was the first high priest. Aaron’s sons 
and their sons would continue the high priesthood.You can 
read more about the Levitical priesthood in Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, 
and Nehemiah.

There is some Jewish tradition that Nehemiah and Ezra 
established a council of 120 ruling leaders that eventually 
developed into the Sanhedrin. The term Anshe Knesset 
HeGedolah (Men of the Great Assembly) is the one used for 
the leaders who convened during the early part of the Second 
Temple Period. That, of course, is tradition. Ezra and 
Nehemiah do not introduce a Council of 120, though they do 
mention a large number of men who assisted them in 
governing and teaching the people of Judah.
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Ezra 7:7 mentions some of the Jewish people who came with 
Ezra from Babylon to Jerusalem:

Some of the children of Israel, the priests, the Levites, 
the singers, the gatekeepers, and  the Nethinim came 
up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King 
Artaxerxes. 

This gives us some insight into the structure of governance at 
the beginning of the Second Temple Period. We have 
Nehemiah, the governor, and Ezra, the priest and scribe. We 
also have the priests, the Levites, the singers, the 
gatekeepers, and the Nethinim. Gatekeepers were men who 
acted as guards at gates around the city. Those gates 
included gates to the city, gates to the palace, and gates to 
the Temple. They had to be strong, alert, and ready to defend. 
The Nethinim were temple servants who assisted the Levites 
in their service.
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Israel – Times of Silence

As we saw in the last part of our series, the Old Testament 
prophetic age came to a close after Malachi completed his 
spoken and written prophecy sometime between 440 and 400 
BC. The Book of Malachi left Israel with God’s promise that 
He would send “My messenger” to “prepare the way before 
Me.” The promise went on to say that “the Lord, whom you 
seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger 
of the covenant, In whom you delight.” The promise continued 
— “Behold, He is coming’ Says the Lord of hosts.” (Malachi 
3:1)

That was God’s last prophetic Word to Israel until John the 
Baptist began to preach in the early part of the 1st century 
AD. That was about 400 years after Malachi’s prophecy. That 
period of time is often called “The Silent Years” or “400 Years 
of Silence,” because God did not speak through a prophet 
during that time.
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Israel had gone through prophetic silences earlier in their 
history, but nothing as long as 400 years. We know from 
reading the Book of Judges what Israel did when a judge was 
not in the land. Read Judges chapter two and you’ll see what 
Israel did after the death of Joshua — the man God called to 
lead His people into the Promised Land.

When all that generation had  been gathered to their 
fathers, another generation arose after them who did 
not know the Lord nor the work which He had done for 
Israel. Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of 
the  Lord, and served the Baals;  and they  forsook 
the Lord God of their fathers, who had brought them 
out of the land of Egypt; and they followed other gods 
from  among  the gods of the people who  were  all 
around them, and they bowed down to them; and they 
p r o v o k e d t h e  L o r d  t o a n g e r … 
Nevertheless, the Lord raised up judges who delivered 
them out of the hand of those who plundered 
them.  Yet they would not listen to their judges, but 
they  played the harlot with other gods, and bowed 
down to them. They turned quickly from the way in 
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which their fathers walked, in obeying the 
commandments of the Lord; they did not do so. And 
when the Lord raised up judges for them, the Lord was 
with the judge and delivered them out of the hand of 
their enemies all the days of the judge;  for 
the Lord was moved to pity by their groaning because 
of those who oppressed them and harassed 
them. And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, 
that they reverted and behaved more corruptly than 
their fathers, by following other gods, to serve them 
and bow down to them. They did not cease from their 
own doings nor from their stubborn way.  Judges 
2:10-12, 16-19

• Israel went through several cycles during the time of the 
Judges.

• They disobeyed God and worshipped and served idols

• They suffered severely for their disobedience at the 
hands of their enemies

• They cried out to God for deliverance from their enemies
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• God heard their cries and sent a Judge to deliver them 
from their enemies

• They obeyed God through the Judge

• The judge died

• The people returned to idol worship

That cycle repeated many times until God called Samuel to be 
both a judge and prophet to Israel. When Samuel was old and 
had made his sons judges of Israel, the people demanded 
that Samuel appoint a king for them so Israel could be “like all 
the nations” around them.

Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and 
came to Samuel at Ramah,  and said to him, ‘Look, 
you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. 
Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations. 1 
Samuel 8:4-5
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Samuel was the first prophet to an Israelite king, but many 
more would follow. God spoke often to His people through 
prophets, but finished speaking centuries later through 
Malachi. However, even though God did not speak during the 
“Silent Years,” the people of Israel had learned their lesson 
about worshipping idols and looked forward to God’s promise 
of a messenger and a Messenger.
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Israel – Times of Change

400 years is a long time for any nation, but especially for a 
nation dependent on God’s Word for knowledge and direction. 
God gave Israel a specific system of governing administration 
that included kings and queens, prophets, priests, scribes, 
and elders. Even after the last king died during the 6th century 
BC, Israel still had prophets, priests, scribes, and elders ruling 
the people. What happened after the last prophet died?

Israel went through political changes after Malachi’s death. 
There was no king. There was no prophet. There were still 
priests, scribes, and elders, but their control of Israel was 
different. Even as Daniel prophesied during the 6th century 
BC, other nations would rule over Israel. Israel did get a brief 
opportunity for independence and self-rule during the 2nd 
century BC Hasmonean period, but the Romans dominated 
the world’s landscape in the 1st century and Jerusalem was 
captured by General Pompey in 63 BC.
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Israel still had priests and scribes after Rome took over, but 
the political structure was a bit different than before. Israel 
once again had a king, though he was a vassal king (King 
Herod) and not of the lineage of King David. Israel became a 
Roman province, which included Roman governors and 
soldiers ruling the nation. Rome allowed the ancient Jewish 
religion to continue in Israel, but under the careful watch of 
Roman rulers.

After the death of the vassal King Herod, the Romans ruled 
Israel by dividing Israel into sections. Ethnarch Herod 
Archelaus ruled Judaea, Tetrarch Herod Antipas ruled North-
West, and the Tetrarch Herod Philip ruled North-East Israel. 
Rome also ruled with an iron fist through appointed high-
ranking officials in the Roman military. They were called 
“procurator,” ” prefect,” or “governor.” The best known 
procurator in the Gospels was Pontius Pilatus (Pilate). He 
ruled for ten years from the beginning of Christ’s earthly 
ministry (about 26 AD) to the time of the conversion of Saul of 
Tarsus (about 36 AD).
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When you read the Gospels in the New Testament you will 
see that Jewish leaders had found ways to work with their 
Roman overlords. You’ll find familiar leaders like priests, 
scribes, and elders mentioned in the Gospels, but you’ll also 
see many new political names mentioned:

• Sadducees

• Pharisees

• Herodians

• Essenes

• Zealots

We do not find any of these names in the Old Testament. So, 
when did they appear in Israel? During the 400 Years of 
Silence – primarily in the 1st and 2nd centuries BC. Without a 
prophet of God in the land during that time, Israel’s leaders 
were basically on their own. While they relied partially on the 
Hebrew Bible for guidance, their interpretation of God’s Word 
led to many divisions within their leadership. Let’s look at 
each one briefly.
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Sadducees

The Sadducees were members of wealthy, powerful families. 
They were aristocrats who were connected to the Jewish 
Temple and held the majority of seats on the ruling Sanhedrin. 
The chief priests and high priest were Sadducees. They 
opposed Jesus because they viewed Him as a danger to their 
positions of power and influence. The Sadducees did not 
believe in the resurrection of the dead. They were more 
political than religious and wanted to keep the peace with 
Rome.

Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing 
Him asked that He would show them a sign from 
heaven. He answered and said to them,  ‘When it is 
evening you say, ‘It will be  fair weather, for the sky is 
red’; and in the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, 
for the sky is red and threatening.’  Hypocrites! You 
know how to discern the face of the sky, but you 
cannot discern the signs of the times. Luke 16:1-3
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Pharisees

The Pharisees were another influential religious group in 
Judaism. They usually came from the middle class and were 
leaders in local synagogues, and generally more popular with 
the Jewish people than the Sadducees. They believed in 
separation from anything they didn’t deem holy. They also 
accepted oral tradition in addition to the written Word of God. 
Unlike the Sadducees, the Pharisees did believe in the 
resurrection of the dead. The Pharisees opposed Jesus and 
were often targets of Christ’s teaching.

In  the meantime, when an innumerable multitude of 
people had gathered together, so that they trampled 
one another, He began to say to His disciples first of 
all,  ‘Beware of the  leaven of the Pharisees, which is 
hypocrisy. Luke 12:1
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The Pharisees came from two different schools that were 
based on the teaching of two prominent rabbis: Hillel and 
Shammai. Saul of Tarsus (Apostle Paul) was a Pharisee from 
the school of Hillel. His teacher was Hillel’s grandson, 
Gamaliel. Gamaliel was highly respected in the community.

Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee 
named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in respect 
by all the people, and commanded them to put the 
apostles outside for a little while. Acts 5:34

I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but 
brought up in this city  at the feet of  Gamaliel, 
taught according to the strictness of our fathers’ law, 
and was zealous toward God as you all are today. Acts 
22:3
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Herodians

The Herodians were members of an Hellenistic Jewish 
political party that wanted to restore someone from the 
lineage of King Herod the Great to rule Israel. They are 
mentioned three times in the Gospels and are usually paired 
with the Pharisees in attempts to trap and destroy Jesus.

Then the Pharisees went out and immediately plotted 
with  the Herodians against Him, how they might 
destroy Him. Mark 3:6

Then they sent to Him some of the Pharisees and the 
Herodians, to catch Him in His words. Mark 12:13
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Essenes

The word “Essene” is not found in the Old or New Testament. 
We know something about them from Jewish history, 
including the writings of the 1st century AD historian, 
Josephus. He wrote about them in both Antiquities of the 
Jews and Jewish War. The Essenes were a group of Jews 
deeply dedicated to God and to each other. Some of them 
lived in various Jewish towns and villages. Some lived in 
desert areas, including Qumran where the Dead Sea Scrolls 
were discovered. Because John the Baptist lived in the desert 
until he began preaching and baptizing, some scholars have 
surmised that he may have been an Essene. Essene is not a 
name that the people of Qumran gave themselves. Some 
called them Sons of Zadok – others Sons of Light. Josephus, 
who wrote around the end of the first century, used the term 
“Essene” for this group.
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The Essenes are Jews by birth and seem to have a 
greater affection for one another than the other 
schools have. These Essenes reject pleasures as an 
evil, but consider continence and the conquest over 
our passions to be virtue. Josephus, War II, 119-120
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Zealots

The Zealots were Judean Jews who wanted to overthrow the 
occupying forces of Rome. They were zealous fighters known 
for a deep devotion to God as their only Ruler. One of Christ’s 
disciples was “Simon called the Zealot.” It’s interesting that 
Jesus also chose Matthew to be one of His disciples. Matthew 
was a Jew who collected taxes from Jews for Rome. Jesus 
can bring together people from differing, and even 
oppositional, backgrounds to become committed followers of 
His.
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Israel – Time for Messiah

According to the Apostle Paul, Jesus arrived in Israel at the 
perfect time.

Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage 
under the elements of the world. But when the fullness 
of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of 
a woman,  born under the law,  to redeem those who 
were under the law, that we might receive the adoption 
as sons. Galatians 4:3-5

After everything we read about Israel’s history in the Old 
Testament, along with the 400 years of silence and all the 
division that came from that, God sent forth His Son to 
redeem those who were under the law. That’s also what 
Jesus told Nicodemus, a Pharisee and ruler of the Jews. He 
pointed Nicodemus back to the time of Moses and the Exodus 
to let him know that God had sent Him at that particular time 
and place to redeem His people from their sins.
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And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  that 
whoever  believes in Him should not perish but  have 
eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did 
not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him might be saved. He 
who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because he 
has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God.  And this is the condemnation,  that the light 
has come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil.  For  everyone practicing evil hates the light and 
does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the light, 
that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have 
been done in God. John 3:14-21
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The people of Israel were looking for their Messiah. They 
knew that God had promised through the prophet Malachi to 
send a messenger who would prepare the way for the 
Messenger. John the Baptist, the messenger, prepared the 
way for Jesus of Nazareth, the Messenger of the covenant. 
“Behold, He is coming,’ Says the Lord of hosts.”

Most of Israel’s rulers were false teachers. Because they were 
blind to the truth that Jesus was the promised Messiah, the 
Messenger of the covenant, they missed His coming. They 
were filled with jealousy and rage, and killed the One for 
whom Israel was waiting. However, Jesus rose from the dead 
and ascended back to Heaven where He continues to reign to 
this day.

What happened to the false preachers and teachers who 
opposed Jesus Christ when He ministered on earth?

• The Sadducees disappeared soon after Rome destroyed 
the 2nd Temple in 70 AD.

• The Pharisees disappeared soon after Rome destroyed 
the 2nd Temple in 70 AD.
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• The Herodians disappeared soon after Rome destroyed 
the 2nd Temple in 70 AD.

• The Essenes disappeared soon after Rome destroyed 
the 2nd Temple in 70 AD.

• The Essenes disappeared soon after Rome destroyed 
the 2nd Temple in 70 AD.

Just as Jesus prophesied:

Then  Jesus went out and departed from the temple, 
and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings 
of the temple. And Jesus said to them, ‘Do you not see 
all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone 
shall be left here upon another, that shall not be 
thrown down.’ Matthew 24:1-2

Jesus gave that prophecy to His disciples about 40 years 
before the Romans destroyed the 2nd Temple. His prophecy 
was also the end of many of the false teachers who opposed 
His ministry and the will of God the Father.
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Deception During New Testament Times

We’ve looked at how false prophets and teachers deceived 
people during Old Testament and Inter-Testamental times. All 
of this led to how the devil used false preachers and teachers 
during New Testament times (1st century AD).

We saw in the last part of our series that the 400 “silent” years 
between the prophets Malachi and John the Baptist prepared 
the groundwork for powerful opposition to the earthly ministry 
of Jesus Christ. John the Baptist was the “messenger” who 
would “prepare the way” for the Son of God – as promised by 
the prophet Malachi (Malachi 3:1). John was quick to identify 
and rebuke the false preachers and teachers who would 
oppose God’s Anointed – the “Messenger of the covenant.”
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But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to 
them,  ‘Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from  the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits worthy 
of repentance,  and do not think to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say 
to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham 
from these stones. And even now the ax is laid to the 
root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  I 
indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He 
who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose 
sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit  and fire. His winnowing fan  is  in 
His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His 
threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but 
He will  burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 
Matthew 3:7-12



A Layman’s Guide To False Preachers and Teachers  of 69 100

Those words of the prophet John were a stinging rebuke to 
the Pharisees and Sadducees. John the Baptist also 
confronted corrupt government officials, which led to the 
prophet’s imprisonment and eventual death (e.g. Matthew 
14:1-12; Mark 6:14-29).

Jesus of Nazareth would face off against those same 
opponents during His earthly ministry. However, His first 
opponent was the individual who had deceived all the others.

When all the people were baptized,  it came to pass 
that Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, 
the heaven was opened.  And the Holy Spirit 
descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a 
voice came from heaven which said, ‘You are My 
beloved Son; in You I am well pleased’ … Then Jesus, 
being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the 
Jordan and  was led by the Spir i t  into the 
wilderness, being  tempted for forty days by the devil. 
Luke 3:21-22; 4:1-2
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The devil’s temptation of Jesus in the wilderness is 
remarkably similar to his temptation of Eve in the Garden of 
Eden (Genesis 3:1-5). Satan tempted Eve to question God’s 
Word – “Has God indeed said?” The devil then told Eve that 
she would not “surely die.” Finally, Satan tempted Eve to eat 
of the forbidden fruit because “God knows that in the day you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” As we know, Eve was deceived, ate 
of the forbidden fruit, and gave the fruit to her husband to eat. 
That led to the fall of humanity into sin and separation from 
God.

The devil’s temptation of Jesus in the wilderness also had 
three parts:

1. And the devil said to Him, ‘If You are  the Son of God, 
command this stone to become bread.’ But Jesus 
answered him, saying, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word of God.’ Luke 4:3-4

2. Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, 
showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of 
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time. And the devil said to Him, ‘All this authority I will 
give You, and their glory; for  this has been delivered to 
me, and I give it to whomever I wish. Therefore, if You 
will worship before me, all will be Yours.’ And Jesus 
answered and said to him,  ‘Get behind Me, Satan! For it 
is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him 
only you shall serve.’ Luke 4:5-8

3. Then he brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the 
pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are the 
Son of God, throw Yourself down from here.  For it is 
written:’ He shall give His angels charge over you To 
keep you,’ and, ‘In  their  hands they shall bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’ And Jesus 
answered and said to him,  ‘It has been said,  ‘You shall 
not  tempt the Lord  your God.’ Now when the devil had 
ended every  temptation, he departed from Him until an 
opportune time. Luke 4:9-13
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Jesus overcame the devil’s deception by quoting the truth of 
God’s Word. Eve attempted to do the same thing in her first 
response to the devil, but failed to trust what God had said 
and was deceived. Jesus was not fooled by Satan’s 
deception.

That is an important lesson for all of us. We need to trust that 
what God says is true, no matter what someone else says – 
even a pastor, evangelist, Bible teacher, denominational 
leader, or seminary professor. If they do not agree with God’s 
truth, do not listen to them. Do what Jesus did and quote the 
truth to them. Just like the devil, they will depart from you for a 
time. Stay aware, though, because they may come back and 
try a different deception.

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil. Ephesians 6:11



A Layman’s Guide To False Preachers and Teachers  of 73 100

Deception Warnings

Jesus knew all about Satan before meeting him in the 
wilderness. How do I know that? Because the Bible says 
Jesus created all things – visible and invisible.

For by Him all things were created that are in heaven 
and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or  dominions or  principalities or  powers. All 
th ings were c reated  th rough Him and fo r 
Him. Colossians 1:16

Jesus taught His disciples how the devil works. One example 
is when Jesus told a large crowd the parable of the sower.

Behold, a sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, 
some  seed  fell by the wayside; and the birds came 
and devoured them. Some fell on stony places, where 
they did not have much earth; and they immediately 
sprang up because they had no depth of earth. But 
when the sun was up they were scorched, and 
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because they had no root they withered away.  And 
some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and 
choked them.  But others fell on good ground and 
yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. He who has ears to hear, let him hear! Matthew 
13:3-9

Jesus’ disciples asked Him why He spoke to the people in 
parables. Jesus said it was because “it has been given to you 
to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it 
has not been given” (Matthew 13:11). Jesus went on to say 
that He spoke to people in parables because, “seeing they do 
not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they 
understand” (verse 13). Jesus then quoted from a prophecy of 
Isaiah saying it had been fulfilled. The prophecy is an 
example of how Satan deceived people during New 
Testament times – and still does.
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‘Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, And 
seeing you will see and not perceive; For the hearts of 
this people have grown dull. Their  ears  are hard of 
hearing, And their eyes they have  closed, Lest they 
should see with  their  eyes and hear with  their  ears, 
Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, 
So that I should heal them.’ Matthew 13:14-15

Jesus did explain the parable to His disciples and taught them 
about how the devil deceives:

Therefore hear the parable of the sower:  When 
anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not 
understand  it,  then the wicked  one  comes and 
snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he 
who received seed by the wayside.  But he who 
received the seed on stony places, this is he who 
hears the word and immediately  receives it with 
joy; yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for 
a while. For when  tribulation or persecution arises 
b e c a u s e o f t h e w o r d , i m m e d i a t e l y  h e 
stumbles.  Now  he who received seed  among the 
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thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this 
world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, 
and he becomes unfruitful. But he who received seed 
on the good ground is he who hears the word and 
understands  it, who indeed bears  fruit and produces: 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Matthew 
13:18-23

1. the devil (wicked one) snatches away the “word of the 
kingdom” sowed in the heart of anyone who “does not 
understand it.”

2. the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches 
“choke the word” from the person who received the word 
“among the thorns.”
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Jesus then used another parable to teach His disciples more 
about the devil’s deceitfulness.

The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good 
seed in his field; but while men slept, his enemy came 
and sowed tares among the wheat and went his 
way. But when the grain had sprouted and produced a 
crop, then the tares also appeared. So the servants of 
the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’ 
He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The 
servants said to him, ‘Do you want us then to go and 
gather them up?’ But he said, ‘No, lest while you 
gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with 
them. Let both grow together until the harvest, and at 
the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, ‘First 
gather together the tares and bind them in bundles to 
burn them, but  gather the wheat into my barn. 
‘Matthew 13:24-30



A Layman’s Guide To False Preachers and Teachers  of 78 100

1. the sower sowed good seed in his field .. while the sower 
slept, the enemy (the devil) sowed tares among the 
wheat .. the Greek word for “tares” is ζιζάνιον (bearded 
darnel) .. the seeds are poisonous .. tares look like wheat 
until the ear appears ..

2. the sower’s servants saw the tares among the wheat and 
wondered how that could have happened .. the sower 
tells them “an enemy has done this” .. the servants asked 
if the sower wanted them to gather up the tares, but the 
sower told them no, “lest while you gather up the tares 
you also uproot the wheat with them” .. the sower told the 
servants to let them grow together until the harvest .. at 
that time the sower will say to the reapers, “First gather 
together the tares and bind them in bundles to burn 
them, but gather the wheat into my barn.”



A Layman’s Guide To False Preachers and Teachers  of 79 100

The disciples asked Jesus to explain to them the parable of 
the tares of the field. Here’s how Jesus explained it:

He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The 
field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the 
kingdom, but the tares are  the sons of the 
wicked  one.  The enemy who sowed them is the 
devil,  the harvest is the end of the age, and the 
reapers are the angels.  Therefore as the tares are 
gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end 
of this age.  The Son of Man will send out His 
angels,  and they will gather out of His kingdom all 
things that offend, and those who practice 
lawlessness,  and will cast them into the furnace of 
fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then 
the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear! 
Matthew 13:37-43
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1. the Son of Man sows the good seed

2. the field is the world

3. the good seeds are the “sons of the kingdom”

4. the tares are the “sons of the wicked one”

5. the enemy who sowed the tares is the devil

6. the harvest is at the end of this age

7. the Son of Man will send out His angels to “gather out of 
His kingdom all things that offend, and those who 
practice lawlessness”

8. the angels will cast them into “the furnace of fire” where 
there will be “wailing and gnashing of teeth”

9. the righteous will shine forth as the sun “in the kingdom 
of their Father”
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Jesus told them another parable which was similar to the one 
about the wheat and tares. This one is about a dragnet cast 
into the sea:

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that 
was cast into the sea and  gathered some of every 
kind, which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and 
they sat down and gathered the good into vessels, but 
threw the bad away. So it will be at the end of the age. 
The angels will come forth, separate the wicked from 
among the just, and cast them into the furnace of fire. 
There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Matthew 
13:47-50
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1. the “kingdom of heaven” is like a dragnet cast into the 
sea

2. the dragnet gathered “some of every kind”

3. when the dragnet was full, “they” dragged it to shore, sat 
down and gathered the good into vessels, but threw the 
bad away

4. this is how it will be “at the end of the age”

5. the angels will separate the wicked from among the just, 
“and cast them into the furnace of fire.” There will be 
“wailing gnashing of teeth”

Jesus then asked His disciples, “Have you understood all 
these things?” The disciples answered, “Yes, Lord.”
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These parables remind me of John the Baptist’s prophecy 
concerning Jesus in Matthew 3:12 – “His winnowing fan  is  in 
His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, 
and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire.”

The devil deceives people now, but Jesus will have His day at 
the end of this age when He judges the world. It’s helpful to 
know how Satan works and how we should respond to his 
deceptions.
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False Belief

Jesus taught clearly that the devil is the deceiver behind all 
deception. Jesus also said that Satan is the “father” of all lies.

You are of  your  father the devil, and the  desires of 
your father you want to do. He was a murderer from 
the beginning, and  does not stand in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a 
lie, he speaks from his own resources,  for he is a liar 
and the father of it. John 8:44

Jesus spoke those powerful words in the Temple “to those 
Jews who believed Him.” That may seem a little strange at 
first, but not when you consider the shallowness and 
selfishness of people’s beliefs. Many who claim to believe in 
Jesus today are the same as those who “followed” Jesus 
during His earthly ministry. They have what I call “false” or 
“pretend” belief. They pretend to believe in Jesus, but that 
falls apart when the bright light of Truth shines on their evil 
hearts.
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What did Jesus say to His “followers” that would eventually 
lead Him to say they of their “father the devil”? Here’s what 
Jesus said:

If you  abide in My word, you are My disciples 
indeed.  And you shall know the  truth, and  the truth 
shall make you free. John 8:31-32

Those are two of the most popular and quoted statements of 
Jesus, so why would it have started a problem with those who 
believed Him? They were offended because of their pride. 
Here’s how they responded:

We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been 
in bondage to anyone. How can You say,  ‘You will be 
made free’? John 8:33

That set up a powerful exchange between Jesus and some of 
the people of His “followers.” Jesus knew their hearts and why 
they were really following Him. He called them out on their 
false belief and spiritual hypocrisy.
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Jesus answered them,  ‘Most assuredly, I say to 
you,  whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.  And  a 
slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son 
abides forever. Therefore if the Son makes you free, 
you shall be free indeed. I know that you are 
Abraham’s descendants, but  you seek to kill Me, 
because My word has no place in you. I speak what I 
have seen with My Father, and you do what you 
have seen with your father. They answered and said to 
Him,  ‘Abraham is our father. Jesus said to them,  “If 
you were Abraham’s children, you would do the works 
of Abraham. But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who 
has told you the truth  which I heard from God. 
Abraham did not do this.  You do the deeds of your 
father.’ Jesus said to them,  ‘If God were your Father, 
you would love Me, for  I proceeded forth and came 
from God;  nor have I come of Myself, but He sent 
Me. Why do you not understand My speech? Because 
you are not able to listen to My word.  You are 
of your father the devil, and the desires of your father 
you want to  do. He was a murderer from the 
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beginning, and  does not stand in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he 
speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the 
father of it.  But because I tell the truth, you do not 
believe Me. Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I 
tell the truth, why do you not believe Me? He who is of 
God hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear, 
because you are not of God.’ Then they said to Him, 
‘We were not born of fornication; we have one Father
—God.’ Then the Jews answered and said to Him, ‘Do 
we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a 
demon?’ Jesus answered, ‘I do not have a demon; but 
I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me. And I do not 
seek My  own  glory; there is One who seeks and 
judges. Most assuredly, I say to you,  if anyone keeps 
My word he shall never see death.’ Then the Jews 
said to Him,’ Now we know that You  have a 
demon! Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and You 
say,  ‘If anyone keeps My word he shall never taste 
death.’ Are You greater than our father Abraham, who 
is dead? And the prophets are dead.  Who do You 
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make Yourself out to be?’ Jesus answered,  ‘If I honor 
Myself, My honor is nothing.  It is My Father who 
honors Me, of whom you say that He is  your 
God. Yet  you have not known Him, but I know Him. 
And if I say, ‘I do not know Him,’ I shall be a liar like 
you; but I do know Him and keep His word. Your father 
Abraham  rejoiced to see My day, and he saw  it and 
was glad.’ Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet 
fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?’ Jesus 
said to them,  ‘Most assuredly, I say to you,  before 
Abraham was,  I AM.’ Then  they took up stones to 
throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out of 
the temple, going through the midst of them, and so 
passed by. John 8:34-59

Wow! Things got rough fast. Did you see how nasty the 
supposed “believers” became when Jesus revealed they were 
really of the devil and not God?
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I share that with you as a warning for when you point out false 
preachers and teachers in your church, denomination, or 
conference. People will hate you for revealing their lies and 
partnership with the devil. They may say that you’re the one 
possessed with a demon. They may pick up stones to throw 
at you. It’s happening right now to Christians around the world 
and may happen to you one day. Remember the old saying – 
“forewarned is forearmed.” Prepare yourself now for the 
spi r i tual bat t les that l ie ahead. Many churches, 
denominations, conferences, colleges, and seminaries are in 
the throws of those battles right now. If you are not affected by 
it, you probably will one day soon.

The battle lines were already drawn when Jesus spoke to 
Jews and their spiritual leaders in the Temple. He just took the 
cover off so everyone could see the truth. That’s what 
Christians should be doing today – uncover false preachers 
and teachers who claim to speak for God, but are really 
spokespeople for the enemy of Christ.
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The Devil Among Us

It’s one thing to point to the scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, 
and false disciples – it’s another to say there’s a devil among 
us. Here’s a conversation Jesus had with His closest 
disciples.

Also we have come to believe and know that You are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ Jesus answered 
them,  ‘Did I not choose you, the twelve,  and one of 
you is a devil?’ He spoke of Judas Iscariot, the son of 
Simon, for it was he who would betray Him, being one 
of the twelve. John 6:69-71

Jesus admitted to choosing “a devil” as one of His closest 
followers. We know that wasn’t a mistake because of both Old 
Testament prophecy and the fact Jesus told His disciples 
multiple times that someone was going to betray Him to the 
Pharisees and Sadducees.
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Now Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took the twelve 
disciples aside on the road and said to them, ‘Behold, 
we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will 
be betrayed to the chief priests and to the scribes; and 
they will condemn Him to death, and deliver Him to the 
Gentiles to mock and to  scourge and to  crucify. And 
the third day He will rise again. Matthew 20:17-19

This betrayal by one of Jesus’ closest disciples was not a 
surprise to the Lord. He knew about it when He chose Judas 
Iscariot. Jesus knew about Judas from eternity. Being 
betrayed to the religious leaders of Israel was part of God’s 
Eternal plan for Jesus to die for the sins of those who would 
believe Him.
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John the Apostle made that clear when he wrote about the 
betrayal in his Gospel account.

Now  before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus 
knew that His hour had come that He should depart 
from this world to the Father, having loved His own 
who were in the world, He  loved them to the end. 
And supper being ended, the devil having already put 
it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s  son,  to 
betray Him … I do not speak concerning all of you. I 
know whom I have chosen; but that the Scripture may 
be fulfilled,  ‘He who eats bread with Me has lifted up 
his heel against Me’ … When Jesus had said these 
things,  He was troubled in spirit, and testified and 
said,  “Most assuredly, I say to you,  one of you will 
betray Me.’ Then the disciples looked at one another, 
perplexed about whom He spoke. Now  there 
was  leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, 
whom Jesus loved. Simon Peter therefore motioned to 
him to ask who it was of whom He spoke. Then, 
leaning back on Jesus’ breast, he said to Him, ‘Lord, 
who is it?’ Jesus answered,  ‘It is he to whom I shall 
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give a piece of bread when I have dipped  it.’ And 
having dipped the bread, He gave  it  to  Judas 
Iscariot,  the son  of Simon.  Now after the piece of 
bread, Satan entered him. Then Jesus said to him, 
‘What you do, do quickly.’ But no one at the table knew 
for what reason He said this to him. For some thought, 
because  Judas had the money box, that Jesus had 
said to him, ‘Buy those things we need for the feast,’ or 
that he should give something to the poor. Having 
received the piece of bread, he then went out 
immediately. And it was night. John 13:1-2, 18, 21-30

Notice that the devil “put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, to betray Him.” It’s interesting to see how Jesus 
worded what Judas would do – “He who eats bread with Me 
has lifted up his heel against Me.” That takes us back 
thousands of years to the Garden of Eden when God said to 
Satan – “He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His 
heel.” Here we see Jesus referring to how Satan would bruise 
His heel. He would do it through the betrayal of Judas that 
would lead to Jesus’ death on the Cross.
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Notice also that Satan entered Judas after Jesus handed him 
the piece of bread. That piece of bread represented the body 
of Jesus that He would sacrifice for sinners. Judas received 
the bread and Satan entered him for the purpose of crushing 
the body of Jesus. We see that betrayal carried out in John 
18.

When Jesus had spoken these words,  He went out 
with His disciples over  the Brook Kidron, where there 
was a garden, which He and His disciples 
entered. And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the 
place;  for Jesus of ten met there wi th His 
d isc ip les .  Then Judas, hav ing rece ived a 
detachment  of troops,  and officers from the chief 
priests and Pharisees, came there with lanterns, 
torches, and weapons … Then the detachment  of 
troops  and the captain and the officers of the Jews 
arrested Jesus and bound Him. John 18:1-3, 12
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Judas was paid well for his betrayal of Jesus, but soon 
realized his sinful act.

Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been 
condemned, was remorseful and brought back the 
thirty  pieces of silver to the chief priests and 
elders,  saying, ‘I have sinned by betraying innocent 
blood.’ And they said, ‘What  is that  to us? You see  to 
it!‘ Then he threw down the pieces of silver in the 
temple and  departed, and went and hanged himself. 
Matthew 27:3-5

The devil deceives people in many different ways. Some are 
openly opposed to Jesus. Others hide themselves “among 
us.” We must always be on our guard for false preachers, 
teachers, and even those who say they follow Jesus.
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Resources

We have been publishing articles and eBooks about false 
preachers and teachers for many years. Here are some you 
may find helpful:

A Prophet’s Perspective About Prophets

The Prophet’s Voice

A Reading Plan For Christian Apologists – Part 1

A Reading Plan For Christian Apologists – Part 2

A Reading Plan For Christian Apologists – Part 3

Evangelistic Apologetics: The Church Under Attack – Part 2

Thinking About Christian Unity – Part One

Thinking About Christian Unity – Part Two

https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/a-prophet_s-perspective-aboutc2a0preachers.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/the-prophet_s-voice.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/a-reading-plan-for-christian-apologists-part-11.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/a-reading-plan-for-christian-apologists-partc2a02.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/a-reading-plan-for-christian-apologists-partc2a03.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/evangelistic-apologetics-e28093-the-church-under-attack-2.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/thinking-about-christian-unity-1.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/thinking-about-christian-unity-2.pdf
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Thinking About Christian Unity – Part Three

Thinking About Christian Unity – Part Four

Thinking About Christian Unity – Part Five

Thinking About Christian Unity – Part Six

Thinking About Christianity Unity – Part Seven

https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/thinking-about-christian-unity-3.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/thinking-about-christian-unity-4.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/thinking-about-christian-unity-5.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/thinking-about-christian-unity-61.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/thinking-about-christian-unity-7.pdf
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Next eBook

Jesus told His disciples that the Spirit of God would “guide 
them into all truth.” We’ll see how that impacts our 
understanding of how the devil deceives in the next part of our 
special series,  A  Layman’s Guide to False Preachers and 
Teachers. 
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