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Chapter Seventeen

Biblical Revivals and Awakenings

So far in our series we’ve looked at twenty-nine examples of 
revival in the Bible:

1. Seth

2. Noah

3. Job

4. Abram

5. Joseph

6. Moses

7. Joshua

8. Judges

9. Naomi

10.Ruth
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11. Hannah

12.Samuel

13.David

14.Solomon

15.Jehu

16.Elijah

17.Elisha

18.Jonah

19.Amos

20.Hosea

21.Isaiah

22.Hezekiah

23.Micah

24.Nahum

25.Zephaniah

26.Josiah

27.Jeremiah
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28.Daniel

29.Ezekiel

The Babylonians took thousands of Jews captive from Judah 
between the end of the 7th century BC and the early part of 
the 6th century BC. Daniel was taken captive in the first wave 
– about 605 BC. Ezekiel was taken captive in the second 
wave – about 597 BC. The third wave occurred when the the 
Babylonian army destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple in 586 
BC. The prophet Jeremiah was in Jerusalem during the 
destruction and was taken to Egypt by fellow Jews. That’s 
what we’ve seen thus far in the last few parts of our series.

We read in Jeremiah 29 and Daniel 9 that God would return 
His people from Babylon to Judah after the seventy years of 
“desolation” of Jerusalem. Daniel, who was among the first 
Hebrew captives, was still alive and serving the Persian king 
Cyrus when the king made this proclamation impacting the 
Hebrew people –
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All the kingdoms of the earth the Lord God of heaven has 
given me. And He has commanded me to build Him 
a house at Jerusalem which is in Judah. Who  is among 
you of all His people? May the Lord his God be with him, 
and let him go up! 2 Chronicles 36:23

While this might seem like an amazing turn of events from a 
human perspective, it’s exactly what God had said would 
happen. Let’s see what we can learn about revival beginning 
with the proclamation of King Cyrus.
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King Cyrus

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the 
word of the  Lord  by the mouth of  Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled, the  Lord  stirred up the spirit of  Cyrus king of 
Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and also  put it  in writing, saying, Thus says 
Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth 
the  Lord  God of heaven has given me. And He has 
commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem which 
is in Judah. Who  is among you of all His people? May 
the  Lord  his God  be  with him, and let him go up! 2 
Chronicles 36:22-23
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Jeremiah didn’t mention Cyrus by name, but the prophet 
Isaiah did –

Who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My shepherd, And he shall 
perform all My pleasure, Saying to Jerusalem,  ‘You shall 
be built,’ And to the temple, “Your foundation shall be 
laid.’ Isaiah 44:28

Isaiah also mentioned Cyrus in chapter 45 –

Thus says the  Lord  to His anointed, To  Cyrus, 
whose right hand I have held— To subdue nations before 
him And loose the armor of kings, To open before him the 
double doors, So that the gates will not be shut: ‘I will go 
before you And make the   crooked places straight; I will 
break in pieces the gates of bronze And cut the bars of 
iron. I will give you the treasures of darkness And hidden 
riches of secret places, That you may know that I, 
the  Lord, Who  call  you  by your name, Am  the God of 
Israel. For Jacob My servant’s sake, And Israel My elect, 
I have even called you by your name; I have named you, 
though you have not known Me. I am the Lord, and there 
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is no other; There is no God besides Me. I will gird you, 
though you have not known Me, That they may  know 
from the rising of the sun to its setting That there is none 
besides Me. I am  the Lord, and  there is no other; I form 
the light and create darkness, I make peace and create 
calamity; I, the Lord, do all these things.‘ Isaiah 45:1-7

Cyrus would be an instrument of God to accomplish His will 
concerning the Hebrew people. God wanted Cyrus to know 
that He was the true God, so He named the king long before 
Cyrus was born. Isaiah received the prophecy concerning 
Cyrus more than a hundred years before Cyrus was born. 
Only God can do that. He knows the end from the beginning. 
There is no God besides Him.

That’s an important principle for revival. God knows the end 
from the beginning and does whatever He wants. He can use 
anyone or anything to accomplish His will. Even as things 
appeared to be hopeless after the destruction of Jerusalem 
and the Temple, God was about to bring hope to His people. 
Revival brings hope to God’s people as they obey His Word.
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The Return

God used King Cyrus to return some of His people from 
Babylon back to Judah and Jerusalem. Not only would Cyrus 
allow the Jews to return to Judah and Jerusalem, he said that 
God had commanded him “to build Him a house at Jerusalem 
which is in Judah.” That meant King Cyrus would provide 
supplies, funds, and protection for the building project. We 
see that in the first words of the Book of Ezra –

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the 
word of the  Lord  by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled, the  Lord  stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and also  put it  in writing, saying, Thus says 
Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth 
the  Lord  God of heaven has given me. And He 
has commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem 
which  is  in Judah. Who  is among you of all His people? 
May his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem 
which is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of 
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Israel (He is God), which is in Jerusalem. And whoever is 
left in any place where he dwells, let the men of his place 
help him with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, 
besides the freewill offerings for the house of God 
which  is  in Jerusalem. Then the heads of the 
fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests 
and the Levites, with all whose spirits God had moved, 
arose to go up and build the house of the Lord which is in 
Jerusa lem. And a l l those who  were  around 
them  encouraged them with articles of silver and gold, 
with goods and livestock, and with precious things, 
besides all  that  was  willingly offered. King Cyrus also 
brought out the articles of the house of the Lord, which 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken from Jerusalem and put in 
the temple of his gods; and Cyrus king of Persia brought 
them out by the hand of Mithredath the treasurer, and 
counted them out to  Sheshbazzar the prince of 
Judah. This  is  the number of them: thirty gold platters, 
one thousand silver platters, twenty-nine knives,  thirty 
gold basins, four hundred and ten silver basins of a 
similar  kind, and  one thousand other articles.  All the 
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articles of gold and silver  were  five thousand four 
hundred. All  these  Sheshbazzar took with the captives 
who were brought from Babylon to Jerusalem. Ezra 
1:1-11

Ezra was a priest and scribe who returned to Jerusalem 
during the 5th century BC. Though he wrote about the events 
of the first Jews who returned to Judah from Babylon in 539 
BC, Ezra wasn’t born until about 480 BC. He was an excellent 
historian and writer (scribe) who participated in a revival that 
we’ll share in a future article.

Some of the people who returned to Judah from Babylon had 
been taken captive. Some had been born in Babylon. The list 
of the first group of Hebrews to return to Judah are listed in 
Ezra chapter two. The people returned to their own cities in 
Judah, but a primary purpose of returning was to worship God 
and rebuild His Temple. Revival was just beginning.
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Now in the second month of the second year of their 
coming to the house of God at Jerusalem,  Zerubbabel 
the son of Shealtiel, Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the 
rest of their brethren the priests and the Levites, and all 
those who had come out of the captivity to Jerusalem, 
began work and appointed the Levites from twenty years 
old and above to oversee the work of the house of 
the  Lord.  Then Jeshua  with  his sons and brothers, 
Kadmiel with his sons, and the sons of Judah, arose as 
one to oversee those working on the house of God: the 
sons of Henadad with  their sons and their brethren the 
Levites. When the builders laid the foundation of the 
temple of the Lord, the priests stood in their apparel with 
trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with 
cymbals, to praise the Lord, according to the ordinance 
of David king of Israel.  And they sang responsively, 
praising and giving thanks to the Lord: ‘For He is good, 
For His mercy  endures  forever toward Israel.’ Then all 
the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised 
the  Lord, because the foundation of the house of 
the  Lord was laid. But many of the priests and Levites 
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and heads of the fathers’ houses, old men who had seen 
the first temple, wept with a loud voice when the 
foundation of this temple was laid before their eyes. Yet 
many shouted aloud for joy, so that the people could not 
discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the 
weeping of the people, for the people shouted with a loud 
shout, and the sound was heard afar off. Ezra 3:8-13

Imagine being taken captive to another country, living in 
captivity for decades, then returning to your homeland. 
Imagine your emotions as you saw something so precious to 
you being rebuilt, given new life. Revival was underway!
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God Sends Prophets

Revival is usually opposed. That’s what happened when the 
Jews returned to Jerusalem from Babylon. Gentile leaders in 
Samaria (the former Northern Kingdom of Israel) didn’t want 
the Temple rebuilt, so they tried to trick their way in to subvert 
the project.

Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard 
that the descendants of the captivity were building the 
temple of the  Lord  God of Israel,  they came to 
Zerubbabel and the heads of the fathers’  houses,  and 
said to them, ‘Let us build with you, for we seek your God 
as you do; and we have sacrificed to Him since the days 
of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us here.’ But 
Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the heads of the 
fathers’  houses  of Israel said to them,  ‘You may do 
nothing with us to build a  house for our God; but we 
alone will build to the Lord God of Israel, as King Cyrus 
the king of Persia has commanded us.’ Then the people 
of the land tried to discourage the people of Judah. They 
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troubled them in building,  and hired counselors against 
them to frustrate their purpose all the days of Cyrus king 
of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia. 
Ezra 4:1-5

They sent a letter to a new king of Persia asking him to stop 
the Temple building project. The plot worked and the king 
ordered that work on the Temple cease. The work stopped 
until the second year of the reign of King Darius of Persia (a 
different Darius than in Daniel’s time).

There is no way to stop anything God wants to do. He sent 
two prophets to help with the Temple building project.

Then the prophet Haggai and Zechariah the son of Iddo, 
prophets, prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and 
Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel,  who 
was over them. So Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and 
Jeshua the son of Jozadak rose up and began to build 
the house of God which  is  in Jerusalem; and  the 
prophets of God  were  with them, helping them. Ezra 
5:1-2
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The governor of the area, named Tattenai, sent another letter 
to King Darius complaining about the Jews rebuilding the 
Temple. They told the king that the Jews claimed that King 
Cyrus had issued a decree for the Temple to be rebuilt. They 
asked the king to search his treasure house in Babylon to see 
if Cyrus had issued such a decree. King Darius found the 
original decree from King Cyrus, and sent a letter to the 
Samaritans telling them to stay far away from the Jews and let 
them “build this house of God on its site.” The king also 
commanded that the cost of the building project would be paid 
at the king’s expense from “taxes on the region beyond the 
River.” The king told Tattenai to give the Jews whatever they 
needed to finish building the Temple, and that anyone who 
disobeyed his command should be hanged –

And whatever they need—young bulls, rams, and lambs 
for the burnt offerings of the God of heaven, wheat, salt, 
wine, and oil, according to the request of the priests 
who are  in Jerusalem—let it be given them day by day 
without fail, that they may offer sacrifices of sweet aroma 
to the God of heaven, and pray for the life of the king and 
his sons. Also I issue a decree that whoever alters this 
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edict, let a timber be pulled from his house and erected, 
and let him be hanged on it; and let his house be made a 
refuse heap because of this.  And may the God who 
causes His  name to dwell there destroy any king or 
people who put their hand to alter it, or to destroy 
this house of God which is in Jerusalem. I Darius issue a 
decree; let it be done diligently. Ezra 6:9-12

God blessed His people through difficult times and brought 
revival through the rebuilding of the Temple and worship in it. 
Notice that the people prospered through the prophesying of 
the prophets. Obedience to the Word of God leads to revival –

Then Tattenai, governor of  the region beyond the River, 
Shethar-Boznai, and their companions diligently did 
according to what King Darius had sent. So the elders of 
the Jews built, and they prospered through the 
prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the 
son of Iddo. And they built and finished  it, according to 
the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to 
the  command of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes king of 
Persia. Now the temple was finished on the third day of 
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the month of Adar, which was in the sixth year of the 
reign of King Darius.  Then the children of Israel, the 
priests and the Levites and the rest of the descendants of 
the captivity, celebrated  the dedication of this  house of 
God with joy. And they offered sacrifices at the dedication 
of this house of God, one hundred bulls, two hundred 
rams, four hundred lambs, and as a sin offering for all 
Israel twelve male goats, according to the number of the 
tribes of Israel.  They assigned the priests to 
their divisions and the Levites to their divisions, over the 
service of God in Jerusalem, as it is written in the Book of 
Moses … Then the children of Israel who had returned 
from the captivity ate together with all who had separated 
themselves from the  filth of the nations of the land in 
order to seek the  Lord  God of Israel. And they kept 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy; for 
the Lord made them joyful, and  turned the heart of the 
king of Assyria toward them, to strengthen their hands in 
the work of the house of God, the God of Israel. Ezra 
6:13-18, 21-22
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Calling Darius the “king of Assyria” is interesting in this 
context. The king of Assyria took the people of Israel away 
from the Northern Kingdom more than 200 years earlier. That 
was according to God’s will as revealed to His prophets. The 
king of Babylon defeated the Assyrians, then took the people 
of Judah away from the Southern Kingdom and destroyed the 
Temple and city of Jerusalem. That was according to God’s 
will as revealed to His prophets. The king of Persia defeated 
the Babylonians and allowed the people of Judah to return to 
their land to rebuild the Temple. That was according to God’s 
will as revealed to His prophets. When the Samaritan leaders 
opposed the rebuilding of the Temple, a new king of Persia 
commanded that the Temple be rebuilt without further delay. 
That was according to God’s will as revealed to His prophets.



Revival - To Live Again  of 21 94

Lesson for revival? Listen to God’s prophets and obey God’s 
Word. God has an Eternal plan and He reveals the details of 
that plan to His prophets. Remember what we read in 
Hebrews 1 –

God, who at various times and  in various ways spoke in 
time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last 
days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed 
heir of all things, through whom also He made 
the worlds. Hebrews 1:1-2

God is now speaking through His Son Jesus Christ. Hear 
Him!
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Chapter Eighteen

In the last chapter we saw that God used two prophets to help 
rebuild the Temple that the Babylonians had destroyed 
decades earlier. We saw how God blessed Judah with revival 
through their ministry. What we didn’t see is what they said. 
We find those words in the Book of Zechariah and the Book of 
Haggai.

Zechariah and Haggai’s Prophecies

Zechariah and Haggai are known as “minor” prophets 
because their writings are short. However, what God 
accomplished through their prophetic work was not minor.

The work of a prophet is not easy or without opposition. 
Prophets, true prophets, say whatever God tells them to say. 
That’s what Zechariah and Haggai did. When the king of 
Persia to the people of Judah to stop building the Temple, the 
two prophets stepped in to encourage them to keep building.
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Zechariah

Zechariah came from a family of prophets. He was a 
descendant of Iddo the prophet. The “word of the Lord” came 
to Zechariah and he called on the people of Judah to repent 
and turn to Him –

In the eighth month  of the second year of Darius, the 
word of the  Lord  came  to Zechariah the son of 
B e r e c h i a h , t h e s o n o f  I d d o t h e p r o p h e t , 
saying,  ‘The  Lord  has been very angry with your 
fathers. Therefore say to them, ‘Thus says the  Lord  of 
hosts: ‘Return  to Me,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘and I will 
return to you,’ says the Lord of hosts. ‘Do not be like your 
fathers,  to whom the former prophets preached, saying, 
‘Thus says the  Lord  of hosts:  ‘Turn now from your evil 
ways and your evil deeds.’ But they did not hear nor 
heed Me,’ says the Lord. Zechariah 1:1-4



Revival - To Live Again  of 25 94

Zechariah saw many visions, which he recorded in his 
writings. The Angel of the Lord told Zechariah what God said 
about Jerusalem and Zion. The first vision included the fact 
that God wanted the people to finish building His Temple –

I am zealous for Jerusalem And for Zion with great zeal. I 
am exceedingly angry with the nations at ease; For I was 
a little angry, And they helped—but  with evil  intent.
‘ ‘Therefore thus says the  Lord: ‘I am returning to 
Jerusalem with mercy; My house shall be built in it,’ says 
the  Lord  of hosts, ‘And  a  surveyor’s  line shall be 
stretched out over Jerusalem.’ ‘Again proclaim, saying, 
‘Thus says the  Lord  of hosts: ‘My cities shall 
again spread out through prosperity; The Lord will again 
comfort Zion, And  will again choose Jerusalem.’ 
Zechariah 1:14-17



Revival - To Live Again  of 26 94

In another vision, Zechariah saw that God was going to send 
“a wondrous sign” to His people –

Hear, O Joshua, the high priest, You and your 
companions who sit before you, For they are a wondrous 
sign; For behold, I am bringing forth  My Servant 
the  BRANCH. For behold, the stone That I have laid 
before Joshua: Upon the stone are seven eyes. Behold, I 
will engrave its inscription,’ Says the Lord of hosts, ‘And I 
will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. ‘In that 
day,’ says the  Lord  of hosts, ‘Everyone will invite his 
neighbor Under his vine and under his fig tree.’ 
Zechariah 3:8-10

The “wondrous sign” God was going to send was His Son, 
Jesus Christ, who would rule the nations from Jerusalem –

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just 
and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A 
colt, the foal of a donkey. I will cut off the chariot from 
Ephraim And the horse from Jerusalem; The battle bow 
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shall be cut off. He shall speak peace to the nations; His 
dominion shall be ‘from sea to sea, And from the River to 
the ends of the earth.’ Zechariah 9:9-10

Zechariah’s message stirred the people of Judah to obey God 
and rebuild the Temple. He also promised that God would 
protect them and eventually bring a great King to rule over 
them and keep them safe –

The  Lord  their God will  save them in that day, As the 
flock of His people. For they shall be like the  jewels of a 
crown, Lifted like a banner over His land— For how great 
is  its goodness And how great its  beauty! Grain shall 
make the young men thrive, And new wine the young 
women. Zechariah 9:16-17
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Haggai

The first verses of the Book of Haggai read much like those of 
Zechariah –

In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on 
the first day of the month, the word of the  Lord  came 
by Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, 
the high priest, saying,  ‘Thus speaks the Lord of hosts, 
saying: ‘This people says, ‘The time has not come, the 
time that the Lord’s house should be built.’ Haggai 1:1-2

The people of Judah who had returned from captivity in 
Babylon were hesitant to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem 
because of opposition. God withheld physical blessings from 
those Jews because of their disobedience. He used Haggai 
and Zechariah to prophesy to the people so that they would 
finish the work He had for them to accomplish. As you read 
these words from thousands of years ago, think about how 
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God’s people today are holding back revival because of their 
hesitancy to finish the work God has for us to do.

Then the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, 
saying,  ‘Is it  time for you yourselves to dwell in your 
paneled houses, and this  temple  to lie  in ruins?’ Now 
therefore, thus says the  Lord  of hosts:  ‘Consider your 
ways! ‘You have sown much, and bring in little; You eat, 
but do not have enough; You drink, but you are not filled 
with drink; You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; 
And he who earns wages, Earns wages to put into a bag 
with holes.’ Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Consider your 
ways! Go up to the mountains and bring wood and build 
the  temple, that I may take pleasure in it and be 
glorified,” says the  Lord. ‘You  looked for much, but 
indeed  it came to  little; and when you brought it home, I 
blew it away. Why?’ says the Lord of hosts. ‘Because of 
My house that is in ruins, while every one of you runs to 
his own house.  Therefore  the heavens above you 
withhold the dew, and the earth withholds its fruit.  For 
I called for a drought on the land and the mountains, on 
the grain and the new wine and the oil, on whatever the 
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ground brings forth, on men and livestock, and on all the 
labor of your hands. Haggai 1:3-11

God’s people heard the words of the prophets, got back to 
work on the Temple, and God blessed them again. Even 
though the opposition continued, God took care of that. A new 
king of Persia found the original decree of King Cyrus and told 
the opposition to stay away from the Jews and to let them 
finish building the Temple.

The Book of Haggai is very short, only two chapters, but it 
contains a wealth of information about the future glory God 
will bring to His people –

For thus says the Lord of hosts:  ‘Once more (it  is a little 
while)  I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry 
land;  and I will shake all nations, and they shall come 
to  the  Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this  temple 
with  glory,’ says the  Lord  of hosts.  ‘The silver  is Mine, 
and the gold  is Mine,’ says the Lord of hosts.  ‘The glory 
of this latter  temple shall be greater than the former,’ 
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says the  Lord  of hosts. ‘And in this place I will 
give peace,’ says the Lord of hosts. Haggai 2:6-9

God will “shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land.” He 
“will shake all nations” and those nations will come to the 
“Desire” of all nations. God has been “shaking” nations for 
thousands of years. He sets kingdoms up and brings them 
down. Every nation, its people and leaders, have strong 
desires. They may be for wealth, for power, for safety, for 
influence. However, what every nation needs is God. The day 
is coming when God will shake the nations and establish His 
Kingdom on earth through His Son, Jesus Christ –

Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will 
be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the 
stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man 
will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth 
will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 
Matthew 24:29-30
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See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For  if they 
did not escape who refused Him who spoke on earth, 
much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him 
who  speaks  from heaven, whose voice then shook the 
earth; but now He has promised, saying,  ‘Yet once more 
I  shake not only the earth, but also heaven.’ Now 
this,  ‘Yet once more,”  indicates the  removal of those 
things that are being shaken, as of things that are made, 
that the things which cannot be shaken may remain. 
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which 
cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which 
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly 
fear. For our God is a consuming fire. Hebrews 12:25-29

May we learn the lessons of revival from God’s prophets and 
from His Son, Jesus Christ.
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Chapter Nineteen

Zechariah and Haggai prophesied in Jerusalem during the 
latter part of the 6th century BC. The results were good, but 
turned out to be a short-lived revival. Decades later God sent 
three other men to Jerusalem to revive His people again – a 
priest, a governor, and a prophet.
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Ezra, Nehemiah and Malachi

Ezra, Nehemiah, and Malachi served God in Jerusalem after 
the Temple was rebuilt. That began what many call the 
“Second Temple Period.” Ezra 7 tells us that Ezra was a priest 
and scribe and returned from Babylon to Jerusalem “in the 
seventh year of King Artaxerxes.” The year is estimated to be 
about 458 BC. Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem from Babylon 
about 445 BC. That’s based on Nehemiah’s usage of the 
phrase “in the twentieth year of  King  Artaxerxes” King 
Artaxerxes ruled between 465 BC and 425 BC. Dating 
Malachi’s time in Jerusalem is a bit more difficult. Some 
scholars believe he prophesied to the people between the two 
visits of Nehemiah to Jerusalem. Malachi was the last prophet 
to speak for God prior to the ministry of John the Baptist some 
400 years later.
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Ezra the Priest and Scribe

We learn in Ezra chapter 7 that Ezra the priest was a direct 
descendant of Aaron the chief priest, brother of Moses. We 
learn that Ezra was a skilled scribe in the Law of Moses, and 
came to Jerusalem from Babylon. Ezra received permission 
from King Artaxerxes to take a large number of Jews, 
including priests and Levites, with him for the purpose of 
inquiring “concerning Judah and Jerusalem, with regard to the 
Law of your God which  is  in your hand.” The king issued a 
decree to carry silver and gold which the king and his 
counselors had freely offered “to the God of Israel, whose 
dwelling is in Jerusalem.” The decree also mentioned all the 
treasurers “who are in the region beyond the River,” that 
whatever Ezra required from them “let it be done diligently.” 
The treasurers were also not allowed to impose tax, or 
custom on any of the priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers, 
Nethinim (assistants to the priests), or servants of the Temple. 
The king told Ezra to set magistrates and judges to judge the 
people, “all such as know the laws of your God; and teach 
those who do not know them.” The king also gave Ezra the 
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authority to punish anyone who did not observe the Law of 
God and the king. The punishment could be death, 
banishment, confiscation of goods, or imprisonment.

This decree demonstrates the deep respect King Artaxerxes 
had for Ezra. Ezra knew that the favor he had with the king 
was from God –

Blessed  be  the  Lord  God of our fathers,  who has 
put such a thing as this in the king’s heart, to beautify the 
house of he  Lord  which  is  in Jerusalem,  and  has 
extended mercy to me before the king and his 
counselors, and before all the king’s mighty princes. So I 
was encouraged, as  the hand of the  Lord  my 
God was upon me; and I gathered leading men of Israel 
to go up with me. Ezra 7:27-28
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Ezra and those with him left Babylon on the “twelfth day of the 
first month” and arrived safely in Jerusalem in the fifth month. 
They stayed in Jerusalem for three days, then brought silver, 
gold, and other articles into the Temple on the fourth day. The 
people offered burnt offerings to God, then they delivered the 
king’s orders to the king’s satraps and governors “in the 
region beyond the River. So they gave support to the people 
and the house of God.”

Any excitement Ezra felt about what had happened changed 
to mourning soon after that –

When these things were done, the leaders came to me, 
saying, ‘The people of Israel and the priests and the 
Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples 
of the lands,  with respect to the abominations of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the 
Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the 
Amorites.  For they have  taken some of their 
daughters  as wives  for themselves and their sons, so 
that the  holy seed is  mixed with the peoples 
of those lands. Indeed, the hand of the leaders and rulers 
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has been foremost in this trespass.’ So when I heard this 
thing,  I tore my garment and my robe, and plucked out 
some of the hair of my head and beard, and sat 
down  astonished.  Then everyone who  trembled at the 
words of the God of Israel assembled to me, because of 
the transgression of those who had been carried away 
captive, and I sat astonished until the evening sacrifice. 
At the evening sacrifice I arose from my fasting; and 
having torn my garment and my robe, I fell on my knees 
and spread out my hands to the Lord my God. And I said: 
‘O my God, I am too ashamed and humiliated to lift up 
my face to You, my God; for  our iniquities have risen 
higher than our heads, and our guilt has grown up to the 
heavens. Ezra 9:1-6
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This was a terrible situation for Ezra and the people of Judah. 
Intermarriage between Jews and pagans was against the Law 
of Moses and the reason Israel and Judah had suffered for 
hundreds of years (since the time of the Judges). Keep in 
mind that these were the descendants of the Jews who had 
returned from captivity decades earlier. It didn’t take long for 
them to fall back into the same sins that led to the 
disappearance of the people of the Northern Kingdom of 
Israel and the captivity of the people of the Southern Kingdom 
of Judah.

Ezra fasted and prayed and told God that he was too 
ashamed and humiliated to lift up his face to Him.

And after all that has come upon us for our evil deeds 
and for our great guilt, since You our God have punished 
us less than our iniquities  deserve,  and have given 
us such deliverance as this, should we again break Your 
commandments, and  join in marriage with the 
people  committing  these abominations? Would You not 
be  angry with us until You had  consumed  us,  so 
that there would be no remnant or survivor? O Lord God 
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of Israel, You are righteous, for we are left as a remnant, 
as  it is  this day. Here we  are  before You,  in our guilt, 
though no one can stand before You because of this! 
Ezra 9:13-15

While Ezra was praying, confessing, weeping, and bowing 
down before the Temple, a large group of men, women, and 
children gathered around him. They wept bitterly and the men 
admitted their sin against God by taking pagan wives “from 
the peoples of the land.” Shechaniah, the son of Jehiel, 
offered for the idea of making a covenant with God to put 
away all the foreign wives and the children born to them. Ezra 
arose and made all the people swear an oath that they would 
do what Shechaniah had said. The people swore an oath to 
do as he said. Ezra continued to fast and mourn “because of 
the guilt of those from the captivity.”
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A proclamation was issued “throughout Judah and Jerusalem 
to all the descendants of the captivity” that they had to gather 
in Jerusalem within three days. Those who didn’t come would 
have all their property confiscated, and they would be 
separated from the assembly of those from the captivity. The 
king of Persia had given that authority to Ezra. Here’s what 
Ezra said when the people gathered in Jerusalem –

So all the men of Judah and Benjamin gathered at 
Jerusalem within three days. It was  the ninth month, on 
the twentieth of the month; and all the people sat in the 
open square of the house of God, trembling because 
of this matter and because of heavy rain. Then Ezra the 
priest stood up and said to them, ‘You have transgressed 
and  have taken pagan wives, adding to the guilt of 
Israel. Now therefore, make confession to the Lord God 
of your fathers, and do His will; separate yourselves from 
the peoples of the land, and from the pagan wives. Then 
all the assembly answered and said with a loud voice, 
“Yes! As you have said, so we must do. Ezra 10:9-12
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The process of questioning each man who had taken a pagan 
wife took several weeks, but was finally completed. The men 
who had taken pagan wives included sons of priests, Levites, 
singers, and other members of the people. The names of the 
people are listed in Ezra 10:18-44.

The Book of Ezra and the Book of Nehemiah are separate 
books in English Bibles, but the Hebrew Bible connects them 
into one book entitled Ezra. Nehemiah is the second part of 
Ezra (sometimes called Ezra-Nehemiah). Let’s look now at 
how Nehemiah worked with Ezra to bring about a revival 
among God’s people.
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Nehemiah – From Cupbearer to Governor

The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. It came to 
pass in the month of Chislev,  in  the  twentieth year, as I 
was in  Shushan the  citadel,  that  Hanani one of my 
brethren came with men from Judah; and I asked them 
concerning the Jews who had escaped, who had 
survived the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem.  And 
they said to me, ‘The survivors who are left from the 
captivity in the  province  are  there in great distress 
and  reproach.  The wall of Jerusalem  is  also broken 
down, and its gates are burned with fire.’ So it was, when 
I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and 
mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before 
the God of heaven. Nehemiah 1:1-4
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Nehemiah was the cupbearer for King Artaxerxes –

And it came to pass in the month of Nisan, in the 
twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before 
him, that  I took the wine and gave it to the king. Now I 
had never been sad in his presence before.  Therefore 
the king said to me, ‘Why  is  your face sad, since 
you are not sick? This is nothing but sorrow of heart.’ So I 
became dreadfully afraid, and said to the king,  ‘May the 
king live forever! Why should my face not be sad, 
when the city, the place of my fathers’ tombs, lies waste, 
and its gates are burned with fire?’ Then the king said to 
me, ‘What do you request? So I  prayed to the God of 
heaven. And I said to the king, ‘If it pleases the king, and 
if your servant has found favor in your sight, I ask that 
you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, 
that I may rebuild it.’ Then the king said to me (the queen 
also sitting beside him), ‘How long will your journey be? 
And when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send 
me; and I set him a time. Furthermore I said to the king, 
‘If it pleases the king, let letters be given to me for 
the governors of the region beyond  the River, that they 
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must permit me to pass through till I come to Judah, and 
a letter to Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that he 
must give me timber to make beams for the gates of 
the citadel which pertains to the temple, for the city wall, 
and for the house that I will occupy.’ And the king 
granted  them  to me according to the good hand of my 
God upon me. Then I went to the governors  in the 
region  beyond the River, and gave them the king’s 
letters. Now the king had sent captains of the army and 
horsemen with me.  When  Sanballat the Horonite and 
Tobiah the Ammonite official heard of it, they were deeply 
disturbed that a man had come to seek the well-being of 
the children of Israel. Nehemiah 2:1-10

Sanballat and Tobiah opposed everything Nehemiah 
attempted to do when he arrived in Jerusalem with a few men. 
Nehemiah checked out the walls of Jerusalem, which were 
broken down, and found that its gates that were burned with 
fire. He also checked into the condition of the gates of the city. 
Things looked bad, but they were about to improve.
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Keep in mind that Ezra had been living in Jerusalem for more 
than a decade before Nehemiah arrived. Ezra’s primary work 
was to oversee Temple worship and teach the people of 
Judah the Law of God. We know from Ezra’s prayer in Ezra 9 
that he wanted to the ruins of Jerusalem rebuilt, along with a 
wall. However, that work was still to be done. God sent 
Nehemiah to complete the rebuilding work.

Sanballat, Tobiah, and an Arab named Geshem heard what 
Nehemiah planned to do and ridiculed him –

… they laughed at us and despised us, and said, 
“’What  is  this thing that you are doing? Will you rebel 
against the king?’ So I answered them, and said to them, 
‘The God of heaven Himself will prosper us; therefore we 
His servants will arise and build,  but you have no 
heritage or right or memorial in Jerusalem. Nehemiah 
2:19-20
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You can read details of the rebuilding in Nehemiah chapter 3. 
What we find in chapter 4 is that Sanballat was furious and 
indignant, and “mocked the Jews.” He spoke before his 
people and the army of Samaria and said – “What are these 
feeble Jews doing? Will they fortify themselves? Will they 
offer sacrifices? Will they complete it in a day? Will they revive 
the stones from the heaps of rubbish—stones  that are 
burned?”

Nehemiah prayed and ask God to protect them – “Hear, O our 
God, for we are despised;  turn their reproach on their own 
heads, and give them as plunder to a land of captivity! Do not 
cover their iniquity, and do not let their sin be blotted out from 
before You; for they have provoked You  to anger before the 
builders.”
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God did protect them by giving Nehemiah great wisdom in 
leading the people of Judah to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
The workers were growing tired and beginning to lose heart. 
They had heard that Sanballat was ready to lead an army to 
attack the Jews and kill them. Nehemiah prayed to God, then 
told the people not to be afraid. “Remember the Lord, great 
and awesome, and fight for your brethren, your sons, your 
daughters, your wives, and your houses.” Nehemiah 
positioned men behind the lower parts of the wall, at the 
openings, and set the people according to their families, with 
swords, spears, and bows. When their enemies heard that 
Nehemiah and the Jews knew about their plan to attack and 
kill them, “and that God had brought their plot to nothing,” 
everyone got back to work rebuilding the wall.

So it was, from that time on,  that  half of my servants 
worked at construction, while the other half held the 
spears, the shields, the bows, and wore armor; and the 
leaders were behind all the house of Judah. Those who 
built on the wall, and those who carried burdens, loaded 
themselves so that with one hand they worked at 
construction, and with the other held a weapon.  Every 
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one of the builders had his sword girded at his side as he 
built. And the one who sounded the trumpet was beside 
me. Nehemiah 4:16-18

Nehemiah was a wise and generous governor of the Jewish 
people. The people complained about many things, and 
Nehemiah solved their problems with grace and strength. You 
can read details in Nehemiah chapter 5. However, 
Nehemiah’s enemies were not done conspiring against him. 
Their desire was to kill him and stop the rebuilding of the wall 
around Jerusalem. God protected Nehemiah and gave him 
wisdom in dealing with Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem, and the 
rest of his enemies. You can read the details in Nehemiah 
chapters 6 and 7. Chapter 7 also includes names of the 
captives who returned to Jerusalem from Babylon. The stage 
was set for another revival of God’s people.
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The day came when all the people of Judah gathered together 
in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate. Ezra 
the priest brought the Law of Moses before the assembly of 
men and women and read from it from morning until midday. 
The people answered, “Amen, Amen!,” bowed their heads, 
and worshiped God with their faces to the ground. They also 
wept while hearing Ezra read from the Law of God –

And Nehemiah, who  was  the  governor, Ezra the 
priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people 
said to all the people,  ‘This day  is holy to the Lord your 
God; do not mourn nor weep.’ For all the people wept, 
when they heard the words of the Law. Then he said to 
them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet,  and 
send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; 
for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy 
of the Lord  is your strength.’ So the Levites quieted all 
the people, saying, ‘Be still, for the day is holy; do not be 
grieved.’ And all the people went their way to eat and 
drink, to  send portions and rejoice greatly, because 
they understood the words that were declared to them. 
Nehemiah 8:9-12
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God was reviving His people through His Word. The people 
heard the Law and responded appropriately. God then gave 
them time to physically recover and also to rejoice at what 
they had heard. The people learned from Ezra’s reading of 
the Law about dwelling in  booths during the feast of the 
seventh month.

Then the people went out and brought  them and made 
themselves booths, each one on the roof of his house, or 
in their courtyards or the courts of the house of God, and 
in the open square of the Water Gate and in the open 
square of the Gate of Ephraim. So the whole assembly of 
those who had returned from the captivity made booths 
and sat under the booths; for since the days of Joshua 
the son of Nun until that day the children of Israel had not 
done so. And there was very great gladness. Also day by 
day, from the first day until the last day, he read from the 
Book of the Law of God. And they kept the feast seven 
days; and on the  eighth day  there was  a sacred 
assembly, according to the  prescribed  manner. 
Nehemiah 8:16-18



Revival - To Live Again  of 53 94

The next step of revival for the people of Judah was to 
confess their sins to God –

Now on the twenty-fourth day of  this month the children 
of Israel were assembled with fasting, in sackcloth, and 
with dust on their heads. Then  those of Israelite lineage 
separated themselves from all foreigners; and they stood 
and  confessed their sins and the iniquities of their 
fathers. And they stood up in their place and  read from 
the Book of the Law of the Lord their God for one-fourth 
of the day; and  for another  fourth they confessed and 
worshiped the Lord their God. Nehemiah 9:1-3
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You can read all the details in Nehemiah chapters 9 and 10. 
The people made a covenant with God to serve Him –

Here we are, servants today! And the land that You gave 
to our fathers, To eat its fruit and its bounty, Here 
we are, servants in it! And  it yields much increase to the 
kings You have set over us, Because of our sins; Also 
they have  dominion over our bodies and our cattle At 
their pleasure; And we  are  in great distress. ‘And 
because of all this, We  make a sure  covenant  and 
write  it; Our leaders, our Levites, and our priests seal  it. 
Nehemiah 9:36-38
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You can read about Nehemiah’s dedication of the rebuilt wall 
around Jerusalem in Nehemiah 12. In chapter 13 we read this 
–

On that day  they read from the Book of Moses in the 
hearing of the people, and in it was found written that no 
Ammonite or Moabite should ever come into the 
assembly of God, because they had not met the children 
of Israel with bread and water, but hired Balaam against 
them to curse them. However, our God turned the curse 
into a blessing.  So it was, when they had heard the 
Law,  that they separated all the mixed multitude from 
Israel. Nehemiah 13:1-3



Revival - To Live Again  of 56 94

More Revival Lessons

If Nehemiah had stopped writing there, we might think that 
things went well for the people of Judah after that. That’s not 
the case. Nehemiah left Jerusalem and returned to Babylon 
“in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon” 
(Nehemiah 13:6). He spent some time with the king, then 
received permission to return to Jerusalem. What Nehemiah 
found upon his return “grieved” the governor “bitterly.” One of 
the Samaritan enemies of God’s people, named Tobiah, had 
taken advantage of Nehemiah’s being out of the country. Ezra 
is not mentioned in chapter 13 and had most likely passed 
away by that time. The thirty-second year of King Artaxerxes 
would have been about 433 or 432 BC. With Ezra dead and 
Nehemiah in Babylon, the enemy struck.
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This is a lesson about revival. Even when God’s people hear 
God’s Word, confess their sins, make a covenant to obey 
God, and rejoice in revival, the enemy is always nearby ready 
to pounce at the earliest possible opportunity. If you, your 
family, or church have experienced real revival – I mean real 
biblical revival – don’t let your guard down. The enemy is 
lurking nearby ready to pounce.

What happened while Nehemiah was in Babylon was that 
Eliashib the priest, “having authority over the storerooms of 
the house of our God, was allied with Tobiah.” Think you can 
trust someone in your church or denomination just because 
they have a position of authority? Think again. Many of 
today’s so-called spiritual leaders are wolves in sheep’s 
clothing, even as Jesus and His apostles warned. (See our 
studies on false preachers and teachers in today’s churches 
and denominations.)

https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-false-preachers-teachers/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-false-preachers-teachers/
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Eliashib prepared a large room for Tobiah, “where previously 
they had stored the grain offerings, the frankincense, the 
articles, the tithes of grain, the new wine and oil, which were 
commanded  to be given  to the Levites and singers and 
gatekeepers, and the offerings for the priests” (Nehemiah 
13:5). Nehemiah returned from Babylon and “discovered the 
evil that Eliashib had done for Tobiah, in preparing a room for 
him in the courts of the house of God.”

Nehemiah did what needs to be done in today’s churches and 
denominations, if we want to experience God’s blessings. He 
threw all of the household goods of Tobiah out of the room. 
Nehemiah commanded that the rooms be cleaned and the 
articles of the house of God, with the grain offering and the 
frankincense, be returned once the rooms were cleansed.

Nehemiah was not done “cleaning house” in Jerusalem. In the 
short time he had been away, the spiritual life of Judah had 
fallen into disrepair. What does a spiritual leader do? Get to 
work and repair the problems. One of the big problems we 
have in churches and denominations today is a lack of real 
spiritual leadership. Many people who call themselves pastors 
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and bishops do not have the spiritual backbone to stand up to 
the attacks of the enemy within their congregations and 
denominations and clean house. Nehemiah is a great 
example of how it’s done. Keep in mind that Nehemiah was a 
governor with great authority from the king of Babylon. 
Nehemiah used his earthly authority and his Heavenly calling 
to make a difference.

I also realized that the portions for the Levites had not 
been given them; for each of the Levites and the singers 
who did the work had gone back to  his field.  So  I 
contended with the rulers, and said, ‘Why is the house of 
God forsaken?’ And I gathered them together and set 
them in their place. Then all Judah brought the tithe of 
the grain and the new wine and the oil to the 
storehouse.  And I appointed as treasurers over the 
storehouse Shelemiah the priest and Zadok the scribe, 
and of the Levites, Pedaiah; and next to them was Hanan 
the son of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah; for they were 
considered  faithful, and their task  was  to distribute to 
their brethren. Remember me, O my God, concerning 
this, and do not wipe out my good deeds that I have done 
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for the house of my God, and for its services! In those 
days I saw people in Judah treading winepresses on the 
Sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and loading donkeys 
with wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of burdens, which 
they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. And I 
warned  them about the day on which they were selling 
provisions. Men of Tyre dwelt there also, who brought in 
fish and all kinds of goods, and sold them on the Sabbath 
to the children of Judah, and in Jerusalem. Then I 
contended with the nobles of Judah, and said to them, 
‘What evil thing is this that you do, by which you profane 
the Sabbath day? Did not your fathers do thus, and did 
not our God bring all this disaster on us and on this city? 
Yet you bring added wrath on Israel by profaning the 
Sabbath.’ So it was, at the gates of Jerusalem, as 
it  began to be dark before the Sabbath, that I 
commanded the gates to be shut, and charged that they 
must not be opened till after the Sabbath.  Then I 
posted  some  of my servants at the gates,  so that  no 
burdens would be brought in on the Sabbath day. Now 
the merchants and sellers of all kinds of wares  lodged 
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outside Jerusalem once or twice. Then I warned them, 
and said to them, ‘Why do you spend the night around 
the wall? If you do  so  again, I will lay hands on you!’ 
From that time on they came no  more  on the 
Sabbath. And I commanded the Levites that they should 
cleanse themselves, and that they should go and guard 
the gates, to sanctify the Sabbath day. Remember me, O 
my God, concerning this also, and spare me according to 
the greatness of Your mercy! In those days I also saw 
J e w s  w h o  h a d m a r r i e d w o m e n o f  A s h d o d , 
Ammon, and Moab. And half of their children spoke the 
language of Ashdod, and could not speak the language 
of Judah, but spoke according to the language of one or 
the other people. So I contended with them and cursed 
them, struck some of them and pulled out their hair, and 
made them  swear by God,  saying,  ‘You shall not give 
your daughters as wives to their sons, nor take their 
daughters for your sons or yourselves. Did not Solomon 
king of Israel sin by these things? Yet among many 
nations there was no king like him, who was beloved of 
h i s God ; and God made h im k ing over a l l 
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Israel. Nevertheless pagan women caused even him to 
sin.  Should we then hear of your doing all this great 
evil,  transgressing against our God by marrying pagan 
women?’ And  one  of the sons  of Joiada, the son of 
Eliashib the high priest, was a son-in-law of Sanballat the 
Horonite; therefore I drove him from me. Remember 
them, O my God, because they have defiled the 
priesthood and  the covenant of the priesthood and the 
Levites. Thus I cleansed them of everything pagan. I 
also assigned duties to the priests and the Levites, each 
to his service, and  to bringing  the wood offering and the 
firstfruits at appointed times. Remember me, O my God, 
for good! Nehemiah 13:10-30

I am not suggesting that Christian leaders today use physical 
force to deal with pagan-style problems in churches or 
denominations. Nehemiah was a governor with special 
powers given to him by the king of Babylon. Christian leaders 
don’t have that kind of authority. However, they do have the 
authority given to them by Jesus Christ and His apostles in 
the New Testament. If they will use that authority properly, we 
could see a great revival in our nation.
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If you’re wondering whether today’s churches and 
denominations have problems with paganism, the answer is 
yes. Pagan-type practices have taken over in many churches 
and denominations, which is one reason our country and 
others are suffering. God will not bless His people when they 
allow paganism to be disguised as Christian worship and 
service. If you don’t know what I mean by this, please visit our 
section on False Preachers and Teachers.

The results of true revival are always that God is glorified 
through the obedience, service, and worship of His people. 
While Christians are no longer under the law, we can still 
learn from the principles of revival so powerfully demonstrated 
for us in the Old Testament.

https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-false-preachers-teachers/
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Chapter Twenty

As we mentioned in the last part of our study, God used two 
prophets to help rebuild the Temple that the Babylonians had 
destroyed decades earlier – Zechariah and Haggai. They 
prophesied in Jerusalem during the latter part of the 6th 
century BC. The results were good, but turned out to be short-
lived. Decades later God sent three other men to Jerusalem 
to revive His people again – a priest, a governor, and a 
prophet.

We looked at the revivals God brought to His people through 
the priest and governor in the last part of our series. We turn 
now to the prophet.
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The Prophet Malachi

The last writing in the English Old Testament is the Book of 
Malachi. Not so in the Hebrew Bible. It ends with Chronicles. 
Ezra/Nehemiah is the second to last Book in the Hebrew 
Bible.

The English Old Testament has 39 Books, while the Hebrew 
Bible has 24. It’s not that the English Old Testament has extra 
writings not in the Hebrew Bible. It’s because the English Old 
Testament was divided differently centuries ago.

For example –

• Hebrew Bible – Chronicles

• English Old Testament – 1 Chronicles & 2 Chronicles

• Hebrew Bible – Kings

• English Old Testament – 1 Kings & 2 Kings
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• Hebrew Bible – Ezra/Nehemiah

• English Old Testament – Ezra & Nehemiah

• Hebrew Bible – The Twelve (minor prophets)

• English Old Testament –

◦ Hosea

◦ Joel

◦ Amos

◦ Obadiah

◦ Jonah

◦ Micah

◦ Nahum

◦ Habakkuk

◦ Zephaniah

◦ Haggai

◦ Zechariah

◦ Malachi
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You may learn that some Bibles include writings that are not 
in either the Hebrew Bible or many versions of the English Old 
Testament. Those writings are known as the Apocrypha. We’ll 
look at those in the next part of our series, but for now we’ll 
focus on the English Bibles with 39 Books.

Malachi is the last prophet listed in both the Hebrew Bible and 
the English Old Testament. That’s important for a number of 
reasons. Let’s look at those reasons that impact the revival of 
God’s people.
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Malachi and Revival

The Book of Malachi begins with these words – “The burden 
of the word of the  Lord  to Israel  by Malachi.” The Hebrew 
word translated “burden” is מַׂשָּ֥א  (maśśā). It means “burden, 
bearing, load, lifting” and is the idea of something being heavy 
to lift. Dr. William Wilson, a Hebrew scholar, wrote that the 
word can mean “a judgment that lies heavy on a people,” or 
as an “oracle uttered as in Zech. xii.1, and Mal. i.1.” (William 
Wilson, Old Testament Word Studies, MacDonald Publishing, 
p 59)

Malachi’s name means “my messenger.” It’s believed that 
Malachi prophesied to Judah between Nehemiah’s first and 
second visits to Jerusalem. Nehemiah returned to Babylon in 
the “thirty-second year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon.” Ezra 
the priest had passed away earlier, so the enemy was ready 
to attack Judah once Nehemiah left the country. A Samaritan 
leader, Tobiah, was allowed to live in the Temple, the priests 
were mistreated, the Sabbath was not being kept properly, 
and many Jews returned to the practice of marrying pagan 
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wives. Nehemiah was grieved bitterly and cleaned things up 
physically and spiritually.

Malachi the prophet spoke what God told Him to say to His 
people. Here’s some of what Malachi said and wrote –

A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then 
I am the Father, Where  is  My honor? And if I  am  a 
Master, Where  is My reverence? Says the Lord of hosts 
To you priests who despise My name. Malachi 1:6

You offer defiled food on My altar, But say, ‘In what way 
have we defiled You?’ By saying, ‘The table of 
the Lord is contemptible.’ And when you offer the blind as 
a sacrifice, Is it  not evil? And when you offer the lame 
and sick, Is it  not evil? Offer it then to your governor! 
Would he be pleased with you? Would he  accept  you 
favorably?’ Says the  Lord  of hosts. But now entreat 
God’s favor, That He may be gracious to us. While this is 
being  done  by your hands, Will He accept you 
favorably?’ Says the  Lord  of hosts. Who  is there  even 
among you who would shut the doors, So that you would 
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not kindle fire on My altar in vain? I have no pleasure in 
you,’ Says the Lord of hosts, ‘Nor will I accept an offering 
from your hands. For  from the rising of the sun, even to 
its going down, My name  shall be  great  among the 
Gentiles; In every place  incense  shall be offered to My 
name, And a pure offering; For My name shall be great 
among the nations,” Says the  Lord  of hosts. ‘But you 
profane it, In that you say, ‘The table of the  Lord  is 
defiled; And its fruit, its food,  is  contemptible.’ You also 
say, ‘Oh, what a weariness!’ And you sneer at it,’ Says 
the  Lord  of hosts. ‘And you bring the stolen, the lame, 
and the sick; Thus you bring an offering! Should I accept 
this from your hand?’ Says the Lord. ‘But cursed be  the 
deceiver Who has in his flock a male, And takes a vow, 
But sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished— For I am a 
great King,’ Says the Lord of hosts, And My name  is to 
be feared among the nations. Malachi 1:7-14
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And now, O priests, this commandment is for you. If you 
will not hear, And if you will not take  it  to heart, To give 
glory to My name,’ Says the Lord of hosts, ‘I will send a 
curse upon you, And I will curse your blessings. Yes, I 
have cursed them already, Because you do not take it to 
heart. Malachi 2:1-2

For  the lips of a priest should keep knowledge, 
And people should seek the law from his mouth; For he 
is the messenger of the  Lord  of hosts. But you have 
departed from the way; You  have caused many to 
stumble at the law. You have corrupted the covenant of 
Levi,’ Says the  Lord  of hosts. ‘Therefore  I also have 
made you contemptible and base Before all the people, 
Because you have not kept My ways But have 
shown partiality in the law.” Malachi 2:7-9
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Judah has dealt treacherously, And an abomination has 
been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem, For Judah 
has profaned The Lord’s holy  institution which He loves: 
He has married the daughter of a foreign god. May 
the  Lord  cut off from the tents of Jacob The man who 
does this, being  awake and aware, Yet who brings an 
offering to the Lord of hosts! And this is the second thing 
you do: You cover the altar of the Lord with tears, With 
weeping and crying; So He does not regard the offering 
anymore, Nor receive  it with goodwill from your hands. 
Yet you say, ‘For what reason?’ Because the  Lord  has 
been witness Between you and  the wife of your youth, 
With whom you have dealt treacherously; Yet she is your 
companion And your wife by covenant. But  did He not 
make them one, Having a remnant of the Spirit? And why 
one? He seeks godly offspring. Therefore take heed to 
your spirit, And let none deal treacherously with the wife 
of his youth. For  the  Lord God of Israel says That He 
hates divorce, For it covers one’s garment with violence,’ 
Says the  Lord  of hosts. ‘Therefore take heed to your 
spirit, That you do not deal treacherously.’ You have 
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wearied the Lord with your words; Yet you say, ‘In what 
way have we wearied Him?‘ In that you say, ‘Everyone 
who does evil Is good in the sight of the Lord, And He 
delights in them,’ Or, ‘Where  is  the God of justice?’ 
Malachi 2:11-17

Malachi’s prophecies, the “burden” of the Lord, sounded 
harsh with little hope for re-establishing a relationship 
between God and His people. Yet, Malachi begins with these 
words – “I  have loved you,’ says the  Lord.” God loves His 
people with an everlasting love. That’s important to remember 
as we pray and work for revival in our lives and the lives of 
our families, churches, and denominations.
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So, what about Israel and Judah at the end of the 5th century 
BC? What would God do? We see an amazing promise in the 
second half of Malachi’s prophecy –

Behold,  I send My messenger, And he will  prepare the 
way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, Will 
suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the 
covenant, In whom you delight. Behold, He is coming,’ 
Says the Lord of hosts. Malachi 3:1

God said that He would send His “messenger” (מַלְאָכִ֔י – 
mal’āḵî) to prepare the way before Him, and that the Lord 
would suddenly come to His Temple, “Even the Messenger of 
the covenant, In whom you delight.” That sounds hopeful for 
Israel and Judah, but read on –

But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can 
stand when He appears? For He  is  like a refiner’s fire 
And like launderers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner and a 
purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, And purge 
them as gold and silver, That they may offer to the Lord 
An offering in righteousness. ‘Then the offering of Judah 
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and Jerusalem Will be  pleasant to the  Lord, As in the 
days of old, As in former years. And I will come near you 
for judgment; I will be a swift witness Against sorcerers, 
Against adulterers, Against perjurers, Against those 
who exploit wage earners and widows and orphans, And 
against those who turn away an alien— Because they do 
not fear Me,’ Says the Lord of hosts. Malachi 3:2-5

Malachi’s prophecy addressed the two comings of God to His 
people – through His Son Jesus Christ. The first coming 
would judge sin and Satan. The second coming would judge 
the nations and people of the world. We’ll learn more about 
that prophecy and its fulfillment in our study of New Testament 
revivals.

Malachi continued to exhort Judah to return to God and 
remember His Law. That included bringing tithes as evidence 
of repentance –

Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be 
food in My house, And try Me now in this,’ Says 
the Lord of hosts, 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‘If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And pour 
out for you  such  blessing That  there will  not  be 
room enough to receive it. ‘And I will rebuke the devourer 
for your sakes, So that he will not destroy the fruit of your 
ground, Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the 
field,’ Says the Lord of hosts; ‘And all nations will call you 
blessed, For you will be  a delightful land,’ Says 
the Lord of hosts. Malachi 3:10-12

God is always listening to His people. He loves His people 
and wants them to fear Him, repent, confess, change their 
ways, and remember God –

Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another, 
And the  Lord  listened and heard  them; So  a book of 
remembrance was written before Him For those who fear 
the Lord And who meditate on His name. They shall be 
Mine,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘On the day that I make 
them My  jewels. And  I will spare them As a man spares 
his own son who serves him.’ Then you shall again 
discern Between the righteous and the wicked, Between 
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one who serves God And one who does not serve Him. 
Malachi 3:16-18

The final words of Malachi, the last prophet Judah would hear 
from for hundreds of years, are these –

For behold, the day is coming, Burning like an oven, And 
all  the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be  stubble. 
And the day which is coming shall burn them up,’ Says 
the Lord of hosts, ‘That will  leave them neither root nor 
branch.  But to you who  fear My name The  Sun of 
Righteousness shall arise With healing in His wings; And 
you shall go out And grow fat like stall-fed calves. You 
shall trample the wicked, For they shall be ashes under 
the soles of your feet On the day that I do  this,‘ Says 
the  Lord  of hosts. ‘Remember the  Law of Moses, My 
servant, Which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel, 
With  the  statutes and judgments. Behold, I will send 
you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord. And he will turn The hearts of 
the fathers to the children, And the hearts of the children 
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to their fathers, Lest I come and strike the earth with a 
curse. Malachi 4:1-6

Those were the last words Judah heard from God for more 
than 400 years. What we see in Malachi is the promise of a 
great revival for God’s people, but one that would include 
harsh judgment on unbelievers. To those who fear God’s 
name, “The Sun of Righteousness shall arise With healing in 
His wings.” That healing will bring about a great revival 
without end.
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Chapter Twenty One

Malachi was the last prophet in the Hebrew Bible (Christian 
Old Testament). He prophesied to Judah toward the end of 
the 5th century BC. God did not speak to His people again 
until the early part of the 1st century AD, through the prophet 
John the Baptist. Those 400+ years are often called the 
“Silent Years” and the “Intertestamental Period.”

Even though God did not speak through a prophet during 
those “silent” years, the people of Judah had the Hebrew 
Bible. They had the Torah, the Prophets, and the Writings. All 
they had to do was read and obey. Did they? Did the people 
of Judah experience revival during those centuries between 
prophets? Let’s see what we can learn from the history of 
Judah. Keep in mind that the history of Israel, the Northern 
Kingdom, ended when the Assyrian king and his army 
removed the Israelites from the land and replaced them with 
Gentiles from pagan nations.
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Between Prophets

Even though the biblical history of Judah ends with Ezra, 
Nehemiah and Malachi, we know something of what 
happened in Judah because of a group of writings known as 
the Apocrypha. You won’t find those writings in the Hebrew 
Bible or many English translations of the Old Testament, but 
you will find them in the Septuagint (Greek translation of the 
Hebrew Bible), the Latin Vulgate, and many other Bibles 
available to read today. Even the original King James Version 
included a section that included the books of the Apocrypha.

I’ve dealt with the question of whether any of the writings of 
the Apocrypha should be part of the official canon of Scripture 
in other places, so I won’t deal with that here. If you’re 
interested in reading about that, you can visit these studies on 
our website –

• Can I Trust My Bible Translation?

• Can I Trust The Bible – Part 4

• Can I Trust The Bible – Part 5

https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2020/02/can-i-trust-my-bible-translation.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/can-i-trust-the-bible-part-4.pdf
https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/can-i-trust-the-bible-part-5.pdf
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• Can I Trust The Bible – Part 6

• Convince Me There’s A God: Evidence From The 
Intertestamental Period

One thing I’ve learned from studying the Apocrypha is some 
of Judah’s history between prophets. 1 Maccabees is one 
example. It demonstrates that the people of Judah who lived 
after Nehemiah and Malachi’s time knew there were no 
prophets in the land. These are the only verses in 1 
Maccabees that mention a prophet.

“They thought it best to pull it down, lest it should be a 
reproach to them, because the heathen had defiled it: 
wherefore they pulled it down, And laid up the stones in 
the mountain of the temple in a convenient place, until 
there should come a prophet to shew what should be 
done with them.” 1 Maccabees 4:45-46

“So was there a great affliction in Israel, the like whereof 
was not since the time that a prophet was not seen 
among them.” 1 Maccabees 9:27

https://gracelifethoughts.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/can-i-trust-the-bible-part-6.pdf
https://faithandselfdefense.com/2018/03/09/convince-me-theres-a-god-evidence-from-the-intertestamental-period/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/2018/03/09/convince-me-theres-a-god-evidence-from-the-intertestamental-period/
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“Also that the Jews and priests were well pleased that 
Simon should be their governor and high priest for ever, 
until there should arise a faithful prophet.” 1 Maccabees 
14:41

The Old Testament makes it clear that God only speaks to His 
people through prophets (e.g. Amos 3:7; Hebrews 1:1). Read 
through the Apocryphal writings and you won’t find a true 
prophet speaking the oracles of God. God was “silent” for 
centuries. The last thing God said through a prophet was that 
He was going to send His “messenger” who would prepare 
the way before Him –

Behold,  I send My messenger, And he will  prepare the 
way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, Will 
suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the 
covenant, In whom you delight. Behold, He is coming, 
‘Says the Lord of hosts.’ Malachi 3:1

We will meet the messenger and the Messenger in the New 
Testament Gospels.
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Revival or Reversal?

When we last saw the people of Judah in the Book of 
Nehemiah, they were under the watchful care of a governor 
(Nehemiah) who was in the service of King Artexerxes of the 
Achaemenid Persian Empire. The king had given Nehemiah 
almost complete control over what happened to Judah and its 
people. However, Nehemiah and King Artexerxes eventually 
died. So, what happened to Judah?

We know what happened for at least a few reasons. There 
are some historical documents within the Apocrypha. There’ 
are also secular historical records, including archaeology, 
about the land of Judah during the Intertestamental Period. 
Then, there are the prophetic writings of the Hebrew Bible 
concerning the future of Judah. One of those is in the Book of 
Daniel.
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Daniel was a youth of noble background in Judah. He and 
some of his friends were taken captive by the Babylonians 
about 605 BC. Daniel successfully interpreted a dream that 
bothered the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar. The dream 
concerned the future of several earthly kingdoms, including 
Babylonia, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and an everlasting 
Kingdom. Here’s part of Daniel’s interpretation –

You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven 
has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and glory; and 
wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of the 
field and the birds of the heaven, He has given them into 
your hand, and has made you ruler over them all—
you are this head of gold But after you shall arise another 
kingdom  inferior to yours; then another, a third kingdom 
of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth.  And  the 
fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as 
iron breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like 
iron that crushes,  that kingdom will break in pieces and 
crush all the others. Whereas you saw the feet and toes, 
partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall 
be divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just 
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as you saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay. And as the 
toes of the feet  were  partly of iron and partly of 
clay,  so  the kingdom shall be partly strong and 
partly  fragile. As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, 
they will mingle with the seed of men; but they will not 
adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with 
clay. And in the days of these kings  the God of heaven 
will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people;  it 
shall break in pieces and  consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand forever. Inasmuch as you saw that the 
stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and 
that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the 
silver, and the gold—the great God has made known to 
the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is 
certain, and its interpretation is sure. Daniel 2:37-45
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Daniel served the kings of the first two of those kingdoms: 
Babylonia and Medo-Persia. King Cyrus of Persia gave his 
support to Jews who wanted to return to Judah and rebuild 
the Temple in Jerusalem. Cyrus was the first king of the 
Achaemenid Persian Empire. King Artexerxes was the sixth 
king of that empire. He died about 425 BC. Nehemiah’s death 
is not known for sure, but it was probably in that same time 
period.

As Daniel had prophesied, the second kingdom (Medo-
Persia) was replaced by a third kingdom (Greece). Alexander 
the Great defeated King Darius III in 332 BC and ruled over a 
large portion of the world’s population. Alexander died several 
years later without leaving an heir, so four of his generals 
fought over Alexander’s kingdom and divided it into four parts. 
That was another prophecy of Daniel’s hundreds of years 
before it happened –
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Then a mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with great 
dominion, and do according to his will. And when he has 
arisen,  his kingdom shall be broken up and divided 
toward the four winds of heaven, but not among his 
posterity  nor according to his dominion with which he 
ruled; for his kingdom shall be uprooted, even for others 
besides these. Daniel 11:3-4

The four new kingdoms that were ruled by Alexander’s 
generals were Egypt (Ptolemies), Syria (Seleucids), 
Macedonia (Antigonids), and Pergamum (Attalids). The two 
kingdoms that affected Judah most were the Ptolemies to 
their south and the Seleucids to their north. The Jews in 
Judah were under the rule of one of those kingdoms for more 
than 150 years. You can read Daniel 11 and compare it to 
secular history to see the accuracy of his prophetic visions.
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A Seleucid ruler named Antiochus IV Epiphanes was 
especially cruel to the Jews, and desecrated the Temple in 
Jerusalem. A Jewish priest named Judas Maccabeus led a 
revolt against the Seleucids and won about164 BC. He had 
the Temple cleansed, which and started what became known 
as the Hasmonean Dynasty. Judah was back under self rule 
for almost a hundred years until the Roman Republic 
conquered Judea (as Judah was known) about 63 BC. Rome 
installed an Idumean named Herod as king in about 37 BC. 
Herod married a Hasmonean princess to give Jews an 
impression of legitimacy. He ruled until his death between 4 
and 1 BC.

So, would you call any of that revival or reversal? Were the 
people of Judah better off after the revivals of Ezra and 
Nehemiah or the failed attempt at re-establishing a Jewish 
kingdom? I see no revival during the years that God was 
“silent.” The prophets foretold what would happen and it 
would include the reversal of Judah’s fortunes.
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Old Testament Revival Summary

I hope you have enjoyed our series about revivals in the Old 
Testament. God loves His people. He wants to revive them – 
give life to them again. However, God’s chosen people in the 
Old Testament days were sinful. We saw that all the way back 
to Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Seth and Enosh, and all 
their descendants.

God warns His people about judgment for their sins because 
He loves them. He wants them to respond to His love for them 
with love for Him. God also wants His people to obey Him, 
worship Him, and serve Him. That’s clear from what God said 
through the prophets. However, because of sinful hearts and 
minds the people of God did not respond to Him in the way 
He required. God suffered through centuries of disobedience 
and wickedness before finally destroying every person on 
earth, except for Noah and his family and starting again. God 
suffered through more centuries of disobedience and 
wickedness before calling Abram (Abraham) and making him 
the father of many nations. God suffered through even more 
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centuries of disobedience and wickedness as the 
descendants of Abraham disobeyed God and were continually 
wicked in His sight.

However, and this is important to understand, God has an 
eternal plan that is working out according to the pleasure of 
His will. Part of that plan is reviving His people, giving them 
life again. We see many small and large revivals in the Old 
Testament, but they are not the final reviving of God’s people. 
That’s what God proclaimed through His prophets. The day is 
soon coming when the Seed of the woman who will destroy 
the seed of the serpent.

The Old Testament is the first part of God revealing Himself to 
His people. We learn that God is loving and kind. He is 
gracious and compassionate. He is longsuffering and 
forgiving. We also learn that God is holy and just. He is 
righteous and sovereign. He is good and true.
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God talked with Moses “face to face, as a man speaks to his 
friend” (Exodus 33:11). When Moses asked God to show him 
His glory, God said – ‘I will make all My goodness pass before 
you, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before you. I will 
be gracious to whom I will be  gracious, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion.’ Exodus 33:19).

God wants to revive His people, but revival comes only one 
way – the way God declares. We cannot invent revival. We 
cannot conjure up revival. We cannot pretend revival. Revival 
is real when God gives it to His people. However, we must do 
what God says, exactly as He says, when He says.

I hope you will use this series to remind yourself and your 
fellow believers of the greatness of our God and how He 
revives His people. May God be loved, praised, glorified, 
worshiped, and obeyed!
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Next eBook

We will begin looking at the great revivals of the New 
Testament period as our series continues.

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. 
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.
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