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Chapter One

One of the best-known Bible verses about revival is found in 
Psalm 85:

Will You be angry with us forever? Will You prolong Your 
anger to all generations? Will You not  revive us again, 
That Your people may rejoice in You? Show us Your 
mercy, Lord, And grant us Your salvation. Psalm 85:5-7

Many Bible scholars believe one or more of the sons of Korah 
wrote Psalm 85 sometime after a remnant of Jews returned to 
Judea following the Babylonian captivity. That fits with other 
thoughts expressed in the Psalm;

• Lord, You have been favorable to Your land

• You have brought back the captivity of Jacob

• You have forgiven the iniquity of Your people

• You have covered all their sin

• You have taken away all Your wrath
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• You have turned from the fierceness of Your anger

• I will hear what God the  Lord  will speak, For He will 
speak peace To His people and to His saints

• But let them not turn back to folly

• Surely His salvation  is near to those who fear Him, That 
glory may dwell in our land

Notice that the sons of Korah asked God to “revive” them – 
“Will You not revive us again…” The Hebrew word חָיָה 
(chayah) in verse 6, which translates as “revive” in some 
English Bibles. Other translations use “quicken,” “bring back 
to life,” “give us fresh life,” “give us new life,” and “restore our 
lives.” Hebrew scholars Keil and Delitzsch wrote that the word 
carries the idea of God turning again to His people.

The poet prays that God would manifest Himself anew to 
His people as He has done in former days. Keil and 
Delitzsch Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament
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The Hebrew word chayah is used more than 260 times in the 
Hebrew Bible (Old Testament). You will find it used for how 
long a person lived in ancient times, as well as eating food to 
live, and being saved from death, among other uses.

Since chayah is such a common Hebrew word, why would the 
sons of Korah choose to use it when calling on God to “revive” 
them again? That seems like such a specific request. What 
does “revival” have to do with “to live again”?

I think the word choice is perfect for the occasion. The life of 
Judaism was in its Temple and Holy City. God removed His 
glory from the Temple because of the wickedness of His 
people (Ezekiel 10). The Babylonians besieged Jerusalem, 
destroyed the Temple, killed thousands of Jews, and took 
thousands more into captivity. What better desire than for 
Jews to ask God to give them “life again” upon returning to 
their land from decades of captivity? God returned a remnant 
of His people to Judea to rebuild the Temple and the City of 
Jerusalem. The sons of Korah knew that what the people 
needed was for God to “revive” them again.
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As we launch into this new series about revival, keep in mind 
the last part of verse 6 – “Will You not  revive us again, That 
Your people may rejoice in You?” Revival has a specific goal 
and that goal is always focused on rejoicing in God and what 
pleases Him.
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Revival

I remember hearing the word “revival” many times as a child. 
The church I attended scheduled a couple of “revivals” every 
year: usually a revival in Spring and another in Autumn. The 
revivals were usually scheduled for Sunday thru Wednesday, 
but I do remember some that went from Sunday to Sunday. 
We usually had an evangelist as special speaker for the 
week. The emphasis was on people getting saved and 
Christians getting right with God. I wasn’t interested in either, 
but attended because it was what my family did. I stopped 
going to revival meetings sometime in high school, which is 
when I stopped attending church.

The idea of “revival” took on a new meaning for me after I 
became a Christian. One of the men God used to answer my 
many questions as an atheist was involved in a “revival” 
ministry. It wasn’t long before I was also involved. I recorded 
the revival services, then edited them for radio programs that 
ran on stations in the United States and other English-
speaking countries.
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The Earliest Revivals?

My friend and other revivalists in the ministry often shared the 
history of revivals in their sermons. They shared stories of 
how God blessed His people as they confessed their sin to 
God and to each other, promised to obey and rejoice in God, 
and prayed that the lost would come to Christ for salvation. 
Much of the history of revival that I heard preached was 
focused on Great Awakenings in America and Europe in 
previous centuries.

However, God’s work in “reviving” His people goes back 
thousands of years before those events. The Bible records 
several revivals for us to study and consider. We’ll look at 
several of them in this series, but where I’m going to begin 
may surprise you. It’s not what we might think of as “revival.”

Revival is always the work of God. God does the reviving. He 
is Sovereign and decides how He will rule His people. That 
rule often includes judgment. The words of the Apostle Peter 
continue to ring in my ears:
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For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house 
of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end 
of those who do not obey the gospel of God? Now If the 
righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly 
and the sinner appear? 1 Peter 4:17-18

Be sure to check out the context of 1 Peter 4 because it deals 
specifically with suffering as a follower of Christ “according to 
the will of God.”

Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of 
God  commit their souls  to Him  in doing good, as to a 
faithful Creator. 1 Peter 4:19

I’ve been around “revivals” and the idea of revival since I 
became a Christian more than 50 years ago. I don’t believe 
humans can manufacture or manipulate revival. God does the 
reviving. Revival is always according to the will of God. So, 
when did God will that “revival” would begin with humanity?
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Seth’s Revival

Adam and Eve, the first humans, sinned against God. God 
cursed them and banished them from the Garden of Eden. 
God also promised that He would send salvation through the 
“Seed” of the woman. Eve thought her first son, Cain, would 
be that man. However, Cain murdered his younger brother 
Abel. God then cursed and banished Cain. So, what would 
happen to God’s promise of a “Seed” to defeat Satan? How 
would God accomplish His will for the salvation of humans? 
Eve became pregnant and gave birth to another son. His 
name was Seth. As we see in Luke’s genealogy of Jesus 
Christ, Seth is mentioned following Adam.

Seth had a son and named him Enosh (אֱנֹוׁש – man). What 
followed might be the first “revival.”

Then  men  began  to call on the name of the  Lord. 
Genesis 4:26b
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The Hebrew word for “call” is ָקָרא and means “proclaim, call, 
read.” People began to “proclaim, call” on the name of the 
Lord. God was at work in accomplishing His will to bring forth 
the promised Seed. God gave new life to His promise. Even 
after several generations from Seth and Enosh, we see God’s 
people continuing to please Him:

And  Enoch walked with God; and he  was  not, for 
God took him. Genesis 5:24

By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see 
death, ‘and was not found, because God had taken him’; 
for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God. Hebrews 11:5

Enoch was the great-grandfather of Noah.
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Noah’s Revival

We could even consider the salvation of Noah and his family 
through the Flood as a type of “revival” considering that God 
was going to destroy all life on Earth, but chose instead to 
give it “new life”.

And the  Lord  said,  ‘My Spirit shall not  strive with man 
forever,  for he  is  indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one 
hundred and twenty years … But Noah  found grace in 
the eyes of the Lord. Genesis 6:3, 8

The humans who came from the lineage of Adam through 
Cain and Seth were full of wickedness and violence by the 
time we get to Genesis 6. “The Lord was sorry that He had 
made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His  heart.” 
However, God did not destroy every living thing on earth 
because “Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis 
6:8).
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Noah is called “a just man,  perfect in his generations. 
Noah  walked with God” (Genesis 6:9). The Apostle Peter 
referred to Noah as a “preacher of righteousness” in 2 Peter 
2:5. The Greek reads – δικαιοσυνης κηρυκα. Noah was “a 
herald, a proclaimer, a preacher” of “righteousness, justice.” It 
carries the idea of a judicial decree that is just and right. What 
God planned to do to life on Earth was His absolute right as 
Creator and Judge. Noah acted as the human “proclaimer” of 
God’s Word concerning His judicial decree.

Genesis 6:3 says that the days of humans “shall be one 
hundred and twenty years.” That was most likely a countdown 
to the destructive Flood. God gave people one hundred and 
twenty years. To do what? That may be where Noah’s being a 
“preacher of righteousness” came into play. Noah may have 
preached repentance from sin and turning to God during 
much of that time, even as he and his sons built the Ark.
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What did other people do? They continued to live their lives 
as if Noah’s preaching was not true or didn’t matter. Jesus 
told His disciples that in the days before the Flood people 
“were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noah entered the ark” (Matthew 24:38). 
Jesus said people would be doing the same thing when He 
returned to Earth to judge the nations and establish His world-
wide Kingdom. Most people who hear God’s Word proclaimed 
today either don’t believe it’s true or don’t care. They live their 
lives as if God does not matter.

Noah built an Ark to God’s specifications and entered it with 
his family and a specific number of animals, birds, and 
creeping things at God’s command. Once they were all 
onboard the Ark, “the  Lord  shut him in” (Genesis 7:16). 
“Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters were 
on the earth” (Genesis 7:6).
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The details about the Flood waters in Genesis 7 are difficult 
for people today to comprehend. I covered floods as a 
reporter and saw the devastation that flood waters can have 
on people and property. I’ve seen video of tsunamis that 
outstripped anything I had personally witnessed. But none of 
that compares with a Flood that covered the Earth.

The waters prevailed and greatly increased on the 
earth,  and the ark moved about on the surface of the 
waters.  And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the 
earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were 
covered. The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and 
the mountains were covered.  And all flesh died that 
moved on  the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every 
man. All in whose nostrils was  the breath of the spirit of 
life, all that was on the dry  land, died. So He destroyed 
all living things which were on the face of the ground: 
both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. 
They were destroyed from the earth. Only  Noah and 
those who were with him in the ark remained alive. And 
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the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty 
days. Genesis 7:18-24

God’s righteous judgment was on full display during the 
Flood, but where’s the revival?

Then God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and 
all the animals that were with him in the ark. Genesis 8:1

God “remembered.” This is the first time we see the Hebrew 
word זָכַר (zakar) used in the Bible. It means to “be mindful of, 
bring to mind.” God did not forget Noah. God did not forget 
His promise to bring forth the Seed who would destroy the 
enemy of God and humanity. God had an Eternal Plan and He 
was working out His Plan. He started the physical process 
that led to Noah, his family, and all living beings on the Ark 
being able to leave the Ark and step on dry ground. Revival 
was underway.



Revival - To Live Again  of 17 102

Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every 
clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt 
offerings on the altar. And the Lord  smelled a soothing 
aroma. Then the  Lord  said in His heart, ‘I will never 
again  curse the ground for man’s sake, although 
the  imagination of man’s heart  is evil from his youth; nor 
will I again destroy every living thing as I have done. 
‘While the earth  remains, Seedtime and harvest, Cold 
and heat, Winter and summer, And day and night Shall 
not cease.’ Genesis 8:20-22

Humans again rejoiced in their Creator and God was pleased.
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Observation

One observation I’d like to make is that in each of these 
events, God’s Word was “proclaimed.” People began to call 
on the name of the Lord (proclaim His Name) in the time of 
Seth and Enosh. Noah proclaimed God’s word in the days 
leading up to the Flood. The proclamation of God’s Word 
precedes both God’s judgment and revival. God does not 
leave people in the dark about what He’s doing. He has been 
clear throughout history about what He expects from people 
and what will happen if they do not obey Him.
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Chapter Two

As I mentioned in the previous chapter, I was introduced to 
“revival” early in my Christian life. One of my primary mentors 
who helped me believe in the existence of God, the credibility 
of the Bible, and the reality of the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, worked with a revival ministry.

I attended many “revival” meetings as I helped develop radio 
programs for the ministry during the 1970s. I heard a lot of 
sermons and personal testimonies of people whose lives were 
impacted by God’s Word. I became interested in knowing 
more about the history of revivals and started looking through 
the Bible for evidences of real revival in the hearts and minds 
of people.
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Biblical Revivals and Awakenings

I found many movements of God in the Bible that seemed to 
fit the idea of His giving new life to His people. We looked at 
two of them in the first part of this series (Seth and Noah).

What we find in Scripture is God continually warning, judging, 
and forgiving people. He started with Adam and Eve in the 
Garden of Eden, and continues to this day. However, there 
are some specific events in the Bible that we might consider 
as God “reviving” His people.



Revival - To Live Again  of 22 102

Job’s Revival

The Book of Job introduces us to people who lived in the 
years following the Flood. Some scholars place him as living 
in the latter part of the third millennium, others in the early part 
of the second millennium. We know that Job was a righteous 
man who came under spiritual attack by Satan. We learn a 
great deal about God, how He rules from Heaven, and how 
that rule impacts those who live on Earth.

As we follow the many twists and turns in the Book of Job, we 
see God’s wrath aroused against Job’s friends. God directed 
them to go Job and “offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; 
and My servant Job shall pray for you” (Job 42:8). They did as 
God commanded. “And the Lord restored Job’s losses when 
he prayed for his friends. Indeed the Lord gave Job twice as 
much as he had before” (Job 42:10).

As we’ve seen before, and as we will continue to see in 
Scripture, revival (new life) follows the proclamation of God’s 
Word and obedience to it. God restores according to His will.
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Job is not mentioned in Scripture as being part of the lineage 
that led to Jesus Christ. What we do have are these words 
written about Job by James – “You have heard of  the 
perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord—
that  the Lord is very compassionate and merciful” (James 
5:11). What we learn from the Book of Job is that God is 
compassionate and merciful.
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Abram’s Revival

Abram is listed in the direct lineage of Jesus Christ in both 
Matthew 1 and Luke 3. Abram lived after the Flood and was a 
pagan worshipping idols in Ur of the Chaldeans (Genesis 11; 
Joshua 24). God called Abram to get out of his country – 
“From your family And from your father’s house, To a land that 
I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you 
And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing” 
(Genesis 12:1-2). God was about do a new thing on Earth that 
would bring revival, new life, to millions of people.

The revival God would accomplish in Abram’s life would 
impact his family for generations and it would bear much fruit 
to the glory of God. We see how God led, protected, and 
restored Abram’s (Abraham’s) family through his son, Isaac, 
his grandson, Jacob, and his many great-grandsons.
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One of the great stories of revival is how God protected and 
promoted Joseph in Egypt, and how God used Joseph to 
bring revival to Jacob and his other sons. Jacob’s prophecy 
concerning a particular descendent of his son Judah is a 
reminder that God uses revival to accomplish His will and 
Eternal plan:

Judah, you are he whom your brothers shall praise; Your 
hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; Your father’s 
children shall bow down before you. Judah  is  a lion’s 
whelp; From the prey, my son, you have gone up. 
He bows down, he lies down as a lion; And as a lion, who 
shall rouse him? The  scepter shall not depart from 
Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until Shiloh 
comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 
Binding his donkey to the vine, And his donkey’s colt to 
the choice vine, He washed his garments in wine, And 
his clothes in the blood of grapes. His eyes are darker 
than wine, And his teeth whiter than milk. Genesis 
49:8-12
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We are reminded in Revelation 5 that Jesus Christ is “the Lion 
of the tribe of  Judah.” Judah was the great-grandson of 
Abraham, an idol worshipper living in Ur. God determined that 
His Eternal Son, Jesus Christ, would enter the world as a 
descendant of Abraham through Judah. We find that lineage 
listed in Matthew 1 and Luke 3.

God has a plan and His plan will prevail against all odds. 
Revival, to live again, is the work of the Almighty God.
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Joseph’s Revival

Joseph was one of Jacob’s youngest sons. His brothers were 
jealous of Joseph and sold him into slavery rather than kill him 
(Genesis 37). However, they told Jacob that a wild beast had 
killed Joseph. Jacob mourned deeply for his son. Joseph was 
sold to an Egyptian officer of the Pharoah.

God made Joseph successful and the Egyptian officer made 
him overseer of his house. However, the officer’s wife found 
Joseph attractive and attempted to sexually seduce Joseph. 
Joseph refused, but the wife lied to her husband and told him 
that Joseph had tried to seduce her. The officer arrested 
Joseph and threw him into prison, but God showed Joseph 
mercy and “gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the 
prison” (Genesis 39:21). The Lord made everything Joseph 
did while in prison prosper.
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God gave Joseph the ability to interpret dreams. Joseph did 
that for two of the prisoners, which eventually led Joseph to 
interpret one of the dreams of the Pharaoh. The dream was 
about a famine that God was going to bring upon the land. 
There would be seven good years of “great plenty,” followed 
by seven years of “famine” (Genesis 41). Joseph then told 
Pharaoh to “select a discerning and wise man, and set him 
over the land of Egypt.” That man would guide the process of 
collecting one-fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt in the 
seven plentiful years as a reserve for the seven years of 
famine – “that the land may not perish during the famine.” 
Pharaoh responded by making Joseph his second-in-
command.

“Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘Inasmuch as God has 
shown you all this,  there is  no one as discerning and 
wise as you.  You shall be  over my house, and all my 
people shall be ruled according to your word; only in 
regard to the throne will I be greater than you.’ And 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘See, I have set you over all the 
land of Egypt.’ Genesis 41:39-41
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Notice that Jospeh declared the Word of God and God 
responded with blessings and protection for Joseph and the 
people of Egypt. God’s larger plan was the protection of His 
people and the continuance of the lineage of the Seed.

When  Jacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, Jacob 
said to his sons, ‘Why do you look at one another?’ And 
he said, ‘Indeed I have heard that there is grain in Egypt; 
go down to that place and buy for us there, that we 
may live and not die.’ Genesis 42:1-2

Jacob eventually learned that his son Joseph had not died 
and was in fact Pharaoh’s second-in-command (“governor 
over all the land of Egypt” Genesis 45:26). Jacob moved from 
Canaan to Egypt with all his family. God saved His people 
from starvation and caused them to flourish in Egypt. God’s 
servant Jospeh proclaimed the word of the Lord and God 
“revived” His people. God saved all of Jacob’s family from 
dying during the famine, and also saved thousands of others 
in Egypt and surrounding nations.

Revival.
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Chapter Three

Everything began with God. “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.” God is Life and gave life to the world 
He created. “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and  breathed into his  nostrils the breath of life; 
and man became a living being.” However, with the gift of life 
came the potential for death.

And the  Lord  God commanded the man, saying, ‘Of 
every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it  you shall surely  die. 
Genesis 2:16-17

Satan called God a liar – “Then the serpent said to the 
woman, ‘You will not surely die.” The woman ate from the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil, and gave the forbidden 
fruit to her husband. Death became a human reality at that 
moment.
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Then the eyes of both of them were opened,  and they 
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves  coverings. And they 
heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in 
the  cool of the day, and Adam and his wife  hid 
themselves from the presence of the  Lord God among 
the trees of the garden. Genesis 3:7-8

The need for revival began at that moment. People needed 
“to live again.”
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Moses’ Revival

And  Joseph died, all his brothers, and all that 
generation.  But the children of Israel were fruitful and 
increased abundantly, multiplied and  grew exceedingly 
mighty; and the land was filled with them. Exodus 1:6-7

The result of Joseph’s revival was fruitfulness to the glory of 
God. However, as often happens with revivals, the enemy 
finds a way to spoil it.

Now there arose a new king over Egypt,  who did not 
know Joseph.  And he said to his people, “Look, the 
people of the children of Israel  are more and mightier 
than we; come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they 
multiply, and it happen, in the event of war, that they also 
join our enemies and fight against us, and so go up out of 
the land.’ Therefore they set taskmasters over them  to 
afflict them with their  burdens. And they built for 
Pharaoh  supply cities, Pithom  and Raamses.  But the 
more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and 
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grew. And they were in dread of the children of Israel. So 
the Egyptians made the children of Israel  serve 
with  rigor.  And they  made their lives bitter with hard 
bondage—in mortar, in brick, and in all manner of service 
in the field. All their service in which they made them 
serve was with rigor. Exodus 1:8-14

The Pharaoh’s fear of the Jews rose to the point that he tried 
to have every Hebrew male killed as they were being born. 
However, the Hebrew midwives feared God more than 
Pharaoh and saved the male children alive. Pharaoh 
commanded all his people to cast every Hebrew male child 
into the river to drown them. What would God do? What God 
always does – He accomplishes His purposes according to 
His will.

A Hebrew boy was born to a Levite couple. They were not 
able to hide the boy for long, so his mother placed him in “an 
ark of bulrushes,” and laid it in the reeds by the river’s bank. 
The boy’s sister stood “afar off, to know what would be done 
to him.” One of Pharaoh’s daughters came down to bathe at 
the river and found the ark among the reeds. She had 
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compassion on the boy realizing he was “one of the Hebrews’ 
children.” The boy’s sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter if she 
could find a Hebrew woman to nurse the child for her. 
Pharaoh’s daughter agreed and the boy’s mother became his 
nurse.

The time came for the boy’s mother to bring him to Pharaoh’s 
daughter, and he became her son. Pharaoh’s daughter called 
him Moses “Because I drew him out of the water.” Moses 
grew up as a prince of Egypt and “was learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, and was  mighty in words and 
deeds” (Acts 7:22).

However, Moses became the enemy of Pharaoh after killing 
an Egyptian who had beaten a Hebrew slave. Moses was 
forty years old when he “fled from  the face of Pharaoh and 
dwelt in the land of Midian” (Exodus 2:15). Moses spent the 
next forty years of his life as a shepherd. He married the 
daughter of a Midian priest and fathered a son.
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So, how is that the story of a revival? Watch and see what 
God did. He had chosen Moses for a particular purpose and a 
specific time to bring life to His people again.

Now it happened  in the process of time that the king of 
Egypt died. Then the children of Israel groaned because 
of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry came up 
to God because of the bondage.  So God  heard their 
groaning, and God  remembered His  covenant with 
Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God  looked 
upon the children of Israel, and God acknowledged them. 
Exodus 2:23-25

Notice that important wording – “God remembered His 
covenant.” Revival occurs as God remembers the covenants 
He has made with His people. Exodus 3 tells us the story of 
the Angel of the Lord appearing to Moses in a flame of fire 
“from the midst of a bush.” God then revealed His plan to 
Moses for the revival of the children of Israel.
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And the Lord said:  ‘I have surely seen the oppression of 
My people who  are  in Egypt, and have heard their 
cry  because of their taskmasters,  for I know 
their sorrows. So  I have come down to deliver them out 
of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from 
that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with 
milk and honey, to the place of  the Canaanites and the 
Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the 
Hivites and the Jebusites. Now therefore, behold, the cry 
of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have also 
seen the  oppression with which the Egyptians oppress 
them.  Come now, therefore, and I will send you to 
Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of 
Israel, out of Egypt. Exodus 3:7-10

God used Moses to free His people from slavery in Egypt. 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy tells us the 
story of God’s great reviving of his people. Read the story 
slowly and often because it contains amazing insights into 
how God works in restoring His people. Notice the importance 
of the proclamation of God’s Word and obedience to it. That is 
central to God reviving His people.
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Joshua’s Revival

Joshua was Moses’ right-hand man. He was faithful and loyal 
to Moses and God. When God did not allow Moses to enter 
the promised land because of his disobedience, the Lord 
chose Joshua to finish the work.

After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, it came 
to pass that the Lord  spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, 
Moses’  assistant, saying:  ‘Moses My servant is dead. 
Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this 
people, to the land which I am giving to them—the 
children of Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot 
will tread upon I have given you, as I said to 
Moses. From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as 
the great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of the 
Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the going down of 
the sun, shall be your territory.  No man shall  be able 
to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with 
Moses,  so  I will be with you.  I will not leave you nor 
forsake you. Be strong and of good courage, for to this 
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people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I 
swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and 
very courageous, that you may observe to do according 
to all the law  which Moses My servant commanded 
you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that 
you may prosper wherever you go. Joshua 1:1-7

God’s direction to Joshua was clear – “This Book of the Law 
shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it 
day and night, that you may observe to do according to all 
that is written in it. For then you will make your way 
prosperous, and then you will have good success” (Joshua 
1:8). Notice again the centrality of both knowing and obeying 
of God’s Word. That knowledge begins with the proclamation 
of the Word.

Joshua is another excellent Bible book to read through to see 
how God brings life to His people again. However, as 
wonderful as the story of Joshua and Israel is, we find the 
enemy waiting to spoil the revival.
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So the people served the  Lord  all the days of Joshua, 
and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who 
had seen all the great works of the Lord which He had 
done for Israel. Now Joshua the son of Nun, the servant 
of the  Lord, died  when he was  one hundred and ten 
years old. And they buried him within the border of his 
inheritance at  Timnath Heres, in the mountains of 
Ephraim, on the north side of Mount Gaash. When all 
that generation had  been gathered to their fathers, 
another generation arose after them who  did not know 
the Lord nor the work which He had done for Israel. Then 
the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
served the Baals; and they forsook the Lord God of their 
fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt; 
and they followed other gods from among the gods of the 
people who were all around them, and they bowed down 
to them; and they provoked the Lord  to anger.   Judges 
2:7-12
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Revivals of the Judges

The story of the Judges of Israel is of a continuous cycle of 
disobedience (apostasy), judgment, discipline, repentance, 
and only brief revival. This cycle continued for about three 
hundred years.

Nevertheless,  the  Lord  raised up judges who delivered 
them out of the hand of those who plundered them. Yet 
they would not listen to their judges, but they played the 
harlot with other gods, and bowed down to them. They 
turned quickly from the way in which their fathers walked, 
in obeying the commandments of the Lord; they did not 
do so.  And when the  Lord  raised up judges for 
them, the Lord was with the judge and delivered them out 
of the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; for 
the Lord was moved to pity by their groaning because of 
those who oppressed them and harassed them. And it 
came to pass,  when the judge was dead, that they 
reverted and behaved more corruptly than their fathers, 
by following other gods, to serve them and bow down to 
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them. They did not cease from their own doings nor from 
their stubborn way. Judges 2:16-19

I highly recommend that every Christian interested in revival 
read the Book of Judges. Why? Because it deals with the 
reality we face in the battle "to live again." God wants to bless, 
but His people often want their own way. We find that in 
revivals throughout history. You will find many important 
insights in Judges into what God demands for revival and how 
the fleshly desires of people fight against His will for their 
lives. The results of disobeying God are devastating. The 
results of obeying God are life-giving.
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Chapter Four

Naomi and Ruth’s Revival

Our story begins with a woman named Naomi. She lived 
during the time of the Judges in Israel. She lived with her 
husband and two sons in Bethlehem, Judah, until a famine 
forced them to move in search for food. No specific famine is 
mentioned in Judges, but we see one possibility in Judges 6.

Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord. 
So the Lord delivered them into the hand of Midian for 
seven years,  and the hand of Midian prevailed against 
Israel. Because of the Midianites, the children of Israel 
made for themselves the dens,  the caves, and the 
strongholds which  are  in the mountains.  So it was, 
whenever Israel had sown, Midianites would come up; 
also Amalekites and the people of the East would come 
up against them. Then they would encamp against them 
and destroy the produce of the earth as far as Gaza, and 
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leave no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep nor ox 
nor donkey. For they would come up with their livestock 
and their tents, coming in as numerous as locusts; both 
they and their camels were  without number; and they 
would enter the land to destroy it. So Israel was greatly 
impoverished because of the Midianites, and the children 
of Israel cried out to the Lord. Judges 6:1-6

If you’ll look back to Judges chapters 4 and 5, you’ll see that 
Deborah was Israel’s warrior judge and prophetess prior to 
the children of Israel doing evil in God’s sight in Judges 6. The 
end of Judges 5 reads – “So the land had rest for forty years.” 
God blessed Israel as long as Deborah was the judge. 
However, when she died the children of Israel returned to their 
evil and God punished them. That was the pattern from judge 
to judge to judge.

Deborah most likely judged Israel at the end of the 13th 
century BC and early part of the 12th century BC. If the 
famine spoken of in Ruth 1 was the same as Judges 6, then 
we get some idea of the time frame that Naomi and her family 
moved to Moab.
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Naomi’s husband eventually died and she was left with her 
two sons. The boys took Moabite women for wives, but 
Naomi’s sons also died. That left Naomi without a husband or 
sons. We’re not told how her husband and sons died, but 
some scholars believe they may have been killed in local or 
regional warfare. Ruth 1:4 tells us that “they dwelt there about 
ten years,” but it’s unclear if that ten years was the total time 
Naomi lived in Moab or the years her sons were married 
before they died. 

Naomi heard that “the Lord had visited His people by giving 
them bread” (Ruth 1:6). The word “visited” is the Hebrew word 
פְַקד  (paqad). It means “to attend to, muster, appoint.” The 
idea is visiting someone for the purpose of being kind. This 
might be when God used Gideon to defeat the Midianites and 
restore Israel (Judges 6 – 8). Gideon may have been Israel’s 
judge when Naomi decided to return to Bethlehem. Israel was 
“quiet” for 40 years in the days of Gideon. That would have 
been during the middle part of the 12th century BC.
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Naomi’s daughters-in-law planned to travel with her, but 
Naomi recommended that each of them return their mother’s 
house and marry again. However, both women wept and told 
Naomi they wanted to go with her. Naomi pleaded with them 
to return to their parents’ home, and one of them did go back 
to her parents’ home. However, one said she would stay with 
Naomi. Her name was Ruth.

But Ruth said: ‘Entreat me not to leave you, Or to  turn 
back from following after you; For wherever you go, I will 
go; And wherever you lodge, I will lodge; Your 
people  shall be  my people, And your God, my God. 
Where you die, I will die, And there will I be buried. 
The  Lord  do so to me, and more also, If  anything 
but death parts you and me. Ruth 1:16-17

Naomi saw Ruth’s determination and stopped pleading with 
her to return to her parents’ home. They traveled together until 
they came to Bethlehem. The people of Bethlehem were 
excited to see Naomi return to their village, but Naomi was 
very sad about what had happened to her.
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But she said to them, ‘Do not call me  Naomi; call 
me  Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with 
me.  I went out full, and the Lord has brought me home 
again empty. Why do you call me Naomi, since 
the Lord has testified against me, and  the Almighty has 
afflicted me? Ruth 1:20-21

Naomi’s name comes from the Hebrew word נֹעַם  (noam), 
which means “pleasantness, delightfulness.” Naomi told the 
people of Bethlehem to call her Mara (מָָרא), which means 
“bitter.” Naomi needed a personal revival, but God did 
something even greater. As you read the Book of Ruth, you 
will see how Ruth met her “kinsman redeemer,” Boaz (Ruth 
4:1-12). They married and Ruth became pregnant with a little 
boy.

And they called his name Obed. He  is  the father of 
Jesse, the father of David. Ruth 4:17b

Ruth was the great-grandmother of David, King of Israel. 
Ruth’s name is mentioned in the lineage of the Messiah, 
Jesus.
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Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, 
and Nahshon begot Salmon.  Salmon begot  Boaz by 
Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot 
Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king. Matthew 1:4-6

Based on David’s birth date (approximately 1040 BC), we find 
that the timeline back to Jesse, Obed, Boaz and Ruth works 
well with what we’ve seen in the Book of Judges.

Before we leave this amazing story, please notice that God 
also blessed Naomi. Her bitterness was changed to joy. That’s 
what revival can do for God’s people.

Then  the women said to Naomi, ‘Blessed  be  the  Lord, 
who has not left you this day without a close relative; and 
may his name be famous in Israel! And may he be to you 
a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your 
daughter-in-law, who loves you, who is better to you than 
seven sons, has borne him.’ Then Naomi took the child 
and laid him on her bosom, and became a nurse to him. 
Ruth 4:14-16
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Through this wonderful story of Naomi and Ruth we see both 
personal and national revival. Real revival will do that. It can 
bless the lives of individuals and nations. That’s how God 
works.
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Hannah’s Revival

The children of Israel “again played the harlot with the Baals” 
as soon as Gideon was dead. “Thus the children of Israel did 
not remember the Lord their God, who had delivered them 
from the hands of all their enemies on every side.” (Judges 
8:33-35) God revived His people and how did they repay 
Him? They returned to worshipping false gods as soon as 
they could.

Israel had several more judges after Gideon, including the 
famous Samson (Judges 13 – 16). Interestingly, the Book of 
Judges ends with this sentence:

In those days  there was  no king in Israel;  everyone 
did what was right in his own eyes. Judges 21:25

That’s an important clue as to what God was planning to do 
next. How did God bring about His eternal plan? Through the 
prayer of woman He chose for a special reason.
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Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim Zophim, of 
the mountains of Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah 
the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the 
son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. And he had  two wives: the 
name of one was Hannah, and the name of the other 
Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no 
children. This man went up from his city yearly to worship 
and sacrifice to the Lord of hosts in Shiloh. Also the two 
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of 
the  Lord, were  there. And whenever the time came for 
Elkanah to make an offering, he would give portions to 
Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and daughters. But 
to Hannah he would give a double portion, for he loved 
Hannah,  although the  Lord  had closed her womb. And 
her rival also  provoked her severely, to make her 
miserable, because the Lord had closed her womb. So it 
was, year by year, when she went up to the house of 
the Lord, that she provoked her; therefore she wept and 
did not eat. 1 Samuel 1:1-7
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Hannah was in a tough spot. She was one of two wives of 
Elkanah. His other wife had children, but God had “closed” 
Hannah’s womb. She desperately wanted a child. Hannah 
went up to the “tabernacle of the Lord,” which was located in 
Shiloh at that time and had been for many years (see Joshua 
18). Hannah “was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the Lord 
and wept in anguish” (1 Samuel 1:10). Hannah then made a 
vow to God:

O Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of 
Your maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your 
maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child, 
then I will give him to the  Lord  all the days of his life, 
and no razor shall come upon his head. 1 Samuel 1:11

Eli was the priest of God at Shiloh at the time. He was also a 
judge of Israel for 40 years (1 Samuel 4:18). Eli saw Hannah 
moving her lips and thought she must be drunk. Hannah told 
Eli that she was not drunk, but was pouring out her soul 
before the Lord. Eli responded by saying – “Go in peace, 
and  the God of Israel grant your petition which you have 
asked of Him” (1 Samuel 1:17). Hannah thanked Eli, went her 
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and ate, “and her face was no longer sad.” Hannah knew that 
God had heard her prayer and would give her a child.

Hannah did become pregnant and gave birth to a little boy. 
She named him Samuel – “Because I have asked for him 
from the Lord” (1 Samuel 1:20). Hannah kept her vow to God 
and brought Samuel to Eli after the boy was weaned. Hannah 
visited her son once a year when she and her husband 
traveled to Shiloh to offer the yearly sacrifice. Eli blessed 
Hannah and her husband and asked the Lord to give them 
more children “for the loan that was given to the Lord” (1 
Samuel 2:20). God did bless Hannah and her husband with 
three sons and two daughters.

Hannah’s prayer in 1 Samuel 2 is one of the most beautiful 
and powerful prayers in the Bible. As you read her prayer, you 
can see how God’s Spirit impacted her knowledge and 
understanding about God. Her prayer was also prophetic:

He will give strength to His king, And exalt the horn of His 
anointed. 1 Samuel 2:10b
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Keep in mind that Israel did not have a king when Hannah 
prayed that prayer. Israel had no plans at that time of having a 
king. God used Hannah to bring a “kingmaker” into the world 
through her womb, the womb God had closed until His 
appointed time.
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Samuel’s Revival

Samuel “ministered to the  Lord  before Eli the priest” for 
several years. This most likely happened in the early part of 
the 11th century BC. Even though Eli was a priest and judge, 
what we learn about him and Israel at the time Samuel was a 
child was not good.

And  the word of the Lord was rare in those days;  there 
was no widespread revelation. 1 Samuel 3:1b

Revival needs many things, but the most important is 
widespread revelation. God’s Word must be known and 
preached. That was not happening at the time and what 
happened to Eli, his sons, and Israel are a sad tale of what 
happens when God’s Word is “rare and not a “widespread 
revelation.” (See 1 Samuel 4)
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However, God wanted to revive His people. That’s why 
Samuel was born. God gave Samuel a prophecy to give to Eli:

Behold, I will do something in Israel at which both ears of 
everyone who hears it will tingle. In that day I will perform 
against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, 
from beginning to end. For I have told him that I will judge 
his house forever for the iniquity which he knows, 
because  his sons made themselves vile, and he  did 
not  restrain them.  And therefore I have sworn to the 
house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be 
atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever. 1 Samuel 
3:11-14

Eli asked Samuel what God had told him, so Samuel repeated 
the prophecy “and hid nothing from him.” Eli’s response was, 
“It is the Lord. Let Him do what seems good to Him.” What 
comes next is important to read:
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So Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none 
of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan to 
Beersheba knew that Samuel had been established as a 
prophet of the  Lord.  Then the  Lord  appeared again in 
Shiloh. For the Lord revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh 
by the word of the Lord. 1 Samuel 3:19-21

Notice that “all Israel” knew that God had established Samuel 
as His prophet. That impacted them powerfully after the 
Philistines attacked their cities, killed thousands of Israelis, 
and stole the Ark of the Covenant. Eli’s two sons also died. 
When Eli heard the news, he fell over backward and died (1 
Samuel 4).

God protected the Ark and brought great pain on the 
Philistines and embarrassment to their worship of the god 
Dagon. They were only too glad to return the Ark to Israel (1 
Samuel 5 & 6). God then spoke to His people through Samuel 
the prophet:
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Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, ‘If 
you return to the Lord with all your hearts, then put away 
the foreign gods and the  Ashtoreths from among you, 
and  prepare your hearts for the  Lord, and  serve Him 
only; and He will deliver you from the hand of the 
Philistines.’ So the children of Israel put away the Baals 
and the  Ashtoreths, and served the  Lord  only. And 
Samuel said,  ‘Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and I will pray 
to the  Lord  for you.’ So they gathered together at 
Mizpah, drew water, and poured  it out before the Lord. 
And they  fasted that day, and said there,  ‘We have 
sinned against the Lord.’ And Samuel judged the children 
of Israel at Mizpah. 1 Samuel 7:3-6
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Samuel’s primary message to Israel then is what Christians 
should preach now: confess sin, return to the Lord with all 
their hearts, and serve the Lord only. Did Samuel’s preaching 
lead to revival? See for yourself:

So the Philistines were subdued, and they did not come 
anymore into the territory of Israel. And the hand of 
the  Lord  was against the Philistines all the days of 
Samuel. Then the cities which the Philistines had taken 
from Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron to Gath; 
and Israel recovered its territory from the hands of the 
Philistines. Also there was peace between Israel and the 
Amorites. 1 Samuel 7:13-14

Notice that God “restored” to Israel the cities the Philistines 
had taken from them. There was also peace between Israel 
and the Amorites. Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life, 
but he became old and the people did not want his sons 
judging them.
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Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came 
to Samuel at Ramah, and said to him, ‘Look, you are old, 
and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now make us a 
king to judge us like all the nations. 1 Samuel 8:4-5

Samuel did not like that request, so he took it to the Lord. 
Here’s how God responded to Samuel:

Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; 
for  they have not rejected you, but  they have rejected 
Me, that I should not reign over them. 1 Samuel 8:7

Samuel did as God said and granted Israel’s request. Samuel 
warned the people what life would be like under the rule of a 
human king. The people’s response?

Nevertheless the people  refused to obey the voice of 
Samuel; and they said, ‘No, but we will have a king over 
us, that we also may be like all the nations, and that our 
king may judge us and go out before us and fight our 
battles.’ And Samuel heard all the words of the people, 
and he repeated them in the hearing of the  Lord.  So 
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the  Lord  said to Samuel,  “Heed their voice, and make 
them a king. 1 Samuel 8:19-22

God told Samuel to choose Saul to be Israel’s first king. God 
gave the people the kind of king they wanted – “that we also 
may be like all the nations.” Samuel anointed Saul king (1 
Samuel 10) and all the people shouted, “Long live the king!” I 
recommend you read Samuel’s address at Saul’s coronation 
(1 Samuel 12). These words are especially important as we 
consider how God revives His people:

If you  fear the Lord and serve Him and obey His voice, 
and do not rebel against the commandment of the Lord, 
then both you and the king who reigns over you will 
continue following the  Lord  your God. However, if you 
do not obey the voice of the Lord, but  rebel against the 
commandment of the Lord, then the hand of the Lord will 
be against you, as  it was  against your fathers … Only 
fear the Lord, and serve Him in truth with all your heart; 
for consider what great things He has done for you. But if 
you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you 
and your king.” 1 Samuel 12:14-15, 24-25
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Saul had some success as a warrior king with the help of his 
son Jonathan, but it wasn’t long before Saul disobeyed God. 
That had serious ramifications for Saul and Israel:

And Samuel said to Saul,  ‘You have done foolishly. You 
have not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, 
which He commanded you. For now the Lord would have 
established your kingdom over Israel forever.  But now 
your kingdom shall not continue. The Lord has sought for 
Himself a man  after His own heart, and the  Lord  has 
commanded him  to be  commander over His people, 
because you have  not kept what the  Lord  commanded 
you. 1 Samuel 13:13-14

The person who became “a man after His own heart” was 
David of Bethlehem. God chose David when he was a 
shepherd boy and Samuel anointed him to become Israel’s 
king (1 Samuel 16). We all know the story of David and 
Goliath and how David became a great warrior in Israel’s 
army. We also know about Saul’s intense jealousy and 
resentment of David. Saul tried to kill David many times, but 
God protected David from harm.
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Chapter Five

David’s Revival

When we last saw David, he was on the run from King Saul of 
Israel. God rejected Saul as king and told Samuel the prophet 
to anoint a shepherd boy named David. God protected David 
through many trials and difficulties. Saul and his son were 
killed in a battle with the Philistines.

David was anointed king of Judah after King Saul’s death. 
Saul’s son Ishbosheth was anointed king over the remaining 
tribes of Israel. That began a lengthy war between Judah and 
Israel. King Ishbosheth was eventually killed and Israel asked 
David to be their king.
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Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and 
spoke, saying, ‘Indeed  we  are  your bone and your 
flesh. Also, in time past, when Saul was king over us, you 
were the one who led Israel out and brought them in; and 
the  Lord  said to you,  ‘You shall shepherd My people 
Israel, and be ruler over Israel.’ Therefore all the elders of 
Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made 
a covenant with them at Hebron  before the  Lord. And 
they anointed David king over Israel.  David  was  thirty 
years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty 
years. In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and 
six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three 
years over all Israel and Judah. 2 Samuel 5:1-5

As bloody and difficult as this time was for David, God was 
moving to unite His people and give them life again. Revival 
can be that way. Things are tough. We wonder whether God 
is even hearing our prayers. He is. God’s always listening, 
always working out His eternal plan. We need to learn from 
the many stories of revival in the Bible and trust God, even 
when we don’t understand what’s happening around us.
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Jerusalem

Jerusalem was God’s choice for His capital city on earth, but 
He didn’t open that to His people until the right king was in 
place. Here’s what happened next according to 2 Samuel 5:

And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the 
Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, who spoke to 
David, saying, “You shall not come in here; but the blind 
and the lame will repel you,’ thinking, ‘David cannot come 
in here.’ Nevertheless David took the stronghold of 
Zion  (that  is,  the City of David). Now David said on that 
day, ‘Whoever climbs up by way of the water shaft and 
defeats the Jebusites (the lame and the blind,  who 
are hated by David’s soul), he shall be chief and captain.‘ 
Therefore they say, ‘The blind and the lame shall not 
come into the house.’ Then David dwelt in the stronghold, 
and called it the City of David. And David built all around 
from the Millo and inward. So David went on and became 
great, and the Lord God of hosts was with him.2 Samuel 
5:6-10
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God used David to build a great city and a mighty kingdom for 
His people on earth. David, Jerusalem, and Israel are all part 
of God’s Eternal plan. Remember the Seed of the woman who 
would one day destroy the seed of the serpent?

When your days are fulfilled and you  rest with your 
fathers,  I will set up your seed after you, who will come 
from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne 
of his kingdom forever.  I will be his Father, and he shall 
be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with 
the rod of men and with the  blows of the sons of 
men.  But My mercy shall not depart from him,  as I 
took  it  from Saul, whom I removed from before 
you.  And  your house and your kingdom shall be 
established forever before  you. Your throne shall be 
established forever.” 2 Samuel 7:12-16
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Notice the important focus on God’s “mercy.” David wasn’t 
perfect. His son Solomon wasn’t perfect. None of the kings of 
Israel were perfect. So, how was God going to establish the 
“house” and “kingdom” of David “forever?” Through God’s 
mercy. Don’t miss that point. Revival is always because of 
God’s mercy. When we pray for revival, we are praying for 
God’s mercy.

David was a great king, but he was also a sinner. David 
disobeyed God’s Law and committed both adultery and 
murder. Both offenses included death sentences, but God 
was merciful to David and saved his life. However, David paid 
dearly through personal problems. At one point it looked like 
David might even lose the kingdom (2 Samuel 15), but God 
was merciful and rescued David and restored the kingdom to 
him (2 Samuel 18 & 19). Even as David lay dying, God 
protected the “house of David” and made Solomon king (1 
Kings 1 & 2). David and Solomon are both listed in the human 
ancestral lineage of Jesus Christ in Matthew 1.
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Solomon’s Revival

Solomon was young when he became king over a unified 
Israel. He did what his father told him and was able to keep 
the kingdom together under his rule. However, Solomon 
wasn’t perfect by any means. He had a weakness.

Now Solomon made a treaty with Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
and married Pharaoh’s daughter; then he brought her  to 
the City of David until he had finished building his own 
house, and the house of the Lord, and the wall all around 
Jerusalem. Meanwhile the people sacrificed at the high 
places, because there was no house built for the name of 
the  Lord  until those days.  And Solomon  loved 
the  Lord,  walking in the statutes of his father David, 
except that he sacrificed and burned incense at the high 
places. 1 Kings 3:1-3
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That “except” would eventually cause Solomon and the 
“house of David” a lot of problems in the future, but things 
began well enough. Solomon offered a thousand burnt 
offerings on the altar at Gibeon. God appeared to Solomon in 
a dream at night and said, “Ask! What shall I give you?” 
Here’s how Solomon responded. Notice the importance of 
God’s “mercy” in Solomon’s response.

And Solomon said: ‘You have shown great mercy to Your 
servant David my father, because he walked before You 
in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with 
You; You have continued this great kindness for him, and 
You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this 
day. Now, O Lord my God, You have made Your servant 
king instead of my father David, but I am a little child; I do 
not know  how  to go out or come in.  And Your 
servant  is  in the midst of Your people whom You  have 
chosen, a great people, too numerous to be numbered or 
c o u n t e d .  T h e r e f o r e g i v e t o Yo u r s e r v a n t 
an  understanding heart  to judge Your people, that I 
may discern between good and evil. For who is able to 
judge this great people of Yours? 1 Kings 3:6-9
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Solomon’s response pleased the Lord.

Then God said to him: ‘Because you have asked this 
thing, and have not asked long life for yourself, nor have 
asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your 
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to 
discern justice,  behold, I have done according to your 
words; see, I have given you a wise and understanding 
heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before 
you, nor shall any like you arise after you. And I have 
also given you what you have not asked: both riches and 
honor, so that there shall not be anyone like you among 
the kings all your days. So  if you walk in My ways, to 
keep My statutes and My commandments, as your father 
David walked, then I will  lengthen your days.” 1 Kings 
3:11-14

In many ways Solomon was a wise king. You can read 
through 1 Kings and see that for yourself. Also read the many 
proverbs Solomon wrote during his life. God used Solomon to 
build a great Temple for Him to dwell with His people on earth. 
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God blessed Israel richly during much of Solomon’s reign as 
king.

However, even though God gave Solomon great wisdom, 
riches, and honor, Solomon had many weaknesses that led 
him to sin greatly against God.

But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as 
the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, 
Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites— from the 
nations of whom the  Lord  had said to the children of 
Israel,  ‘You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with 
you. Surely they will turn away your hearts after their 
gods.’ Solomon clung to these in love. And he had seven 
hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred 
concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. For it 
was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his 
heart after other gods; and his  heart was not  loyal to 
the  Lord  his God,  as  was  the heart of his father 
David. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of 
the Sidonians, and after  Milcom  the abomination of 
the Ammonites. Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, 
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and did not fully follow the  Lord, as  did  his father 
David. Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the 
abomination of Moab, on  the hill that  is  east of 
Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomination of the people 
of Ammon. And he did likewise for all his foreign wives, 
who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods. 1 Kings 
11:1-8

God’s reaction to Solomon’s sin? He was angry and told 
Solomon what would happen to his kingdom because of that 
sin.

Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, ‘Because you have 
done this, and have not kept My covenant and My 
statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear 
the k ingdom away f rom you and g ive i t to 
your servant. Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for 
the sake of your father David; I will tear it out of the hand 
of your son.  However I will not tear away the whole 
kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son  for the sake of 
My servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem which I 
have chosen. 1 Kings 11:11-13
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That’s exactly what happened. God raised up enemies 
against Solomon and Israel was torn away from the “house of 
David” after Solomon’s death. Solomon’s son ruled over 
Judah, but a man who was not related to Solomon or David 
ruled over Israel. Every king who ruled over Judah came from 
the lineage of David, but none of the kings who ruled over 
Israel were from David’s lineage. How would God ever revive 
His people again?
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Chapter Six

Prophets and Kings

Unified Israel divided after the death of Solomon, exactly as 
God had said. Solomon’s son Rehoboam became king of 
Judah and ruled from Jerusalem (Southern Kingdom). 
Jeroboam, one of Solomon’s servants, became king of the 
rest of the tribes of Israel just as God said through the prophet 
Ahijah the Shilonite (1 Kings 11:29-39). Jeroboam did become 
the king of Israel (Northern Kingdom). He set up his capital in 
Shechem (1 Kings 12:1) and quickly moved to establish the 
official worship of false gods for the people of Israel in 
in Bethel and Dan. King Baasha’s capital city was at Tirzah. 
King Omri moved the capital of the Northern Kingdom to 
Samaria several years later and it remained there until the 
Assyrians defeated Israel about 160 years later.
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In the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah, Omri became 
king over Israel, and reigned  twelve years. Six years he 
reigned in Tirzah. And he bought the hill of Samaria from 
Shemer for two talents of silver; then he built on the hill, 
and called the name of the city which he built, Samaria, 
after the name of Shemer, owner of the hill. Omri did evil 
in the eyes of the  Lord, and did worse than all 
who were before him. For he walked in all the ways of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin by which he 
had made Israel sin, provoking the Lord God of Israel to 
anger with their idols. 1 Kings 16:23-26

All of Israel’s 19 kings did evil in God’s sight. From a spiritual 
and revival perspective, it’s important to remember that none 
of those kings were related to King David. God’s specific 
covenant was to the “house” and “kingdom” of David.

And your house and your kingdom shall be established 
forever before  you. Your throne shall be established 
forever. 2 Samuel 7:16
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Some of Judah’s kings were good, but more than half 
(including Queen Athaliah) were bad. We’ll see some of them 
as we dive into the message God sent to them through His 
prophets.

Surely the Lord God does nothing, Unless He reveals His 
secret to His servants the prophets. Amos 3:7
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Jehu

One early example of how God dealt with the evil of Israel’s 
kings through a prophet is King Baasha and the prophet Jehu, 
son of Hanani. You can read that story in 1 Kings 16. It 
demonstrates the pure evil of Israel’s kings and how God 
dealt with them harshly. [The prophet Jehu is not to be 
confused with the evil King Jehu who ruled Israel many years 
later.]

Jehu also prophesied to King Jehoshaphat of Judah.

Then Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned safely to 
his house in Jerusalem. And Jehu the son of Hanani the 
seer went out to meet him, and said to King 
Jehoshaphat, ‘Should you help the wicked and  love 
those who hate the  Lord? Therefore the  wrath of 
the Lord is upon you. Nevertheless good things are found 
in you, in that you have removed the  wooden images 
from the land, and have  prepared your heart to seek 
God. 2 Chronicles 19:1-3
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King Jehoshaphat began a series of reforms in Judah 
following his meeting with Jehu. Those reforms were based 
on fearing and obeying God. Those are both vital to real 
revival.

So Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem; and he went out 
again among the people from Beersheba to the 
mountains of Ephraim, and brought them back to 
the Lord God of their  fathers. Then he set  judges in the 
land throughout all the fortified cities of Judah, city by 
city, and said to the judges, ‘Take heed to what you are 
doing, for  you do not judge for man but for 
the Lord, who is with you in the judgment. Now therefore, 
let the fear of the  Lord  be upon you; take care and 
do  it,  for  there is  no iniquity with the  Lord  our God, 
no partiality, nor taking of bribes. 2 Chronicles 19:4-7

Jehoshaphat reigned from Jerusalem for 25 years. He may be 
best known for both the spiritual reforms in Judah and how he 
led Judah to defeat the Moabites and Ammonites who came 
against them. Even though Jehoshaphat was a good king of 
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Judah, there were still spiritual problems among the people of 
God.

And he walked in the way of his father Asa, and did not 
turn aside from it, doing what was  right in the sight of 
the  Lord. Nevertheless  the  high places were not taken 
away, for as yet the people had not directed their hearts 
to the God of their fathers. 2 Chronicles 20:32-33

One other interesting note is that Jehu wrote a book that 2 
Chronicles 20:34 calls “the book of Jehu the son of Hanani, 
which is mentioned in the book of the kings of Israel.”
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Elijah

Elijah the Tishbite may be the best-known of the early 
prophets God sent to the leaders of the Northern Kingdom 
(Israel). God sent Elijah to prophecy against the wicked king 
Ahab and his wife Jezebel. This is how the Bible describes 
them:

Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, more than all who were before him. And it came 
to pass, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to 
walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,  that he 
took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of 
the  Sidonians;  and he went and served Baal and 
worshiped him. Then he set up an altar for Baal in  the 
temple of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. And Ahab 
made a  wooden image. Ahab  did more to provoke 
the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel 
who were before him. 1 Kings 16:30-33
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God responded by sending Elijah to King Ahab to announce a 
severe drought on Israel. That drought would last until Elijah 
spoke the words to end it. Elijah made it clear that he was 
speaking in the name of the “Lord God of Israel” (1 Kings 
17:1). God then sent Elijah to “hide by the Brook Cherith, 
which flows into the Jordan.” God told Elijah that he could 
drink water from the brook while God sent ravens to feed him.

Elijah stayed there until the brook dried up because of the 
drought. God told Elijah to go to Zarephath, “which belongs to 
Sidon.” Keep in mind that the people of Sidon (Zidon) were 
not Jews. It was also the home country of Jezebel, King 
Ahab’s wife. God said He had commanded a widow there to 
provide for Elijah. Elijah also provided for her and her family 
through two well-known personal miracles. Here’s the first:

And Elijah said to her, ‘Do not fear; go  and  do as you 
have said, but make me a small cake from it first, and 
bring it to me; and afterward make some for yourself and 
your son. For thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘The bin 
of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run 
dry, until the day the Lord  sends rain on the earth.’ So 
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she went away and did according to the word of Elijah; 
a n d s h e a n d h e a n d h e r h o u s e h o l d a t e 
for many days. The bin of flour was not used up, nor did 
the jar of oil run dry, according to the word of 
the Lord which He spoke by Elijah. 1 Kings 17:13-16

Here’s the second miracle.

Now it happened after these things  that  the son of the 
woman who owned the house became sick. And his 
sickness was so serious that  there was no breath left in 
him. So she said to Elijah, ‘What have I to do with you, O 
man of God? Have you come to me to bring my sin to 
remembrance, and to kill my son?’ And he said to her, 
‘Give me your son.’ So he took him out of her arms and 
carried him to the upper room where he was staying, and 
laid him on his own bed.  Then he cried out to 
the  Lord  and said, ‘O  Lord  my God, have You also 
brought tragedy on the widow with whom I lodge, by 
killing her son?’ And he stretched himself out on the child 
three times, and cried out to the  Lord  and said, 
‘O Lord my God, I pray, let this child’s soul come back to 
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him.’ Then the  Lord  heard the voice of Elijah; and the 
soul of the child came back to him, and he revived. And 
Elijah took the child and brought him down from the 
upper room into the house, and gave him to his mother. 
And Elijah said, ‘See, your son lives!’ Then the woman 
said to Elijah, ‘Now by this I know that you are a man of 
God, and  that the word of the Lord  in your mouth  is  the 
truth. 1 Kings 17:17-24

God then sent Elijah back to King Ahab to announce to him 
that the drought would soon come to an end. The famine had 
been “severe” in Samaria, and Queen Jezebel had 
“massacred” most of the prophets of the Lord. Elijah met with 
Ahab and told him that the reason for the drought and famine 
was because the king had forsaken God’s commandments 
and “followed the Baals.” Elijah then challenged Ahab to 
gather all the people of Israel at Mount Carmel, along with the 
450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah who ate at 
Jezebel’s table.
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You can read the results of that meeting in 1 Kings 18. Elijah 
demonstrated to the people of Israel the supreme power of 
God over the false gods they were worshipping.

Then  the fire of the  Lord  fell and consumed the burnt 
sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and the dust, and 
it licked up the water that was in the trench. Now when all 
the people saw  it,  they fell on their faces; and they 
said, ‘The Lord, He is God! The Lord, He is God! 1 Kings 
18:38-39

Elijah then told the people to seize the prophets of Baal and 
take them to the Brook Kishon. That’ where Elijah executed all 
of the false prophets. While that may sound cruel and violent 
to some, knowing the wickedness of the followers of Baal 
shows why God wanted them killed.

Everything we see in the following chapters of 1 Kings is God 
reaching out to His people. Even after the great victory over 
the prophets of Baal, the people of Israel and their leaders 
continued to worship false gods. Queen Jezebel wanted Elijah 
dead, so he ran for his life and went to Beersheba in Judah. 
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An angel of the Lord fed Elijah and send him on a journey to 
Mount Horeb. Elijah went into a cave and God met him there. 
God asked Elijah why he was in the cave. Elijah answered –

I have been very zealous for the  Lord  God of hosts; 
because the children of Israel have forsaken Your 
covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets 
with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my 
life. 1 Kings 19:14

God told Elijah to go to the “Wilderness of Damascus” and 
anoint Hazael as king over Syria. God also told Elijah to 
anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi as king over Israel. Keep in 
mind that Ahab was still Israel’s king, but God was preparing 
for what was going to happen to Ahab and Jezebel. God also 
told Elijah to anoint Elisha the son of Shaphat as prophet in 
his place. God had an unusual plan for Elijah. God then told 
Elijah something that many of us have read before –

Yet I have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose 
knees have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has 
not kissed him. 1 Kings 19:18
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Elijah did as God commanded him. Elijah also had one more 
meeting with King Ahab of Israel and told him that God would 
condemn him, Jezebel, and his entire family. Ahab died in a 
battle with the Syrians, Jezebel died a violent death, Ahab’s 
70 sons were killed, as were every other member of Ahab’s 
family – just as the prophet Elijah had said (2 Kings 10:17).

God did something special and unusual for Elijah. We find the 
event in 2 Kings 2:

Now Elijah took his mantle, rolled  it  up, and struck the 
water; and  it was divided this way and that, so that the 
two of them crossed over on dry ground. And so it was, 
when they had crossed over, that Elijah said to Elisha, 
‘Ask! What may I do for you, before I am taken away 
from you?’ Elisha said, ‘Please let a double portion of 
your spirit be upon me.’ So he said, ‘You have asked a 
hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see me when I am taken 
from you, it shall be so for you; but if not, it shall not 
be  so.‘ Then it happened, as they continued on and 
talked, that suddenly  a chariot of fire  appeared  with 
horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and 
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Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha 
saw it, and he cried out, ‘My father, my father, the chariot 
of Israel and its horsemen!’ So he saw him no more. And 
he took hold of his own clothes and tore them into two 
pieces.  He also took up the mantle of Elijah that had 
fallen from him, and went back and stood by the bank of 
the Jordan. Then he took the mantle of Elijah that had 
fallen from him, and struck the water, and said, 
“Where is the Lord God of Elijah?” And when he also had 
struck the water,  it was divided this way and that; and 
Elisha crossed over. 2 Kings 2:8-14

Elijah played a special role in God’s Eternal plan for the Seed 
of the woman to destroy the seed of the serpent. The prophet 
Malachi wrote these words hundreds of years after Elijah 
ascended to Heaven without dying.

Behold, I will send you  Elijah the prophet Before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And he 
will turn The hearts of the fathers to the children, And the 
hearts of the children to their fathers, Lest I come 
and strike the earth with a curse. Malachi 4:5-6
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We see Elijah talking with the Seed, Jesus Christ, in Matthew 
17. That was almost 900 years after Elijah went to Heaven.

Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John 
his brother, led them up on a high mountain by 
themselves;  and He was transfigured before them. His 
face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white 
as the light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to 
them, talking with Him. Then Peter answered and said to 
Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish,  let 
us make here three tabernacles: one for You, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah. Matthew 17:1-4

Elijah was truly one of God’s greatest prophets.
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Elisha

Elisha was also a great prophet through whom God brought 
revival to His people. Elisha prophesied to the Northern 
Kingdom (Israel) from the middle to the end of the 9th century 
BC. Israel’s kings during that time were Jehoram, Jehu, and 
Jehoahaz. They were all bad kings and not related to the 
“house of David.” However, the people of Israel were still 
God’s people.

Elisha also had some interaction with Judah’s king 
Jehoshaphat because Israel’s king Joram asked him to help 
fight against the king of Moab. Things didn’t go well for the 
armies of Israel and Judah, so Jehoshaphat asked – “Is 
there  no prophet of the  Lord  here, that we may inquire of 
the  Lord  by him?” One of the servants of Israel’s king 
mentioned that Elisha had “poured water on the hands of 
Elijah,” so the kings went to meet with Elisha.
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Elisha told the king of Israel – “What have I to do with 
you? Go to  the prophets of your father and the prophets of 
your mother” – meaning the prophets of Israel’s false gods. 
Here’s how Elisha responded to Jehoram –

As  the Lord of hosts lives, before whom I stand, surely 
were it not that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah, I would not look at you, nor see you. 2 
Kings 3:15

Elisha told them to do what God commanded, and Israel and 
Judah defeated the Moabite army. You can read the details in 
2 Kings 3:16-27.

Elisha had asked Elijah for a “double portion” of the Spirit to 
be upon him. Elisha worked many miracles “according to the 
word of the Lord.” You can read about them in 2 Kings 4 – 7.

Elisha served God during violent times for both Israel and 
Judah. The kings of Israel were all evil. The kings (and one 
queen) following Jehoshaphat were also bad. You can read 
about their wickedness in 2 Kings 8 – 11.
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Even as Elisha was prophesying against the wickedness of 
Israel’s kings, God did something special in Judah. King 
Ahaziah of Judah died soon after becoming king, so his 
mother (Athaliah) destroyed almost all of the royal heirs and 
became queen. However, Ahaziah’s sister rescued one of the 
dead king’s sons, Joash, and hid him and his nurse for six 
years. God had a special plan for the boy.

Jehoiada was a leading priest in Judah at the time and knew 
that Joash was the true king. Jehoiada called together 
captains, bodyguards, and escorts and “brought them into the 
house of the Lord” (2 Kings 11:4). Jehoiada made a covenant 
with them and took an oath from them in the house of the 
Lord. Then, Jehoiada showed them King Ahaziah’s son. 
Jehoiada told them how to protect the boy – “You are to be 
with the king as he goes out and as he comes in” (2 Kings 
11:8b).
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Queen Athaliah heard the noise of the escorts and the people, 
so she went to the Temple of the Lord. She saw young King 
Joash standing by a pillar according to custom, along with the 
leaders and trumpeters who were with the king. All the people 
were rejoicing and blowing trumpets. Athaliah tore here 
clothes and cried out, “Treason! Treason!” Jehoiada 
commanded the captains and other army officers to take 
Athaliah out of the Temple and kill her.

What followed was the beginning of a new spiritual revival in 
Judah. After a succession of three bad rulers, Judah now had 
a good king – seven-year-old Joash.

Then Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord, the 
king, and the people, that they should be the  Lord’s 
people, and also between the king and the people. And 
all the people of the land went to the temple of Baal, and 
tore it down. They thoroughly  broke in pieces its altars 
and  images, and killed Mattan the priest of Baal before 
the altars. And  the priest appointed  officers over the 
house of the  Lord.  Then he took the captains of 
hundreds, the bodyguards, the escorts, and all the 
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people of the land; and they brought the king down from 
the house of the Lord, and went by way of the gate of the 
escorts to the king’s house. Then he sat on the throne of 
the kings. So all the people of the land rejoiced; and the 
city was quiet, for they had slain Athaliah with the 
sword in the king’s house. 2 Kings 11:17-20

Joash reigned forty years in Jerusalem and “did what was 
right in the sight of the Lord all the days in which Jehoiada the 
priest instructed him” (2 Kings 12:2). However, the high places 
were not taken away. The people of Judah “still sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places.” We see that many times 
in the Old Testament (e.g. 1 Kings 3:3; 15:14; 22:43; 2 Kings 
12:3; 14:4; 15:4, 35). God blesses His people with revival, yet 
they don’t go all the way in obeying His Word. We will learn 
more about the importance of obeying God as we continue 
our series.
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Joash’s rule as king did not end well. As we read in 2 
Chronicles 24, Jehoida died and was buried in Jerusalem 
“among the kings.” The leaders of Judah came to Joash and 
he listened to them. Joash did what was right in the sight of 
the Lord “all the days in which Jehoiada the priest instructed 
him.” However, once Jehoiada was dead and no longer 
instructing Joash, the king listened to the “leaders” of the 
people. They wanted to return to the worship of idols. 

God sent prophets "to bring them back to the Lord." That's 
God's heart for His people. Even when they sin greatly, God 
loves them and sends prophets to bring them back to Him. 
However, Joash and the people would not listen. So, God's 
Spirit came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest. He 
stood above the people and said - "Why do you transgress 
the commandments of the  Lord, so that you cannot 
prosper? Because you have forsaken the Lord, He also has 
forsaken you." 
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Notice Zechariah’s words. This is another key about revival. 
The transgression (sin) was against the commandments of 
the Lord. The people could not prosper because of that. Why? 
Because they had forsaken the Lord, He also forsook them. 
That’s important to remember.

How did the people of Judah respond to the words of 
Zechariah the priest?

So they conspired against him, and at the command of 
the king they stoned him with stones in the court of the 
house of the Lord. Thus Joash the king did not remember 
the kindness which Jehoiada his father had done to him, 
but killed his son; and as he died, he said, ‘The Lord look 
on it, and repay! 2 Chronicles 24:21-22

As you might imagine, Joash’s life did not end well. Even 
though he is generally remembered as one of Judah’s “good” 
kings, he disobeyed God toward the end of his life.
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So it happened in the spring of the year that the army of 
Syria came up against him; and they came to Judah and 
Jerusalem, and destroyed all the leaders of the people 
from among the people, and sent all their spoil to the king 
of Damascus. For the army of the Syrians came with a 
small company of men; but the  Lord  delivered a very 
great army into their hand, because they had forsaken 
the Lord God of their fathers. So they executed judgment 
against Joash. And when they had withdrawn from him 
(for they left him severely wounded),  his own servants 
conspired against him because of the blood of the sons 
of Jehoiada the priest, and killed him on his bed. So he 
died. And they buried him in the City of David, but they 
did not bury him in the tombs of the kings. 2 Chronicles 
24:23-25

The three kings of Judah who followed Joash (Amaziah, 
Uzziah, and Jotham) were basically good leaders. However, 
Amaziah was killed by officials after suffering a humiliating 
military loss with the king of Israel (2 Chronicles 25). We’ll 
learn more about how God dealt with Uzziah and Jotham 
when we look at the life of the prophet Isaiah.
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As for Elisha the prophet to Israel, we find him again in 2 
Kings 13. Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, became king over the 
Northern Kingdom toward the end of the 9th century BC. King 
Jehoahaz “did evil in the sight of the Lord, and followed the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel sin.” God 
was angry and delivered Israel into the hand of the king of 
Syria. Jehoahaz pleaded with God and the Lord heard him; 
“for He saw the oppression of Israel, because the king of 
Syria oppressed them.” God delivered the Israelites so they 
could escape from the Syrians, but they would not depart from 
evil. They continued to worship idols even after God delivered 
them. Jehoahaz died and his son, Jehoash, became king.

Elisha became very sick, but tried to help Jehoash destroy the 
Syrians. However, the king did not fully obey the prophet. You 
can read the details in 2 Kings 14. Elisha died and was 
buried.
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One final story about Elisha that you may have read is this:

And the raiding bands from Moab invaded the land in the 
spring of the year. So it was, as they were burying a man, 
that suddenly they spied a band of raiders; and they put 
the man in the tomb of Elisha; and when the man was let 
down and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived and 
stood on his feet. 2 Kings 13:20-21

Interesting – “he revived and stood on his feet.” In life and 
death, Elisha was one of God’s great prophets.
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Next eBook

In the next part of our series, we’ll meet a prophet of God who 
ran away from revival. Why would he do that? Join us for the 
next part of the series, Revival – To Live Again.

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. 
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.
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