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Chapter Thirteen

The Assyrian army conquered the Northern Kingdom of Israel 
during the prophetic ministries of Micah and Isaiah. What’s 
left? The Southern Kingdom of Judah. Several men 
prophesied during the last years of Judah. They include 
Nahum, Zephaniah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, Habakkuk, 
and Obadiah. We’ll start with Nahum to see what we can 
learn about revival.
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Nahum the Prophet

We know about Nahum from his writings, the Book of Nahum. 
We know he was an “Elkoshite,” though we can’t be sure of 
the location of ancient Elkosh. Some Bible scholars think it 
might be in Galilee, some in south Judah. It may be that 
archaeologists have not found the location yet.

We know from Nahum’s writings he prophesied from the 
middle to the late part of the 7th century BC. The kings of 
Judah during that time would have included Manasseh, Amon, 
and Josiah. However, none of those kings were mentioned in 
Nahum’s prophecies. He does mention Judah, but not the 
kings by name.
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We know the primary subject of the Book from the first 
sentence –

The burden against Nineveh. The book of the vision of 
Nahum the Elkoshite. Nahum 1:1

The Hebrew word for “burden” is מַׂשָּא  (massa’). It means “a 
load, burden, lifting, bearing,” and usually speaks of a 
threatening prophecy. When Isaiah prophesied against 
Babylon, it was called “The burden against Babylon” (Isaiah 
13:1).

Nahum’s prophecy would be “against” Nineveh, the center of 
the Assyrian Empire’s power. The Assyrians had taken the 
people of Israel (Northern Kingdom) captive and replaced the 
land with people from other countries. The Assyrians were 
also intent on doing the same thing to the people of Judah 
(Southern Kingdom). Nahum prophesied against Assyria 
saying that God would avenge His people and bring an end to 
the armies of Assyria.
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Keep in mind that Nahum the prophet saw this in a “vision” 
from God. As far as the kings and people of Judah were 
concerned, they saw the Assyrians as a powerful threat to 
their nation. They didn’t see what Nahum saw because God 
shows the future to His prophets and speaks to His people 
through them. That’s another lesson for revival. If you hear a 
true prophet of God, listen to what he says. How will you know 
a true prophet? They will speak only what God tells them 
through His Word.

Here’s what Nahum said –

God is jealous, and the Lord avenges; The Lord avenges 
and  is  furious. The  Lord  will take vengeance on His 
adversaries, And He reserves  wrath  for His enemies; 
The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, And will not 
at all acquit the wicked. Nahum 1:2-3

Though Nineveh of old was like a pool of water, Now they 
flee away. ‘Halt! Halt!’  they cry; But no one turns back. 
Take spoil of silver! Take spoil of gold! There is no end of 
treasure, Or wealth of every desirable prize. She is 
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empty, desolate, and waste! The heart melts, and the 
knees shake; Much pain  is  in every side, And all their 
faces are drained of color. Nahum 2:8-10

Behold,  I am against you,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘I will 
burn your chariots in smoke, and the sword shall devour 
your young lions; I will cut off your prey from the earth, 
and the voice of your  messengers shall be heard no 
more. Nahum 2:13

Woe to the bloody city! It is all full of lies and robbery. Its 
victim never departs. The noise of a whip And the noise 
of rattling wheels, Of galloping horses, Of  clattering 
chariots! Horsemen charge with bright sword and 
glittering spear. There is  a multitude of slain, A great 
number of bodies, Countless corpses— They stumble 
over the corpses— Because of the multitude of harlotries 
of the  seductive harlot, The mistress of sorceries, Who 
sells nations through her harlotries, And families through 
her sorceries. Nahum 3:1-4
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Your shepherds slumber, O king of Assyria; Your nobles 
rest  in the dust. Your people are  scattered on the 
mountains, And no one gathers them. Your injury has no 
healing, Your wound is severe. All who hear news of you 
Will clap  their hands over you, For upon whom has not 
your wickedness passed continually? Nahum 3:18-19

That’s how the Book of Nahum ends. The entire prophecy 
concerned God’s destruction of Nineveh and the Assyrian 
Empire, which happened within a short time after Nahum’s 
prophecy. How did God do that? Through a series of military 
defeats. The mighty Assyrian Empire was destroyed at the 
hands of the Babylonians, Medes, and Persians. Babylon 
rules over the Assyrian regions from the late part of the 7th 
century to the middle of the 6th century.
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This history of Assyria is interesting when we remember what 
the prophet Isaiah wrote –

Woe to Assyria,  the rod of My anger And the staff in 
whose hand is My indignation. I will send him against an 
ungodly nation, And against the people of My wrath I 
will give him charge, To seize the spoil, to take the prey, 
And to tread them down like the mire of the streets. Yet 
he does not mean so, Nor does his heart think so; But it 
is  in his heart to destroy, And cut off not a few nations. 
For he says, ‘Are  not my princes altogether kings? 
Is not Calno like Carchemish? Is not Hamath like Arpad? 
Is not Samaria  like Damascus? As my hand has found 
the kingdoms of the idols, Whose carved images 
excelled those of Jerusalem and Samaria, As I have 
done to Samaria and her idols, Shall I not do also to 
Jerusalem and her idols?’ Therefore it shall come to 
pass, when the Lord has  performed all His work  on 
Mount Zion and on Jerusalem,  that He will say,  ‘I will 
punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of 
Assyria, and the glory of his haughty looks. Isaiah 
10:5-12
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God used Assyria to accomplish His judgment on Israel, then 
He punished Assyria – “the fruit of the arrogant heart of the 
king of Assyria, and the glory of his haughty looks.” It’s always 
good for us to remember that God is the Sovereign Creator of 
this world. He controls what happens through His will. That’s 
certainly an important lesson of revival. God may bring an 
unlikely opponent to His people to accomplish His will, but He 
will not leave that opponent unpunished.



Revival - To Live Again  of 11 77

Zephaniah the Prophet

Zephaniah was the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son 
of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah. Zephaniah prophesied in the 
days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah. Zephaniah 
began his prophesy against Judah –

I will  utterly consume everything From the face of the 
land,’ Says the Lord; ‘I will consume man and beast; I will 
consume the birds of the heavens, The fish of the sea, 
And the stumbling blocks along with the wicked. I will cut 
off man from the face of the  land,’ Says the Lord. ‘I will 
stretch out My hand against Judah, And against all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. I will cut off every trace of Baal 
from this place, The names of the  idolatrous priests with 
the  pagan  priests— Those  who worship the host of 
heaven on the housetops; Those who worship and 
swear oaths by the Lord, But who also swear by Milcom; 
Those who have turned back from  following  the  Lord, 
And have not sought the Lord, nor inquired of Him.’ Be 
silent in the presence of the Lord God; For the day of 
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the  Lord  is  at hand, For  the  Lord  has prepared a 
sacrifice; He has invited His guests. Zephaniah 1:1-7

God would stretch out His hand “against” Judah because of 
idol worship by the priests and the people. Zephaniah’s 
prophecy continued with what God would do to Judah –

• I will … punish the men Who are settled in complacency, 
Who say in their heart, ‘The Lord will not do good, Nor 
will He do evil.’

• Therefore their goods shall become booty, And their 
houses a desolation They shall build houses, but not 
inhabit them

• They shall plant vineyards, but not drink their wine.

• The great day of the Lord is near; It is near and hastens 
quickly.

• The noise of the day of the  Lord  is bitter; There the 
mighty men shall cry out.

• That day is a day of wrath, A day of trouble and distress, 
A day of devastation and desolation, A day of darkness 
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and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness, A 
day of  trumpet and alarm Against the fortified cities And 
against the high towers.

• I will bring distress upon men, And they shall walk like 
blind men, Because they have sinned against the Lord;

• Their blood shall be poured out like dust, And their flesh 
like refuse.

• Neither their silver nor their gold Shall be able to deliver 
them In the day of the Lord’s wrath

• But the whole land shall be devoured By the fire of His 
jealousy

• For He will make speedy riddance Of all those who dwell 
in the land
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Zephaniah next calls on Judah to repent, which is central to 
revival –

Gather  yourselves together, yes, gather together, 
O undesirable nation, Before the decree is issued, Or the 
day passes like chaff, Before the  Lord’s fierce anger 
comes upon you, Before the day of the  Lord’s anger 
comes upon you! Seek the  Lord,  all you meek of the 
earth, Who have upheld His justice. Seek righteousness, 
seek humility. It may be that you will be hidden In the day 
of the Lord’s anger. Zephaniah 2:1-3

Seek the Lord “before” the Lord’s fierce anger arrives. Seek 
righteousness, seek humility. “It may be that you will be 
hidden In the day of the Lord’s anger.”
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The rest of Zephaniah 2 contains prophecies concerning other 
people groups. Examples –

• For Gaza shall be forsaken

• Ashkelon desolate;

• They shall drive out Ashdod at noonday

• Ekron shall be uprooted.

• Woe to the inhabitants of the seacoast

• The nation of the Cherethites

• The word of the Lord  is against you, O Canaan, land of 
the Philistines: ‘I will destroy you; So there shall be no 
inhabitant.’

• Surely Moab shall be like Sodom

• the people of Ammon like Gomorrah— Overrun  with 
weeds and saltpits, And a perpetual desolation

• You Ethiopians also, You shall be slain by My sword.

• He will stretch out His hand against the north, Destroy 
Assyria, And make Nineveh a desolation,
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Nahum’s prophecy ends with woes on Jerusalem because of 
the wickedness of its people and their leaders. However, 
Nahum ends his writings with a prophetic promise from God 
concerning His people –

I will gather those who  sorrow over the appointed 
assembly, Who are among you, To whom  i ts 
reproach is a burden. Behold, at that time I will deal with 
all who afflict you; I will save the lame, And gather those 
who were driven out; I will appoint them for praise and 
fame In every land where they were put to shame. At that 
time I will bring you back, Even at the time I gather you; 
For I will give you fame and praise Among all the peoples 
of the earth, When I return your captives before your 
eyes,” Says the Lord. Zephaniah 3:18-20
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Josiah the King

Nahum and Zephaniah prophesied during the reign of a king 
named Josiah. He was eight years old when he became a 
king and ruled Judah for 31 years. I want to look at Josiah at 
this point because the prophecies of Nahum and Zephaniah 
may have encouraged the boy king to bring about a short 
revival in Judah.

The last good king before Josiah was Hezekiah. Hezekiah’s 
son Manasseh was an evil king. He ruled Judah for 55 years. 
It was a terrible time for Judah. Manasseh undid all the good 
that his father had done for the nation spiritually. Hezekiah 
tore down the high places where the people worshiped idols. 
Manasseh rebuilt the high places. Hezekiah threw out all of 
the idols in the Temple, caused the priests to sanctify 
themselves to the Lord, and repair the Temple. Manasseh 
brought idol worship back into the Temple and caused the 
priests to leave the Lord. Manasseh built altars “for all the 
host of heaven” in the two courts of the Temple. He made his 
son pass through the fire. He practiced soothsaying, used 
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witchcraft, and consulted spiritists and mediums. Manasseh 
“did much evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke Him to 
anger” (2 Kings 21:6).

Manasseh died and his son Amon became king. Amon was 22 
years old when he became king and reigned for just two 
years. Amon “did evil in the sight of the Lord, as his father 
Manasseh had done.” Amon served the idols his father had 
served, and worshiped them. “He forsook the Lord God of his 
fathers, and did not walk in the way of the Lord” (2 Kings 
21:22). Amon’s servants conspired against him and killed the 
king in his own house. The people of Judah executed all 
those who had conspired against King Amon. Then they made 
Amon’s son Josiah king in his place.



Revival - To Live Again  of 19 77

Eight-year-old Josiah (יאֹׁשִּיָה – Yah supports, Yah heals) was 
not like his father or grandfather – “And he did what was right 
in the sight of the  Lord, and walked in all the ways of his 
father David; he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the 
left” (2 Kings 22:2). Here’s what Josiah did in the early years 
of his reign in Judah –

For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was 
still young, he began to seek the God of his father David; 
and in the twelfth year he began  to purge Judah and 
Jerusalem  of the  high places, the wooden images, the 
carved images, and the molded images.  They broke 
down the altars of the Baals in his presence, and the 
incense altars which were above them he cut down; and 
the wooden images, the carved images, and the molded 
images he broke in pieces, and made dust of them and 
scattered  it on the graves of those who had sacrificed to 
them. He also  burned the bones of the priests on 
their altars, and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. And so 
he did  in the cities of Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, 
as far as Naphtali and all around, with  axes. When he 
had broken down the altars and the wooden images, 
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had beaten the carved images into powder, and cut down 
all the incense altars throughout all the land of Israel, he 
returned to Jerusalem. 2 Chronicles 34:3-7

Josiah was more like his great-grandfather Hezekiah. He 
purged Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the wood 
images, the carved images, and the molded images. He had 
all of them destroyed. He even had the dust of the idols 
scattered on the graves of the people who had sacrificed to 
them. Josiah had the bones of the priests burned on their 
idolatrous altars. The king cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. 
Then, he had the same thing done in the northern cities of 
Manasseh, Ephraim, Simeon, and even as far as Naphtali.
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We also read in 2 Kings 22 that King Josiah had carpenters, 
builders, and masons repair the Temple that his father and 
grandfather had allowed to fall into bad condition. Then 
something very important happened – something necessary 
for any revival. As repairs were being made to the Temple, 
Hilkiah the high priest found the “Book of the Law in the house 
of the Lord.” Hilkiah gave the book to a scribe named 
Shaphan who read the Book of the Law. Shaphan took the 
Book to King Josiah and read it to him. The king’s response?

Thus it happened, when the king heard the words of the 
Law, that he tore his clothes. Then the king commanded 
Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Abdon the son of 
Micah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the 
king, saying,  ‘Go, inquire of the  Lord  for me, and for 
those who are left in Israel and Judah, concerning the 
words of the book that is found; for great  is  the wrath of 
the Lord  that is poured out on us, because our fathers 
have not kept the word of the Lord, to do according to all 
that is written in this book. 2 Chronicles 34:19-21
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Hilkiah and the others went to a prophetess of God named 
Huldah. Huldah gave them a message from God –

Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will bring calamity on this 
place and on its inhabitants, all the curses that are 
written in the book which they have read before the king 
of Judah,  because they have forsaken Me and burned 
incense to other gods, that they might provoke Me to 
anger with all the works of their hands. Therefore My 
wrath will be poured out on this place, and not be 
quenched.’ But as for the king of Judah, who sent you to 
inquire of the Lord, in this manner you shall speak to him, 
‘Thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘Concerning the words 
which you have heard— because your heart was tender, 
and you humbled yourself before God when you heard 
His words against this place and against its inhabitants, 
and you humbled yourself before Me, and you tore your 
clothes and wept before Me, I also have heard you,‘ says 
the Lord. Surely I will gather you to your fathers, and you 
shall be gathered to your grave in peace; and your eyes 
shall not see all the calamity which I will bring on this 
place and its inhabitants.’ 2 Chronicles 34:24-28
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Huldah’s prophecy was accurate. God did bring destruction 
on Judah, but not in Josiah’s lifetime. King Josiah would die 
before the destruction of Judah began.

Then the king sent and gathered all the elders of Judah 
and Jerusalem.  The king went up to the house of 
the Lord, with all the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem—the priests and the Levites, and all the 
people, great and small. And he read in their hearing all 
the words of the Book of the Covenant which had been 
found in the house of the Lord. Then the king stood in his 
place and made a  covenant before the  Lord, to follow 
the  Lord, and to keep His commandments and His 
testimonies and His statutes with all his heart and all his 
soul, to perform the words of the covenant that were 
written in this book. And he made all who were present in 
Jerusalem and Benjamin take a stand. So the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem did according to the covenant of God, the 
God of their fathers.  Thus Josiah removed all 
the  abominations from all the country that  belonged  to 
the children of Israel, and made all who were present in 
Israel  diligently serve the  Lord  their God.  All his days 
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they did not depart from following the Lord God of their 
fathers. 2 Chronicles 34:29-33

Though the revival in Josiah’s time was short-lived, it was a 
true revival. The Word of God was heard and obeyed. 
Worship of the true God returned to the Temple. The king took 
a stand for God and God gave life to His people again – if 
only for a short time.

Keep in mind God’s Eternal plan – that the Seed of the 
woman would destroy the seed of the serpent. We find King 
Josiah mentioned in the lineage of the Seed, Jesus Christ –

Josiah begot  Jeconiah and his brothers about the time 
they were carried away to Babylon. Matthew 1:11
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Chapter Fourteen

King Josiah was Judah’s last good king. He died in battle with 
the Egyptians and the prophet Jeremiah “lamented for Josiah” 
(2 Chronicles 35:25). Let’s see what we can learn about 
revival from the prophet Jeremiah.
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Jeremiah the Prophet

The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests 
who were  in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin,  to whom 
the word of the Lord came in the days of Josiah the son 
of Amon, king of Judah,  in the thirteenth year of his 
reign.  It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah, king of Judah, until the end of the eleventh year 
of Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of Judah,  until the 
carrying away of Jerusalem captive  in the fifth month. 
Jeremiah 1:1-3

The first verses in the Book of Jeremiah tell us a lot about the 
prophet. He was the son of Hilkiah, the priest who worked 
with King Josiah to restore the Temple and true worship of 
God. Hilkiah also found the Book of the Law in the Temple 
and had it read to the king.
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Jeremiah prophesied during the days of the last three kings of 
Judah: Josiah, Jehoiakim (Eliakim), and Zedekiah 
(Mattaniah). Jeremiah is often called the “weeping prophet” 
because of his deep sadness for what happened to Jerusalem 
and Judah. He wrote the Book of Lamentations in addition to 
the Book of Jeremiah.

Jeremiah is known as one of the “major prophets” of the Old 
Testament. That’s because of the length of his writings. The 
Book of Jeremiah is second only to the Psalms in length, plus 
Jeremiah wrote the Book of Lamentations. Isaiah, Daniel, and 
Ezekiel are also known as “major” prophets because of the 
length of their writings. Prophets whose writings are shorter 
(e.g. Hosea, Zephaniah, Joel, Micah, Nahum) are known as 
“minor prophets,” not because their prophetic role was minor 
or less important but simply because of the length of their 
written material.
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Jeremiah’s Message

God gave Jeremiah a powerful prophetic message to deliver 
to the people of Judah and Jerusalem. After hundreds of 
years of warning Judah, God would going to bring about the 
judgment that other prophets had proclaimed. That message 
of national and personal doom put Jeremiah squarely in the 
crosshairs of the leaders and citizens of Judah. Here’s what 
God told Jeremiah to say –

Then the Lord said to me: ‘Out of the north calamity shall 
break forth On all the inhabitants of the land. For behold, 
I am calling All the families of the kingdoms of the north,’ 
says the  Lord; ‘They shall come and  each one set his 
throne At the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, Against 
all its walls all around, And against all the cities of Judah. 
I will utter My judgments Against them concerning all 
their wickedness, Because  they have forsaken Me, 
Burned  incense to other gods, And worshiped the works 
of their own  hands. ‘Therefore  prepare yourself and 
arise, And speak to them all that I command you. Do not 
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be dismayed before their faces, Lest I dismay you before 
them. For behold, I have made you this day A fortified city 
and an iron pillar, And bronze walls against the whole 
land— Against the kings of Judah, Against its princes, 
Against its priests, And against the people of the land. 
They will fight against you, But they shall not prevail 
against you. For I am with you,’ says the Lord, ‘to deliver 
you.’ Jeremiah 1:14-19

Fight against Jeremiah is exactly what the people of Judah 
did to the prophet. They opposed him at every turn. They 
accused Jeremiah of treason. They attacked the honesty of 
his prophecies. They tried to kill him. Yet, just as promised, 
God delivered Jeremiah from their attacks.

One thing we learn about revival from Jeremiah’s preaching is 
that God will do what He says He will do. God offered to save 
His people time and time again, but the people would not 
listen. They refused to repent from their sins and turn to God. 
Assyria removed the people of Israel (Northern Kingdom) 
from the land, and now it was Judah’s turn.
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Another thing we learn about revival from Jeremiah’s 
prophecies is that God would restore His people to the land 
after a period of rest for the land because of centuries of idol 
worship. We find God’s purpose and promise in Jeremiah 25 
–

The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the 
people of Judah,  in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son 
of Josiah, king of Judah (which  was  the first year of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), which Jeremiah the 
prophet spoke to all the people of Judah and to all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying:  ‘From the thirteenth 
year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, even to 
this day, this is the twenty-third year in which the word of 
the  Lord  has come to me; and I have spoken to you, 
rising early and speaking, but you have not listened. And 
the  Lord  has sent to you all His servants the 
prophets,  rising early and sending  them,  but you have 
not listened nor inclined your ear to hear.  They 
said,  ‘Repent now everyone of his evil way and his evil 
doings, and dwell in the land that the Lord has given to 
you and your fathers forever and ever. Do not go after 
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other gods to serve them and worship them, and do not 
provoke Me to anger with the works of your hands; and I 
will not harm you.’ Yet you have not listened to Me,’ says 
the Lord, ‘that you might provoke Me to anger with the 
works of your hands to your own hurt. Therefore thus 
says the Lord of hosts: ‘Because you have not heard My 
words, behold, I will send and take all the families of the 
north,’ says the Lord, ‘and Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon,  My servant, and will bring them against this 
land, against its inhabitants, and against these nations all 
around, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an 
a s t o n i s h m e n t , a h i s s i n g , a n d p e r p e t u a l 
desolations. Moreover I will  take from them the voice of 
mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the 
bridegroom and the voice of the bride,  the sound of the 
millstones and the light of the lamp. And this whole land 
shall be a desolation  and  an astonishment, and these 
nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy  years. 
Then it will come to pass,  when  seventy years are 
completed, that I will punish the king of Babylon and that 
nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,’ says 
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the Lord;  ‘and I will make it a perpetual desolation. So I 
will bring on that land all My words which I have 
pronounced against it, all that is written in this book, 
which Jeremiah has prophesied concerning all the 
nations.  (For many nations  and great kings shall  be 
served by them also; and I will repay them according to 
their deeds and according to the works of their own 
hands.)’ Jeremiah 25:1-14

Notice that God referred to the king of Babylon as His 
“servant.” That’s another lesson of revival. God is Sovereign 
over everyone – fr iend and foe. God used King 
Nebuchadnezzar to execute His judgment on Judah, remove 
the people from the land, and give Judah and Jerusalem 70 
years of sabbath rest. At the end of that 70 years God would 
punish the king of Babylon and the nation “for their iniquity.”
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Jeremiah wrote a letter from Jerusalem to the remainder of 
the elders who King Nebuchadnezzar had carried away 
captive from Jerusalem to Babylon. The letter includes words 
of hope for God’s people in captivity –

Build houses and dwell  in them; plant gardens and eat 
their fruit. Take wives and beget sons and daughters; and 
take wives for your sons and give your daughters to 
husbands, so that they may bear sons and daughters—
tha t you may be i nc reased the re , and no t 
diminished. And seek the peace of the city where I have 
caused you to be carried away captive,  and pray to 
the Lord  for it; for in its peace you will have peace. For 
thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let 
your prophets and your diviners who are in your 
midst deceive you, nor listen to your dreams which you 
cause to be dreamed. For they prophesy falsely to you in 
My name; I have not sent them, says the Lord. For thus 
says the  Lord: After  seventy years are completed at 
Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word 
toward you, and cause you to  return to this place. For I 
know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, 
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thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future 
and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and go and pray 
to Me, and I will  listen to you. And you will seek Me and 
find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. I will 
be found by you, says the Lord, and I will bring you back 
from your captivity;  I will gather you from all the nations 
and from all the places where I have driven you, says 
the Lord, and I will bring you to the place from which I 
cause you to be carried away captive. Jeremiah 29:5-14
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Notice the insights for revival –

• Call upon God and He will listen

• Seek God and find Him when you search for Him with all 
your heart

• God will bring you back

This is a simple message, but powerful and true. God loves 
people and wants to save them. That’s why God sent His only 
begotten Son to the world, to save people from their sins. God 
wants to revive people – give them life again. Repentance, 
confession, and obedience are vital to that happening in our 
lives, the life of our churches, and the life of our nation.
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Why would God do this? Because of Jesus Christ – the Seed 
of the woman who will destroy the seed of the serpent. He 
came to save. He will return to rule.

Behold, the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘that  I will 
perform that good thing which I have promised to the 
house of Israel and to the house of Judah: ‘In those days 
and at that time I will cause to grow up to David A Branch 
of righteousness; He shall execute judgment and 
righteousness in the earth. In those days Judah will be 
saved, And Jerusalem will dwell safely. And this  is the 
name  by which she will be called: THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS.’ Jeremiah 33:14-16

[I also recommend you read the short Book of Habakkuk. He 
was a contemporary of Jeremiah.]
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Chapter Fifteen

God used the Assyrian king and his army to remove the 
Jewish people of Samaria (Northern Kingdom of Israel) and 
deporte them to other countries. The Assyrians then moved 
Gentiles from other nations into Samaria. That happened 
about 722 BC.

God used the Babylonian king and his army to remove the 
Jewish people Judah (Southern Kingdom) and deport them to 
Babylon. The Babylonian army finally destroyed Jerusalem 
and its Temple about 586 BC. The prophet Jeremiah 
personally witnessed the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians 
even as he continued to prophesy. Jeremiah was eventually 
taken by force to Egypt where he continued to prophesy what 
God told Him to say (Jeremiah 43 – 44).
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God told Jeremiah to tell the people of Judah that they would 
serve the king of Babylon for seventy years. The land of 
Judah would be “a desolation and an astonishment” during 
that time. God said that after the seventy years were 
completed, He would punish the king of Babylon and the 
nation. God would also bring some of His people back to 
Judah to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple (Jeremiah 25).

What can we learn about revival from the time the Jews lived 
in Babylon? We turn to two prophets who lived there during 
that time: Daniel and Ezekiel. We’ll begin with Daniel.
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Daniel the Prophet

In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and 
besieged it. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah 
into his hand, with some of the articles of  the house of 
God, which he carried  into the land of Shinar to the 
house of his god;  and he brought the articles into the 
treasure house of his god. Then the king instructed 
Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, to bring some of 
the children of Israel and some of the king’s descendants 
and some of the nobles,  young men  in whom  there 
was no blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, 
possessing knowledge and quick to understand, 
who had ability to serve in the king’s palace, and whom 
they might teach the language and  literature of the 
Chaldeans. Daniel 1:1-4
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King Nebuchadnezzar took the people of Judah captive over 
a period of several years.Notice that “the Lord gave Jehoiakim 
king of Judah into his hand.” God had warned the people of 
Judah for hundreds of years to repent of their sins and return 
to worshiping Him alone, or He would send them captive into 
a foreign land. The time had come. Nebuchadnezzar and his 
army came against Jerusalem in the third year of the reign of 
Judah’s king Jehoiakim. The Babylonians took many young 
people captive and deported them to Babylon. Daniel was one 
of those young people. The year was about 605 BC.

This was not an unusual thing to do in ancient times. 
Conquering kings would take the best and brightest young 
people captive and prepare them to serve the king. Daniel’s 
name was changed to Belteshazzar. The idea was to change 
the way captives viewed their nationality and religion – a type 
of forced assimilation into a new country and culture. The 
Babylonians wanted the children to think of themselves as 
Babylonians and forget about their Hebrew culture and 
religion. That would also include their diet.
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Daniel’s name was Hebrew and meant “God is my judge.” 
The suffix “el” is one of the names for God (Elohim). The 
name Belteshazzar was Babylonian and means “Bel protects 
his life.” Bel was the chief god of the city of Babylon and the 
national god of Babylonia. Changing Daniel’s name to 
Belteshazzar was an attempt to change the young child’s 
religious beliefs. The Babylonians also changed the names of 
three of Daniel’s close friends: Hananiah became Shadrach, 
Mishael became Meshach, and Azariah became Abed-Nego.

The plan didn’t work for Daniel or his friends. The Babylonian 
steward wanted all of the young captives to eat delicacies 
from the king’s table. Daniel wisely suggested a test where he 
and his friends would eat only vegetables and drink water for 
ten days while the other young men ate “the portion of the 
king’s delicacies.” Daniel said that the steward could examine 
him and his friends’ appearance and compare that to the 
other young men who ate the portion of the king’s delicacies. 
The steward agreed to the test and examination.
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And at the end of ten days their features appeared better 
and fatter in flesh than all the young men who ate the 
portion of the king’s delicacies.  Thus  the steward took 
away their portion of delicacies and the wine that they 
were to drink, and gave them vegetables. Daniel 1:15-16

God blessed Daniel and his friends. He gave them knowledge 
and skill “in all literature and wisdom.” God also gave Daniel 
understanding “in al visions and dreams.” The king examined 
the young men and was very impressed with Daniel and his 
friends – “And in all matters of wisdom  and  understanding 
about which the king examined them, he found them ten times 
better than all the magicians and astrologers who were  in all 
his realm. Thus Daniel continued until the first year of King 
Cyrus.” Daniel 1:20-21
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Daniel – Dreams and Visions

King Nebuchadnezzar had dreams in the second year of his 
reign that bothered him. He called together the magicians, 
astrologers, sorcerers, and the Chaldeans to tell him about his 
dream. However, they were not able to tell the king what he 
had dreamed or what it meant. The king was very angry and 
gave the command to destroy all the wise men of Babylon, 
including Daniel and his friends.

Daniel asked the captain of the king’s guard why the king’s 
decree was so urgent. The captain explained and Daniel went 
to the king and asked him for some time to tell the king the 
interpretation. The king agreed. Daniel went to his house and 
told his friends what the king had said about killing all of the 
wise men of Babylon. They prayed for wisdom from God. God 
revealed the king’s dream to Daniel during a night “vision.” 
Daniel’s response to God’s blessing is another insight into 
revival.
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Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, For 
wisdom and might are His. And He changes  the times 
and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings; 
He gives wisdom to the wise And knowledge to those 
who have understanding. He reveals deep and secret 
things; He knows what  is  in the darkness, And  light 
dwells with Him. ‘I thank You and praise You, O God of 
my fathers; You have given me wisdom and might, And 
have now made known to me what we asked of You, For 
You have made known to us the king’s demand. Daniel 
2:20-23

God knows everything and reveals wisdom and knowledge to 
His people as He wills. Rather than worry, we should pray and 
rely on our great God. Once we receive wisdom and 
knowledge from God, we are in a position to respond to our 
enemies in a way that brings glory to God. Here’s how Daniel 
responded to King Nebuchadnezzar –
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Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, 
‘The secret which the king has demanded, the 
wise  men,  the astrologers, the magicians, and the 
soothsayers cannot declare to the king.  But there is a 
God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made 
known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter 
days. Your dream, and the visions of your head upon 
your bed, were these:  As for you, O king, thoughts 
came to your mind while on your bed, about what would 
come to pass after this; and He who reveals secrets has 
made known to you what will be.  But as for me, this 
secret has not been revealed to me because I have more 
wisdom than anyone living, but for our sakes who make 
known the interpretation to the king,  and that you 
may know the thoughts of your heart. ‘You, O king, were 
watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, 
whose splendor was excellent, stood before you; and its 
form was awesome. This image’s head was of fine gold, 
its chest and arms of silver, its belly and  thighs of 
bronze,  its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly 
of clay. You watched while a stone was cut out without 
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hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, 
and broke them in pieces.  Then the iron, the clay, the 
bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together, 
and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; 
the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was 
found. And the stone that struck the image  became a 
great mountain  and filled the whole earth. This  is  the 
dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the 
king. You, O king,  are  a king of kings.  For the God of 
heaven has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and 
glory;  and wherever the children of men dwell, or the 
beasts of the field and the birds of the heaven, He has 
given them into your hand, and has made you ruler over 
them all—you are  this head of gold. But after you shall 
arise another kingdom  inferior to yours; then another, a 
third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the 
earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, 
inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters 
everything; and like iron that crushes,  that kingdom will 
break in pieces and crush all the others. Whereas you 
saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of 
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iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the 
iron shall be in it, just as you saw the iron mixed with 
ceramic clay. And as  the toes of the feet were partly of 
iron and partly of clay,  so  the kingdom shall be partly 
strong and partly  fragile.  As you saw iron mixed with 
ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but 
they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not 
mix with clay. And in the days of these kings the God of 
heaven will set up a kingdom  which shall never be 
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people;  it shall  break in pieces and  consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.  Inasmuch as you 
saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without 
hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, 
the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has 
made known to the king what will come to pass after this. 
The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.” 
Daniel 2:27-45
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Here is how the king responded to Daniel –

Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, prostrate 
before Daniel, and commanded that they should present 
an offering  and incense to him.  The king answered 
Daniel, and said, ‘Truly your God is the God of gods, the 
Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you could 
reveal this secret.’ Then the king promoted Daniel  and 
gave him many great gifts; and he made him ruler over 
the whole province of Babylon, and  chief administrator 
over all the wise men of Babylon. Also Daniel petitioned 
the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego 
over the affairs of the province of Babylon; but 
Daniel sat in the gate of the king. Daniel 2:46-49
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Here are more insights into revival. King Nebuchadnezzar 
made a huge golden image of himself in the province of 
Babylon. The people were commanded to bow down and 
worship the image when they hear “the sound of the horn, 
flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery.” Anyone who didn’t fall down 
and worship the image would “be cast immediately into the 
midst of a burning fiery furnace.” (Daniel 3)

The Chaldeans, who were probably jealous of Daniel and his 
friends’ promotion, told the king that the Jews did not bow 
down and worship the image. The king was furious and had 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego thrown into the fiery 
furnace. Nebuchadnezzar was so angry that he had the heat 
of the furnace increased seven times more than usual. The 
Babylonians who threw the three Hebrew men into the 
furnace were killed by the flames because it was so hot. 
However, the Hebrews were untouched by the flames.
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And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-Nego, fell down bound into the midst of the 
burning fiery furnace. Then King Nebuchadnezzar 
was astonished; and he rose in haste  and  spoke, 
saying to his counselors, ‘Did we not cast three men 
bound into the midst of the fire?’ They answered and 
said to the king, ‘True, O king.’ ‘Look!’ he answered, 
‘I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; 
and they are not hurt, and the form of the fourth is 
like  the Son of God … Nebuchadnezzar spoke, 
saying, ‘Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-Nego, who sent His Angel and delivered 
His servants who trusted in Him, and they have 
frustrated the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, 
that they should not serve nor worship any god 
except their own God!  Therefore I make a decree 
that any people, nation, or language which speaks 
anything amiss against the  God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-Nego shall be  cut in pieces, 
and their houses shal l be made an ash 
heap;  because there is no other God who can 
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deliver like this. Then the king promoted Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-Nego in the province of 
Babylon. Daniel 3:23-25, 28-30

Here’s the revival lesson. Obey God first and always. Don’t 
give an inch when ungodly people tell you to disobey God. 
Even if you are threatened with the loss of your position, your 
property, or your life, do what God says. He always with us – 
even in a fiery furnace.

Daniel interpreted other dreams and saw visions of what God 
planned for the nations and leaders of the world. Daniel faced 
many trials, yet stood firm for God and His Word. He was 
faithful. That’s another lesson for revival. God is always 
faithful to His Word. We must be faithful to Him.
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One of Daniel’s best-known interpretations concerned 
Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson, Belshazzar. He acted as co-
regent of Babylon while his father Nabonidus was out of the 
country. Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his 
lords. He commanded that the gold and silver vessels his 
grandfather had brought from the Temple in Jerusalem be 
brought to his banquet. The king and his lords, his wives, and 
his concubines drank from the Temple vessels. They drank 
wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze and iron, 
wood and stone.

It was then that the king saw the “fingers of a man” appear 
and write on the wall of the king’s palace. This deeply troubled 
the king, so he called for Babylon’s astrologers, Chaldeans, 
and soothsayers to tell him what the writing meant.

The king spoke, saying to the wise  men  of Babylon, 
‘Whoever reads this writ ing, and tells me its 
interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and  have  a 
chain of gold around his neck; and he shall be the third 
ruler in the kingdom.’ Daniel 5:7
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The king’s “wise men” were not able to read the writing or 
interpret it. That made the king even more troubled. However, 
the queen mother heard about the problem and went to the 
banquet room. Here’s what she told the king –

There is a man in your kingdom in whom  is  the Spirit of 
the Holy God. And in the days of your  father, light and 
understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, 
were found in him; and King Nebuchadnezzar your father
—your father the king—made him chief of the magicians, 
astrologers, Chaldeans,  and  soothsayers.  Inasmuch as 
an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, 
interpreting dreams, solving riddles, and  explaining 
enigmas were found in this Daniel, whom the king named 
Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will give 
the interpretation. Daniel 5:11-12

It’s interesting to note how highly the queen mother respected 
Daniel. She used his Hebrew name and said that “the Spirit of 
the Holy God” was in Daniel.
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Daniel was brought before the king. He read the writing on the 
wall and interpreted it for Belshazzar.

And you have  lifted yourself up against the Lord of 
heaven. They have brought the  vessels of  His house 
before you, and you and your lords, your wives and your 
concubines, have drunk wine from them. And you have 
praised the gods of silver and gold, bronze and iron, 
wood and stone, which do not see or hear or know; and 
the God who holds your breath in His hand and owns all 
your ways, you have not glorified. Then the fingers of the 
hand were sent from Him, and this writing was written. 
‘And this is the inscription that was written: MENE, 
MENE,  TEKEL,  UPHARSIN. This  is  the interpretation 
of each word. MENE: God has numbered your kingdom, 
and finished it; TEKEL: You have been weighed in the 
balances, and found wanting; PERES: Your kingdom has 
been divided, and given to the  Medes and  Persians.’ 
Then Belshazzar gave the command, and they clothed 
Daniel with purple and  put  a chain of gold around his 
neck, and made a proclamation concerning him  that he 
should be the third ruler in the kingdom. That very night 
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Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was slain. And Darius 
the Mede received the kingdom,  being  about sixty-two 
years old. Daniel 5:23-31

The Medes and Persians captured Babylon that night and put 
Belshazzar to death. Darius the Mede made Daniel one of 
three governors over 120 satraps in the kingdom. Daniel, who 
was an old man by that time, distinguished himself above the 
governors and satraps, “because an excellent spirit was in 
him.”

The king was thinking about setting Daniel over the whole 
realm, so the other governors and satraps looked for a way to 
find a charge they could make against Daniel. They couldn’t 
find a charge or fault in Daniel because he was “faithful.” 
What do jealous people do? They lie and cheat. They tricked 
King Darius into signing a decree that anyone who petitions 
any god for 30 days would be cast into the “den of lions.”
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These wicked men knew that Daniel prayed to God three 
times a day and would not stop doing that because of the 
king’s decree. They were right. Daniel continued to pray and 
petition God three times a day. The governors and satraps 
went to the king and told him what Daniel had done. Even 
though the king didn’t want to throw Daniel in the lion’s den, 
he went through with it because it was the decree he had 
signed was law and couldn’t be changed.

However, the king said something interesting to Daniel just 
before Daniel went into the lion’s den – “Your God, whom you 
serve continually, He will deliver you.” That’s exactly what 
happened. God sent “His angel and shut the lions’ mouth,” so 
they did not hurt Daniel. The king was “exceedingly glad” for 
Daniel and had him taken out of the den. Daniel had no 
injuries “because he believed in his God” (Daniel 6:23).
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King Darius gave the command and all of the men who had 
accused Daniel, along with their wives and children, were 
thrown into the lion’s den. The lions quickly killed everyone of 
them. Then Darius wrote this for the entire kingdom to read –

To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all 
the earth: Peace be multiplied to you. I make a decree 
that in every dominion of my kingdom men must tremble 
and fear before the God of Daniel. For He  is  the living 
God, And steadfast forever; His kingdom is the one which 
shall not be destroyed, And His dominion shall endure to 
the end. He delivers and rescues, And He works signs 
and wonders In heaven and on earth, Who has delivered 
Daniel from the power of the lions. Daniel 6:25-27

That is a powerful testimony to God’s power and protection. 
As for Daniel, he “prospered in the reign of Darius and in the 
reign of Cyrus the Persian.”
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Daniel’s faithfulness in the face of many hardships and 
challenges is a wonderful example for all of us. Daniel spent 
most of his life in a foreign land. His words and actions spoke 
volumes to the leaders and people of those nations about the 
reality of God. May we follow the example of Daniel and 
experience revival in our own lives, that it might bring glory to 
God and impact the nations around us.
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Chapter Sixteen

King Nebuchadnezzar took Daniel and other Hebrew young 
people captive in about 605 BC. They were taken from Judah 
to Babylon. Even though it was a difficult time for Daniel and 
his friends, we saw how God protected them and brought 
glory to His name.

Nebuchadnezzar took a larger group of Jews captive about 
597 BC. That’s based on 2 Kings 24 saying it happened in the 
“eighth year” of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign. Ezekiel, a priest, 
was one of those Jews taken captive. Let’s see what we can 
learn about revival from Ezekiel.
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Ezekiel the Prophet

Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the 
fourth  month,  on the fifth  day  of the month, as 
I was among the captives by  the River Chebar,  that  the 
heavens were opened and I saw visions of God. On the 
fifth day of the month, which was in the fifth year of King 
Jehoiachin’s captivity,  the word of the  Lord  came 
expressly to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the 
land of the Chaldeans by the River Chebar; and the hand 
of the Lord was upon him there. Ezekiel 1:1-3

We know about Ezekiel from his lengthy writings. Even 
though some of his writings are repeated in other parts of the 
Bible, the only time we find his name mentioned is in his 
writings. The name Ezekiel means “God strengthens.” We 
know that Ezekiel was a priest. We know he lived by the River 
Chebar in Babylonia during his captivity. We also know that 
Ezekiel lived among other captives and God spoke “expressly 
to Ezekiel.” We know that Ezekiel saw “visions of God” in the 
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fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity. That would have been 
about 592 BC.

The visions God gave Ezekiel may seem a bit bizarre to many 
people, but what God gave us was a vision of some of His 
creation that we cannot see. Keep in mind that Jesus Christ 
created “all things” that are in Heaven and on earth, “visible 
and invisible” (Colossians 1:16). God allowed Ezekiel to see 
what some of those creatures look like. It was a window into 
the invisible realm. You can read about the vision in Ezekiel 
1:4-28.

After seeing this amazing vision, God called Ezekiel to 
prophesy to His people in captivity – “As for them, whether 
they hear or whether they refuse—for they  are  a  rebellious 
house—yet they will know that a prophet has been among 
them” (Ezekiel 2:5).
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God made it clear to Ezekiel that his prophetic ministry was 
specifically to the Hebrew people – “For you are not sent to a 
people of unfamiliar speech and of hard language, but  to the 
house of Israel, not to many people of unfamiliar speech and 
of hard language, whose words you cannot understand” 
(Ezekiel 3:5-6).

Moreover He said to me: ‘Son of man, receive into your 
heart all My words that I speak to you, and hear with your 
ears. And go, get to the captives, to the children of your 
people, and speak to them and tell them, ‘Thus says the 
Lord God,’ whether they hear, or whether they refuse. 
Ezekiel 3:10-11

God appointed Ezekiel to be a “watchman” for His people. 
Being a watchman was a weighty job as it carried severe 
penalties if Ezekiel did not do what God required of him 
(Ezekiel 3:16-27). Ezekiel did what God commanded and 
prophesied to the captives. Keep in mind that Jerusalem and 
the Temple were still standing when Ezekiel began 
prophesying. Much of his early prophecies concerned the 
soon destruction of both. The future of Judah looked bleak –
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Therefore, as I live,’ says the Lord God, ‘surely, because 
you have  defiled My sanctuary with all your  detestable 
things and with all your abominations, therefore I will also 
diminish you; My eye will not spare, nor will I have any 
pity. One-third of you shall die of the pestilence, and be 
consumed with famine in your midst; and one-third shall 
fall by the sword all around you; and I will scatter another 
third to all the winds, and I will draw out a sword 
after  them. ‘Thus shall My anger  be spent, and I 
will  cause My fury to rest upon them,  and I will be 
avenged;  and they shall know that I, the  Lord, have 
spoken  it  in My zeal, when I have spent My fury upon 
them. Moreover  I will make you a waste and a reproach 
among the nations that are all around you, in the sight of 
all who pass by. ‘So  it shall be a  reproach, a taunt, 
a lesson, and an astonishment to the nations that are all 
around you, when I execute judgments among you in 
anger and in fury and in furious rebukes. I, the Lord, have 
spoken. When I send against them the terrible arrows of 
famine which shall be for destruction, which I will send to 
destroy you, I will increase the famine upon you and cut 
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off your  supply of bread.  So I will send against you 
famine and  wild beasts, and they will bereave 
you. Pestilence and blood shall pass through you, and I 
will bring the sword against you. I, the  Lord, have 
spoken.’ Ezekiel 5:11-17
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Ezekiel and God’s Glory

Ezekiel’s prophecies are fascinating to read. He lived in 
Babylonia, yet God showed him the secret things priests were 
doing inside the Temple in Jerusalem. God sees everything 
and can reveal it to His prophets. That included the “glory” of 
the Lord leaving the Temple and moving eastward from 
Jerusalem prior to the Babylonian army destroying Temple 
and Jerusalem – “And the glory of the Lord went up from the 
midst of the city and stood on the mountain, which  is on the 
east side of the city” (Ezekiel 11:23). The mountain that is on 
the east side of the city of Jerusalem is Mount Olivet.

As with other prophecies God delivered to His people through 
the prophets, God promised to restore Israel at a future time. 
That restoration would come when His glory returned from the 
“way of the east.”
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And behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the 
way of the east. His voice was  like the sound of many 
waters; and the earth shone with His glory. It was like the 
appearance of the vision which I saw—like the vision 
which I saw when  I came  to destroy the city. The 
visions  were  like the vision which I saw  by the River 
Chebar; and I fell on my face.  And the glory of 
the Lord came into the  temple by way of the gate which 
faces toward the east. The Spirit lifted me up and brought 
me into the inner court; and behold,  the glory of 
the Lord filled the temple. Ezekiel 43:2-4

Jesus Christ, who is the glory of God (Hebrews 1:3), 
ascended to Heaven from Mount Olivet. Angels told Christ’s 
apostles that He would return just as they had seen Him leave 
(Acts 1:9-12). What Ezekiel prophesied was the return of 
Jesus Christ to enter into a new Temple where He would dwell 
with His people (Ezekiel 43:6-7). That’s when Israel will 
experience true and lasting revival – when Jesus Christ is on 
His Throne in Jerusalem.
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Ezekiel and New Life

Another interesting prophecy concerning the return of Jesus 
Christ is found in Ezekiel 37. God showed Ezekiel a valley 
that was full of bones and told him to prophesy to the bones.

‘O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! Thus says the 
Lord God  to these bones: ‘Surely I will cause breath to 
enter into you, and you shall live. I will put sinews on you 
and bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put 
breath in you; and you shall live. Then you shall know 
that I am the Lord.’ Ezekiel 37:4-6

Ezekiel did as God commanded and the bones came together 
and were covered by sinews, flesh, and skin. However, there 
was no breath in them. God told Ezekiel to prophesy “to the 
breath.” Ezekiel did as he was commanded and breath came 
into them – “and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an 
exceedingly great army” (Ezekiel 37:9). God then explained 
the vision to Ezekiel –
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‘Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They indeed say,  ‘Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, 
and we ourselves are cut off!’ Therefore prophesy and 
say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God: ‘Behold, O My 
people, I will open your graves and cause you to come 
up from your graves, and  bring you into the land of 
Israel. Then you shall know that I am  the Lord, when I 
have opened your graves, O My people, and brought you 
up from your graves.  I will put My Spirit in you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you 
shall know that I, the  Lord, have spoken  it  and 
performed it,‘ says the Lord.’ Ezekiel 37:11-14

God spoke to Ezekiel again and told him that He was going to 
unite Israel and Judah into one kingdom under one King.

‘Thus says the Lord God: ‘Surely  I will take the children 
of Israel from among the nations, wherever they have 
gone, and will gather them from every side and bring 
them into their own land; and I will make them one nation 
in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king shall 
be king over them all; they shall no longer be two 
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nations, nor shall they ever be divided into two kingdoms 
again.  They shall not defile themselves anymore with 
their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any 
of their transgressions; but  I will deliver them from all 
their dwelling places in which they have sinned, and will 
cleanse them. Then they shall be My people, and I will be 
their God. ‘David My servant  shall be  king over them, 
and  they shall all have one shepherd;  they shall also 
walk in My judgments and observe My statutes, and do 
them. Then they shall dwell in the land that I have given 
to Jacob My servant, where your fathers dwelt; and they 
shall dwell there, they, their children, and their children’s 
children,  forever; and  My servant David  shall be  their 
prince forever. Moreover I will make a covenant of peace 
with them, and it shall be an everlasting covenant with 
them; I will establish them and multiply them, and I will 
set My  sanctuary in their midst forevermore.  My 
tabernacle also shall be with them; indeed I will be  their 
God, and they shall be My people. The nations also will 
know that I, the Lord, sanctify Israel, when My sanctuary 
is in their midst forevermore.’ Ezekiel 37:21-28
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No king from the lineage of David has ruled from Jerusalem 
since the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple in 
586 BC. The prophecy was about Jesus Christ, the Son of 
David, ruling His people from a new Temple in the city of 
Jerusalem. Jesus, the Seed of the woman, will destroy the 
seed of the serpent.
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Ezekiel and Daniel Revival Lessons

As far as we know, Ezekiel and Daniel died in captivity. They 
faithfully executed their calling to prophesy to God’s people in 
Babylon. Their prophecies during some of the darkest days of 
God’s people included hope for personal and national revival 
that would bring great glory to God on earth. God would bring 
His people back from spiritual death to experience life again.

The names of each of the prophets help tell the story of what 
God is going to do for Israel in the future. Daniel’s name 
means “God is my judge.” Ezekiel’s name means 
“strengthened by God.” God judges His people, then 
strengthens them with His promises of future glory and peace 
with Jesus Christ ruling from a new Temple in Jerusalem.
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God will not tolerate sin by His people. As we read in 1 Peter 
4:17 – “For the time has come  for judgment to begin at the 
house of God; and if  it begins with us first, what will be  the 
end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?” 
Fortunately, we have a Savior, Jesus Christ the Lord. We are 
saved from God’s judgment and wrath because of what Jesus 
accomplished on the Cross. However, that doesn’t mean we 
can live in sin. As the Apostle Paul wrote –

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that 
grace may abound?  Certainly not! How shall we 
who died to sin live any longer in it? … Therefore do not 
let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it 
i n i t s l u s t s .  A n d d o n o t p r e s e n t 
your members as  instruments of unrighteousness to sin, 
but  present yourselves to God as being alive from the 
dead, and your members  as  ins t ruments o f 
righteousness to God.  For  sin shall not have dominion 
over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 
Romans 6:1-2, 12-14
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Christians today are not Israel or Judah, but we can learn 
many important lessons about how God revives His people 
from the Old Testament.
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Next eBook

We know that Daniel lived long enough to see the day when 
King Cyrus of Persia allowed Jews to return to their homeland 
after 70 years in captivity. We’ll see what we can learn about 
revival as God brought His people home again in the next part 
of our series, Revival – To Live Again.
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