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Chapter Seven

Biblical Revivals and Awakenings

So far in our series we’ve looked at seventeen examples of 
revival in the Bible:

1. Seth

2. Noah

3. Job

4. Abram

5. Joseph

6. Moses

7. Joshua

8. Judges

9. Naomi

10.Ruth
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11. Hannah

12.Samuel

13.David

14.Solomon

15.Jehu

16.Elijah

17.Elisha

We move next to an example of one of God’s prophets who 
ran from a revival.
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Jonah

Most Christians and Jews have heard the story of Jonah and 
the big fish who swallowed him, but how does his story fit into 
our series about revival? And how does his story fit into God’s 
Eternal plan to bring the Seed of the woman into the world to 
destroy the seed of the serpent?

Jonah is mentioned briefly in 2 Kings 14 –

In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash, king of 
Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, 
became king in Samaria,  and reigned  forty-one 
years. And he did evil in the sight of the Lord; he did not 
depart from all the  sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who had made Israel sin.  He  restored the  territory of 
Israel  from the entrance of Hamath to  the Sea of the 
Arabah, according to the word of the Lord God of Israel, 
which He had spoken through His servant Jonah the son 
of Amittai, the prophet who  was  from  Gath Hepher. 2 
Kings 14:23-25
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The names of the kings of Judah and Israel give us some idea 
of when Jonah prophesied. His prophecy concerning the 
restoration of “the territory of Israel” most likely came during 
the latter part of the 9th century BC. Jonah was from Gath 
Hepher, which was part of the Northern Kingdom of Israel at 
the time (near Nazareth). If all we knew about Jonah was that 
he prophesied one thing concerning Israel’s territory, he would 
be a footnote in ancient Hebrew history. The reason Jonah is 
so well-known is because of another prophecy. We go to the 
Book of Jonah to learn more.

Now the word of the  Lord  came to  Jonah the son of 
Amittai, saying, ‘Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 
cry out against it; for  their wickedness has come up 
before Me.’ But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the 
presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa, and found 
a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went 
down into it, to go with them to  Tarshish  from the 
presence of the Lord. Jonah 1:1-3
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Why would Jonah do that? God had spoken through Jonah 
before (to Israel) and Jonah seemed fine with speaking the 
Word of the Lord. So, why would Jonah run from prophesying 
there?

Keep in mind that Jonah was a Hebrew prophet and Nineveh 
was one of the great cities of a powerful Gentile empire – an 
empire that would have been a threat to both Israel and 
Judah.

We first find Nineveh mentioned in Genesis 10 as one of the 
cities that Nimrod built. Nimrod was a great-grandson of Noah 
through the lineage of Ham and Cush. Nimrod built Babel 
(Babylon), Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 
He then went to Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, 
Calah, and Resen (between Nineveh and Calah). Nineveh 
was a powerful city-state during the 2nd millennium and 
increased in power during the 1st millennium. Jonah would 
have been well aware of Nineveh.
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Jonah’s running from God didn’t work out well for Jonah. 
Jonah got on a boat going in the opposite direction from 
where God told him to go, but God sent a great storm that 
almost destroyed the ship. Jonah told the sailers to throw him 
into the sea in order to save their lives.

Now the  Lord  had prepared a great fish to swallow 
Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days 
and three nights. Jonah 1:17

Jonah prayed to God and God caused the great fish to vomit 
Jonah onto dry ground (Jonah 2). God spoke to Jonah a 
second time –

Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the 
message that I tell you.’ So Jonah arose and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh 
was an exceedingly great city,  a three-day journey  in 
extent. And Jonah began to enter the city on the first 
day’s walk. Then he cried out and said, ‘Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown! Jonah 3:2-4
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This must have been an interesting sight. Here’s a Hebrew 
prophet from Israel preaching in the great Gentile city of 
Nineveh, Assyria. You might think that the people of Nineveh 
would have laughed at Jonah or just ignored him, but that’s 
not what happened.

So the  people of Nineveh believed God, proclaimed a 
fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least 
of them. Then word came to the king of Nineveh; and he 
arose from his throne and laid aside his robe, 
covered himself with sackcloth and sat in ashes. And he 
caused  it  to be proclaimed and published throughout 
Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, 
Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything; 
do not let them eat, or drink water. But let man and beast 
be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily to God; 
yes,  let every one turn from his evil way and from  the 
violence that is in his hands. Who can tell if God will turn 
and relent, and turn away from His fierce anger, so that 
we may not perish? Then God saw their works, that they 
turned from their evil way; and God relented from the 



Revival - To Live Again  of 10 104

disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and 
He did not do it. Jonah 3:5-10

Given the time frame of when Jonah preached in Assyria 
(early 8th century BC), the king of Nineveh at the time may 
have been Shalmaneser IV, Ashur-dan III, or Ashur-nirari V. 
The Bible doesn’t mention his name and ancient Assyrian 
history doesn’t have a lot of information about them. What we 
do know is that the king and people of Nineveh believed the 
Word of God spoken by the prophet Jonah.

Can you imagine preaching in a large city and seeing the 
leaders and citizens obey God? That must have thrilled Jonah 
– right? Not so much. In fact, Jonah became angry. Why?

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became 
angry. So he prayed to the Lord, and said, ‘Ah, Lord, was 
not this what I said when I was still in my country? 
Therefore I  fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that 
You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and 
abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing 
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harm. Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from 
me, for it is better for me to die than to live!” Jonah 4:1-3

Jonah the prophet was angry because he knew what God 
would do. How did Jonah know that? Because he knew God. 
Jonah the Hebrew did not want God to save the Gentile 
people of Nineveh. Jonah knew that God is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, “One 
who relents from doing harm.” How did God respond to 
Jonah?

And should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are 
more than one hundred and twenty thousand 
persons who cannot discern between their right hand and 
their left—and much livestock? Jonah 4:10-11

That’s God’s heart. He loves people – all people – Jew and 
Gentile. We need to have that same kind of love for people 
everywhere. It shouldn’t matter where they were born, where 
they live, what they believe, or their status in this life. God 
wants to save people – He wants to revive them, give them 
new life.



Revival - To Live Again  of 12 104

Takeaways

The first takeaway comes from the fact that Assyria 
conquered Israel later in the 8th century BC. The same nation 
that experienced great revival under the preaching of Jonah 
and the mercy of the Lord, attacked Israel and took almost all 
of God’s people in the Northern Kingdom captive. What 
happened? Is that any way for Assyria to show gratitude for 
what God had done for them? God saw their works, that they 
turned from their evil way, and relented from the disaster He 
had planned to bring upon them. God did not destroy 
Nineveh, so why would another Assyrian king lead his army 
against Israel?

God often uses other countries do carry out His will for His 
people. God warns His people through His prophets. God 
gave the leaders and people of the Northern Kingdom two 
centuries to repent of their wickedness against Him, but they 
would not listen to His prophets. They would not obey God, so 
the Lord brought about the end of the Northern Kingdom 
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through a nation He had once “revived.” We’ll learn more 
about those events in the next part of our series.

The second takeaway comes from how Jesus Christ used the 
events in Jonah’s life to respond to the scribes and Pharisees 
who asked Him for “a sign.”

But He answered and said to them,  ‘An evil 
and  adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no 
sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet 
Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in 
the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men 
of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it, because they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than 
Jonah is here. Matthew 12:39-41
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Jesus used Jonah’s three days and nights in the belly of the 
great fish to point to His resurrection from death. Jesus 
pointed to how the people of Nineveh repented at the 
preaching of Jonah, but how the Pharisees were not repenting 
even though “a greater than Jonah is here.”

Revival is always about obeying God. Jesus Christ is God. 
Obeying our Lord Jesus leads to revival.
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Chapter Eight

We move next to two men who prophesied to Israel during its 
last days before the Assyrians brought the Northern Kingdom 
to an end. What can we learn about revival from them?

Amos’ Revival Lessons

We learn about the prophet Amos from an Old Testament 
writing named after him. Amos prophesied during the early to 
middle parts of the 8th century BC. Even though he was a 
“sheepbreeder of Tekoa in Judah and not a prophet by 
profession or lineage, Amos prophesied against Israel (along 
with other nations).

I  was  no prophet, Nor  was  I  a son of a prophet, But 
I was  a  sheepbreeder And a tender of sycamore fruit. 
Then the  Lord  took me  as I followed the flock, And 
the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to My people Israel.’ 
Amos 7:14-15
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Amos prophecies came during the time of King Jeroboam of 
Israel (son of Joash), and King Uzziah of Judah. Amos 1:1 
says he prophesied “two years before the earthquake.”

Traces of a major earthquake have been found at ancient 
Hazor, which have been dated to 765-760 B.C., a time 
that would fit Amos. Holman Bible Dictionary, p 61

Amos’ prophecy begins with these words:

The  Lord  roars from Zion, And utters His voice from 
Jerusalem; The pastures of the shepherds mourn, And 
the top of Carmel withers. Amos 1:2

I believe God wanted to make an important point to Israel and 
other nations. The Lord roared from Zion. He uttered His 
voice from Jerusalem, which was located in the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah. However, the pastures of the shepherds 
that mourn, and the top of Carmel that withers are located in 
the Northern Kingdom of Israel. God, through His prophet 
Amos, was roaring against Israel from Judah. The leaders of 
the Northern Kingdom would certainly have understood that 
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message. God’s message came from Judah, the Southern 
Kingdom that continued the lineage of the “house” of David.

That’s important to notice for many reasons; one of them 
being revival. Revival begins when God’s people respond to 
His Word. When the people don’t listen, the Lord sometimes 
“roars.” The objects of His warnings can often cause 
mourning. They can even cause withering. God may “roar” 
because of the wickedness of His people. Even as the Apostle 
Peter wrote:

For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house 
of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end 
of those who do not obey the gospel of God? Now ‘If the 
righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly 
and the sinner appear? 1 Peter 4:17-18
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Revival in the Bible was often different than what we think of 
with modern revivals where people want to feel good about 
themselves and what they’re doing by being at the revival. 
They often want to sing and laugh, but that time of rejoicing 
usually follows a time of God’s judging. If God’s people 
respond positively to what God says, repent and turn from 
their sin, that is often followed by rejoicing and good feelings.

As we continue reading in Amos, the prophet spoke about 
God’s coming judgment against several nearby nations (Amos 
1:3 – 2:3).

• Syria

• Gaza

• Tyre

• Edom

• Ammon

• Moab
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Next, Amos took aim at Judah about God’s future judgment 
on them. Notice what made God angry about Judah:

For three transgressions of Judah, and for four, I will not 
turn away its punishment, Because they have despised 
the law of the  Lord, And have not kept His 
commandments. Their lies lead them astray, Lies which 
their fathers followed. But I will send a fire upon Judah, 
And it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem. Amos 2:4-5

Then Amos prophesied against Israel. You can read the 
specifics of that prophecy beginning in Amos 2:6. The people 
of the Northern Kingdom did not think they needed a revival 
from God. They felt safe from their enemies and were 
enjoying what they thought was economic stability. Here’s 
some background to understand Amos’ prophecy against 
Israel. These events happened several years before God 
called Amos to prophecy against Israel.
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Background to Prophecy

2 Chronicles 25 tells us that King Amaziah of Judah decided 
to attack King Joash of Israel. That came after the army of 
Judah slaughtered the Edomites in battle. However, Amaziah 
brought the gods of the people of Seir back to Jerusalem and 
bowed down to them. That angered God, so he sent a 
prophet (not identified) to Amaziah to prophecy – “Why have 
you sought  the gods of the people, which  could not rescue 
their own people from your hand?” Amaziah told the prophet 
to cease speaking. The prophet said, “I know that God 
has determined to destroy you, because you have done this 
and have not heeded my advice.”

King Amaziah of Judah decided to challenge King Jehoahaz 
of Israel to a battle. However, things did not go well for Judah:

So Joash king of Israel went out; and he and Amaziah 
king of Judah faced one another at  Beth Shemesh, 
which  belongs  to Judah.  And Judah was defeated by 
Israel, and every man fled to his tent.  Then Joash the 
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king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of 
Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, at Beth Shemesh; and he 
brought him to Jerusalem, and broke down the wall of 
Jerusalem from the Gate of Ephraim to the Corner Gate
—four hundred cubits. And he took all the gold and silver, 
all the articles that were found in the house of God 
with Obed-Edom, the treasures of the king’s house, and 
hostages, and returned to Samaria. 2 Chronicles 
25:21-24

Amos prophesied during the time of Israel’s kings Jeroboam II 
and Zechariah. Jeroboam II was the son of King Jehoash and 
ruled for 41 years. Jeroboam II was just like his namesake – 
“And he did evil in the sight of the Lord; he did not depart from 
all the  sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made 
Israel sin” (2 Kings 2:24). King Zechariah reigned over Israel 
in Samaria for only six months.

And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, as his fathers had 
done; he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. Then Shallum 
the son of Jabesh conspired against him, and struck and 
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killed him in front of the people; and he reigned in his 
place. 2 Kings 15:9-10

You might remember from our last study that Jonah also 
prophesied during the early reign of Jeroboam II. Jonah’s 
prophecy concerned the restoration of some of Israel’s 
territory. Even though Jeroboam II was an evil king, God 
showed His love for His people by saving them, “by the hand 
of Jeroboam the son of Joash” (2 Kings 2:27).

What we see here is a time where the people of the Northern 
Kingdom were feeling better about their lives. Would they 
thank God for that? Would they obey God’s Law? Not a 
chance. That’s where Amos’ prophecies come in strong. 
That’s where we see God roaring from Jerusalem.

Surely the Lord God does nothing, Unless He reveals His 
secret to His servants the prophets. A lion has roared! 
Who will not fear? The Lord God has spoken! Who can 
but prophesy? Proclaim in the palaces at Ashdod, And in 
the palaces in the land of Egypt, and say: ‘Assemble on 
the mountains of Samaria; See great tumults in her 
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midst, And the  oppressed within her. For they  do not 
know to do right,’ Says the Lord, ‘Who store up violence 
and  robbery in their palaces.’ Therefore thus says the 
Lord God: ‘An adversary shall be all around the land; He 
shall sap your strength from you, And your palaces shall 
be plundered. Amos 3:7-11

Amos rehearsed how God had judged Israel in the past and 
what He was going to do to them in the future.

Yet you have not returned to Me,’ Says the  Lord. 
Therefore thus will I do to you, O Israel; Because I will do 
this to you, Prepare to meet your God, O Israel!’ Amos 
4:11-12

Imagine hearing those words from a prophet of God! “Prepare 
to meet your God!” That puts chills up my spine. The people 
of Israel and their leaders should have immediately 
responded, as did the people of Nineveh, by repenting of their 
sins and begging God for His mercy. However, Israel didn’t 
repent of their sins against God. They trusted what they saw 
with their eyes and didn’t listen to the words of Amos.
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It’s interesting that even as God warned Israel about His 
judgment and their destruction, that He continued to call His 
people to revival. Here’s what God said in Amos 5:

• Seek Me and live

• Seek the Lord and live

• Seek good and not evil, That you may live

God was calling His people to revival, but they would not 
come. The result?

I will send you into captivity  beyond Damascus,’ Says 
the Lord, whose name is the God of hosts. Amos 5:27

The people of Israel were still religious. They worshipped 
many gods. They even gave the true God a little bit of their 
worship time, but that was not enough for God. God is a 
jealous God. He wanted all of their worship and made that 
clear through Amos:
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I hate, I despise your feast days, And I do not savor your 
sacred assemblies. Though you offer Me burnt offerings 
and your grain offerings, I will not accept them, Nor will I 
regard your fattened peace offerings. Take away from Me 
the noise of your songs, For I will not hear the melody of 
your stringed instruments. But let justice run down like 
water, And righteousness like a mighty stream. Amos 
5:21-24

In addition to worshipping false gods, the people of Israel 
were self-indulgent even as they exploited the poor. They 
were corrupt and wicked, even as they thought of themselves 
as good, religious people. Sound familiar?

Amos detailed the terrible destruction of the Northern 
Kingdom and the captivity of its people in chapters 6 – 9. 
However, the prophecy ended on a hopeful note. God is going 
to revive His people in the future.
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Behold,  the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘When the 
plowman shall overtake the reaper, And the treader of 
grapes him who sows seed; The mountains shall drip 
with sweet wine, And all the hills shall flow with it. I will 
bring back the captives of My people Israel; They shall 
build the waste cities and inhabit  them; They shall plant 
vineyards and drink wine from them; They shall also 
make gardens and eat fruit from them. I will plant them in 
their land, And no longer shall they be pulled up From the 
land I have given them,’ Says the Lord your God. Amos 
9:13-15

Why will God revive Israel? Because of the Seed of the 
woman who will destroy the seed of the serpent. It all goes 
back to Jesus Christ of Nazareth who died to save His people 
from their sins.
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Hosea’s Revival Lessons

Hosea lived in the Northern Kingdom toward the end of 
Jeroboam II’s reign. Hosea’s name in Hebrew (ַהֹוׁשֵע) means 
“salvation.” We don’t know if Hosea knew Amos, but he 
prophesied to Israel toward the latter part of Amos’ prophetic 
ministry. Hosea 1:1 says that – “The word of the  Lord  that 
came to Hosea the son o f Beer i , i n the days 
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and 
in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.” That 
would mean Hosea prophesied during the end of the Northern 
Kingdom. Israel’s last kings were Zechariah, Shallum, 
Menahem, Pekah, and Hoshea.

Keep in mind that Amos was from Judah and Hosea was from 
Israel. Amos prophesied about God’s lion roar from Judah. 
Hosea prophesied about God’s broken heart in Israel. Both 
prophets and their prophecies tell a powerful story of God’s 
love, mercy, justice, and righteousness. As we read in Amos 
5:24- “But let justice run down like water, And righteousness 
like a mighty stream.”
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God prophesied through Hosea’s marriage as well as his 
messages. God told Hosea to marry a harlot (prostitute) and 
have children with her – “For  the land has committed 
great harlotry By departing  from the Lord” (Hosea 1:2). The 
harlot’s name was Gomer. It comes from a Hebrew word (ּגָמַר) 
that means “come to an end.” She bore three children to 
Hosea. God told Hosea what to name them. It was part of 
God’s message to Israel:

Then the Lord said to him: Call his name Jezreel, For in a 
little while I will avenge the bloodshed of Jezreel on the 
house of Jehu, And bring an end to the kingdom of the 
house of Israel. It shall come to pass in that day That I 
will break the bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel.’ And 
she conce ived aga in and bore a daugh te r. 
Then God said to him: ‘Call her name Lo-Ruhamah, For I 
will no longer have mercy on the house of Israel, But I 
will utterly take them away. Yet I will have mercy on the 
house of Judah, Will save them by the Lord  their God, 
And will not save them by bow, Nor by sword or battle, 
By horses or horsemen.’ Now when she had weaned Lo-
R u h a m a h , s h e c o n c e i v e d a n d b o r e a 
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son.  Then  God  said: ‘Call his name  Lo-Ammi, For 
you are not My people, And I will not be your God. Hosea 
1:4-9

The name Jezreel (יִזְְרעֵאל) means “God sows.” The name Lo-

Ruhamah (ֹלא ֻרחָמָה) means “without compassion.” The name 

Lo-Ammi (ֹלא עַּמִי) means “not my people.” Even though Israel 
was faithful, God is faithful. Even though Israel was sinful, 
God is merciful.

Though God appealed to Israel through both Amos and 
Hosea, the people would not turn from their wicked ways. 
God’s judgment on them would be harsh:

Woe to them, for they have fled from Me! Destruction to 
them, Because they have transgressed against Me! 
Though  I redeemed them, Yet they have spoken lies 
against Me. They did not cry out to Me with their heart 
When they wailed upon their beds. Hosea 7:13-14
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Though God was prophesying the end of the people of Israel 
(the Northern Kingdom), He also gave the people hope for a 
future time of great revival.

Yet  the number of the children of Israel Shall be as the 
sand of the sea, Which cannot be measured or 
numbered. And it shall come to pass In the place where it 
was said to them, ‘You are not My people,’ There it shall 
be said to them, ‘You are sons of the living God.’ Then 
the children of Judah and the children of Israel Shall be 
gathered together, And appoint for themselves one head; 
And they shall come up out of the land, For great will 
be the day of Jezreel! Hosea 1:10-11

The reason for this revival? Jesus Christ of Nazareth died for 
the sins of His people. He will save Israel at a future time and 
in a way that will bring great glory to Him and great revival to 
His people.
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Historical Note

The last king of Israel (Northern Kingdom) was named 
Hoshea (ַהֹוׁשֵע). It was during the ninth year of Hoshea’s rule 
that the king of Assyria took Samaria and carried Israel away 
to Assyria. As of 722 BC, the Northern Kingdom of Israel was 
no more. In its place, the king of Assyria (believed to be 
Sargon II) “brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Ava, 
Hamath, and Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of 
Samaria instead of the children of Israel; and they took 
possession of Samaria and dwelt in its cities” (2 Kings 17:24).

God warned the Northern Kingdom for 200 years through His 
prophets, but the people and their leaders would not listen to 
His warnings. Revival will return to Israel some day in the 
future because of Messiah Jesus.
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Revival Lessons for Today

God is faithful and just. He wants His children to be faithful 
and just. God also wants His people to be obedient. We 
should do what God says, when He says it. We should pay 
attention to what pleases God rather than what pleases us. 
We should love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and 
strength. We should love our neighbors as ourselves. So 
many lessons.
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Chapter Nine

Isaiah’s Revival Lessons

Isaiah prophesied to Judah (Southern Kingdom) during the 
rule of four kings over a period of several decades from the 
middle of the 8th century BC to the early part of the 7th 
century BC.

The  vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. Isaiah 1:1

Isaiah may have also been alive with Manasseh began to 
rule. Ancient tradition about Isaiah’s death is that King 
Manasseh had him killed by sawing him in half. Though the 
Bible doesn’t tell us how Isaiah died, Hebrews 11:37 does 
mention that one or more Old Testament figures were “sawn 
in two.”
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Isaiah also prophesied during the final years of Israel and 
mentions the demise of the Northern Kingdom many times in 
his lengthy writing (Book of Isaiah).

Isaiah is also well-known for his prophecies concerning the 
Messiah who would save Israel. A large portion of the Book of 
Isaiah addresses the coming of the Christ – “the Branch of 
the Lord.”
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The Kings

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting 
on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of 
His robe filled the temple. 

King Uzziah ruled Judah for 52 years. The name Uzziah 
means “my strength is Yah.” According to 2 Chronicles 26, 
Uzziah became king when he was 16 years old. His reign of 
52 years would have made him about 68 when he died. His 
reign is thought to have been from 792 – 740 BC.

King Uzziah “did what was right in the sight of the Lord” during 
the early years of his rule. Judah prospered under Uzziah 
(also known as Azariah). King Uzziah had a large army of 
fighting men (307,500 soldiers) who went to war by 
companies led by 2,600 chief officers. The army was well-
equipped with shields, spears, helmets, body armor, bows, 
and slings to cast stones. Skillful men made devices that 
would be on the towers and corners to shoot arrows and large 
stones. God helped Uzziah militarily against the Philistines, 
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the Arabians who lived in Gur Baal, and the Meunites. Even 
the Ammonites brought tribute to Uzziah. The king built towers 
in Jerusalem at the Corner Gate, the Valley Gate, and at the 
corner buttress of the wall. King Uzziah built towers in the 
desert, dug many wells, had a lot of livestock, and had 
farmers and vinedressers in the mountains (2 Chronicles 26).

We know that King Uzziah was faithful to God for many years. 
The Bible says Uzziah “sought God in the days of Zechariah.” 
Zechariah was the king of Israel for only six months, so that 
narrows the window to about 753 BC. God made Uzziah 
prosper, “as long as he sought the Lord.” However, that didn’t 
last much longer.

Uzziah’s fame spread far and wide and he became proud. 
Pride, as we know from the writings of Uzziah’s ancestor King 
Solomon, comes before a fall. Uzziah’s fall from favor with 
God was stunning.
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But  when he was strong his heart was  lifted up, 
to  his  destruction, for he transgressed against 
the Lord his God by entering the temple of the Lord  to 
burn incense on the altar of incense.  So  Azariah the 
priest went in after him, and with him were eighty priests 
of the  Lord—valiant men.  And they withstood King 
Uzziah, and said to him, ‘It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn 
incense to the Lord, but for the priests, the sons of Aaron, 
who are consecrated to burn incense. Get out of the 
sanctuary, for you have trespassed! You  shall have  no 
honor from the Lord God. Then Uzziah became furious; 
and he had a censer in his hand to burn incense. And 
while he was angry with the priests, leprosy broke out on 
his forehead, before the priests in the house of the Lord, 
beside the incense altar. And Azariah the chief priest and 
all the priests looked at him, and there, on his forehead, 
he  was  leprous; so they thrust him out of that place. 
Indeed he also hurried to get out, because the Lord had 
struck him. King Uzziah was a leper until the day of his 
death. 2 Chronicles 26:16-21
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Becoming a leper was a serious problem for any Jew (see 
Leviticus 13 & 14). King Uzziah had to live the rest of his life 
in an isolated house, and was “cut off from the house of the 
Lord.” 2 Kings 15 adds that King Uzziah’s son Jotham “was 
over the royal house, judging the people of the land” during 
the time of Uzziah’s isolation as a leper. Co-regencies were 
not uncommon in ancient times, and the fact that Uzziah had 
to be in isolation for the rest of his life necessitated Jotham’s 
reigning from the king’s house in Jerusalem. Jotham probably 
began his co-regency about 748 BC and his solo regency 
about 740 BC. 2 Kings 15 says Jotham ruled a total of 16 
years in Jerusalem.

The end of Uzziah’s life was sad. The Bible says he was 
buried in a “field of burial which belonged to the kings,” 
because he was a leper. Other kings of Judah had been 
buried in the royal tombs in Jerusalem, but Uzziah was buried 
in a field.
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One other thing King Uzziah (Amaziah) did not do during his 
rule was remove “the high places” in Judah. The people still 
sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. That is 
another revival key. It’s not good enough to do what we think 
is good enough. Total obedience to God’s Word is what is 
required and destroying the “high places” where the worship 
of false gods took place was one of God’s requirements (e.g. 
Numbers 33:51-53; Deuteronomy 12:1-3). That’s one of the 
reasons we read so often in the Old Testament that Israel and 
Judah did not remove (take away, destroy) the high places. It 
explains why God was so angry with His people.

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. ‘You shall have no 
other gods before Me. ‘You shall not make for yourself a 
carved image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that  is  in the earth beneath, or that  is  in the 
water under the earth. Exodus 20:2-4
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The people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high 
places. They were breaking God’s Law and the king didn’t 
stop them. Powerful, long-lasting revival cannot come until 
God’s people and their leaders remove “the high places” in 
their lives that come between them and true worship of God.

Uzziah died about 740 BC, and Jotham became the sole ruler 
of Judah for another eight years. God called Isaiah to 
prophecy the year Uzziah died. I mention that because Isaiah 
would have been a witness to both Uzziah’s greatness and 
his personal and professional fall. He would have also 
witnessed Jotham’s rule as a co-regent with his father.

Jotham began his co-regency in the second year of King 
Pekah of Israel. Jotham was 25 years old and reigned a total 
of sixteen years. According to 2 Kings 15, King Jotham did 
what was right in the sight of the Lord, but still didn’t remove 
the high places. During his reign, Jotham built the Upper Gate 
of the house of the Lord. We learn from 2 Chronicles 27 that 
King Jotham built extensively on the wall of Ophel, built cities 
in the mountains of Judah, and fortresses and towers in the 
forests. Jotham defeated the king of the Ammonites and 
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received tribute from them. “So Jotham became mighty, 
because he prepared his ways before the Lord his God” (2 
Chronicles 27:6).

King Jotham died in his early 40s (25 years old + 16-year 
reign). The Bible does not say that Jotham died in battle or 
that he was assassinated, so his death was probably from 
natural causes. Jotham’s son Ahaz became king after he died. 
We’ll learn more about Ahaz as we look at Isaiah’s 
prophecies.
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The Prophet

Isaiah wrote in what we know as the 6th chapter of his Book 
that in the year King Uzziah died he saw the Lord sitting on 
His throne. Isaiah said the train of His robe filled the Heavenly 
temple. Isaiah saw special angels called seraphim and heard 
them cry out to each other, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!” The posts of the 
door were shaken by the voice of the angels, “and the house 
was filled with smoke.”

Isaiah’s reaction was certainly understandable:

So I said: ‘Woe  is me, for I am undone! Because I am a 
man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, 
The Lord of hosts. Isaiah 6:5



Revival - To Live Again  of 45 104

One of the seraphim had a live coal that he took with tongs 
from the altar. He flew to Isaiah and touched his mouth with it, 
and said, “Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity is 
taken away, And your sin purged.” Isaiah then heard the voice 
of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, And who will go 
for Us?” Isaiah’s response was, “Here am I! Send me.” Isaiah 
became a prophet on that day.

God told Isaiah to go to the people and tell them, “Keep on 
hearing, but do not understand; Keep on seeing, but do not 
perceive.” That’s what the people of Judah had been doing for 
many years. Isaiah asked God how long He wanted him to 
say that to the people. God’s response?

Until the cities are laid waste and without inhabitant, The 
houses are without a man, The land is utterly desolate, 
The Lord has removed men far away, And the forsaken 
places  are  many in the midst of the land. But yet a 
tenth will be  in it, And will return and be for consuming, 
A s a t e r e b i n t h t r e e o r a s a n o a k , W h o s e 
stump  remains  when it is cut down. So  the holy 
seed shall be its stump. Isaiah 6:11-13
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While Jotham was a good king of Judah, his son Ahaz was a 
bad king. Isaiah doesn’t mention any specific prophecies to 
Jotham, but he does speak about Ahaz. Isaiah also 
prophesied to Ahaz’s son, Hezekiah, who was a good king.
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The Prophecies

The prophecies we read in Isaiah 1 – 4 show how angry God 
was with His people. Here are some examples:

Alas, sinful nation, A people  laden with iniquity, A brood 
of evildoers, Children who are corrupters! They have 
forsaken the  Lord, They have provoked to anger The 
Holy One of Israel, They have turned away backward. 
Isaiah 1:4

Hear the word of the Lord, You rulers of Sodom; Give ear 
to the law of our God, You people of Gomorrah: ‘To what 
purpose  is  the multitude of your sacrifices to Me?’ Says 
the Lord. ‘I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams 
And the fat of fed cattle. I do not delight in the blood of 
bulls, Or of lambs or goats. Isaiah 1:10-11
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For  Jerusalem stumbled, And Judah is fallen, Because 
their tongue and their doings Are  against the  Lord, To 
provoke the eyes of His glory. The look on their 
countenance witnesses against them, And they declare 
their sin as Sodom; They do not hide it. Woe to their soul! 
For they have brought evil upon themselves. Isaiah 3:8-9

The  Lord  stands up  to  plead, And stands to judge the 
people. The Lord will enter into judgment With the elders 
of His people And His princes: ‘For you have  eaten 
up  the vineyard; The plunder of the poor  is  in your 
houses. What do you mean by crushing My people And 
grinding the faces of the poor?’ Says the Lord God  of 
hosts. Isaiah 3:13-15

Woe to those who rise early in the morning, That  they 
may  follow intoxicating drink; Who continue until 
night,  till wine inflames them! The harp and the strings, 
The tambourine and flute, And wine are in their feasts; 
But they do not regard the work of the Lord, Nor consider 
the operation of His hands. Isaiah 5:11-12
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Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter 
for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe to  those who 
are  wise in their own eyes, And prudent in their own 
sight! Woe to men mighty at drinking wine, Woe to men 
valiant for mixing intoxicating drink, Who  justify the 
wicked for a bribe, And take away justice from the 
righteous man! Isaiah 5:20-23

Therefore, as the fire devours the stubble, And the flame 
consumes the chaff, So  their root will be as rottenness, 
And their blossom will ascend like dust; Because they 
have rejected the law of the Lord of hosts, And despised 
the word of the Holy One of Israel. Therefore the anger of 
the Lord is aroused against His people; He has stretched 
out His hand against them And stricken them, And  the 
hills trembled. Their carcasses  were  as refuse in the 
midst of the streets. For all this His anger is not turned 
away, But His hand is stretched out still. Isaiah 5:24-25
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Notice the last line – “But His hand is stretched out still.” God 
loves His people and wants to revive them – give them life 
again. God includes the promise of future revival if His people 
will return to Him and do what is right in His eyes. Here are a 
couple of examples from the same chapters of Isaiah:

Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Put away the 
evil of your doings from before My eyes. Cease to do 
evil, Learn to do good; Seek justice, Rebuke  the 
oppressor; Defend the fatherless, Plead for the widow. 
Come now, and let us  reason together,” Says the Lord, 
‘Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white 
as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be 
as wool. If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the 
good of the land; But if you refuse and rebel, You shall be 
devoured by the sword’; For the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken. Isaiah 1:16-20
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And it shall come to pass that he who is  left in Zion and 
remains in Jerusalem will be called holy—everyone who 
is  recorded among the living in Jerusalem.  When  the 
Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, 
and purged the blood of Jerusalem from her midst, by the 
spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning,  then 
the Lord will create above every dwelling place of Mount 
Zion, and above her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by 
day and the shining of a flaming fire by night. For over all 
the glory there will be  a  covering.  And there will be a 
tabernacle for shade in the daytime from the heat,  for a 
place of refuge, and for a shelter from storm and rain. 
Isaiah 4:3-6
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Evangelists and revivalists have quoted from these two 
sections of Isaiah for many years. That’s because they speak 
so clearly to the need for revival and how God revives His 
people:

• Wash yourselves

• make yourselves clean

• Put away the evil of your doings from before My eyes

• Cease to do evil

• Learn to do good

• Seek justice

• Rebuke the oppressor

• Defend the fatherless

• Plead for the widow

• Come now, and let us reason together
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Chapter Ten

Isaiah and King Ahaz

Ahaz, also known as Jehoahaz, became king of Judah about 
735 BC. He may have been a co-regent with his father 
Jotham prior to his father’s death a few years later. It might be 
that King Jotham was ill and needed Ahaz’s assistance to 
rule. The Bible doesn’t specify how Jotham died, but he was 
only in his early 40s when he passed away.

Ahaz was not a good king. In fact, he was one of Judah’s 
most evil kings. Here is some evidence for that claim from the 
history of Judah.
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Historical Background

In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, 
Ahaz the son of Jotham, king of Judah, began to 
reign. Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, 
and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and he did 
not do what was right in the sight of the Lord his God, as 
his father David had done. But he walked in the way of 
the kings of Israel; indeed he made his son pass through 
the fire, according to the  abominations of the nations 
whom the Lord had cast out from before the children of 
Israel. And he sacrificed and burned incense on the high 
places, on the hills, and under every green tree. 2 Kings 
2:1-4

We also read in 2 Chronicles 28 that King Ahaz made molded 
images for the Baals, burned incense in the Valley of the Son 
of Hinnom, and burned his children in the fire.
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Pekah was king of Israel from about 752 – 732 BC. His 17th 
year would have been about 735 BC. That matches with Ahaz 
co-reigning with his father in Judah. Pekah was the second to 
last king of Israel prior to Assyria’s victory. Hosea prophesied 
during his reign, which we covered in a recent study.

Ahaz was 20-years-old when he began reigning with his 
father, so he would have been about 23 or 24 when his father 
died. Ahaz reigned for a total of 16 years in Jerusalem. Isaiah 
and Micah prophesied during his reign. We’ll look at Micah’s 
prophecies soon.

King Pekah of Israel and King Rezin of Syria went together to 
Jerusalem to make war with Judah. 2 Chronicles 28 says that 
God delivered Ahaz into the hands of the kings of Syria and 
Israel. King Rezin carried away “a great multitude of them as 
captives, and brought them to Damascus.” King Pekah of 
Israel “killed one hundred and twenty thousand in Judah in 
one day, all valiant men, because they had forsaken the Lod 
God of their fathers.” Israel took “captive of their brethren two 
hundred thousand women, sons, and daughters; and they 
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also took away much spoil from them, and brought the spoil to 
Samaria.”

However, a prophet by the name of Oded went to Samaria 
and said this to the leaders of Israel:

Look, because the Lord God of your fathers was angry 
with Judah, He has delivered them into your hand; but 
you have killed them in a rage  that  reaches up to 
heaven. And now you propose to force the children of 
Judah and Jerusalem to be your  male and female 
slaves; but are you not also guilty before the Lord your 
God? Now hear me, therefore, and return the captives, 
whom you have taken captive from your brethren, for the 
fierce wrath of the Lord  is upon you.’ Then some of the 
heads of the children of Ephraim, Azariah the son of 
Johanan, Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah 
the son of Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood 
up against those who came from the war,  and said to 
them, ‘You shall not bring the captives here, for 
we already have offended the Lord. You intend to add to 
our sins and to our guilt; for our guilt is great, and  there 
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is fierce wrath against Israel.’ So the armed men left the 
captives and the  spoil before the leaders and all the 
assembly. Then the men who were designated by name 
rose up and took the captives, and from the  spoil they 
clothed all who were naked among them, dressed them 
and gave them sandals, gave them food and drink, and 
anointed them; and they let all the feeble ones ride on 
donkeys. So they brought them to their brethren at 
Jericho,  the city of palm trees. Then they returned to 
Samaria. 2 Chronicles 28:9-15

Even though Israel returned the captives to Judah, King Ahaz 
of Judah sent messengers to the king of Assyria (Tiglath-
Pileser) and asked him to save Ahaz from the kings of Israel 
and Syria. Ahaz paid Assyria’s king with gold and silver that 
were in the Temple and King Ahaz’s house. Assyria’s king 
took the money, went up to Damascus, Syria, carried its 
people captive to Kir, and also killed King Rezin. (2 Kings 16)
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God Sends Isaiah to Ahaz

That historical background is helpful as we look at the next 
chapter in Isaiah. It includes some important information 
about the downfall of Israel and the future revival of Israel and 
Judah.

Then the Lord said to Isaiah, ‘Go out now to meet Ahaz, 
you and  Shear-Jashub your son, at the end of the 
aqueduct from the upper pool, on the highway to the 
Fuller’s Field, and say to him:  ‘Take heed, and be quiet; 
do not fear or be fainthearted for these two stubs of 
smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin and 
Syria, and the son of Remaliah. Because Syria, Ephraim, 
and the son of Remaliah have plotted evil against you, 
saying, ‘Let us go up against Judah and trouble it, and let 
us make a gap in its wall for ourselves, and set a king 
over them, the son of Tabel’— thus says the Lord God: ‘It 
shall not stand, Nor shall it come to pass. For the head of 
Syria is Damascus, And the head of Damascus is Rezin. 
Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be broken, So that it 
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will  not  be  a people. The head of Ephraim  is Samaria, 
And the head of Samaria  is Remaliah’s son. If you will 
not believe, Surely you shall not be established. Isaiah 
7:3-9

God told Isaiah to tell Ahaz to be quiet and “not fear or be 
fainthearted” about King Pekah or King Rezin. Isaiah’s 
prophecy included an important piece of information – “Within 
sixty-five years Ephraim will be broken, So that it will not be a 
people.” Ephraim is another name for Israel as the Northern 
Kingdom – “the head of Ephraim is Samaria, And the head of 
Samaria is Remaliah’s son.”

Another quick historical note that might help. 2 Kings 15 is 
important to understand the line of succession for Israel 
toward the end of its days as a nation. The Northern Kingdom 
began to fall apart and there were many conspiracies and 
assassinations from the middle of the 8th century until the end 
of Israel as a people in 722 BC.
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• King Jeroboam II ruled Israel from the early to middle 
parts of the 8th century BC.

• King Zechariah ruled in Samaria for just six months.

• Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against King 
Zechariah and killed him in front of the people.

• King Shallum ruled for just one month.

• Menahem became king after assassinating King 
Shallum. Menahem ruled Israel for ten years, but was 
really a puppet of the king of Assyria. King Menahem 
gave King Pul a thousand talents of silver to help 
strengthen Menahem’s control over the Northern 
Kingdom.

• Menahem’s son Pekahiah became Israel’s king after his 
father died. King Pekahiah ruled the Northern Kingdom 
for two years until Pekah the son of Remaliah, an officer 
of Pekahiah, killed the king in his house.

• King Pekah ruled over Israel in Samaria for 20 years. 
The king of Assyria captured many cities in the Northern 
Kingdom during Pekah’s rule and carried the people of 
those cities captive to Assyria.
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• Hoshea the son of Elah led a conspiracy against King 
Pekah and killed him. King Hoshea ruled over the 
Northern Kingdom until the Assyrians conquered Israel 
and removed the people from the land.

As for the prophecy concerning, “Within sixty-five years 
Ephraim will be broken, So that it will not be a people” –

Reckoning from B.C. 736 as the probable date of the 
prophecy, the sixty-five years bring us to B.C. 671. At that 
date Assyrian inscriptions show that Assurbanipal, the 
“Asnapper” of  Ezra 4:2-10, co-regent with his father 
Esarhaddon, had carried off the last remnant of the 
people of Samaria, and peopled it with an alien race 
(Smith’s Assurbanipal, p. 363). This completed the work 
which had been begun by Salmaneser and Sargon 
(2Kings 17:6). Ephraim then was no more a people. 
Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers
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The next thing we read in Isaiah 7 is God telling King Ahaz of 
Judah to “Ask a sign for yourself from the Lord your God.” 
Azah responded by saying, “I will not ask, nor will I test the 
Lord!” God then told Ahaz that He would give the king a sign. 
The sign God gave Ahaz is one of the best-known prophecies 
in the Book of Isaiah –

Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing for you to 
weary men, but will you weary my God also? Therefore 
the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear  a Son, and shall call His 
name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:13-14

This would be the first of many prophecies concerning the 
great revival for Judah that would come through the Messiah 
at a future time. Remember that the primary theme of the 
Bible concerns the Seed of the woman destroying the seed of 
the serpent. Here are other examples from the Book of Isaiah. 
The full prophecy begins with Messiah’s birth, and includes 
His death, resurrection, and Eternal rule.
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For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a  Son is given; 
And  the government will be upon His shoulder. And His 
name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father,  Prince of Peace. Of the increase 
of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon 
the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and 
establish it with judgment and justice From that time 
forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform this. Isaiah 9:6-7

There  shall come forth a Rod from the  stem of  Jesse, 
And a Branch shall grow out of his roots. The Spirit of 
the Lord shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The 
Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the  Lord. His 
delight  is  in the fear of the Lord, And He shall not judge 
by the sight of His eyes, Nor decide by the hearing of His 
ears; But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, And 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; He 
shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with 
the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, And 
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faithfulness the belt of His waist … And in that day there 
shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to 
the people; For the  Gentiles shall seek Him, And His 
resting place shall be glorious. Isaiah 11:1-5, 10

Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm 
of the Lord been revealed? For He shall grow up before 
Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. 
He has no  form or comeliness; And when we see Him, 
There is  no  beauty that we should desire Him. He is 
despised and  rejected by men, A Man of  sorrows 
and  acquainted with  grief. And we hid, as it 
were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did 
not esteem Him. Surely  He has borne our  griefs And 
carried our  sorrows; Yet we  esteemed Him stricken, 
Smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for 
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 
chastisement for our peace  was  upon Him, And by 
His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And 
the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was 
oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His 
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mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a 
sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His 
mouth. He was  taken from  prison and from judgment, 
And who will declare His generation? For He was cut off 
from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My 
people He was stricken. And  they made His grave with 
the wicked— But with the rich at His death, Because He 
had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth. 
Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to 
grief. When You make His soul  an offering for sin, He 
shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. He shall 
see the labor of His soul,  and  be satisfied. By His 
knowledge My righteous Servant shall  justify many, For 
He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a 
portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with 
the strong, Because He poured out His soul unto death, 
And He was  numbered with the transgressors, And He 
bore the sin of many, And  made intercession for the 
transgressors. Isaiah 53:1-12
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Isaiah’s prophecies concerning the coming of Messiah to save 
His people are woven among other prophecies concerning the 
futures of Assyria and other enemies of Judah and Israel – 
including Babylon. God said He would deal with them in His 
time. You can read more about those prophecies throughout 
Isaiah.

Revival always comes in God’s timing. He calls on His people 
to believe Him, obey Him, and worship Him. We can 
experience revival in our lives and congregations as we do 
that.
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Chapter Eleven 

King Hezekiah

One of the greatest revivals in the Old Testament happened 
as the prophet Isaiah worked with a young king of Judah by 
the name of Hezekiah. Hezekiah was the son of King Ahaz. 
As we saw in the last part of our study, Ahaz (aka Jehoahaz) 
was an evil king. He became increasingly unfaithful to God as 
he aged.

For  he sacrificed to the gods of Damascus which had 
defeated him, saying, ‘Because the gods of the kings of 
Syria help them, I will sacrifice to them  that they may 
help me.’ But they were the ruin of him and of all 
Israel. So Ahaz gathered the articles of the house of God, 
cut in pieces the articles of the house of God, shut up the 
doors of the house of the  Lord, and made for himself 
altars in every corner of Jerusalem. And in every single 
city of Judah he made  high places to burn incense to 
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other gods, and provoked to anger the Lord God of his 
fathers. 2 Chronicles 28:23-25

The end of King Ahaz’s life was sad. He began his reign at the 
age of 20 and ruled for 16 years. That means he died at the 
young age of about 36. Ahaz was buried in Jerusalem, but not 
in the tombs of the kings of Israel.

Ahaz’s son, Hezekiah, became king of Judah at the age of 25 
and ruled for 29 years in Jerusalem. 2 Chronicles 29 says 
King Hezekiah “did what was right in the sight of the Lord, 
according to all that his father David had done.” Here are 
some of the “right” things Hezekiah did –

• Hezekiah opened the doors to the Temple and repaired 
them in the first month of his reign

• Hezekiah brought the priests and Levites to the East 
Square of the Temple area and told them to “sanctify” 
themselves, “sanctify the house of the Lord God of your 
fathers, and carry out the rubbish from the holy place.”
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For our fathers have trespassed and done evil in the 
eyes of the  Lord  our God; they have forsaken Him, 
have  turned their faces away from the dwelling place of 
the Lord, and turned their backs on Him. They have also 
shut up the doors of the vestibule, put out the lamps, and 
have not burned incense or offered burnt offerings in the 
holy  place  to the God of Israel. Therefore the wrath of 
the  Lord  fell upon Judah and Jerusalem, and He 
has  given them up to trouble, to desolation, and 
to  jeering, as you see with your  eyes.  For indeed, 
because of this our fathers have fallen by the sword; and 
our sons, our daughters, and our wives are in captivity. 2 
Chronicles 29:6-9

The priests and Levites did as Hezekiah commanded and 
brought him the good news of what they had accomplished –

We have cleansed all the house of the Lord, the altar of 
burnt offerings with all its articles, and the table of the 
showbread with all its articles. Moreover all the articles 
which King Ahaz in his reign had  cast aside in his 
transgression we have prepared and  sanctified; and 
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there they are, before the altar of the Lord. 2 Chronicles 
29:18-19

King Hezekiah did not make these reforms in secret. He 
wanted all the people of Judah to know that things were 
changing in a big way. So, Hezekiah rose up early in the 
morning, gathered the rulers of the city, and went up to the 
Temple. They brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven lambs, 
and seven male goats “for a sin offering for the kingdom, for 
the sanctuary, and for Judah.” Hezekiah commanded the 
priests to offer them on the altar of the Lord. While the priests 
were killing the animals and presenting their blood on the altar 
as a sin offering, Hezekiah stationed the Levites in the Temple 
“with cymbals, with stringed instruments, and with 
harps, according to the commandment of David, of Gad the 
king’s seer, and of Nathan the prophet;  for thus  was  the 
commandment of the Lord by His prophets.” When the burnt 
offering began, the song of the Lord also began. The entire 
assembly worshiped, singers sang, and trumpeters sounded 
until the burnt offering was finished. The king and all who 
were present in the Temple bowed and worshiped God.
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So the service of the house of the  Lord  was set in 
order.  Then Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced that 
God had prepared the people, since the events took 
place so suddenly. 2 Chronicles 29:35-36

That was just the beginning of Hezekiah’s reform and the 
revival that followed. The king removed the high places, broke 
the “sacred” pillars, cut down the wooden image, and broke in 
pieces the bronze serpent Moses had made. The reason for 
that was the children of Israel had burned incense to the 
image. They had made an idol out of it. King Hezekiah was on 
a crusade to rid Judah of all idol worship. This is what God 
wanted from His king and He blessed Hezekiah for his 
passionate obedience.

He trusted in the Lord God of Israel, so that after him was 
none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor who 
were before him. For he held fast to the Lord; he did not 
depart from following Him, but kept His commandments, 
which the  Lord  had commanded Moses. The  Lord was 
with him; he  prospered wherever he went. And 
he rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve 
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him. He subdued the Philistines, as far as Gaza and its 
territory, from watchtower to fortified city. 2 Kings 18:5-8

Hezekiah also invited all of the people of both Judah and 
Israel to keep the Passover in Jerusalem. He also called on 
Israel to return to God. He did this by sending letters 
throughout both kingdoms.

Then the  runners went throughout all Israel and Judah 
with the letters from the king and his leaders, and spoke 
according to the command of the king: ‘Children of 
Israel,  return to the  Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel; then He will return to the remnant of you who have 
escaped from the hand of  the kings of Assyria. And do 
not be  like your fathers and your brethren, who 
trespassed against the Lord God of their fathers, so that 
He gave them up to desolation, as you see. Now do not 
be  stiff-necked, as your fathers  were, but  yield 
yourselves to the  Lord; and enter His sanctuary, which 
He has sanctified forever, and serve the  Lord  your 
God, that the fierceness of His wrath may turn away from 
you. For if you return to the Lord, your brethren and your 
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children will be treated with  compassion by those who 
lead them captive, so that they may come back to this 
land; for the Lord your God is gracious and merciful, and 
will not turn His  face from you if you  return to Him. 2 
Chronicles 30:6-9

Many Israelites laughed at the runners and mocked them, but 
some humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem. A great 
assembly of people gathered at Jerusalem to keep the Feast 
of Unleavened bread in the second month. The people 
through incense altars into the Brook Kidron, the priests and 
Levites sanctified themselves, and brought the burnt offerings 
to the Temple. They all stood in the their place, “according to 
their custom, according to the Law of Moses the man of God,” 
and the priests sprinkled the blood received from the hand of 
the Levites. Many of the people who came from the Northern 
Kingdom had not sanctified themselves before they ate the 
Passover, so King Hezekiah prayed for them –
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M a y t h e g o o d  L o r d  p r o v i d e a t o n e m e n t f o r 
everyone  who  prepares his heart to seek God, 
t h e  L o r d  G o d o f h i s f a t h e r s , t h o u g h  h e 
is  not  cleansed  according to the purification of the 
sanctuary.’ And the Lord listened to Hezekiah and healed 
the people. 2 Chronicles 30:18-20

The people spent seven days singing and praising God. King 
Hezekiah encouraged the Levites to teach “the good 
knowledge of the Lord.” The people ate through the feast 
seven days, offered peace offerings, and made “confession to 
the Lord God of their father.” It was such a special time for the 
people that they kept the feast another seven days “with 
gladness.”

So there was great joy in Jerusalem, for since the time 
of  Solomon the son of David, king of Israel,  there 
had been nothing like this in Jerusalem. Then the priests, 
the Levites, arose and  blessed the people, and their 
voice was heard; and their prayer came up  to His holy 
dwelling place, to heaven. 2 Chronicles 30:26-27
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While those days of spirited revival were wonderful, the work 
had just begun. The people of Israel who were in attendance 
went out to the cities of Judah and broke the “sacred” pillars in 
pieces, cut down the wooden images and threw down the 
high places and altars until they had “utterly destroyed them 
all” (2 Chronicles 31:1). Then the children of Israel returned to 
their own cities.

King Hezekiah appointed the divisions of the priests and the 
Levites – “for burnt offerings and peace offerings, to serve, to 
give thanks, and to praise in the gates of the camp of the 
Lord.” Hezekiah also appointed a portion of his possessions 
for the burnt offerings (e.g. morning and evening, for the 
Sabbaths and the New Moons and the set feasts), “as it is 
written in the Law of the Lord.” King Hezekiah also 
commanded the people who lived in Jerusalem to contribute 
support for the priests and the Levites, “that they might devote 
themselves to the Law of the Lord.” That’s the reinstitution of 
the tithe that God had commanded His people through 
Moses. You can read more details about what Hezekiah and 
the people did in obedience to God in 2 Chronicles 31.
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Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Judah, and he  did 
what was  good and right and true before the  Lord  his 
God. And in every work that he began in the service of 
the house of God, in the law and in the commandment, to 
seek his God, he did  it  with all his heart. So 
he prospered. 2 Chronicles 31:20-21

God was reviving His people through the obedience of King 
Hezekiah. Revival often begins with one person or a small 
group of people who desire to obey God.
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Isaiah and King Hezekiah

The Assyrian king Sennacherib decided to attack Judah. 
We’ve already seen that Assyria began taking the people of 
Israel captive in the ninth year of King Hoshea (2 Kings 17). 
Hezekiah became king of Judah in the third year of Hoshea. 
So, there was a period of about six years from the time God 
began reviving Judah and some of the people of Israel until 
Assyria took the people of the Northern Kingdom captive and 
removed them from the land.

When King Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come to 
Judah and planned to make war against Jerusalem, he 
consulted with his leaders and commanders to stop the water 
from the springs which were outside the city. Hezekiah didn’t 
want the army of Assyria using Jerusalem’s water supply for 
themselves. Hezekiah also built up all the wall around 
Jerusalem, and built up another wall outside. He also built up 
the size of Judah’s army and encouraged his people.
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Be strong and courageous;  do not be afraid nor 
dismayed before the king of Assyria, nor before all the 
multitude that is with him; for there are more with us than 
with him. With him  is  an  arm of flesh; but  with 
us  is  the  Lord  our God, to help us and to fight our 
battles.’ And the people were strengthened by the words 
of Hezekiah king of Judah. 2 Chronicles 32:7-8

The Assyrians used many types of intimidation against Judah, 
including speaking against God as if He were just an idol. 
Hezekiah remained faithful and called on the prophet Isaiah.

So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. And 
Isaiah said to them, ‘Thus you shall say to your master, 
‘Thus says the Lord: ‘Do not be afraid of the words which 
you have heard, with which the  servants of the king of 
Assyria have blasphemed Me. Surely I will send a spirit 
upon him, and he shall hear a rumor and return to his 
own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his 
own land. 2 Kings 19:5-7
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That’s exactly what happened to Sennadherib and his army.

Now because of this King Hezekiah and  the prophet 
Isaiah, the son of Amoz, prayed and cried out to 
heaven.  Then the  Lord  sent an angel who cut down 
every mighty man of valor, leader, and captain in the 
camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned shamefaced 
to his own land. And when he had gone into the temple of 
his god, some of his own offspring struck him down with 
the sword there. 2 Chronicles 32:20-21

God saved Hezekiah and the people of Jerusalem from the 
Assyrian king. Many people brought gifts to the Lord at 
Jerusalem, and presents to Hezekiah, “so that he was exalted 
in the sight of all nations thereafter.”

Revival can take many twists and turns. It’s not always a 
straight line. Hezekiah’s revival is one example. The king 
became very ill and was near death. Hezekiah had become 
proud, which can happen during times of revival. Anyone 
involved in a real revival must be careful to remain humble. 
Pride will always lead to a fall.
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Then Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of his heart, 
he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of 
the  Lord  did not come upon them  in the days of 
Hezekiah. 2 Chronicles 32:26

Here’s more background from 2 Kings 20 as it concerns the 
prophet Isaiah –

In  those days Hezekiah was sick and near death. And 
Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and 
said to him, ‘Thus says the  Lord: ‘Set your house in 
order, for you shall die, and not live.’ Then he turned his 
face toward the wall, and prayed to the  Lord, 
saying,  Remember now, O  Lord, I pray, how I have 
walked before You in truth and with a loyal heart, and 
have done what was good in Your sight.’ And Hezekiah 
wept bitterly. 2 Kings 20:1-3



Revival - To Live Again  of 83 104

God heard Hezekiah’s prayer and sent Isaiah back to the king 
–

Return and tell Hezekiah the leader of My people, ‘Thus 
says the  Lord, the God of David your father:  ‘I have 
heard your prayer, I have seen  your tears; surely I will 
heal you. On the third day you shall go up to the house of 
the Lord. And I will add to your days fifteen years. I will 
deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of 
Assyria; and  I will defend this city for My own sake, and 
for the sake of My servant David. 2 Kings 20:20:5-6

God healed King Hezekiah and gave him another 15 years to 
rule over Judah. Hezekiah ruled 29 years in Jerusalem, so his 
healing would have taken place in the 14th or 15th years of 
his reign. While that might sound good, there were some 
troubles that followed.



Revival - To Live Again  of 84 104

The son of the king of Babylon sent letters and a present to 
Hezekiah, “for he heard that Hezekiah had been sick.” 
Hezekiah appreciated the gesture and showed the Babylonias 
all the house of his treasures and all his armory. Isaiah heard 
that the Babylonians had visited, so the prophet asked King 
Hezekiah what had happened. Hezekiah told Isaiah about the 
visit from the Babylonians and that he had shown them his 
house and property. That led to an interesting prophecy by 
Isaiah –

Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, ‘Hear the word of 
the Lord: ‘Behold, the days are coming when all that is in 
your house, and what your fathers have accumulated 
until this day, shall be carried to Babylon; nothing shall be 
left,’ says the Lord.  ‘And  they shall take away some of 
your sons who will  descend from you, whom you will 
beget;  and they shall be  eunuchs in the palace of the 
king of Babylon.’ So Hezekiah said to Isaiah,  ‘The word 
of the Lord which you have spoken is good!’ For he said, 
‘Will there not be peace and truth at least in my days? 2 
Kings 20:16-19
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Isaiah’s prophecy came true many years later when the 
Babylonian army came against the kingdom of Judah, took 
the people captive to Babylon, and destroyed the city of 
Jerusalem along with its Temple. I might add that Hezekiah’s 
attitude didn’t sound like he cared a great deal for his people 
at that time. Isaiah told him that Babylon was going to destroy 
Judah and take some of his descendants to be eunuchs in the 
palace of the king of Babylon. Hezekiah’s reply was that there 
would be peace and truth “at least in my days.”
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Isaiah and King Manasseh

Another bad thing that happened from this event was that 
Hezekiah became the father of a son about three years after 
he prayed to be healed. The child would not have been born if 
Hezekiah had not asked for more time to live. The name of 
that son was Manasseh. He became one of the most evil 
kings Judah had ever known. How bad was Manasseh’s rule?

Manasseh undid much of what his father had done prior to 
and during the great revival we read about earlier. Manasseh 
rebuilt the high places that Hezekiah had destroyed. 
Manasseh raised up altars for Baal. He made a wooden 
image even as the evil King Ahab had done in Israel. 
Manasseh worshiped all the host of heaven and served them. 
He built altars to false gods in the Temple. Manasseh built 
altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts outside the 
Temple. He even set a carved image of Asherah in the 
Temple. 2 Kings 21 says that Manasseh seduced the people 
“to do more evil than the nations whom the Lord had 
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destroyed before the children of Israel.” How did God respond 
to that?

And the  Lord  spoke  by His servants the prophets, 
saying,  ‘Because Manasseh king of Judah has done 
these abominations (he has acted more wickedly than all 
the Amorites who were before him, and has also made 
Judah sin with his idols),  therefore thus says 
t h e  L o r d  G o d o f I s r a e l : ‘ B e h o l d ,  I  a m 
bringing such calamity upon Jerusalem and Judah, that 
whoever hears of it, both his ears will tingle.  ‘And I will 
stretch over Jerusalem  the measuring line of Samaria 
and the plummet of the house of Ahab;  I will wipe 
Jerusalem as  one  wipes a dish, wiping  it  and 
turning  it upside down. So I will forsake the  remnant of 
My inheritance and deliver them into the hand of their 
enemies; and they shall become victims of plunder to all 
their enemies, because they have done evil in My sight, 
and have provoked Me to anger since the day their 
fathers came out of Egypt, even to this day.’ Moreover 
Manasseh shed very much innocent blood, till he had 
filled Jerusalem from one end to another, besides his sin 
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by which he made Judah sin, in doing evil in the sight of 
the Lord. 2 Kings 21:10-16

While Hezekiah was buried in the upper tombs of the sons of 
David, Manasseh was buried in the garden of his own house, 
in the garden of Uzza.

The only time we find a specific prophetic reference about 
King Manasseh in the Book of Isaiah is in the 9th chapter –

For wickedness  burns as the fire; It shall devour the 
briers and thorns, And kindle in the thickets of the forest; 
They shall mount up like rising smoke. Through the wrath 
of the  Lord  of hosts The land is burned up, And the 
people shall be as fuel for the fire; No man shall spare 
his brother. And he shall snatch on the right hand And be 
hungry; He shall devour on the left hand And not be 
satisfied; Every man shall eat the flesh of his own arm. 
Manasseh  shall devour  Ephraim, and Ephraim 
Manasseh; Together they shall be against Judah. For all 
th is His anger is not turned away, But His 
hand is stretched out still. Isaiah 9:18-21
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We see it again. God’s answer is not turned away, “But His 
hand is stretched out still.” God wants to revive His people, 
but they must want to be revived.
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Isaiah’s Prophetic Influence

Isaiah prophesied to Judah during the reign of four kings. He 
also prophesied against Israel. His prophecies were harsh 
and on target. Isaiah spoke the Word of the Lord faithfully for 
several decades, so his influence during the 8th and 7th 
centuries BC was powerful.

The power of Isaiah’s prophecies went far beyond the 7th 
century BC. Hundreds of years later, the writers of the New 
Testament quoted Isaiah’s prophecies scores of times. In fact, 
Isaiah’s prophecies in the New Testament are more than all 
the other prophets put together. The vast majority of the New 
Testament’s chapters quote from Isaiah. Why?

Isaiah’s prophecies focused on the future coming of the 
Messiah – the Christ. Jesus Christ’s arrival from Heaven to 
earth fulfilled so many of Isaiah’s prophecies. In fact, Jesus 
kicked off His earthly ministry by quoting from Isaiah 61 –
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So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought 
up. And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue 
on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. And He was 
handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had 
opened the book, He found the place where it was 
written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord  is upon Me, Because He 
has anointed Me To preach the gospel to  the poor; He 
has sent Me  to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim 
liberty to  the captives And recovery of sight to  the blind, 
To  set at liberty those who are  oppressed; To proclaim 
the acceptable year of the  Lord.’ Then He closed the 
book, and gave  it  back to the attendant and sat down. 
And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were 
fixed on Him. And He began to say to them,  ‘Today this 
Scripture is  fulfilled in your hearing.’ So all bore witness 
to Him, and  marveled at the gracious words which 
proceeded out of His mouth. And they said,  ‘Is this not 
Joseph’s son?’ Luke 4:16-22
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Isaiah’s ministry began with the humbling experience of 
seeing God on His throne. Isaiah realized in that moment his 
sinfulness and the sinfulness of Judah and Israel – 
“Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean 
lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For 
my eyes have seen the King, The Lord of hosts.” Isaiah also 
experienced the mercy and grace of God as an angel touched 
his lips with a live coal from the altar of God, and said, 
“Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity is taken 
away, And your sin  purged.” When Isaiah heard God say, 
“Whom shall I send, And who will go for Us?,” Isaiah 
answered, “Here am I! Send me.” From that moment until the 
end of Isaiah’s life, he was committed to doing God’s will.

Humility, forgiveness, and obedience are vital for any true 
revival that comes from God. We all need to see what Isaiah 
saw – “the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up.” If we 
keep our focus on the Sovereignty and Supremacy of God, 
we can experience revival in our lives and the lives of those to 
whom we serve.
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Chapter Twelve

Micah the Prophet

The word of the Lord that came to Micah of Moresheth in 
the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, 
which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. Micah 
1:1

Micah’s name means “Who is like Yah” (מִיכָיָה). Micah the 
prophet was born in Moresheth, which was about 25 miles 
southwest of Jerusalem. He lived during the reigns of three 
kings of Judah: Jotham, Chaz, and Hezekiah. God called 
Micah to prophesy to Judah and Samaria (Israel). While 
Micah came down hard on false leaders and prophets of his 
day, he also spoke of God’s love and forgiveness of the 
nations that would come through the coming Messiah – the 
Seed of the woman who would destroy the seed of the 
serpent.



Revival - To Live Again  of 95 104

Micah may be best known for identifying Bethlehem as the 
birthplace of the Messiah –

But you,  Bethlehem  Ephrathah, Though  you are 
little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall 
come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose 
goings forth are from of old, From everlasting.’ Therefore 
He shall give them up, Until the time  that she who is in 
labor has given birth; Then  the remnant of His brethren 
Shall return to the children of Israel. And He shall stand 
and  feed His flock In the strength of the  Lord, In the 
majesty of the name of the Lord His God; And they shall 
abide, For now He  shall be great To the ends of the 
earth; And this One shall be peace. Micah 5:2-5

The only kings mentioned in the Book of Micah are Joaham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah of Judah. However, Micah also 
prophesied against Israel, which would have been during the 
reigns of Menahem, Pekahiah, Peak, and Hoshea. As you 
read through Micah’s writings, you’ll see how God directed 
His warnings and promises to the kings and people of both 
the Southern and Northern Kingdoms.
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The 8th century BC prophecies of Micah against Judah and 
Israel were not soon forgotten. The prophet Jeremiah, who 
lived in Judah a decades later, remembered the prophesies of 
Micah –

Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the days of Hezekiah 
king of Judah, and spoke to all the people of Judah, 
saying, ‘Thus says the  Lord  of hosts: ‘Zion shall be 
plowed  like  a field, Jerusalem shall become  heaps of 
ruins, And the mountain of the temple Like the bare hills 
of the forest.’ Jeremiah 26:18

As we’ve seen from previous prophets, the problems of God’s 
people worshiping idols in the “high places” was front and 
center in Micah’s prophecies –

For behold, the Lord  is coming out of His place; He will 
come down And tread on the high places of the earth. 
The mountains will melt under Him, And the valleys will 
split Like wax before the fire, Like waters poured down a 
steep place. All this is for the transgression of Jacob And 
for the sins of the house of Israel. What  is  the 
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transgression of Jacob? Is it  not Samaria? And 
what  are  the  high places of Judah? Are they  not 
Jerusalem? Micah 1:3-5

One revival question for God’s people today might be whether 
we have any “high places” in our lives? Are there places we 
go to secretly worship other gods? That may sound like a 
strange question to ask Christians, but anything or anyone 
who we love more than God can become a “high place” in our 
lives. If we go to church on Sunday, but visit our “high places” 
during the week we may find that God will remove His 
blessing from us and take away the possibility of any revival in 
our lives.
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Micah and False Prophets

Micah wrote forcefully against false and lying prophets. Here 
are some examples to consider –

Do not prattle,’ you say to those who prophesy. So they 
shall not prophesy to you; They shall not return insult for 
insult. You who are  named the house of Jacob: Is the 
Spirit of the  Lord  restricted? Are  these His doings? Do 
not My words do good To him who walks uprightly? 
‘Lately My people have risen up as an enemy— You pull 
off the robe with the garment From those who 
trust you, as they pass by, Like men returned from war. 
The women of My people you cast out From their 
pleasant houses; From their children You have taken 
away My glory forever. ‘Arise and depart, For 
this is not your rest; Because it is defiled, it shall destroy, 
Yes, with utter destruction. If a man should walk in a false 
spirit And speak a lie, saying, ‘I will prophesy to you of 
wine and drink,’ Even he would be the  prattler of this 
people. Micah 2:6-11
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Thus says the Lord concerning the prophets Who make 
my people stray; Who chant  ‘Peace’ While they  chew 
with their teeth, But who prepare war against him Who 
puts nothing into their mouths: ‘Therefore you shall have 
night without vision, And you shall have darkness without 
divination; The sun shall go down on the prophets, And 
the day shall be dark for  them. So the seers shall be 
ashamed, And the diviners abashed; Indeed they shall all 
cover their lips; For  there is  no answer from God. But 
truly I am full of power by the Spirit of the Lord, And of 
justice and might, To declare to Jacob his transgression 
And to Israel his sin. Now hear this, You heads of the 
house of Jacob And rulers of the house of Israel, Who 
abhor justice And  pervert all equity, Who build up Zion 
with  bloodshed And Jerusalem with iniquity: Her heads 
judge for a bribe, Her priests teach for pay, And her 
prophets divine for money. Yet they lean on the Lord, and 
say, ‘Is not the Lord among us? No harm can come upon 
us.’ Therefore because of you Zion shall be plowed like a 
field, Jerusalem shall become heaps of ruins, And  the 
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mountain of the  temple Like the bare hills of the forest. 
Micah 3:5-12

The priests and prophets of Judah and Israel were telling the 
people not to believe the prophesies of Micah, Isaiah, Amos, 
Hosea, and others. The one great revival that occurred during 
those days was when Hezekiah became king of Judah. We 
saw how the young king had the high places of idol worship 
torn down and Temple worship restored. Lying priests and 
prophets had to be silenced and become obedient to God in 
order for revival to sweep through Judah.

I mention that because lying and false prophets fill Christian 
churches, denominations, conferences, colleges, and 
seminaries today. Until those lying, false prophets humble 
themselves before God, confess their sins, and seek His 
forgiveness, revivals will either be isolated or non-existent in 
our time. You can read more about the problem of false 
preachers and teachers here.

https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-false-preachers-teachers/
https://faithandselfdefense.com/free-apologetics-ebooks/apologetics-for-false-preachers-teachers/
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Micah and God’s Promises

Woven into messages about the wrath and judgment of God 
on Judah and Israel, were messages of God’s hope for God’s 
forgiveness and future revival. God loves His people and has 
plans to restore them – to give them life again.

I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob, I will surely 
gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them together  like 
sheep of  the fold, Like a flock in the midst of their 
pasture; They shall make a loud noise because of  so 
many  people. The one who breaks open will come up 
before them; They will break out, Pass through the gate, 
And go out by it; Their king will pass before them, With 
the Lord at their head. Micah 2:12-13

Now  it shall come to pass in the latter days That  the 
mountain of the Lord’s house Shall be established on the 
top of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the 
hills; And peoples shall flow to it. Many nations shall 
come and say, ‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain 
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of the Lord, To the house of the God of Jacob; He will 
teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths.’ For 
out of Zion the law shall go forth, And the word of 
the Lord  from Jerusalem. He shall judge between many 
peoples, And rebuke strong nations afar off; They shall 
beat their swords into  plowshares, And their spears 
into pruning hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, Neither shall they learn war anymore. But 
everyone shall sit under his vine and under his fig tree, 
And no one shall make  them  afraid; For the mouth of 
the Lord of hosts has spoken. For all people walk each in 
the name of his god, But we will walk in the name of 
the Lord our God Forever and ever. Micah 4:1-5

As in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt, I 
will show  them wonders.’ The nations shall see and be 
ashamed of all their might; They shall put  their  hand 
over their mouth; Their ears shall be deaf. They shall lick 
the dust like a serpent; They shall crawl from their holes 
like  snakes of the earth. They shall be afraid of 
the  Lord  our God, And shall fear because of You. 
Who  is a God like You, Pardoning iniquity And passing 
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over the transgression of  the remnant of His heritage? 
He does not retain His anger forever, Because He 
delights  in mercy. He will again have compassion on us, 
And will subdue our iniquities. You will cast all our sins 
Into the depths of the sea. You will give truth to Jacob 
And mercy to Abraham, Which You have sworn to our 
fathers From days of old. Micah 7:15-20
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Next eBook

The Assyrian army conquered the Northern Kingdom of Israel 
during the prophetic ministries of Micah and Isaiah. What’s 
left? Judah. We’ll see what we can learn about revival from 
the remaining days of the Southern Kingdom in the next part 
of our special series, Revival – To Live Again.
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